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BOOK    III. 


SECTION  m. 


Natural  charaQeriftics  of  the  inhabitants 

jb  OR  compledng  the  pidure  of  the  phyfical  date 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ruffian  empire,  it  re- 
mains for  us  to  delineate  their  bodily  chara£ler; 
The  more  diverfe  the  modifications  to  which,  from 
the  infinite  variety  of  .their  natural  and  moral 
relations,  they  muft  be  liable,  the  more  fimple 
will  be  the  plan  we  triipe  o\ji*..to  ''lonrfidvei  in  the 
prefent  fe6iion.  The  ho^i\yt^ft^  :o^.a  people  is 
dependent  on  a  thoufand  thiaj^Y- nature  of  the 
foil,  climate,  weather; iAvpyvwJ5f4-;clrefs,  food;, 
manners  and  ufages,  even  political  conilitution 
and  religion  have  a  decifive  influence  on  the 
ftrength,  the  durability,  the  health,  in  Ifcort  the 
vox-,  ir.  B       *  whole 
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whole  phyfical  chara6ler  of  mankind.  Some  of 
thefe  relations  have  already  been  touched  upon  in 
what  has  gone  before,  others  can  only  be  en- 
larged on  in  the  fequel ;  and,  unjefs  we  intend  to 
fwell  the  prefent  feftion  to  the  thicknefe  of  a 
volume,  we  muit  confine  ourfelves  to  general 
ftietches,  ibr. which  the  farther  .profecution  of 
this  work  will  fiirnilh  ample  matcfials  and  co- 
louring. 

The  Russians  aT*e  a  irfodei'ate-fized,  vigorous, 
and  durable  race  of  men.  The  growth  arid  lon- 
gevity of  this  people  arc  very  different  in  different 
diftri6ls;  but  in  general  ratheriarge  than  fmall, 
and  they  are  commonly  well-built.  It  is  very 
rare  to  fee  a  perfon  naturally  deformed;  which 
doubtlefs  is  chiefly  owing ^  to  their  loofe  garments 
and  f  he  great  variety  of  bodily  exercifes.  All  the 
fports  and  paftimes  of  the  youth  have  a  tendency 
to.  expand  the  body  and  give  flexibility  to  the 
ixmfcles-     ., 

Ealy  as  it  is  occafionally  by  comparifon  to  dis- 
criminate the .  Ruffian  by  his  putward  make  from 
other  Europeans,  it  will,  however,  be  found  very 
diflficulKlC5:fWhi  out  .tfiH  :tirincipal  lineaments  of 
the  nalionalj  pfiYfwgn9»^5'>  *  ^  Ipeaking  features 
are  in  geneigi-q;:^i£eHl^y:rare.  The  following  may 
be  deemedrVfliOTnCi%#wdfchara^riflical:  a  fmall 
mouth,  tlun '  lips,  *  VvHi If e* teeth,  little  eyes,  a  low- 
forehead  ;  the  nofe  has  a  great  variety  of  foruis ; 
it' is  nioft  frequently  feen  to  be  fmall  and  turned 

iipwards. 


o 


I 


!  THE   INHABITANTS.  8 

I 

upwards.  The  beard  is  almoft  always  ver}'  buihy ; 
the  colour  of  the  hair  varies  through  all  tlie 
fhades  from  dark  brown  to  red,  but  it  is  fddom 
quite  black.  The  expreffion  of  the  countenance 
i?  gravity  and  good-nature  or  fagacity.  —  Hearing 
and  fight  are  ufu^ly  very  acute ;  but  the,  other 
ienfcs  more  or  leis  obtufe  by  manner  of  living  and 
climate.  The  gait  and  geftures  of  the  body  have 
a  peculiat  and  often  impaffioned  vivacity,  par- 
taking, even  with  the  mere  ruftics,  of  a  certain 
complaifance  and  an  engaging  manner. 

The  fame  features,  on  the  whole,  are  conlpi- 
cuous  in  the  female  fex,  but  in  generdl  improved, 
and  here  and  there  aftually  dignified.  A  delicate 
ikin  and  a  ruddy  complexion  are  in  the  vulgar 
idea  the  firft  requifites  of  beauty ;  in*&6t  fine  rofy 
cheeks  are  perceived  more  commonly  among  the 
ruffian  women  than  in  other  countries,  but  no 
where  is  paint  fo  efTcntial  an  article  of  the  toilet 
as  here,  even  among  the  loweft  clafles  of  the 
people.  As  the  growth  of  the  ruffian  ladies  is 
not  confined  by  any  bandages,  flays,  or  other 
compreffts,  the  proportions  of  the  parts  ufually 
far  exceed  the  line  which  the  general  tafle  of 
Europe  has  prefcribed  for  the  contour  of  a  fine 
ihape.  — The  early  maturity  of  girls,  at  which 
they  generally  arrive  in  the  twelfth  or  thirteenth 
year,  is  only  to  be  accounted  for,  in  fb  cold  a 
clinmte,  by  the  frequent  ufe  of  hot  baths,  which, 
while  it  accelerates  this  expanfion^  alio  brings  on 

B  2  an 
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an  early  decay  of  beauty  and  folidity  of  bodily 
frame.  Married  women  feldom  retain  the  frefli' 
complexion  and  the  peculiar  charms  of  youth 
beyond  the  firft  lying-in.  By  their  baths,  their 
paint,  and  the  great  fubniiflion  in  which  they 
live  with  their  hufbands,  the  moderate  fliare  of 
beauty  with  which  nature  has  endowed  thefe 
dauglitcrs  of  the  nortlicrn  earth  is  generally  faded 
at  an  age  when  the  hulband  is  juft  entering  on 
his  prinie.  .    :     ' .     * 

Among  the  collateral  branches  of  the  ruffian 
Jiock  but  few  variations  are  difcernible  in  the 
bodilv  form.  The  -\falo-rulVians  have  fomewhat 
of  the  Poles  in  their  phyfiognomy;  the  J)on- 
ktfzaks  partake  of  the  tartarian,  and  the,  Ural- 
kozaks  of  the.tartarian  ansl  .kalmuck,  which  pro-: 
ceeds  from  the  commixture^  wherein. thefe  people 
have  long  been  accuftomed  to  live.  .  With  all  of 
them,  ho\>'evor,  the  main  lineaments  are  ruffian, 
and  fo,  impoflible  to  be  miltakeu,  that  the  form  of 
the  face  alone  affords  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  their 
jiarentage. 

The  bodilv  frame  of  the  Ruffians  is  excellent. 
'Their  happy  organization,  their  cheerful  and 
Withe  tcinper,  that  hardnefs  which  they  oppofe  to 
fvery  mconveniency,  tlie  natural  iiraplicity  of 
their  manner  of  living,  and  their  rude,  but  dry 
#nd,wholefome  climate,  procure  to  the  great  mats 
of  the  people  a  degree  of  phyfical  complacency 
of  wliicli  .few  .  other  nations    can  •  boaft.  —  The 

.s   «  Ruffians 
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liufllans  are  endowed  with  a  vitalitvj  of  wliich 
in  inftance  has  fcarcclv  ever  vet  been  found  in 
anv  other  country,  as  we  have  lc*en  in  the  fore-* 
going  leftion.  If  the  Enghlhman  or  the  Spa- 
niard excels  the  Ruflian  in  bodily  ftrength,  tlie 
latter  is  fuj>efior  to  them  by  far  in  the  endurance, 
or  in  the  patient  fuffering  of  feverer  Imrdfliips. 
Hunger'  and  thii-ft,  want  of  accommodation  and 
repofe  the  Ruffian  Qan  bear  longer  than  any  other 
iiation  •.  —  In  all  the  lowej  claffes,  the  foldiery 
excepted,  a  healthy  old  age  is  veiy  common ; 
lively  old  men  of  a  hundred  years  are  in  all  parts 

f  Of  die  almoft  incredible  endurance  of  the  Ruflians  fuch 

piDoia  are  feen  in  the  long  and  toilfomfc  marches  of  the  anny^ 

the   (evere  corporal  puniihMents  they  undergo>   &c.   as  fill 

foreigners  with  amazement.  ,  How  often  is  the  ruffian  foldiec 

obliged  to  crofs  wafte  and  waterlefs  ileppes,  or  to  pafs  the 

whole  winter  in  Kttle  earth  cells,  without  firing  and  without 

any  other  proTifion  than  his  dry  bifcuit!    How  often  do  we' fee 

mak&dors,  after  a  puniihment,'  the  ^tty  fight  of  which  makes 

one  ihudder  at  every  nerve,  walk  their  way  back  to  pnfQn» 

without  fupport  and  without  any  vifible  alteration  in  their 

gait!  —  With  all  this,  however,  it  is  extremely  remarkable  that 

the  Rufiian,  notwithftanding  this  extraordinary  paffive  power,  if 

I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  does  not  potjefs  an  unnfual  degree  of 

bodily  ftrength.     To  put  a  burden  in  motion,  or  to  convey  it 

from Jts  place  by  people,  always  an  Ruflia  far  more  men  are  ufed 

than  m  other  countries;  and  that  this  is  not  done  merely  to  fparc 

them,  wc  may  convince  ourfelves  by  every  day's  experience  at 

the  wharfs  by  the  exchange,  where  an  engli(h  failor  will  fbme- 

times  lift  and  carry  things  which  the  utmofl  exertions  of  three 

Ruffians  would  feem  fcareely  to  rnove^ 
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of  Ruilla  no  unufual  appearance,  but  prbbably 
the  number  of  them  would  be  far  greater  if  the 
propenfity  to  dram-drinking  were  not  the  occafion 
of  fo  great  a  mortality  in  the  middle  periods  of 
life. 

There  arc  but  few  peculiar  difeafes  prevalent 
attiong  the  Ruffians,  and  againft  moft  Of  them 
they  know  bow  to  guard  themfelves  by  iimple  diet 
and  domeftic  ronedie^*  The  women  every  where 
bring  forth  with  great  facility,  and  ufually  in  the 
bath-rooms ;  the  number  of  ftill-born  children  is 
therefore,  in  comparifon  with  other  countries^ 
extremely  finall.  The  fmall-pox  and  meafles  carry 
off  not  nearly  fo  many  children  as  in  the  greater 
part  of  the  xdl  erf  Europe;  but  on  the  other  hand 
the  effe£is  of  venereal  diforders  are  more  dan- 
gerous and  infeftious,  the  virulence  of  it  being 
unhappily  increafed  by  the  cold.  —  In  Siberia, 
fometimes  in  fummer,  a  difeafe  called  by  the 
Germans  the  luftfeuche  or  air  ficknefi  appears  *^ 
an  epidemical  difeafe  attacking  both  man  and 
beaft.  It  ihews  itfelf  by  a  bile  on  fome  part  of 
the  body,  and,  if  no  fpeedy  afliflance  can  be  had, 
is  mortal,  though  not  infefiious ;  but  they  have 
pow  found  out  an  eafy  and  fafe  method  of  cure. 
—  About  the  upper  Lena  croups  or  goitres  are 
common  enough ;  young  people,  however,  get 
quit  of  them  on  coming  to  parts  where  they 

*  PaQas,  travels,  ton.  u.  p.  30^.  473*  4S4. 
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have  better  water.  —  In  the  neighbourhood  of  tie 
Caipian  there  is  a  horrible,  tedious,  and  deadly 
lej>rofy,  which  happily,  however,  becomes  lefs 
and  lefe  frequent  in  its  attacks,  and  is  generally 
called,  froin  its  former  country,  the  krimean  dif- 
cafe*. 

Moil  of  the  houfehold  remedies  of  the  com-, 
mon  Ruffians  ai-e  truly  heroic.  A  mixture  of 
leeks,  garlic,  fpaniih-pepper,  and  brandy,  feems 

■ 

^ith  them  to  be  the  grand  panacea,  and  is  applied 
without  regard  and  diilin6tion  in  all  difeafes  of 
whatever  kind  and  how  oppofite  foever;  fo  alfo 
aconite,  hellebore,  and  the  like,  are  in  high  repu* 
tation  for  their  medicinal  virtues.  In  pains  and 
aches  of  the  bones  or  limbs,  and  in  colicky  com* 
plaints,  they  bum  moxa  of  artemifia,  &c.  on 
the  bare  fkin.  —  In  general  the  common  Ruffians 
life  but  few  medicides ;  fupplying  theif  place  in 
all  cafes  by  the  sweating  bath,  a  pra6lice  fo 
univerial  among  them,  and  which  has  {o  decided 
an  influence  on  the  whole  phyfical  ftate  of  the 
people,  that  we  muft  abfolutely  dwell  a  little  , 
longer  upon  itf. 

The  ufe  of  the  bath,  that  venerable  relift  of 
the  manners  of  the  antient  world,  is  now  almoft 
entirely  confined  to  the  oriental  nations,  ivhere 

*  Pallasj  travels,  torn.  i.  p.  302. 

t  See  the  excelleat  tra^  of  profeffbr  Schlcetster  on  the  luurm* 
Uliieis  of  the  fmall-pox  in  Ruilia. 

B  4  it 


8-  CHARACTERISTICS    OF 

it  miiiift^rs  both  to  health  and  to  luxury,  and  is 
perpetuated  by  religion.  In  Europe  it  has  been 
gradually  declining  for  feveral  centuries,  though 
it  was  here  alfo  in  fonie  fort  interwoven  with  reli- 
gion*; Ruffia  and  Hungaiy  are  at  prefent  the 
only  countries  in  this  quarter  of  the  world,  where 
it  is  ftiH  the  cuftom  tobathe  after  the  manner  of 
the  ai)tients.  In  Ruflia  particularly  the  bath 
makes  fo  much  a  part  of  the  fyftem  of  living, 
that  it  is  ufed  by  people  of  every  age  and  in  all 
circumftances,  by  infants,  by  women  at  their 
fying-in,  in  almoft  all  ficknefles,  before  and  after 
a  journey,  after  hard  work,  &c.  The  bath  is  a 
neceffaiy  of  life  fo  indifpenfable  to  the  common 
people,  that  they  frequent  it  as  often  as  poffible, 
well  or  ill,  and  without  any  particular  occafion, 
once  a  week  at  leaft.  Perfons  of  the  middle  fta- 
tion,  in  'good  circumftances,  and  the  great, 
tifually  conftruft  vapour-baths  after  the  ruffian 
fafhion  in  their  own  houfes ;  though  in  thefe 
claffes  the  practice  is  becoming  more  confined  as 
foreign  manners  gain  ground  among  them. 

The  baths  have  been  common  throughout 
Rttffia  from  time  immemorial ;  they  are  defcribed 
by  Neftor  fo  long  ago  as-^the  eleventh  century 
precifely  as  they  are  conftituted  at  prefent.  — . 
Among  the  antients  the  baths  were  public  build- 

*  The  holy-water  in  the  roman-catholk  church  is  a  flight 
remnant  of  it.  * 

ings, 
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ings,  under  the  immediate  cognizance  of  the  go- 
vernment Their  invention  was  owing  to  clean- 
linefs  and  convenience ;  but  in  the  fequel  all  the 
graces  of  architefture  were  laviihed  upon  them, 
and  at  length  luxury  and  voluptuoufnefs  fo  dil^ 
torted  them  from  their  primitive  purpofes,  that 
they  were  ofFenfive  and  fliocking  even  to  the  mo- 
ralifls  of  antiquity.  Alexander  was  afionifhed  at 
the  magnificence  of  the  baths  in  Perfia :  at  Rome, 
under  the  emperors,  there  were  once  eight  hun- 
dred and  feventy  of  thefe  edifices,  that  in  point 
of  magnificence  and  tafte  might  pafs  for  mafter- 
pieces  of  art ;  and  which  were  doomed  in  after- 
times  to  be  demoliflied  by  the  Goths,  or  converted 
into  churches  by  bifliops.  —  In  our  days  Hungary 
is  the  only  country  that  can  ftill  fliew  baths  equal 
in  magnificence  to  thofe  of  the  antient  Romans. 
In  Ruilia,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  tlways  of  that 
finiple  conftruftion  which  befpeaks  their  primitive 
and  moft  effential  deftination. 

Here  the  public  baths  *  ufually  confift  of  mean 
wooden  houfes,  fituate,  whenever  it  is  poflible,  by 
the  fide  of  a  running  ftream.     In  the  bath-room 

••• 

*  Thrf  are  called  public  becaufe  they  are  under  the  care  of 
the  police,  and  are  let  out  to  common  people  on  the  crown's 
account;  farther  than  this  the  government  takes  no  concern 
either  about  their  eredlion  or  their  management.  Out  in  the 
country  they  are  entirely  free.— The  produce  from  the  contraft 
19  trifling.  At  leaft,  in  the  year  1723,  in  the  whole  empire  it 
amounted  to  no  mbre  than  37*957  rubles. 
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is  a  large  vaulted  oven,  which  when  heated  makes 
the  paving-ftoues  lying  upon  it  red-hot ;  and  ad- 
joining to  thp  oven  is  a  kettle  fixed  in  mafonry, 
for  the  purpofe  of  holding  boiling  \vater.  Round 
about  the  walls  are  three  or  four  rows  of  benches 
one  above  another  like  the  feats  of  a  fcaffold 
The  room  has  little  light,  but  here  and  there  are 
^  apertures  for  letting  the  vapour  efcape :  the  cold 
water  that  is  wanted  being  let  in  by  finall  chan«- 
nels.  Some  baths  have  an  anti-chamber  for  dref- 
ling  and  undreffing ;  but  in  mofl  of  xthem  this  is 
done  in  the  open  court-yard,  which  on  that  ac- 
count has  a  boarded  fence,  and  is  provided  with 
benches  of  planks. 

By  far  the  majority  of  the  baths  arc  conftruded 
as  they  are  here  defcribed.  In  the  countiy,  in 
parts  where  wood  is  fcarce,  they  fometimes  confifl 
of  miferable  caverns,  commonly  dug  in  the  earth 
clofe  to  the  bank  of  fome  river.  In  tlie  houfes  of 
wealthy  individuals,  and  in  the  palaces  of  the 
great,  they  are  formed  upon  the  fame  conftruftion, 
but  infinitely  more  elegant  and  convenient. 

The  heat  in  the  bath-room  is  ufually  from  thirty- 
two  to  forty  degrees  of  Reaumur,  and  that  greatly 
increafed  by  the  throwing  of  water  every  five  mi- 
nutes on  the  glowing  hot  ftones  in  the  chamber 
of  the  oven.  By  this  means  the  heat  often  rifes, 
efpecially  on  the  upperraoft  bench,  ^  to  forty-four 
degrees  of  tihat  thermometer. — The  bathers  lie, 
flark  naked,  on  one  of  the  benches,  where  they 

perfpire 
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perfpire  more  or  le&  in  proportion  to  tht  heat  of 
the  humid  atmofphere  in  which  they  are  enve* 
loped.  In  order  the  better  to  promote  perfpira^ 
tion  and  completely  to  open  the  pores,,  they  arc 
firft  rubbed,  and  then  gently  flagellated  with  leafy 
bunches  of  birch.  After  remaining  awhile,  they 
come  down  from  the  fWeating-^bench,  and  wafli 
their  body  with  M^arm  or  cold  water,  and  at  laft 
plunge  over  head  in  a  large  tub  pf  water.  Many 
people  throw  themfelves  immediately  from  the 
bath-room  into  the  adjoining  river,  as  the  youths 
of  ancient  Rome  ufed  to  leap  into  a  pond  after  the 
violent  exercife  of  wreftling,  or  roll  themfelves  in 
the  fnow  in  a  froft  of  ten  or  more  degrees. 

The  ruifian  baths,  therefore,  are  sweating- 
baths  ;  not  the  roman  tepidaxia  and  caldaria  of 
a  moderate  warmth,  but  very  violent  fweating- 
baths,  which  to  a  perfon.imhabituated  to  the  prac- 
tice bring  on  a  real,  though  a  gentle  and  almoft 
%roluptuous  fwoon.  They  are  vapoit&*baths,  not 
water  nor  yet  dry  fweating^baths ;  herein  they 
differ  from  all  the  baths  of  antiquity  as  well  as 
from  thofe  of  the  modem  orientals ;  and  this  is 
alfo  their  effential  excellence,  that  they  are  bene- 
ficial in  fuch  a  variety  of  cafes  where  hot-water 
baths  would  be  ufeleis  or  even  pernicious.  They 
are,  farther,  salutart-baths,  as  they  promote 
cleanlinefi,  ailifl  the  peri{)iration,  render  the  ikin 
foil  and  fmooth,  &c.  and  not  voluptuous  baths  aa 
among  the  Greeks  and  Rcmians,    All  the  mven- 

tions 
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tions  of  eflfeminacy  and  luxury  are  entirely  ob- 
viated; of  anointing  after  the  ufe  of  the  bath 
(which  in'  Rome  was  held  fo  indifpenfable  a*  re- 
quifite,  that  even  the  emperors  diftributed  oil 
among  the  people)  the  Ruffian  is  perfectly  igno- 
rant Inftead  of  this  the  fudden  tranfition  from 
heat  to  a  rigorous  froft  hardens  his  body  to  all  the 
feverities  of  climate,  to  every  viciffitude  of  wea- 
ther ;  a  tranfition  which  feems  unnatural  or  dan- 
gerous to  us,  only  from  the  prejudices  of  a  foft 
and  effeminate  age  * 

•  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  Ruffians  owe 
their  longevity,  their  robuft  ftate  of  health,  their 
little  difpofition  to  certain  mortal  difeafes,  and  their 
iiappy  and  cheerful  tempei',  moftly  to  thefe  baths ; 
though  climate,  aliment,  and  habits  of  living  like- 
wife  contribute  their  Ihare,  ■ —  The  great  lord  chan- 
cellor Bacon,  and  other  fagacious  obfervers .  of 
nature  and  of  mankihd,  have  lamented,  and  cer- 
tainly ndt  without  caufe,  that  this  bathing  has 
fallen  into  difufe  among  the  modern  nations  of 
Europe,  and  jilftly  wifli  the  praiftice  back  agaiii  in 

*  The  turkifli  ladies,  who  certainly  .nesed  not  yield  in  point 
of  delicacy  to  thofe  of  Europe,  bear  this  fadden  alteration 
equally  well  with  the  rullian  populace.  They  continue  bathing, 
according  to  the  teftimony  of  lady  Mary  Wortlcy  Montague, 
at  leall  four  or  &ve  hours  together,  and  without  catching  cold, 
^ough  they  go  immediately  from  the  hot  bath  into  the  cool 
apartment : — which  was  naturally  very  furpriilng  to  the  englilh 
lady. 

aU 
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all  our  towns  and  villages.  In  fitfil,  when  we  con- 
fider  that  the  old  ph}ficians  fo  early  introduced 
into  their  pradice  this  remedy  of  nature's  OAvn  in- 
vention, and  employed  it  with  fuch  great  fuccefs ; 
when  we  recolleft  that  Rome  for  five  hundred 
years  together  had  no  phyficians  but  only  baths, 
and  that  to  this  day  a  multitude  of  nations  cure 
almoft  all  their  maladies  merely  by  baths ;  we  can- 
not avoid  regarding  the  difmiflion  of  them  as  the 
epocha  of  a  grand  revolution  which  has  been 
MTOught  in  the  phyfical  ftate  of  the  human  race 
in  our  quarter  of  the  world. 

The  natural  perfpiration,  the  moft  important  of 
all  excretions,  muft  naturally  go  on  better  in  a 
body  conftantly  kept  foft  by  bathing.  A  great 
number  of  impurities  which  privily  lay  in  us  the 
tnin  to  tedious  and  dangerous  diftempers,  are 
timely  removed  ere  they  poifon  the  blood  and  the 
juices.  All  exanthematic  difeafes  are  abated  by 
bathing,  confequently  then  the  finall-pox ;  and  if 
this  dreadful  diforder  be  a6tually  lefs  fatal  in  Ruffia 
than  in  other  countries,  this  phtenomenon  need 
not  be  attributed  to  any  other  caufc  than  the 
vapour-batlis  *. 

It  appears,  then,  from  the  concurrent  teftimo- 
nies  of  hiftoiy,  language,  and  phyfiognomy,  that 
the  Ruffians  are  of  ilavonian  origin,  and  confe- 

*  .  - 

*  See  on  tins  fubjeft»  in  Schlcetzer's  above^qitdted  wo^k,  the 
difleitaiion  of  Dr.  Sanchez :  De  cara  variolarum  vaporaiii  ope 
apud  RuiToSj  &c. 

♦  quently 
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quently  sure  related  to  the  Poles,  the  Bohemians^ 
the  Slavonians,  and  other  nations  of  the  norths 
At  the  time  of  the  great  emigrations  from  the 
eaft,  in  the  fifth  century  of  the  vulgar  sera,  being 
difturbed  in  their  abode  on  the  Danube  by  the 
Bulgarians  and  Valakhians,  they  difperfed  them- 
felves  vai'ious  ways ;  fome  marching  to  the  Dniepr, 
where  they  built  Kief,  others  bending  their  courfd 
to  the  Volkhof  that  flows  into  the  Ladoga  lake, 
and  th6re  laid  the  foundations  of  Novgorod.  The 
latter  colony  fell  under. the  fway  of  the  Varagcs ; 
by  whom  they  were  named  Ruffiy-and  their  coun- 
try Ruflia  or  Roffia,  which  appellation  they  adopted 
tliemfelves.  Both  the  flavonian  colonies  were  de-* 
moci-acies ;  but  their  regent  Rurik,  in  tlie  year 
h62,  made  them  a  monarchy,  which  foon  extended 
its  limits  f^r  and  wide.  Towards  the  clofe  X){  the 
tenth  century,  Vladimir  introduced  the  ceremo-* 
nies  of  the  greek  religion,  to  which  he  niade  thofe 
of  the  pagan  give  place.  The  fubfequent  parti-^ 
tion  of  the  empire  among  feveral  princes  was  &f 
vourable  to  the  incurfions  of  the  Taitar^ ;  and  the 
thirteenth  century  faw  Ruffia  in  fubjeftion :  to 
Baaty,  the  khan  of  the  Golden  Horde,  and  his 
defcendantSy  and  Kief  fubniiffive  to  the  yoke,  of 
the  Poles.  In  the  latter  half  of  the  fifteetith  cen* 
tury  the  grand  duke  Ivan  Vaffillievitch  the  fiift 
very  much  curbed  the  Tartars;  and  about  the 
middie  of  tke  fifteenth  century  Ivan  Vaffillievitch 
the  iecond  overturned  the  taitarian  empire,  and 

made 
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made  its  kingdoms  of  Kajzan  and  Aftrakhan  tri* 
butary  to  his  fceptre.  He  extended  the  bounda* 
ries  of  his  dominion  to  the  foot  of  the  caucafean 
mountains.  In  the  year  157®,  the  conqueft  of 
Siberia  was  begun  under  the  aufpices  of  the  grand 
diike  Feodor  Ivanovltch,  by  the  d6n*kozak  Yer- 
mak  Timofeyef,  which  was  continued  during  the 
following  reigns  in  the  feventeeiith  century  to  the 
fliores  of  the  eafteni  ocean  and  the  banks  of  the 
Amoor. 

With-  the  commencement  of  the  eighteenth 
centur}^  Peter  the  great  began  to  reform  the  po- 
litical and  moral  condition  of  his  empire,  made 
difcoveries  in  the  northern  and  eaftern  oceans,  by 
which  he  enlarged  his  dominion  almoft  to  Japan 
and  the  american  (hores,  and  extended  the  boun- 
daries of  the  empire  towards  Sweden  and  Perfia. 
It  was  referved  for  Catharine  the  fecond  to  pro- 
fecute  the  plans  of  Peter ;  to  extend  the  limits  of 
the  empire  towards  Poland;  to  give  efficacy  to* 
the  moral  improvement,  the  profperity  and  the 
happinels  of  the  people ;  and  by  wholelbme  laws, 
by  the  inftitution  of  feminaries  of  learning,  to 
tranfmit  the  energy  and  the  glory  of  her  reign  to 
future  generations. 

We  have  already  feen  the  prodigious  CKtent  of 
the  empire.  But  not>vithftanding  the  great  dif» 
perfion,  and  the  confequent  diverfity  of  coimtries, 
climates,  and  iituations,  the  people  hav  far  more 
refemblance  in  point  of  perfon  and  manners  than 

thofe 
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thofe  of  diiFerent  nations  in  fmaller  ftates.  Ruf- 
fians about  Novgorod,  Astrakhan,  .  Archangel, 
Tobolflc,  Yakutfk,  are  not  fo  different  as  Germans 
from  the  various  circles  of  that  lefs  extcnfive  em- 
pire.  The  uniform,  fimple,  natural  mode  of  life, 
a  mind  exempt  from  care,  and  a  famenels  of  re- 
ligion, particularly  fi-om  their  influence  on  the 
diet,  feem  to  be  the  principal  caufes  of  this  little 
alteration. 

The  ruffian  language  is  an  improved  dialeft  of 
the  llavonian,  which,  with  its  charafters,  is  ftill  in 
ufe  in  the  offices  of  religion.  The  ruffian  alpha- 
bet ha^j  forty-one  letters,  whereof  fome  are  only 
notes  of  accent  in  pronunciation.  The  language 
is  rich  in  words,  foft,  expre0ive,  and  requires 
great  pliancy  in  the  organs  of  utterance.  Semi- 
naries have  been  founded  of  old  in  the  epifcopal 
feats ;  gymnafmrns  and  the  univerfities  of  Kief 
and  Mofco  are  foundations  of  great  antiquity. 
There  was,  however,  a  deficiency  in  fchools ;  and 
therefore  the  late  emprefs  was  conftantly  adding 
to  their  number.  Befides  thefe,  here  are  inftitu- 
tions  for  the  education  of  the  military  and  the 
nobility,  and  for  young  ladies  of  quality ;  an  aca- 
demy alfo  of  fciences,  and  another  for  the  ftudy 
of  the  arts,  which  were  entirely  re-ere6led  on  a 
magnificent  plan  by  Cathariile  11.  to  whofe  muni- 
ficence likewife  the  nation  is  indebted  for  the  efta- 
bliflmient  of  an  academy  for  the  improvement  of 
ruml  economy,  and  a  fociety  for  the  cultivation 

of 
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of  the  ruflSan  language.  In  all  the  feveral  infti- 
tuttons  for  tlxe  purpofes  of  educatipn  throughout 
the  empire,  the  pupils  are  found  in  every  necef- 
fary  article,  fuch  as  board,  lodging,  food^  raiment, 
wafhing,  &c.  and  are  dependent  on  the  founda- 
tion. Accordingly  the  entrance  into  thefe  fchools 
is  accounted  a  fervice  rendered  to  the  country ; 
and  in  reckoning  the  years  of  fervice,  in  order  to 
promotion  m  rank,  the  years  of  attendance  at 
fchool  are  always  included. 

The  native  Ruffians  are  of  different  ftature;. 
fome  are  very  tall,  but  few  mnch  below  the  ufual 
height;  feveral  of  them  are  remarkably  ftrong 
limbed,  in  general  they  are  lean,  but  well  built 
Thofe  defonnities  which  in  other  parts  of  Europe 
are  moftly  owing  to  the  refinements  of  luxury  iri- 
titXluced  into  education,  are  here  but  rarely  feen  : 
their  mouth  and  eyes  are  fmall,  the  lips  thin,  the 
teeth  even  and  beautiful,  the  nofe,  as  every  where, 
various,  in  general  not  large  nor  very  aquiline ; 
the  forehead  frequently  low,,and  their  afpefl;  rather 
grave :  the  beard  is.  ftrong  and  bufliy,  their  hair 
lank,  brown,  flstxen,  or  red, .  feldom  or  never  en- 
tirely  black:  in  fight  and  hearing  they  are  un- 
commonly  acute:  the  organs  of  feeling,  fmell, 
and  tafte,  are  Jiardened,  like  all  the  reft  of  their 
body,  by  the  rudqnefs  of  their  climate  and  man- 
ner of  lite.  They  are  moftly  of  a  fanguine  cho- 
leric temperament,  and  vice  verfa,  with  a  greater 
or  lefs  mixture  of  the  melancholic,  feldom  of  the 
VOL.  ir.  c  phleg- 
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f  hlegfHatk^  ftill  Mdotaer  mnt^ly  toieiaadiclid  of 
phkgmattic:  m  gait  atid  a^km  tiiey  at-d  btift^ 
lively,  and  agfle« 

The  comptexiDtr  of  the  females  b  bhuiette,  witk 
-a  fine  fkiii ;  many  cf  them  extremely  hani^fome.  , 
As  hdt  any  reftramt  is  put  Vtpon  their  giowil^, 
their  fef«?a(te  atid  ftet  ate  large ;  the  former  far 
more  ftill  than  Ihefe  of  Ihfe  tartar  women.  Oitb 
generally  arrive  early  at  fnatorify,  miinbers  in 
their  twelfth  or  thirteenth  year ;  but  matiy  of  them  , 
lo(e  aiS  Iheir  beauty,  aft^er  being  married  but  a 
coiipte  of  year».  Tlie  frequent  ufe  of  the  hol^- 
bath  promotes  an  eariy  devetopement,  atid  as  early 
a  decay;  and  the  hideous  pra^ice  of  painting 
fpoils  the  fkin.  As  the  women,  among  the  lower 
fUitions  in  genera)>  are  kept  on  harder  fare,  and 
more  accuftomed  to  work  than  the  girted  the^  are 
alfo  moi-e  negligent  of  th^r  perfons. 

The  general  difpofitio^  of  the  people  h  gay, 
cafekfi  even  to  levity,  nii^ch  addicted  to  fenfua^ 
lity,  quick  in  comprehending  whatevi^  is  pro- 
poied,  and  not  lefs  prompt  in  its  execution ;  in- 
genious in  finding  out  meam  of  abridging  their 
work ;  in  all  their  oecupfttioi»  ready,  alert^  and 
^exteroiB.  Violent  in  their  paffion%  they  eafily 
TOiftake  the  golden  mean,  and  not  unfrequently 
Tufh  into  the  contrary  extreme.  They  toe  atten* 
tive,  refolute,  bold,  and  enterprifitog.  To  tmde 
and  barter  they  have  an  irrefiftible  impulfe.  Hiey 
are  hofpitaWe  and  liberal,  fipequently  to  their  owa 
4  impo- 


inq^eymflimeiit  Anxious  folUdtudes  about  the 
future,  here  c^pfe  l^t  few  grey  pates.  In  their 
.ilitercourfe  with  others^  they  are  friendly,  jovia^ 
complaifant,  very  ready  to  oblige^  notenviouSi  flai^- 
derous,  Of  ceiiibriou9,  and  much  given  to  referve^ 
from  their  natwal  and  fimple  way  of  life,  tl^ek 
*  wants  are  few,  and  thofe  eafily  fati^tied,  leaving  the^ 
kifure  for  recreations  and  repofe ;  and  the  coi^ 
ftant  cheerfulnefi  of  their  temper  frees  them  firpqi 
troublefome  prqjefb,  procures  them  iktisfa&iQn  in 
all  fituattons,  keeps  them  healthy  and  ftrong,  and 
brings  them  to  an  undi£quieted,  contented,  briik, 
fometimes  a  very  advanced  old  age. 

The  nation  chiefly  confifls  of  the  nobility  and 
peafantry ;  but  we  may  alfb  admit  the  burgeHei, 
a  clais  which  was  confiantly  more  and  more  raifed 
and  encouraged  by  the  late  fovereign ;  to  which 
may  be  added  the  koz&ks  as  another  order.  The 
nobility  is  compofed  of  princes  *,  noblemen,  or 
boyars ;  and,  in  later  times,  of  princes  of  tlie 
roman  empire,  counts,  and  barons.  The  nobles 
may  be  proprietors  of  land  and  people,  and  hold  the 
higheft  offices  in  the  civil  and  military  departments. 
Thedvorianini  are  in  a  manner  city-nobles,  though 
pot  properly  to  be  compared  with  the  patridans 
of  the  cities  of  Germany.  Odnodvortzi  are  the 
lowed,  clafs  of  noblefle,  fomewhat  fijoiilar  to  the 
body-guards  ijx  Poland. 

c2  The 
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Th6  burgher  ftate,  yeomanry,  or  comfnofidty, 
to  give  it  fomewhat  of  an  englifh  term,  though' 
neither  of  them  will  properly  exprcfs  it,  is  com-- 
pofed  of  the  Poffatflci  and  Rafnotlhiritzi,  who  live 
iu  towns  and  villages,  governed  by  their  proper 
magift rates,  whether  as  merchants  or  tradefmen. 
The}'^  are  excluded  from  offices  and  pofts  of  fer-* 
vice  or  honour,  furnilh  head-money  and  recruits, 
but  cannot  be  vaffals.     By  the  uncontrolled  free- 
dotti  of  trade  that  is  enjoyed  in  this  country, 
whereby  any  man  may  now  follow  one  calling  and 
then  another,  and  not  conftantly  adhere  to  either, 
merchants  and  handicraftfmen  oftentimes  live  by 
agriculture  alone,  while  boors  fubfift  by  trade  and 
bufinefs.     It  is  not  ufual  for  the  latter  to  employ 
journeymen  and  apprentices,  but  only  workmen 
and  labourers.     However,  this  clafs  is  fo  totally 
diffimilar  from  any  order  of  men  in  our  own  or 
otlver  countries,  that  a  more   circumftantial  ac- 
count of  it  is  not  here  to  be  expefted,  but  will 
more  properly,  find  a  place  in  the  following  book. 
By  an  edid  of  th?  year  1775,  the  merchants 

•  pay  annually  at  the  rate  of  one  per  cent  on  their 
capital  in  lieu  of  the  capitation  tax,  and  are  alfo 
allowed  to  pay  money  inftead  of  the  recruits  they 

•arc  bound  to  fui-nifh;   by  which  this  rank  has 

:heen  greatly  raifed. 

'Of  the  peafantry,  fuch  as  belong  to  the  crown 
and  the  mpnafteries  pay  taxes  according  to  the 
laws  of  Uie  land,  and  are  liable  to  th«  otlicr  duties 

•  impoled- 
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impoied  by  the  fame  authority ;  but  they  may  be 
made  over  to  particulars  as  donatives  from  the^ 
crown.  Noble  boors,  as  they  are  called,  are  the 
vaffals  of  their  lord,  on  whofe  arbitrary  difpofal 
they  entirely  depend,  and  q-ccording  to  the  tern- . 
per  and  difpofition  of  whom,  they  are  either  treated 
with  harihnefs  or  humanity;  fuch  as  are  fo  happy 
as  to  belong  to  benevoknt  and  generous  maftei's 
generally  live  comfortably  enough,  and  fome  of 
them  frequently  get  rich.  From  all  of  them  fuch 
as  are  fit  to  be  made  foldiers  are  taken  by  lot  as 
recruits.  The  peafantry  are  not  bound  to  follow 
agriculture,  the  breeding  of  cattle,  and  the  other 
employments  of  hufbandry,  but  may  ftrike  into 
trade  and  puifue  it  either  alone  or  in  conjunftion 
with  their  rural  conc^rn^,  a?  they  find  it  mod  be- 
neficial or  convenient, 

The  kozaks  form  a  particular  clals  originating 
from  the  peafantiy.  They  live,  exempt  from  taxes, 
in  villages,  forts,  and  petty  tQwns,  on  the  prodqce 
of  their  ^^Ids  and  pafturps  or  the  labour  of  their 
hands,  fumifh  po  recruits,  are  not  given  away  as 
ferfs,  and  enjoy  other  privileges.  But  they  all 
ferve  as  light  hoifemen,  as  eaily  and  as  long  as 
they  are  fit  for  it,  providing  themfelves  with  horfes, 
clothes,  and  accQutrements,  and  only  receive  pay 
when  they  are  in  aftual  fervice ;  of  them,  how- 
flKer,  more  is  faid  in  another  place. 

Jhe  trades  carried  on  by  the  Ruffians  are  in  ge- 

c  3  neral 
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ii«-al  the  Taine  as  are  ekercHfed  in  th«  other  ^arfc* 
of  Europe. 

The  inland  commerce  fcems  but  fmall,  afi  it  M 
Ttioftly  conduced  by  fhopkeepers  and  monopo- 
lizers, and  die  chief  tranfport  of  goods  by  knd  i« 
ia  caravans;  it  is  ncverthelefe  of  great  impor- 
ttoce,  by  gi\^ng  employment  and  fuftentihce  to 
in  itinumerabte  body  of  people,  by  the  great  \ient 
it  procures  for  the  produAs  of  natiire  and  art,  and 
by  keeping  thie  i^ecie  of  the  country  in  a  con- 
ftant  and  quick  circulation.  The  petty  merchants 
earry  on  their  bufinefs  by  trttTdling  from  pkcje  to 
place  about  the  country;  and,  tlierefore,  on  all 
6ccafions  make  fpeedy  and  frequent  returns  of 
Aeir  money.  By  their  frugal  manner  of  living, 
and  by  the  hofpitaKty  of  the  boors  n4iich  every 
where  prevails,  the  confumption  ev6n  on  loog 
joumies  is  but  finall ;  and  thus  it  frequently  hap- 
pfens  that  an  apparditly  infigmficattt,  unprodttC- 
tive  traffic  maintains  and  dften /enriches  a  number 
of  families.  Formerly  all  traffit  was  confined  to 
the  annual  fairs.  The  merdhants  attended  them 
wrth  the  commodities  they  liad  to  difpofe  <yt]  and 
bouglit  with  the  money  they  got  for  them,  or  bar- 
tered them  againft,  the  produSls  of  thofe  parts. 
For  a  long  time  pail,  every  city,  every  town*, 
and  nmny  'great  villages,  has  its  regular  mail:^ 
retaining  at  the  fame  time  its  anitual  fahis.     The 

•  Sloboda. 
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inarket-flaces  threusbout  the  empire  are,  in  their 
mode  of  conilru^n,  uoifoiwjy  the  fame :  a  qua- 
dni]|g^hiulding.of  timber  or  hxick,  <iiyided  intQ 
ihopt^  with  a  pmm  befone  tb^m  for  the  conve- 
memcy  of  cuitomen  ki  aU  kiiids  of  weather.  Thi^ 
imquaitly  i^actoiis  Md^mdifoiiie  ftruftufei  which^ 
tm  account  of  the  frupigsers  tli^l;  fometimes  hire 
ibops  in  thfioa,  a»  catted  gueft-coTiffta  *,  aijid  in 
itffud  to  its  ufef I  tbc  buying  er  bartering-iplac^ 
aod  uliere  aioo^,  and  not  iii  private  boufes,  arti^ 
cles  cf  trade  nmf  l>e  Srid,  is  i^Ually  built  by  th<? 
^^ovemment  or  €hc  jo^ftiaey  /of  the  pla^e.  At 
libit  fn  Siheriay  at  Eknteineiiburg;  and  above  bX^ 
m  tim  mona^ry  of  Makarief  oti  tiie  bw3iJ&  of  the 
Velga,  oear  Njdrafiy-Noygwod,  yewiy  fkir$  aj^ 
beid,  vhich,  for  «fae  imottnt  of  the  Uxrm  land  rer 
turns,  aiay  vie  ^h  die  tnoft  noted  in  Ewope,    > 

The  fbpeign  •asigmertt,  till  abobt  the  ^loffe  qt 
tiie  fifteenth  oenturyy  ims  but  trifling,  and  ahnoft 
ntrhoUy  co8ifii:ied  to  Novgorod,  ^vhoch  bdonged  to 
the  feinfeatiq  lea^gae.  The  RufiiaM  were  unac-^ 
i}uainted  vidi  tk&x  own  prodn^ls ;  ayid>  living  as 
they  did,  in  the  genuipe  fimplicity  of  the  childien 
of  nature,  they  had  little  occafion  for  articles 
from  abroad.  By  ioiperceptible  degrees  the  pro- 
4uids  of  the  counlTry  were  undecfteod  and  ex- 
plored ;  and  the  introdudicm  of  a  moi^e  refined 
mode  of  tiding  occafioned  a  demand  for  foreign 

*  (Qof^inoi  dvor^ 
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commodities.  Under  Peter  the  great,  manufac- 
tories got  up ;  the  .working  of  mines  and  all  kinds 
of  trade  wcmt  on  in  a  thriving  (late ;  arid  com- 
mercial regulations,  duties,  &c.  gave  commerce 
a  proper  direftion,  and  fecured  the  balance  iti 
their  favour.  It  is  a  general  praftice  with  the 
merchants  of  Ruilia  to  be  paid,  half  of  the  price 
'beforehand  of  the  inland  commodities  which  they 
iuy  up  and  deliver  to  foreigners,  according  to 
contraft,  for  exportation;  but  to  take  foreign 
goods  upon  a  year's  credit.  ^Foreigners  therefore 
only  gain  when  all  goes  right;  but  the  Ruffians 
ahvays,  let  matters  take  what  courfe  they  wilL 
for  which  realbn  they  willingly  refign  to  foreign- 
ers the  profits .  accruing  from  the  tranfport,  and 
have  themfelves  but  few  fhips  at  fea.  The  moil 
confiderable  maritime  commerce,  as  we  have  al- 
ready feen,  is  at  St.  Peterfburg  and  Riga,  by  way 
ef  the  Baltic;  at  Archangel,  on.  the  northern 
ocean,  &c.  at  Taganrok,  on  the  Euxine ;  at 
Aftrfikhan  on  the  Cafpian,  and  at  Kamtfliatka, 
•  On  the  Eaftem  ocean.  The  principal  feats  of  the 
foreign  commerce  by  land  are  the  Ukraine,  whence 
the  ruflian  merchants  vifit  the  markets  of  Poland 
and  the  fairs  of  Germany;  Orenburg,  where  a 
confiderable  trade  is  carried  on  with  feveral  afiatic 
nations  ;  and  Kiachta  in  Daouria,  where  a  great 
mercantile  intercourfe  is  held  with  China. 

Manufactories    of  wool,    cotton,     filk,    flax, 
metals,    &c.   paper-'mills,    wax  bleacheries,   fait- 

petre 
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j)etre  ;and  glais-houfes,  tapeftry,  and  porcelain 
fabrics,  with  irfany  other  eftablifliments  of  a. like 
nature,  partly  belonging  to  the  crown,  but 
moftly  to  -private  perfons,  and  efpecially  thp 
working  of  mines,  enfiploy  an  immfinfe  number 
of  people,  as  well  as  artifts  an4  tradefmen,  both 
in  town  and.  country,  the  produds  of  thd^ 
manufadories  yield  in  no  refpeft  to  the  beft  of 
other  countries;  which  however  cannot  always 
be  atiirmed  of  the  works  of  thQ  ruffiaii  artizans. 

• 

As  the  firee  coyjatrymen  pay  a  tax  i^ot  only  for 
their  fields,  but  alfo  for  their  heads^  they  follow 
hufbandry  with  that  licence  I  mentioned  before ; 
and  many  of  theip  negled  it  entirdy  in  order  to 
devote  themfelves  to  trade  and  bulinefi.  The 
vaffal-boors  are  employed,  at  the  pleafureof  their 
lord,  either  in  country  or  city  occupations,  Jxl 
inanu&6iories  and  fabrics,  the  handicraft  trade% 
or  the  mines.  Agriculture,  therefore,  is  not  fo 
generally  the  bufinefs  of  the  peafantry  in  Ruflia 
as  in  other  countries,  -  However,  on  the  whole  it 
is  carried  on  to  fo  great  an  extent,  as  not  only  to 
fumifh  the  nations  of  the  empire  that  eat  bread 
with  that  article,  and  the  prodigious  quantities  of 
com,  at  a  very  moderate  price,  confumfed  by  the 
brandy  diftilleries ;  but  alfo  can  export  a  great 
fuperfluity  to  foreign  countries.  Even  from  the 
fifty-fifth  to  the  fixtieth  degree  of  north  latitude 
in  Siberia^  are  lai-ge  tra6ls  of  arable  land,  moftly 
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^rtSe,  good  crops  of  hay,  asd  jpacious  ibrffit. 
More  to  the  north,  culimAion  is  le&  to  be  de- 
pended on,  and  the  vhole  fyficm  of  rural  aocov 
tkomy  is  very  liable  to  failures,  and  attended  with 
great  difiicnlties^  Throughout  Ruffia  «very  vUr 
lage  has  its  proper  territory,  and  every  eftate  its 
allotted  indofures  -and  commons^.  In  the  Idb 
cukivated  pkins  of  Siberia,  every  man  takes  as 
*  ixmch  grotmd  from  the  open  ileppes  as  he  can 
manage.  .When  fech  a  portion  of  gnrand  is  ex^ 
Imufte^,  the  oounttyman  lets  it  he  &liov  for  a 
year  or  two^  gees  and  turns  np  another  piece, 
land  fe  proceetk.  Frequently  thefe  htt^  Arips  of 
aground  He  (battered  at  twenty,  fifty,  and  even 
eighty  'refffts  diftance  £^m  the  vifiaget  Tbfi  ^x 
fsi  thefe  fields  is  meafured  eafi^waidst,  each  <if 
nrhieli  beiitg  fixty  (fathom  long  and  forty  yri^i 
4>ut  in  fbme  parts,  funl  aU  -o^er  the  {j'kvanie,  tfaey 
are  eighty  h^em  in  length  smd  fmty  »  lireadtiii. 
In  Ruffia  and  Siberia  they  cultivate  winter  lye 
and  fumtner  rye;};,  wrnter-wheat^  4>nly  In  Ruffia 
as  iar  as  die  Kama,  fummer*wheat  both  in  Ruiliai 
and  Siberia;  barieyfl,  (pelt-baifey,  or  bear-harley >, 
plentifully  in  Ruffia ;  oats  9,  in  Ruffia  and  Siberia ; 
few  peafe,  ftiU  fewer  •vetches  and  beans ;  %  great 
deal  of  buck-wheat^;  in  Siberia  tartarian  i^uck<^ 

*  Tiftglo.         t  ^efettiiu.         t  RoA«  ^  Pfltemtn. 
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irtefi*:^^/ ttiilfet*   aad  the  grain  cafcd  pamcam 
gemianieiuitt,  only  m  RatTot. 

Hie  iMDWe  ^pemfe  .much  on  the  ipiatity  rf 
the  foa,  clifnrte,  md  gt^ter  <m-  inferigr  popobb' 
tiofi.      In  iBPi^U  ix^pied   regions  the  fkids  utt 
dunged,  becaufetbe  huibandbnan  can  alfopd  tiien 
b«t  tittle  refptte;  in  fertile  cliiiritSs^  howef^r,  of 
^  numerduft  habittautions,  tJhs  good  araiyte  kund 
tadu!«6  no  diiDg,  Tequiring  onfy  «fter  eveiy  itn 
» teii  yetm  ufi^  three,  four^  w  <vfe  yeaiB  wft. 
&adi  powerful  fell  is  feund  in  dJifei^mt  parts  of 
dte  goveraiAeiate  of  Bfinbidk  and  Penea^  and 
about  Ufa  and  Orenburg,  'as  alib  in  the  fi>«tb6m 
fteppes  ^0f  Stbeiia,  jq  the  ftep{ies  ai  the  Ifet,  the 
ffliim,  the  Baxaha,  ai)out  Irkatik  aixd  m  ibnithem 
Dacmria.   Hie  coirn,  after  dangiog,  ftoots  tap  intd 
k^  £»ir,  aMd  bears  svo  iblid  ears.    The  nsoft 
ttagraftefiii  foils  aie  in  Finn-land,  Ardhatigcfl,  and 
Ihe  noith  «(f  Evffia,  alfo  the  tioith  and  aoith*' 
eaftem  parts    of  Siberia,    in   .Kamtfliatka,   Ac. 
Thejr  HAreif  yield  an  inci>eajfe  abav«  threefold,  and 
«Aen  entiFeiy  (ail  by  1/he  intenienefs  of  tlie  iroit 
The  comnion  land  brings  an  increafe  of  from  £ve 
to  weight  fold,  and  tiie  fre^  broke  pieces  in  the 
above-mentioned  fteppes  fbr  fome  years  fucoef- 
£vely  will  give  an  inoreafe  of  ten  up  to  fifteen 
ibid. 


f  Polygonom  t2^a^icum  Linn,  ruis  dikuflu. 
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.  The  country  people  generally  make  ufe  of  the 
little  ruffian  or  livonian  one  horfe  plough  •.  For 
winter  corn  they  plough  twice,  for  fummer  corn 
only  once,  and  always  quite  flat.  On  fome  lands 
the  corn  is  firft  ftreuTi,  then  ploughed  *in,  and 
harrowed  fmooth  with  an  additional  horfe  by  the 
fide  of  the  other;  by  which  method  one  man, 
with  two  poor  feeble  horfes,  can  rid  a  good  bit  of 
ground.  In  woody  diftri6ls  the  boors  make  new: 
land  in  the  fwedifh  manner,  by  burning  the 
fbrefts,  which  if  they  let  alone  only  for  three  or 
four  years  will  all  be  covered  over  again  with 
youBg  trees  and  faplings. 

The  com  is  cut  with  ficklesf,  in  which  em- 
ployment the  women  and  (children  affift.  They 
bind  it  in  little  ilieaves,  fet  it  up  on  the  fields  in 
ihocks,  and  carry  it  home  in  winter  on  fledges. 
Tliey  then  dry  it  in  fmall  wooden  kilns  j;,  with  a 
fmouldering  fire,  which  they  keep  burning  in  a 
hole  near  the  kiln,  and  the  fmoke  whereof  ruflies 
into  it  The  corn  thus  dried,  is  fpread  upon  the 
ice  of  a  river,  or  a  floor  wetted  with  water,  where 
it  is  threflied  with  light  flails,  then  ftored  in  little 
bams;  and,  what  remains  over  from  domeftic 
ufes,  is  conveyed  to  town,  which  is  fometimes  a 
hundred,  nay  two  hundred,  or  even  four  hundred 
verfts  dillant ;  where  it  is  fold,  not  by  meafure, 
but  by  weight ;  rye  and  wheat  as  well  as  meal,  iu 

*  Socha.  f  Serpa.  X  OvinL 

mat- 


'  THE  tNHABITAK'Ml.  29 

ttiat-facks*  of  eight  pood,  and,  efpecially  in 
Siberia,  at  an  inconceivably  low  price.  In  Kraf- 
noyarflc,  for  example,  where  it  is  particularly 
cheap,  a  pood  of  rye  meal  will  fell  for  two  to 
three  kopeeks ;  or  about  a  penny.  WTieat  flour 
five  kopeeks,  and  fo  of  the  reft.  In  Irkutflc  they 
are  about  three  times  dearer.  —  In  many  parts  of 
the  country  every  boor  has  his  own  f  water-miH 
built  by  himfelf,  with  a  horizontal  water-whceL 
In  cold  regions  the  ftraw  is  given  to  the  cattle; 
but  in  the  fbuthetn  parts,  where  the  cattle  remain 
out  all  tlie  winter,  it  is  left  to  rot. 

The  villagers,  with  whom  wnter  provender  is 
a  requifite,  have  hay-fields,  bordering  on  the 
banks  of  lakes  and  riveriS,  in  brakes  and  fens  of 
the  forefts.  In  order  to  get  rid  of  the  old  withered 
grafs,  the  dry  weeds,  twigs,  and  light  fluff,  for 
warming  the  ground,  and  for  manuring  it  with 
wood-afli,  they  fet  it  on  fire,  as  they  are  apt  to 
do  with  the  meadow-lands  of  the  fteppe  in  fprin^; 
though,  oh  account  of  the  great  mifchief  occa- 
fioned  by  this  praftice  to  the  forefts,  whole  verfts 
of  them  being  frequently  burnt  at  once,  it  is 
ftriftly  prohibited.  When  the  fleppes  and  mea- 
dow-lat&ds  arc  thus  on  fire,  the  appearance  they 
make,  efpecially  at  night,  is  truly  tremendous; 
the  fire  works  its  way  in  all  directions,  frequentljr 
in  lines  that  extend  faxther  than  the  eye  can 

•  Kool.  t  Mutofka. 
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ff€a<^  znd  £11  tbe^borizon  in  &i(^  mftftfler  witk 
AoDoke^  that  one  may  loo^  ftedfailVf  at  the  iUii 
the  irholc  day  throi^h.  The  graft  i«  mo^TOd  vitb 
«very  fmall  fcytlie$»  and  not  before  the  month  of 
Jul^,  that  it  may  have  time  ta  reach  its  fuU 
iprowth  and  fcatter  its  ieed. 

Befides  corn^  tliey  grow  flax*,  in  large  qualtf 
titles^  cbidly  on  the  fliores  oi  the  Veiga;  but 
tEttA  o£  all  in  the  government  of  Yaroflaf,  vhere 
otte  fees  flax^fields,  as  elfewhere  corn-fields ;  the 
mat  ia  the  proc^uce  of  flax  are  the  governments 
of  Mofco  and  Kazan.  It  is  thought  that  the 
common  flax  would  not  profper  in  Siberia;  never- 
t&elefr  fome  Poles,  fettkd  about  the  Irtiih  and  in 
Daouria  upon  the  Selenga,  cultiv«;Ce  \nalakbi9JL 
&UL  SfnUh  good  fuccefe.  The  perennial  flax,  ih9- 
tspieat  in  the  fouth  of  Sib^iaf,  ig  entinely  un- 
lieeded,  though.it  may  be  propagated  to  great  ad- 
^vantage. 

Hemp:};  is  indigenous  in  all  the  ibuth  and 
middle  of  Ruffia  and  Siberia,  and  in  all  thefe 
parts  is  ^propagated  in  great  abundance,  both  oa 
account  of  its  material,  for  linens,  laii-cloth,  &a 
-azul  of  the  oil  exprefled  from  its  feed,  of  which 
en  ama&ng  q;uantity  is  confumed  for  food  during 
tiie.  fafts,  and,  as  well  as  the  bemp  itfelf,  exported 
KfiftuaUy  to  a  great  amount 

*  Len.       f  ThcKttamperenneLiNHJBi.        t  Kanapl. 
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Waaid  bkcwife  grows  wild  m  foQthem  Ruffia 
and  Siberia^  k  is  gathered  in  the  Ukntine  and 
employed  id  ftahriiig  and  df  ing;  It  is.  alfo  culti* 
i^ted^  but  cmly  in  the  government  of  Penza^  and 
about  the  Don. 

Tobacco  is  plzAUA  almoft  Iblely  in  the  Ukraine; 
but  there  in  great  abundance. 

Hopa  are  propagated  by  the  viOagera  only  i* 
fmall  quantities^  in  the  governments  of  Kazan^ 
Nifhney-Novgorod,  &c.  and  in  Siberia  in  the 
pnmnce  of  Irkutik.  They  are  plentifully  fiip- 
plied  with  the  wild  (brt,  which  thrires  almoft 
eveiy  ^ere^  among  the  buihes  that  grow  about 
the  banks  df  riTers,  in  brakes  and  low  forefta. 

But  little  account  is  made  of  oKhards  except 
in  the  chief  towns  r  however  tb^  are  feen  dbout 
the  town»  and  villages,  on  the  Volga  from  the 
regkm  round  Mofco  down  tlie  jriver  to  Aftrakhan^ 
along  the  Oka,  and  the  other  rivers  on  the  ri^bt 
of  the  Volga  and  the  inferior  parts  of  the  river 
Ural,  and  i^  over  the  Ukiuiae,  where  orchard 
fruits  are  cultivated  with  great  diligence  and  fuc- 
cefs.  After  all  the  attempts  that  have  been  made, 
no  fruit-trees  will  thrive  in  Siberia.  Something 
of  a  coimtry  wine*  is  made  about  the  Don,  in 
Little  Rtti&a,  on  the  Terek,  and  on  the  Volga^ 
near  Saratof,  and  efpecially  about  Afirakhaik 
Every  villager  has  a  little  kitchen-garden  adjoining 
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to  his  cottage,  particularly  for  the  growth  of  cab- 
bages, turnips,  betel  carrots*,  cucumbers,  ra^ 
diflies,  onions,  and  '  leeks,  a  few  potatoes,  fome 
dill,  g'ourds,  and  melons,  indifpenfable  to  him  on 
account  of  the  numerous  faft-days.  Water-me- 
Jonsf  arfe  cultivated  in  furprifmg  numbers  in  the 
fouth-eaftern  parts  of  Ruffia,  from  the  Don  to  the 
Ural, .  elpccially  on  the  Volga,  in  open  fields  got 
from  the  fteppes,  and  are  eaten  either  raw,  or 
iaited .  like  cucumbers. 

The  fbrefts,  which  arie  fcattered  fparingly  about 
the  fouthemmoft  parts  of  Ruffia,  in  the  northern 
extremities  above  the  fixtieth  degree  are  not  feeu. 
They  are  very  common  in  the  middle  regions  of 
Jtuffia  and  in  Siberia,  and  confifl  alternately  of 
the  fir  J,  the  pine§,  the  white  fir||,  the  white  and 
.black  poplar #,  the  afpinc,  the  afhd,  the  Raider, 
the  birch  TT,  the  beech  p,  the  oak  ^,  the  « linden, 
the  mountain-afhtf,  the  elmx,  the  willow  tr,  the 
palm-^willowr,  and  feyeral  others:  alfo  in  the  cau- 
cafean  mountains  a  great  variety  of  fruit-trees^ 

*  MarlcQvi.  f  Arboofes*  t  Tal;  pinasplcea>  and  pinus 
fylveAris:  ^  Sofna ;  pinus  abies.  ||  Pichu.  ^  Topol  and 
Ofokor ;  populus  alba  and  populus  nigra.  •  Offina ;  populus 
tremula.  0  YaiTen ;  fraxinus  excelfior.  i  Olcha ;  betnla  alnas« 
w  Berefa  ;  betnla.  ^  Bak ;  fagas.  f  Dap ;  qoercus.  0  Lipa  ; 
tiiia.  90  Rebina ;  fraxinas  montan.  *  Viass  and  IJina ;  ulmos 
campeftrisf  idinus  facivai  Millbr  ;  and  ulmus  pumila.  cr  Tal 
and  Iva;  falix  triaodra>  falix  pentandra^  falix  fragili5>  falix 
«iba»  iaUx  caprca.    r  Saiix  arcnaria. 

walnuts, 
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valnuts,  and  a  kind  of  red  wood  "* ;  in  Siberia 
and  in  lofty  mountainai  the  larch  f,  the  fiberiati 
cedar  J,  and  balfam-poplar§,  every  wheite  em- 
ploying a  great  number  of  hands.  Ahnoft  every 
villager  is  a  carpenter,  who  builds  his  own  houfe 
of  balk»  or  trunks  of  trees,  makes  wKarft  on  the 
navigable  rivers,  and  whale\^r  elfe  belongs  to  the 
carpenter's  trade.  In  the  upper  parts  of  the  Oka 
and  in  its  fuperior  rivers,  and  on  the  rivers  to  the 
left  of  the  Volga,  from  the  tJnfha  as  far  as  the 
Kamma,  their  chief  employment  is  to  ftrip  the 
linden  of  its  bark;  the  inner  rind  whereof  ||,  they 
work  up  into  bafkets  for  fledges  and  carts,  or 
make  of  it  a  light  covering  to  their  houfes,  to 
the  flieds  where  the  fait  is  kept  in  heaps,  the  little 
huts  for  fleeping  in  upon  the  floats  and  velfels  that 
go  down  the  rivers,  &c.  All  forts  of  houfehold 
cups,  baflcets,  and  the  like,  in  common  ufe 
throughout  the  whole  empire,  are  made  of  it ;  and 
the  making  of  what  we  call  ruflia  mats  J",  trays, 
troughs,  ladles,  flcimmers,  fpoons,  &c.  of  the 
linden  wood,  is  a  great  part  of  their  bufinefs.  A 
no  lefs  humher  gain  their  livelihood  merely  by 
preparing  the  birch-tan,  not  to  mention  the 
occupation  of  fo  many  in  ftripping  all  kind  of 
trees  of  their  bark  for  the  feveral  ufes  of  the  tan- 


•  A  fpecies  of  the  rhamnas.  +  Lidvenitza ;  pittas  larix. 
t  Kedr.  §  Topol ;  populus  baUkmifera*  ||  Lab.  ^  Ragofhi. 
•  Dogac. 
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neries,  particularly  the  yuft  manufaflories,  and 
the  burning  of  wood  for  charcoal,  which  is  feat 
to  the-  mines,  and  the  different  ftore-hoirfes  be- 
longing to  government 

In  the  breeding  of  cattle,  the  countryman  i^ 

.direded  by  climate  and  pailuraga  In  legions 
where  the  cattle  mufl  be  flailed  and  foddered 
during  the  winter,  the  boor  has  at  mofl  but  a 
fcant}  herd ;  wliere  they  can  day  out  in  the  open 
lieppe  all  the  winter,  or  the  greater  part  of  it, 
as  in  the  ibuth  of  Siberia,  a  man  is  often  mafter 
of  three  hundred  horfes,  not  fewer  iheep,  fome- 

.  where  about  half  the  number  of  homed  cattle^ 
always  a  few  fwine,  and  a  great  deal  of  poultry; 
fometinies  geefe  and  duck^. 

The  ruffian  horfes  are  of  a  middling  jGze,  with 
large  heads,  long  flabby  ears,  not  very  handfome, 
but  fpirited,  ftrong,  and  hardy.  The  horned 
cattle  are  little  and  bride,  Tlie  cows  give  but 
little  milk,  and  tliat  is  poor  and  thin.  In  little 
Ruffia  tlie  oxen  are  ufed  for  draught.  Every 
where  about  Atclxangcl  tliere  is  a  fine  breed  of 

.  large  cows,  brought  originally  from  Holland,  and 
are  not  found  to  degenerate  in  the  leafl.  The  trt^e 
ruffian  flieep  are  diftinguifhable  from  the  common 
fort  by  their  fliort  tail,  not  above  the  length  of 
three  inches.  Their  wool  is  coarfe,  but  better 
than  that  of  the  broad-tailed. kirghiflzian  iheep, 
and  would  probably  improve  in  fbme  of  the  dry 
fleppes. '  There  are  nowhere  any  particular  flieep- 

folds; 
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fiAds;  that  is,  there  are  no  people  who  make  it 
their  fole  bufinels  to  breed  and  fatten  tiiem.  It  i^ 
Sever  the  praclice  to  milk  the  ewes*  Hogs,  dogSi 
and  cats,  are  of  the  ordinaiy  kinds. 

The  poultry  ate  honied  all  the  winter  in  the 
cottage,  under  the  hearth  and  the  ileepin^ 
benches,  for  the  fake,  of  having  EaUet-egg^ 
The  goofe  is  not  in  all  places  the  common  do» 
meftic  fpecies  * ;  many  keep  wild  geefef*  They' 
catch  the  young  before  they  can  fly,  fatten  them, 
and  kill  them  in  autumn.  On  the  apprioach  of 
fprifig  t^ey  catch  others,  and  thus  £tve  themfelves 
the  winter's  feed  In  Siberia  at  times  one  fees  the 
white-headed  little  goofe  |  tamed.  Befides,  and 
infiead  of  the  domeftic  duck§,  fome  cottagers 
keep  thp  wood^-dock  II,  the  red  duckJ;  the  muf« 
covy  duckO,  and  feveraJ  other  fpecies.  Doves 
and  pigeons  nelUe  about  the  villages,  without 
owners.  Turicey-fowl  are  very  common  am6iig 
the  poultry  in  the  fouthem  parts  of  Ruffia,  and 
wherever  there  is  a  good  market  for  them  in  the 
large  towns. 

The  culture  of  bees  is  indeed  principally  th6 
concern  of  the  Bafhkii^  in  the  Ural;  but  alfo 
is  attended  to  in  fouthem  Ruffia  by  the  ruffian 
peaiants,  pretty  well,  and  in  the  baihkirian  me-* 
tfaod. 

*  Anfer  domefticos  Linn,  f  Anfer  ferus  Linn.  %  Ka- 
&rka;  anfer  erytropos  Likn.  (  Anas  bofelias  Linn.  ||  Anas 
tadorna  Li in.    i  Anal  ratila Pa ll»    0  Aoas  mohcluu Lznjn* 
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In  the  northern  diftri6ls  of  RufTia  and  Siberia 
the  chace  is  followed  as  a  traae,  particularly  for 
thofe  animals  whofe  fkins  are  ufed  as  furs,  efpe- 
cially  fables  and  grey  fquirrels,  for  tlie  wear  of 
the  ruffian  gentry  'in  town  and  country.  They 
Toam  about  in  companies ;  are  frequently  out  for 
feveral  weeks'  at  a  time  in  the  wilds  and  defarts, 
lit  the  diftance  of  feveral  hundred  veifts  from 
Itlieir  homes.  In  the  fiflieries  they  are  all  emr 
ployed  in  the  feveral  methods  praftifed  in  other 
countries. 

The  carrier's  trade  is  a  great  fource  of  profit  to 
the  inhabitants  of  towns  and  villages  contiguous 
to  tlie  high-roads.  Many  commodities  are  tranf- 
ported  from  one  end  of  the  empire  to  another  by 
land;  for  inftance,  the  chinefe  goods  from  Ki- 
achta  to  St  Peterlburg ;  european  wines,  englifli 
hccr,  porter,  and  ftaffordfliire  ware,  from  St. 
Pcterfburg  or  Archangel,  to  Irkutflc,  &c.  furs 
fi'om  Okhotfk,  among  others.  The  towns  at  the 
diftance  of  from  five  hundred  to  a  thoufand 
verfts  afunder  ferve  as  ftations  for  changing  the 
drivers  and  carriers,  for  cxairn>le,  from  Kiachta, 
Irkut/k,  Krafnoyarilk,  Tomfk,  Tara,  Ekatarinen- 
hurg,   &c. 

From  the  provinces  of  Archangel,  M'liich  have 
little  agriculture  and  few  products,  confequently 
but  little  money,  the  men  emigrate  every  fpring 
to  the  Volga,  to  get  employmcut  in  the  tranfport- 
vofids  and  the  -fiflieries,  or .  to  earn  money  in 
•  ^  towns 
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town?  or  villages,  as  carpenters,  bricklayers,, 
plaifterers,  fervants,  labourers;  with  which  they 
return  in  autumn,  though  fomctimes  not  till  after 
tvQ  or  three  years  abfence.  Were  it  not  for  this 
pra6Hce,  all  the  money  muft  be  drained  out  gf 
fuch  provinces  by  the  t^xes,  &c.  Thofe  who 
work  on  the  water,  and  in  general  all  t^e  conimou 
mechanics,  are  called  burlaks. 

The  mixture  of  tpwn  and  country  profeffion^ 
has  been  already  noticed  in  general  terms.  In 
the  different  villages  all  over  the  empire  we  fee 
the  mechanical  buiin^iTes  of  towns  carried  on^j 
but  more  efpecially  in  the  parts  adjacent  to  the 
Volga,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  governments  of 
Mofco,  Nifhney-Novgorod,  and  Kajjan.  It  U 
fcarcely  poffible  to  come  to  a  village  where  ther^ 
is  not  a  fmith,  a  taylor,  a  ilioemaker,  a  tanner, 
a  foap-boiler,  a  builder,  a  joiner,  a  houfe-painter, 
&C.  and  many  of  the  boors  follow  thefe  profeffions 
as  their  main  buiineis.  In  laumbers  of  villages 
almoll  all  the  boors  are  either  boat  and  fhip 
builders,  wire-drawers,  braziers,  cottQn-printers, 
CQmb-makerSy  coopers,  dyers,  turners,  &c.  On 
the  Vetluga,  a  river  to  the  left  of  the  Volga,  a^ 
the  booi^  pf  feveral  entire  villages  are.turniers  and 
japanners;  in  fome  parts  of  the  government  of 
Archange},  numbers  are  employed;  in  iron- 
(meltin^^  and  evexy  where,  among  the  inferior 
officers  of  the  church,  are  found  painters,  lin^- 
4)e{s,   &c.     AU  thefe  and  the  like  arts  and  pror 

^  9  ftflioi^ 
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feffions  arc  free  ta  all ;  they  defcend  from  father 
to  fon ;  none  has  heed  to  ferve  an  apprenticefhip 
to  any  calling,  or  to  give  proofs  of  his  ability  and 
fkill,  nor  is  liable  to  be  puniihed  for  bad  work, 
unlefe  a  downright  fraud  is  difcoverable.     Thus 
the  want  of  workmen  is  eafily  fupplied,  and  all 
their  work  is  kept  at  a  reafonable  price.  But  then, 
on  the  other  hand,  befides  that  hulbandrv  is  thus 
deprived  of  great  numbers  of  hands,  all  fecurity 
of  having  good  work  for  your  money  is  loft ;  the 
man  that  is  really  matter  of  his  bufineis  will  hardly 
get  an  equitable  price  for  his  work,  and  probably 
«lfb  much  good  materials  will  be  fpoiled.  In  many 
villages,  particularly  fuch  as  belong  to  noblemen, 
are  manufafl:ories,  on  a  larger  or  a  fmall^r  fcale, 
of  lacquered  wares,  filk,  hardware,   &c.   which 
are  under  the  infpe6lion  of  the  college  of  manu- 
faflures.      Pavlova,    for-inftance,   a  pariih   be- 
longings to  count  Scheremetof,   fituated  on  the 
Okz,  contains  two  thoufand  three  hundred  tax- 
able boors,  who  are  almoft  all  fmiths,  and  alto- 
gether compete  a  mtoufadory,  though  every  one 
works  for  himfelf.     They  make  padlocks,  fhears, 
tnives,    fabres,   wind-guns,    muflcet-locks,   files, 
plane-irons,  and  other  tools,  tongs,  pincers,  &c. 
The  quantity^  they  make,  the  goodnefs  of  the 
work,  and  the  cheap  rate  at  which  they  are  fold, 
are  truly  worthy  of  admiration.     Their  goods  go 
as  far  as  Perfia. 

The 


The  employments  of  the  female  fex,  both  in 
town  and  country,  vary  but  little  from  thofe  in 
the  neighbouring  countries.  They  fee  to  the 
cleanlinefs  of  the  houfe,  ipin,  weave  linen  and- 
coarfe  cloth  on  frames,  in  quality  but  little  in- 
ferior to  what  is  brought  from  Germany ;  they- 
bleach,  full,  and  colour,  knot  the  ends  of  the 
threads  for  a  fpan  long,  for  table-cloths,  neck- 
cloths, &c.  make  felt,  bake  bread  every  day,  &c.' 
lo  general  they  are  kept  clofer  tio  work,  and  iare 
harder  than  is  cuflomary  among  their  eurQpean 
neighbours. 

The  country  market-towns  and  hamlets  are 
commonly  open;  are  moftly  built  in  irregular 
ftreets,  with  little  kiCchen-gardens  and  large  yard^ 
to  the  houies.  They  are  fituated  on  the  banks  of 
the  rivers,  fince  the  digging  ofweU»i&not  in  prac- 
tice :  as  in  mod  parts  pebbles  are  not  to  be  had 
in  any  confiderable  quantity,  the  roads  aoid  iireett 
are  frequently  made  of  timbers,  op  bauks  laid 
dofe  together  having  the  npper-part  made  flat 
with  the  hatchet  They  contam  many,  not  larger 
Imt  good-looking  churches,  moftly  of  brick  and 
plai|ler-  The  monaileries  in  and  near  the  towns, 
from  their  flrong  walls,  mafly  gates^  and  ^u- 
merouq  church-towers,  have  the  appearance  of 
cailles.  The  fortrcffes*  difpcrfed  about  the 
f  ountry,  ^iaye  feldom  earth-raipparts,  moftly  bat- 
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tcries  of  bauks  laid  one  on  the  other^  in  the  fame 
inanner  as  they  build  their  houfes;  and  about 
thefe  a  low  palifade  *.  The  cannons  ftand  on  the 
gates,  and  upon  the  angles  of  the  ramparts  or 
batteries  on  wooden  carriages.  Their  defign  is  to 
keep  the  tributarj^  tribes  in  awe,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring nomades  from  the  borders.  Oftrog's,  or 
houfes  furrounded  with  a  palifade  of  upright 
pointed  bauks,  are  'either  in  towTis,  where  they 
ferve  as  prifons  for  criminals,  or  ftand  folitavy  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  as  the  fortreffes. 

'  .  Villages  f  of  extremely  various  dimenfions,  and 
parifhes:]:  are  fituated  on  the  margin  of  rivers,, 
brooks,  lakes,  and  fometimes  on  mere  moraifes 
and  fprings.  The  pariflies,  or  church  villages, 
are  fometimes  very  extenfive;  and  contain,  i( 
may  be,  five  hundred  or  even  a  thoufand  and 
more  farms,  from  three  to  feven  churches,  many 
of  brick,  markets,  and  trafficking  places.  Large 
villages  are  -fiiequently  called  flobodes ;  but  many 
flobodds  are  Icls  than  church  vill^iges:  the  houfes 
are  ranged  in  ftraight  ftreets,  and  the  ftreets 
moftly  laid  with  timbers. 

The  proper  ruffian  architcfture  is  alike  in  towns 
and  villages.  A  meffiiage  confi^  of  a  dwelling- 
houfe^  with  a  few  little  ftore^rooms,  ftables,  and  a 
flew,  or  hot-bath,  by  which  the  yard  is  indofcd. 

*  Nadolbi.  .^  Dereyni.  t  Selo. 

AU 
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All  thefe  ilruftures  are  built  of  bauks,  unhewn, 
placed  on  one  another^  and  notched  into  each 
other  at  the  four  comers ;  fometimes,  though  but 
rarely,  on  a  brick  foundation:  thefe  houfes  are 
covered  with  boards,  and  when  the  owner  can 
afford  it,  with  oak  ihingles.  The  meaneft  dwel- 
ling-houfes  confift  folely  of  one  little  room,  which 
therefore  has  the  door  to  the  ftreet  In  it  is  an 
pven,  taking  up  almoft  one  fourth  part  of  the 
whole  fpace;  adjoining  to  it,  of  equal  height 
with  the  oven,  is  a  broad  ihelf  of  board*.  The 
top  of  the  oven  and  this  flielf  are  the  fleeping 
places  of  the  family.  The  light  is  admitted  into 
.  thefe  houfes  through  two  or  three  holes  in  the 
walk  fumiflied  with  fljutters  f,  or  through  a  little 
window  of  mufcovj^-glafs  f,  or  only  of  bladder, 
oiled  hnen  or  paper^  Tlie  fmoke  finds  its  way 
out  as  well  as  it  can  through  thefe  apertures  in 
the  wall.  ,  Thefe  rooms,  as  may  well  be  fuppofed, 
are  as  black  as  a  chimney;  and,  as  all  the  houfe- 
hoki  funftions  are  performed  in  them,  fuch  as 
baking,  cooking,  wafhing,  &c.  it  is  hardly  pofli- 
ble  to  keep  them  clean.  They  are  called,  with 
the  utmpft  propriety  of  fpeech,  §  black-rooms. 
Under  the  floor  of  the  room  is  a  cellar  ||. 

A  complete  town  or  country-houfe,  for  the  fake 
of  having  a  cellar,  ftands  raifed  a  fathom  above 

r  Pouk.         +  Okoflilca.         t  Sluda ;  mica  membranacea. 
j^'Tfbornaia  ifba.  y  Pogreb. 

the 
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the  ground,  and  has  a  black-room  and  a  whit<s 
room  *  and  between  the  two,  a  fmall  f  paffage, 
ITie  black-room  has  frequently  a  chimney  to  the 
oven,  and  a  window  of  glafe  or  niarienglas ;  but 
the  white-room  has  the  oven  of  tiles,  or  bricks 
covered  with  plafter.  The  entrance,  by  a  covered 
flight  of  wooden  fteps  to  the  aforementioned  palV 
fage,  is  from  the  back-yard,  not  from  the  ftreet. 

Tiie  magazines  or  ftore-roomsj  are  fmall  de* 
tached  huts  for  provifions,  com,  in  ihort  all 
the  neceffary  ilores.  The  ftables  are  mere  hovels 
or  Iheds,  open  to  the  yard,  or  at  moft  fronted  with 
wattles,  paid  with  mortar ;  in  the  latter  cafe  they 
are  called  pokleti.  The  bath-room  §  refembles  a 
detached  black-room.  It  (lands  alone;  has  an 
oven  like  the  Qther,  fmoke-holes,  a  water-tub, 
bruihes,  and  benches  raifed  one  above  another  in 
the  form  of  a  fcaffold.  The  corn-kilns  {  are  with-, 
out  the  towns  and  villages.  Places  thus  built 
mull  b?  very  liable  to  raging  fires;  and,  when 
once  they  break  out,  they  rarely  leave  any  thing 
unconfumed. 

The  houfehold-ftirnitupe,  both  in  town  and 
country,  even  among  people  of  opulence,  is  very 
fimple.  In  the  room,  which,  with  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, is,  at  the  fame  time,  the  kitchen,  are  a, 
table,  benches,  the  flielf,  which  fervcs  for  the 
dormitory  ^,  and  in  the  comer  one  or  more  holy 
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^ures  *.  The  rich  have  a  great  many  of  them, 
fomc  with  rims  of  beaten  filver.  Before  thefe, 
hunpe  Of  waxK^andles  are  kept  canftantly  bam* 
mgf  m  at  leaft  on  all  the  feftivals^  which  amounts 
to  nearly  the  iame  thing ;  fo  that  many  of  thefe 
fomraer-rooms  have  the  appearance  of  little  cha- 
pels. Culinary  uteafils,  and  thoTe  for  the  ufe  of 
the  table,  arc  as  few  as  can  well  be  conceived^ 
As  vehicles  they  make  ufe  of  quite  fmall  opca 
one-horie  carts  f,  or  fomewhat  larger,  and  half 
covered  over  like  a  child's  cradle  if,  alfo  with  one 
horfe,  without  Aafts;  fo  that  a  collateral  horfe 
can  at  any  time  be  put  to ;  both  kinds  of  fuch  a 
fimple  mechanilhi,  that  almoft  any  boor  can  make 
a  new  one  or  at  leaft  repair  the  defefts  of  the  old 
one  even  upon  the  road.  They  are  extremely 
Kght  and  commodiousw  — Splinters,  like  laths,  of 
&  or  very  dry  birch-wood  §  are  much  more  com- 
monly t^ed  for  giving  light  in  the  room,  after 
dark,  than  tallow-candles. 

As  the  country  towns^  in  general,  progreffively 
endeavour  to  imitate  the  Refidence,  one  perceives 
from  time  to  time  the  loftier  houfes  of  wood  or 
brick  fpring  up,  built  in  a  fuperior  ftyle,  with 
fefliionaWe  furniture  within,  gardens  laid  out  in 
a  regular  method,  &c- 

The  infei'ior  houfes  are  much  peftered  with  do^ 
meftic  vermin;  befides  the  common  ||houie-rat 

♦  Obraffi.         t  Tdc»  j  Kabitki,         $  Lutchinld. 
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^d  moufe  *,  they  fwarm  with  water-rq,ts  f,  %  bats; 
large  beetles  §  very  frequent,  crickets,  Ubugs, 
fleas  i  ivK  abundance ;  various  kinds  of  very  trour 
blefome  flies,  gnats  f,  moths,  bull-moths,  woodr 
lice;  in  fouthern  low  places  flrogs,  toads,  and 
tad*poles;  in  Siberia  little  beetles  J;  about  the 
Tlheremtflian,  lapland  beetles  f . 

The  preparation  for  their  yi6hials  is  h  fimple, 
that  foreigners  do  not  eafily  bring  themfelves  tq 
reliih  it,  but  ajdhere  to  the  cuftomary  way  of  drefc 
fing  their  fqod  in  their  own  countries.  Fveik 
meats  with  watery  fauce,  or  baked  paflies*-  of 
common  cruft:,  with  minced-Tmeat,  or  whole  filh, 
fifli  with  water  and  fait,  without  other  iauce,  cab- 
bage  and  roots  chopped  together,  f  cabbage-foup« 
which  is  never  omitted,  meagre  fifh  and  flefli 
foups,  cool  drinks  ft  quas,  with  eggs^  minced- 
meat,  and  leeks,  pancakes  f«,  foup  o^  groun4 
hemp  and  linfeed,  millet-Ibup  and  grits,  tume4 
milk »  Tvith  meal  and  foiu:  milk,  &c.  almdl  allfeaT 
foned  with  onions,  leeks,  garlic^  and  fometimes 
pimento,  are  their  ordinary  diflies.  Where  TarT 
tars  dwell,  they  ufe  likewifi?  a  few  wild  rppts^ 

*  Miihe.  t  %ii&  yodenaU.  t  Letatfia  miflie. 

§  Tarocani ;  bhtta  oriental.  Linn.         H  Klopi.  ^  Bloki^ 

a  Dermeftes  lardarius  Linn.  '  0  PruiTak;  blatu  aiiatica. 
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cially  dog-tooth*  lily-roots f,  and  others.  For 
the  evening  repaft  are  fervedup  nuts,  orchard- 
fruits^  and  the  feveral  wild  fruits  produced  by  the 
country  round;  blackberries,  flniwberries,  floes, 
kc.  At  an  entertainment  of  their  friends  and 
acquaintance  they  provide  a  furpriling  variety  of 
thefe  kinds  of  diflies.  The  lower  fort  feed  very 
poorly  at  all  times,  but  particularly  in  the  fafU. 
In  large  towns,  the  table  in  good  houies  is  be- 
coming more  luxurious  and  fafhionable  from  day 
to  day. 

The  moft  common  domeftic  drink  is  quas,  a 
liquor  prepared  fiom  pollard,  meal,  and  bread,  or 
from  meal  and  malt,  by  an  acid  fermentation.  It 
is  cooling  and  well-tiifted.  Corn-fpirits  J,  and 
reftified  com-lpirits  §,  fupply  the  place  of  wine. 
In  good  houfes,  fruit-wines,  rafberry-wine  (|,  cheny- 
wine^,  bilberry-wine  0,  &c.  from  the  juices  of 
thofe  fruits,  mead  and  brandy  made  by  fermen- 
tation, which  are  pleafant  enough  to  the  palate. 
Brown  beep  and  metheglin  are  more  in  ufe  than 
braga  or  white  cloudy  beer  brewed  from  malted 
millet  or  wheat,  with  hops,  and  bufa  or  white 
unhopped  wheat4)eer.  Tea  is  in  very  general  ufe. 
The  true  ruifian  tea  f  is  a  decoftion  of  honey, 
water,  and  fpaniHi  pepper,  and  drank  warm.     It 

*  Kandik;  eiytbron.  dens  canis  Lxnn^i.  f  Saranat 

liUon  martagon    Link.  (Vina.  §  Vodlca^ 
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tafies  nft^l  and  cheets  the  fiomacht  Majiy  even  of 
the  common  people  drink  chindfe  tea,  fweetened 
vith  honey  or  fugar.  Perfons  (^diitin^ion  keep  their 
tables  fupplied  with  meats  and  drinks  entirely  in 
the  foreign  tafte,  hire  french  cook^  &f,  as  in 
other  countries.     Tobacco  is  but  Iktle  ufed. 

In  the  article  of  dre&  they  adhere  as  faithfifUyi 
in  the  country  towns  and  villages^  to  the  man«- 
ners  of  their  fathers,  as  they  do  in  food  and 
lodging.  The  noblefle,  all  the  officers  in  the  civil 
department;  and,  befides  the  light  troops^  the 
foldiery  all  over  the  empire,  the  merchants  of  the 
diief  towns  and  thofe  who  trade  with  them,  the 
mine-owners^  and  almoft  all  the  people  of  quality 
throughout  the  empire,  drefs  after  the  german 
iaibion ;  and  the  kdies,  even  in  the  remotefl  and 
moft  retired  parts  of  the  country,  appear  more 
inodifhly  attired  than  would  ealiiy  be  imagined 
The  burghers  and  mercantile  clafs,  however,  g&- 
ncrally  fpeaking,  ftick  clofe  to  the  national  drefe, 
BO  lei^  than  the  peafantry.  Of  this  I  ihall  fpeak, 
a  little  more  particularly. 

The  men  let  their  beards  grow,  which  arc  conir 
mouly  long  and  buihy :  the '  hair  is  cut  and 
cmofaed :  their  ihirt  *  is  fhort,  without  a;ny  fort 
<lf  coUar,  and  made  of  white,  bine,  or  red  Ibieii: 
Their  troufers  t  are  loofe,  and  tied  below  the  knees. 
7he  ihirt  ufually  hangs  over  the  troufers,  and  is 

*  Rttbaftika,  f  Stanni. 
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girt  loumi  the  waJil  with  a  (Iring*     Stockings  * 
jiie  not  fo  cominoQly  worn  by  the  lower  daft  of 
people^  aA  leg-wtappers  |;  which  they  tie  about 
their  feet  and  legs  v^th  packthread,  fo  as  to  make 
them  look  very  thick*     Shoes  X  are  worn  by  the 
better  fort,   and  mat-flippers  §  by  the  common 
people ;  but  half-boots  j|  are  in  very  general  uie. 
Over  the  ihirt  they  wear  a  ihort  breaft-cloth  i,  of 
a  veft  furniihed  with  buttonSf    The  coat  0  is  made 
&  big  as  to  allow  of  one  fide  lapping  over  the 
other  before,  with  little  buttons,  clof^  flecves,  and 
a  collar.     The  fkirt  is  made  with  gathers  at  the 
hips,  and  reaches  below  the  calves  of  the  legs, 
and  the  garment  is  girt  about  with  a  &th  that 
pafles  twice  round  the  body.     At  the  fafli  g  com- 
monly hangs  a  tong-bladed  knife,  in  a  iheath. 
The  covering  for  the  head  is  either  a  flat  fur*cap^ 
with  a  narrow  brim ;  or,  in  other  i^ces,  a  cap 
which  forms  a  bag  of  a  fpan  in  depth,  in  which 
they  keep  their  handkerchief  on  their  head.     In 
fummer  they  go  with  flapped  hi^-crowned  dutch 
hats,  ornamented  witli  a  narrow  ribband  of  fomJe 
gaudy  colour.     The  materials  of  the  drefi  vary 
according  to  the  rank  and  circumftancea  of  the 
wearer ;  the  rich  wear  fine  broad  cloth,  fometimes 
decorating   th^  edges  with  gold  cording,    and 
little  filver  buttons  for  failenings :  common  peo-^ 
pie  clothe  then^elves  in  homefpun  cloth,  apd  for 

*  TihalkL  f  Onatfhi.  .        t  Baflmuki.  §  LapkL 
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fummer  in  linen,  made  likewife  at  home.  A  welU 
dreffed  Ruffian  makefe'  a  very  good  figure.  Irl 
winter  the  common  people  wear  fheep-fkins,  with 
the  Woolly  fide  tunied  inwards;  the  better  fort 
put  on  fiirs  of  a  higher  price. 

The  habits  of  the  clergy,  as  well  in  their  every- 
day wear,  as  when  officiating  at  the  altar,  are  id 
the  oriental  ftyle ;  the  latter  of  diiferent  colours, 
often  in  brocade,  maftly  very  rich.  The  monks 
are  always  clad  in  black,  and  are  alfo  diftinguil}!*- 
able  by  their  high  pafteboard  caps,  wound  about 
With  crape. 

The  women  wear  (lockings  or  leg- wrappers,  and 
fhoes  like  the  men,  fometimes  likewife  picked- 
pointed  flippers.  The  lower  clals  frequently  go 
barefoot,  or  fimply  in  flippers  on  their  naked  feet : 
their  (hifts  are  white ;  but  in  Daouria  the  female 
peafants  put  on  filk-coloured  Ihifts  of  gauze  or 
cotton :  they  are  faftencd  about  the  neck  with  a 
collar,  and  decorated  with  fancied  ornaments  of 
needle-work.  The  veft  •  is  clofe  about  the  neck 
without  fleeves,  and  fits  tight  to  the  body  douTi 
to  the  hips;  from  the  hips  it  fpreads  without 
gatl^ers  and  reaches  down  to  the  flioes:  on  the 
facing  it  is  garniihed  with  a  thick  row  of  little 
buttons  from  the  top  to  the  very  bottom ;  it  h 
however  girt  with  a  fafh,  to  which  the  bunch  of 
iLcys  is  fufpended.     The  quality  of  the  faraphan 

•  Saraphan. 
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is  various  according  to  circumftances :  of  glazed 
linen,  kitaika,  lilks,  frequently  edged  with  fur,  or 
lined  with  it  throughout.  The  drefs  of  the  lower 
(brt  of  females  in  winter  is  more  complete,  con- 
fining of  coarfe  cloth,  pr  fheep  fkin,  with  fleev^s. 
Another  drefs  is  the  ufual  woman's  gown,  and  a 
contuihe  without  fleeves  *.  The  dufhagrek  is  alfo  • 
worn  on  the  faraphan,  without  a  gown.  In  the 
winter  they  wear  furs  made  afler  the  manner  ufed 
in  Poland,  with  pointed  fleeves.  As  this  is  ufually 
a  prefent  made  by  the  bridegroom,  and  the  befl 
piece  of  dreis,  the  common  people,  in  order  to 
make  a  Ihow  of  it,  go,  the  whole  fummer  through, 
to  church,  to  make  vifits,  &c.  in  the  pelice.  They 
alfo  wear  necklaces  of  corals,  peark,  or  golden 
chains,  ear-rings  of  precious  flones,  and  decorate* 
their  fingers  and  wrifts  with  rings  and  bracelets. 

The  head-drefs  is  fomewhat  different  in  diffe- 
rent diflri6ts.  The  girls  in  general  wear  their 
hair  uncovered  more  than  the  women ;  the  for- 
mer plait  it  in  three  plaits,  with  ribbands  and 
beads  tied  to  the  points  of  them.  In  Tver,  Nov- 
gorod, &c.  they  wear  a  band  acrois  the  forehead,  * 
bedizoned  with  pearls  and  beads  of  various  colours, 
which  give  the  appearance  of  a  tiara  or  open  co- 
ronet. .  At  Voronetz  and  the  parts  adjacent,  both 
women  and  girls  wear  coifs  made  to  fit  the  head^ 
with  cheek-pieces  and  trefles.     About  the  Oka, 

*  Dufhagrek. 
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at  Murmn,  and  the  country  rounds  the  cags  a^ 
ia  the  form  of  an  upight  crefcent  la  the  go-* 
veroments  of  Mofco,  Yaroflafy  Kaluga,  and  the 
ciixnunj<iM:eut  parts^  the  coif  has  a  fliff  flap  before^ 
like  a  jockey-caf,.  which  \b  decorated  with  trefles, 
Qearlsy  and  various-coloured  flones*  On  this  th^ 
h^Ogin  the  tartarian  fafhion,  a  veil;  but  which 
they  ulbally  keep  thrown  back.  The  veil  is  gene~ 
rally  of  filk*  fet'  off  with  gold  or  filver  lace.  In 
their,  ordinary  drefe,  they  tie  on  the  veil  over  the 
hairi  without  any  cap.  In  weflern  Euflia  cap» 
are  in  ufe  that  are  a  kind  of  fillet,,  with  trefles^ 
pearls,  and  (bones.  Numbers  wear  caps  having  a. 
fliiF'rim  one  or  two  inches  broad,  like  a  fmali. 
fkreen.  or  a  flapped  hat  Perfons  of  oonfequence^ 
in  towns,  wind  pieces  of  filk  about  their  heads  in 
fuch-  manner  as  to  let  the  hair  hang  down  in 
ringlets  from  under  it;  and  thefe  head-dreflfes 
have  very  much  the  rcfemblance  of  a  high  tur- 
ban. A  complete  woman's  attire  is  expeniive,  but* 
remarkably  handOnne. 

Paint*  is  aS' neceflaiy  an  article  in  the  drefi  of^ 
a  ruffian  lady^  as>linen.  The  frefliefl  and  ruddiefb^ 
ypimg  woman  of  the  pliwe  puts  on  both  white-, 
and  red  ;  and^  as  this  pra6lice  is  prejudicial  td^ 
natiural  beauty,,  therefore  fuch  antiquated  dames:* 
as*  would  not  appear  hideous  are  tbroed.to  conti^ 
nue '  it.     Fine  white  paint  is  made  of  puh^ri^ed^ 

* '  Rumiana'. 
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ihatcafite ;  more  coittmonljr  white  lekd  *  The 
rouge  in»  the  fliops  ibems  to  be  compoundfed  of 
Horentitie  lake  and  taic,  with  poxi-der  of  marca- 
fite ;  fed  tiflfany  is  alfo  very  much  worn.  The 
*iilage-toafts  gather  the  roots  of  onofina  echioide^ 
LrxN.  OP  of  lithofpermum  aiverife^  which,  after 
being^  dried,  they  moiften  with'  their  totigue,  and 
then  rub  their  cheeks  with  it ;  or  they  extract  thb 
eolotir  with  boiling 'water  and  alum  from  the  rind 
of  thefc  roots;  Some  rub  tlleir  cheeks  with  river- 
fpUi^  f,  till  thfe  ffcin  i»  fufficiently  thinned  or 
inflamed' for  being  tranljjarent  to  the  blood.  From  ' 
the  foilet^  however,  we  mil  now  retire  mth  awe, 
mdprefumie  no'farther  to  pry  into  itismyfteries. 

The  Ru0ianfir  zte  a  mce  much-  hardeiied  by  cli*  ^ 
taafie,  edubation,  and  habits  of  life^  having  their 
bwn*  peculiar  ufage^,  which  have  a  grtater  affinity 
Witii'the  afiatic  thauthe  european,  only  without . 
the  effeminacy.  They  fleep  on  the  floor,  the  hard 
iJtticlle^  or  th^  boards  placed  flielf-wife  for  that 
^iifioft  J  ill  the  fummcr  contentedly  lying  dOM'n 
ki'  tfie  open  air,  in  the  field,  or  the  yard  of  the 
lioufe,  as  triey  do  in  the  winter  on  the  top  of  th6 
b\*eii,  without  beds,  or  merely  on  a  piece  of  felt> 
fomeftimes  %vith  arid  often  without  any  pillow, 
either  under  a  ttiin  covering  or  in  their  clotlies. 
After  parformihg  their  evening  deM>tions,  acicom* 
panied  with  frequent  proftrations  and  crolTmgs, 

*  Belila.  i  Badiaga ;  fpongia  Buriatilis. 
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before  the  facred  figures  of  the  faints,  they  betake 
themfelves  early  to  reft,  and  rife  again  betimes  in 
the  morning,  wafh  themfelves,  renew  their  pious 
orifons,  and  proceed  with  alacrity  to  bufmels. 
Into  the  houfes  of  the  great  and  opuljcnt,  even  at 
a  diftancefrom  chief  towns,  feather-beds  and  late 
hours,  with  other  luxuries,  have  long  fmce  found 
their  way. 

Whenever  acquaintance  meet  together,  their 
term  of  greeting  is,  Zdravftvui  *  !  or  fometimes,- 
Zdarovui  f  !  accompanied  with  ihaking  of  hands, 
taking  off  the  cap,  bowing,  and  often  with  kifling, 
which  is  much  in  praftice  with  both  fexes.  Even 
the  lowed  of  the  people  greet  one  another  with 
great  civility.  Inferiors  kifs  their  fuperiors  on  the 
hreaft,  and  of  people  ftill  more  elevated  above 
them  they  kife  the  border  of  the  garment ;  and, 
when  the  difference  is  very,  great,  they  fall  down 
and  ftrike  their  forehead  upon  the  fhoe  of  the 
great  man.  When  they  have  any  thing  to  re- 
queft,  they  affume  a  tone  and  gefture,  as  if  they 
were  imploring  mercy.  It  is  indecorous  to  fpeak 
loud  in  the  prefence  of  fuperiors  ;  and  if  any  one 
happen  to  do  fo,  he  is  prefently  chid  by  the  by-: 
(landers,  with  If.  Do  not  bawl !  When  a  man  de^ 
figns  to  honour  his  guefts,  he  lets  his  wife  ancT 
daughters  appear,  full-dreffed,  who  kils  the  guefts, 

•  Which  may  be  rendered.  All  hail !  or  God  fave  thee !  or 
Goj/d  betide  thet !  — -  Salve !  Sit  faluti ! 

f  Health !  ^  Sofpes !  Sanus !  (  Nekritihi. 

and 


THE    INHABITANTS.  53 

and  hajid  them  what  they  want  at  the  entertain- 
ment.    They  feem  to  vie  with  one  another  in  the 
proftifions  of  hofpitality.     Old  age  is  univerfally 
honoured.    On  the  breaking  up  of  company,  they 
depart,  faying,  Profhai  *  !  and  never  omitting  the 
valediftory  kifs.     On  the  flighteft  interruption  or 
alteration  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  whatever  they 
are  about,  at  eating,  drinking,  fneezing,  at  a  fud- 
den  ftart,  at  the  fight  of  a  particular  place,  of  a 
church,  &c.  they  make  the  fign  of  the  crofs  with 
the  fingers,  on  the  forehead,  the  ftomach,  and  the 
two  flioulders,  bowing  feveral  times,   and  adding, 
with  a  deep-fetched  figh:  The  Lord  have  mercy]! 
They  have  ufually  two  meals  in  the  day ;  in  the 
forenoon  about  nine  o'clock,  and  in  the  afternoon 
at  three.     The  family  at  thefe  times  eat  all  toge- 
ther; and,  when  it  is  numerous,  firft  ,the  males 
and  after^vards  thofe  of  the  other  fcx.    They  allow 
themfelves  but  a  Ihort  time  at  table,  and  are  eaiy 
and  cheerful.     Even  among  the  inferior  people 
the  table-linen,  platters^  and  veffels  are  kept  in 
great  cleanlinefs.    If  ftrangers  fit  down  with  them 
there  are  veiy  copious  potations.     Intoxication  is^ 
not  difgraceful,  and  even  among  people  of  good 
condition,  if  a  lady  be  overtaken  in  liquor,  it  is 
no  fubje6l  of  reproach.     They  ^re  never  quarrel- 
fome  or  fcurrilous  in   their  cups,  but  friendly, 
jovial,  courteous,  fpeak  in  praife  of  the  abfent, 

*  Farewell.  +  Gofpodi  pomilui ! 

£  3  and 
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a,nd  boaft  of  their  friend&ip ;  a,nd  thofe  that  bi^ 
flQt  9,ble  to  ft^ud,  fiud  ready  afliftance  ffrom  tha£^ 
*  .that  <;an.  On  journies,  }nei:€li\a];Lt6  ajad  others 
,talce  their  foqd  with  remarkably  few  fonnalitjes. 
Jn  tow^  aod  great  village-Aations,  women  fit  in 
.the  ftree;t,  near  public-houfe^,  with  tables  having 
joail  and  boiled  jcpeat,  £Uh,  piroggees^  cabbage- 
foup,  cuciwhw,  bread,  and  quas,  capfequefttly  a 
fuperb  and  every  where  a  cheap  repaft,  which  is 
taken  {landing,  and  always  accompanied  with  a 
glafe  or  two  of  brandy. 

Holidays  *  a^ e  kept  in  idjendfe  and  wantooii  jol- 
lity. No  one  negle^  to  keep  his  birth  and 
jpame's  day,  and  thofe  of  his  family.  The  day  is 
opened  by  devout  attendance  on  mafi;  then 
the  pg^oi;i  whofe  fe^val  it  is  gives  a^  entertain-* 
inent  of  the  beft  be  can  provide  to  his  friends, 
who,  to  iliew  their  attention  to  hiip^  prefent  theiQ,^ 
felves  uninvited  at  bis  houfe.  The  poor  imake 
their  mafters  and  patrons  a  prefent  of  a  loaf  of 
bread,  a  few  apples,  or  fome  trifle  of  that  jfoj.t,  i^ 
order  to  get  a  return  in  moiney  to  ^na^le  thew  to 
enteitain  their  fi-iends,  which  they  faithfujly  em-» 
ploy  to  that  purpofe,  and  generally  finiib  the  day 
vith  a  hearty  drunken-bout. 

To  hot  and  cold  bati^ing  ibbey  are  to  habitw^ted 
from  their  earlieft  infancy  that  the  pradice  is  in^ 
difpenfable.    They  ufually  go  into  the  hot-jbath 

once 


ence  u  -vredn,  befides  other  (frequent  ^coadSonSy 
&di  Bs,  sSter  a  flight  indifpofition,  b^rd  work, 
0a  returning  from  a  journey,  and  tbe  like.  They 
life  the  bath  very  hot,  'heating  the  room  wifh 
large  Clones  made  glowing  red,  and  raifing  a  va-* 
pour  by  repeatedly  throwing  'water  upon  them ; 
the  vwm  all  the  ^bile  :beiiig  fo  tig^  ^that  no  'par- 
ticles ^of  lieat  or  vapour  can  tran^^ore.  The  bather 
lies  extended  naked  upon  a  mat  tbronHm  on  oneof 
iSatt  ihekes  of  the  fcaffold  abready  ddbsibed,  whidi 
the  higher  be  afcends  the  greater  tbeiheat  he  feels^  , 
Wheal  he  .ha$  thus  lain  pei^^icing  -Aft  -fome  tim^ 
the  waiter  of  the  bath,  generally  arfemale,  comes 
and  wadEhes  his  body  all  over  with  hst  'water, 
fcouTges  and  rubs  him  with  bunches  of  leafy 
lurch,  wipes  him  with  doths,  and  then  leaves 
him  to  lie  and  fweat  as  long  as  he  choofes.  Num- 
bens  of  them  run  from  the  hot  bath  into  the  cold 
water  flowing  by,  and  in  winter  roll  tfaemielvses  m 
the  ihow,  without  deriving  any  bad  marfeqpwnces 
£rom  it 

Oaths  and  curfes  are  but  little  in  ufe :  k^^GoAl 
28  their  commoneft  afleveration.  Obfcene  am} 
ambiguous,  abufive  and  ludicrous  exprefiioiis  ane 
irery  uiiial  aqjong^  them«  Plsttering  terms  areiu 
great  ufe ;  for  inftance,  to  an  elderly  man,  Ba- 
tuihka,  good  father ;  to  an  older  man,  JDedufhka^ 
l^ood  grand-^apa;   to  a  matronly  woman/  Ha* 


£  4  tufhka, 
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tufhka,  good  mother !  which  term  is  even  ufed  to 

the  emprefs ;  to  a  girl,  Dufliinka !  my  little  foul ! 
•to  a  boy,  Golubtfchick!  my  little  dove !  &c.  Good 

brother*  is  moftly  ufed  towards  inferiors.  Per- 
.  haps  it  may  be  better  made  in  Engliih,  by  Good 

friend !  or  honeft  fellow  ! 

The  intercourfe  between  the  fexes  is  more  free 

than  elfewhere,  particularly  in  the  country,    on 

account  of  the  contra6):ed  fpace  of  their  habita- 
.lions  and  fleeping  room,  their  baths,  the  fimpli- 
.city  of  their  converfation,  and  their  artlefe  fongs. 

The  behaviour  of  hufbands  toward  their  wives  is, 
1  in  general,  comparatively  with  european  manners, 

rough  and  auftere.  The  wives  muft  work  hard, 
-  and  are  often  obliged  to  be  the  tame  fpeftators  of 
'their  hufband's  intemperance  and  irregularities 
.  without  daring  to  complain ;  but  to  tliis  they  are 
.  fo  early  accuftomcd  that  they  are  fcldom  heard  to 

vent  a  murmur  even  while  fmarting  under  ve»y 
.  tyrannical  treatment     In  larger  towns,  however, 

and  even  among  people  of  condition,  the  lady  is 

in  a  quite  contrary  predicament;  and  they  are 
.either  very  much  flandercd  or  many  a  kind  huf- 

band  fometimes  gets  a  rap  qf  the  flipper.     It  is  a 

maxim  with  parents  of  the  common  clafs,  never 
•to   biecome  dependent  on    their   children;    and 

therefore  to  keep  the  management  of  the  houfe  in 
•their  own  hands,  till  they  die.     Indeed  the  laws 

« 

•  Bratetz, 
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of  the  land  are  more  favourable  to  widows  and 
mothers  than  they  are  in  other  countries. 

With  fubftantial  people  the  marriage-contra6);  is 
made  with  mercantile  punftuality ;  the  common 
fort  enter  into  the  nuptial  ftate,  for  its  peculiar 
purpofes,  as  young  as  they  can;  and,  as  houfe* 
keeping  is  not  expenfive,  and  as  education  is 
neither  attended  with  coft  nor  trouble,  they  live 
as  much  at  their  eaie  as  before.  The  betrothing 
is  performed  with  ecclefiaftical  rites,  generally 
eight  days  previous  to  the  marriage,  and  is  indif- 
foluble.  ■  During  this  interval,  the  bride  is  only, 
vifited  by  the  bridegroom,  and  the  girls  of  her 
acquaintance,  who  amufe  her  with  finging.  On 
the  laft  evening  the  young  women  bring  the 
bride  into  the  hot-bath,  where  they  plait  and  tie 
up  her  hair,  all  the  while  finging  ballads  defcrip- 
tive  of  her  future  happinefe. 

The  marriage  is  folemnized  in  the  church,  be- 
fore the  altar,  whither  they  proceed,  with  the 
figure  of  fome  faint  carried  before  them.  During 
the  ceremony  a  crown  is  put  ^n  each  of  their 
heads.  The  prieft,  with  due  forms,  changes  their 
rings,  reads  to  them  an  admonition  of  their  reci- 
procal duties,  gives  them  to  drink  of  a  cup  in 
token  of  the  prefent  union  of  their  fortunes,  and 
difmiffes  them  with  his  blefling. 

At  their  return  from  church  the  father  of  the 
bride  prefents  the  young  couple  witli  a  loaf  of 
bread  and  fome  fait,    accompanied  with  a  wi/li 

that 
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tbasb  ^tibey  «iay  never  ksow  the  want  of  either 
foridrich  they  ith^uok  him  on  their  knees.  They 
then  fit  4aM^a  to  fuppi^,  and  when  the  ihifl  that 
the  bnide  i&  to  put  on  has  been  infpe6i;ed,  the 
iibew-married  pair  are  put  to  bed.  This  ihifl  is 
produced  the  nexit  day  to  the  guefis,  who, .  upon 
ieei^g  the  tokens  of  virginity  upon  it,  felicitate 
the  mother  of  the  bride  on  that  fortunate  event 
AU  tluiiigs  oonfideped,  it  nteed  not  be  vinentianed 
that  thefe  tokens  never  &il  to  appear.  This  day 
paffqs  wiiii  far  more  jollity  than  the  former,  as  the 
yoving  wQinan^  being  now  freed  from  aH  reftrajbt, 
ca^  iiCST  a  {)art  in  the  fports  and  entertaimnents 
of  tthe  .company. 

The  naftional  di^'erfions  of  the  Ruffians  osx  holi- 
dayK,  at  weddings,  and  other  occa£ons  of  fefli* 
vlty,  are  veiy  diveriified,  and  have  great  refem« 
blance  with  thofe  cufiomary  amcmg  the  Perfiaas, 
the  Ai:ahidais,  and  the  J£g}rptians.  Their  muiic 
is  more  ufuaJly  vocal  than  inflrumentaL  On  the 
whole  globe  we  ihail  fcarcely  meet  with  a  country 
where  the  ibng  is  more  jovial  and  univeifai 
than  in  Ruflia.  They  all  iing  from  the  child  to 
the  hoary  head  of  age,  and  on  all  occaiions,  old 
women  exceypted,  even  while  at  the  mibfl  laborious 
and  toilfome  work,  and  generally  with  all  their 
might;  the  country-roads  re-echo  with  the  fon^ 
of  the  drivers,  the  viUage-ftreets  with  the  merry 
voices  of  the  girls,  and  the  drinking-houfes  are 
never  without  a  concert.     Hieir  ibngs  are  iimple 

recita- 
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.49o]it^(;]QU8,  AUtient  or  modern ;  on  the  fubjeS;  ^f 
Jo$^^  nature,  and  tales  of  chivalry,  giants,  ^qd 
Jl^ro^,  frequently  jewd,  and  their  melodies  uni-^ 
fy^tm  and  Qionotonous,^  but  /ometimes  pleafing 
iBQ0]Ligh,  The  little  groups  of  girls  fitting  together 
4)f  an  evcyning  and  jdnging*  are  very  entertaining. 
The  m^n  >fing,  ftom  the  fulbieis  of  their  hearta^ 
.egjllaits  of  foldi^^  or  kozaks  in  time  of  war,  w 
» ^ouland  other  fuljge^  that  will  fuit  their  own 
%le  of  compofition  and  ttheir  own  tunes  and  their 
.tho\ightleis  mcirry  (di^ofitions,  reciting  fooietiniies 
^ogle  words  or  lines  from  different  fpngs,  in  eveiy 
4wie  aiKl  ior  whole  hours  together. 

The  onoft  con?if>lete  yoqal  musfic  is  what  we  he^r 
in  tbeijr  churches  ,on  fundaysand  holidays;  whicl^ 
AS  the  f  hurch  ^ows  of  no  inftrumentai  mufic  iii 
4^vine  ^tfoi&ifii  js  p^oimed  by  fingers  e&prefsly 
t^}^h%  mojily  JbiK>ught  from  the  Ukmne  for  th^ 
f^i^^l  c3£kw(?^9  and  gives  great  iatisfa6i;ion 
fivjtfi  to  people  of  tafte.  The  fubftaxi.ee  is  ilavo- 
jaiw  jpvQkejtiy ;  the  notes  f  are  e^prefled  by  pointy 
iMUr  jkhe  very  old  faihion,  for  four  voices.  The 
piwieQt  choral  mufic  is  moiUy  by  Mottete. 

Tlie  mo^  40o$imnon  ^aind  the  mo&  peculiar  in- 
ftrument  of  the  nation  is  the  cow4k)7^.  It  is  a 
comet  o£  from  one  to  four  feet  in  length,  df 
wood  or  tree-bark,  from  which  the  fiout  lungs  of 
«^  boor  <an  produce  a  ibwd  fbinewhat  fimilor  t& 

*  Igrim,  f  Innelogies* 

the 
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the  human  voice.  The  balalaika,  of  the  bandour 
kind,  of  very  antient  flavonian  origin,  is  a  com- 
mon inftrument  both  with  the  Ruffians  and  Tar- 
tars ;  according  to  Niebuhr  it  is  alfo  much  ufed 
in  iEgypt  and  Arabia.  The  body  of  it  is  an  ob- 
long femicircle,  about  a  fpan  in  length,  with  a 
neck,  or  finger-board,  of  four  fpans.  It  is  played 
on  with  the  fingers  like  the  bandour,  or  guitar ; 
but  has  only  two  wires,  one  of  which  gives  a  mo- 
notonous bafs,  and  by  the  other  the  piece  is  pro- 
duced. Under  the  touch  of  able  fingers,  accom- 
panied by  a  good  voice,  it  founds  agreeably 
•  enough ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  unfrequently  feen 
in  tlie  hands  of  people  of  fafliion.  The  gudak  is 
a  miferable  violin  with  three  firings,  which  are  all 
touched  by  a  fhort  bow,, though  only  one  of  them 
'  is  lingered ;  it  is  not  pleafing  to  every  ear.  The 
dutka  confifts  of  two  parallel  reed-pipes,  each 
with  three  holes,  diifering  in  their  notes  up  to  an 
o6lave,  {6  that  it  llrikes  the  hearer  as  if  two  were 
pkyed  on  it.  On  this  antiquated  inftrument  only 
fimple  tunes  can  be  produced.  The  rilek  is  a 
common  village-lyre ;  and  the  valinka  a  diminu- 
tive pair  of  bagpipes.  The  gufli  is  a  horizontal 
harp  with  wires,  played  on  with  the  fingers,  and 
is  competent  to  any  piece  of  mufic.  As  it  is  a 
pleafing  inftrument  even  without  the  accompani- 
ment of  the  voice,  it  is  much  in  requeft  at  the 
tables  of  count ly-noblem en,  the  overfeers  of  the 

mines, 
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mines,  and  others.  The  cornet  *  is  chiefly  in  ufe 
among  the  failors  and  boatmen  for  aiding  their 
voice  in  finging,  as  they  reft  upon  their  oars  in 
falling  down  the  current  of  the  rivers,  and  in 
ihort  when  they  have  nothing  better  to  do.  It 
is  rather  a  kind  of  fhawm,  o£,  birch-bark,  with 
fix  finger-holes,  and  a  mouth-piece  like  that  of  a 
trumpet.  The  failors  make  a  jingling  noife  with 
two  bundles  of  little  bells,  in  time  with  their 
mufic. 

Dancing  f  is  a  diverfion  every  where  followed. 
Even  the  common  people,  who  here  are  not  apt 
to  become  ftiiF  with  work,  dance  to  admiration. 
They  generally  dance  to  the  voice.  The  univerfal 
dance  of  the  country  confifis  in  frequent  genu- 
flexions of  the  man,  and  a  gentle  ftep  in  proper 
cadence  of  the  woman.  It  is  pantomimic  and 
very  engaging.  The  woman  lays  her  arms  on  her 
breaft  croffwife,  beckons  to  the  man  with  her 
fingers,  flirugs  her  fhouldets^  and  glides  by  him 
hanging  down  her  head,  with  fome  fide  glances, 
without  giving  of  hands.  In  another  dance,  the 
man  and  woman  ihew  a  repugnance  to  each  other ; 
they  reciprocally  pafs  by  with  averted  and  dif- 
daiufiil  looks  ;  make  faces  of  derifion  at  one  an- 
other as  their  backs  are  towards  them ;  turn  about 
and  fliew  by  their  looks  and  geftures  an  ambiguous 
averiion.     The  dove-dance :{;  exhibits  an  imitation 

*  Haihok.  t  Dantzavat.  }  Golubetz. 
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of  the  cMAing  tin  of  tuttle^dove^  or  Iqvei^x 
Genersdly  dne  Aatidd^iliU  to  the  odier;  prefently 
the  man'  datic^  about  with  rel^pment  ntotioii) 
1rhil<&  the  ivomali  proceeds  ia^  gentle  and*  delicate' 
moveitientti     P(di(h*  dances*  are  aifo  itliich  iii  tif^. 
not)  only  in  the  Ukrain^  but  in  inofi!  other  pitrt^ 
of  the  cOuntr^j  lik«ifife  durinig^  the  H^iiiter  fevfen*- 
ing^coiiipanies*  ar6  very  common:     They  confift' 
m>  abfurd*  and  ridiculdus  mafqueraded  by  young: 
people.     They  fometimes,  though  but  rarely,  puti 
on  difguifesy  humouroufly  reprefent  ^tefque  and 
romantic  (lories^  imitate  particular  perfdns  an(F 
animals^  and  ufually  indulge^themfeli^es  incoarfe 
and' licentious  bufTootieries;    After  thefeoomedied^' 
OP  maiquemde^i  which  are  fometimes  omitted;  thff 
party  amufe  t!iemfelw5  with  fmging;   dancing^> 
]4aying^  for  {takes,  and  alwayr  with  eating  and' 
dritlking( 

They  are  very  rttuch» attache^  to  gjiiinaftid  di* 
Veiiionsi     In  fevere  wiilter-nights  the  ladies  makff 
fledge-partie%  in»  which  there  is  always  much  ve- 
hement finging%      The  fwing  arid  round-abouts^ 
are  di\'€rfions  of  the  eafter  holidays.     The  fbrmei* 
is  oarried  to  great  pcrfedion ;  five  or  fir  people* 
ftand'  or  fit^    one  behind  another  on  a  piank^ 
which^  ir  fwung.  to  a  great  height     Infttadof  a' 
plank,*  fome  of  thefe  fwings  have  wooden  llona?* 
fwan^    bears,    coaches,    chaire,  fofas,.  &c.     Th©r 

•  Veteherl»H.    Igrtfbi. 
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giris  divert  themfelv^  in  fummer  in  jumping  on'  n 
hoardf  retting  in  the  middle  on  a  block  of  wootf 
as  a  fulcrum ;  one  ftanding  on  each  end  of  this' 
board,  they  alternately  bound  one  another  up  to' 
a  furprifing  height  The  diverfion  of  the  ice-hilb' 
has  been  defcribed  in  a  fbniier  feftion  of  this' 
"Work.  Wreftling  and  boxing*  are  another  diver- 
fion, though  very  aukwardly  performed.  Ringing 
the  bells,  on  church  and  court  holidays,  is  a  fpe- 
€168  of  exercife  of  which  they  are  remarkably 
fend;  but  they  produce  nothing  like  harmony 
ftom  them.  The  fole  excellency  confifts  in  ftriking 
tfie  clippers  the  oftenefL 

In  the  country  the  women  are  generally  de- 
]Bvered  in  the  bath-room,  arid  the  birdis  are  for 
tlie  moft  part  happy  and  eafy.  The  prieft  uibally 
gives  the  child  the  name  of  the  faint  that  ftandii 
on  the  day  in  the  church-kalendan  Every  oncf 
Ota  vifiting  the  lying-in  woman  kiflbs  tier,  and 
privately  flips  a  prefent  in  money  under  her  pillowv 
Dependents  make  ufe  of  thefe  opportunitiesr  for 
complimenting  their  ftiperiors,  who  do  niot  accept 
of  prefents. 

A  careleft  dii^ofition,  and  a  way  of  life  natu- 
rally auftere,  an  exemption  fVom  very  toiHbme 
labours^  and  the  ufe  of  the  bath,  but  efpecially  a 
clear  ani  bright  atmofphere,  peculiar  to  Raflift 
and  Siberia,  keep  them  in  confltot  heal^^  g^e^^ 

^  KnUihtfoiboit; 
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rally  to  a  good  old  age.  Even  the  fick  have  feldom 
recourfe  to  medicine.    The  country  has  but  few, 
and  no  violent  difeafes  peculiar  to  it     Sometimes 
in  fummer  a  fort  of  phthificky  complaint'"'  appears, 
efpecially  in  the  parts  bordering  on  the  Irtiih, 
aifeding  both  men  and  cattle.     It  firfl  ihews  itfelf 
by  a  bile  on  fome  part  of  the  body ;  and  though 
mortal  without  help,  is  not  contagious.     A  cer- 
tain cure  has  of  late  been  difcovcred  for  it,  by 
making  an  incifion  in  the  bile,  quite  into  the 
found  flefh,  and  then  dreflfmg  the  wound  with 
tobacco  and  fal  ammoniac.     In  the  confines  of 
the  upper    Lena,    fwelled-necks   are    common; 
young  perfons,  however^  in  places  that  have  better 
water,  efcape  them.     About  the  Cafpian  they  sure 
fubjed  to  a  horrid,  flow-confuming,    mortal  le- 
profy,  called  the  Krimean-difeafe  f,  alfo  the  Black- 
iickneis  J ;  but  this  is  not  frequent 

Several  of  their  domeftic  remedies,  require  a 
patient  fortitude  truly  heroic.  A  mixture  of 
garlic,  onions,  and  fpaniih  pepper,  with  brandy, 
is  an  univerfal  medicine  for  all  diftempers.  Ve- 
nereal complaints,  which  are  fo  very  common, 
are  here  but  little  infeftious,  and  not  frequently 
even  by  coition,  are  cured  without  any  prepara- 
tion, by  mercurial  fublimate,  yerdegris,  and  vi- 
triol, kneaded  and  baked  in  bread-cruft ;  never- 
thelefs  great  numbers  retain  injuries  from  it  for 

*  Yafliia.    f  Krimikaia  bolefna.     t  Tihornaia  nemotlh. 
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the  reft  of  their  lives,  and  not  a  few  fall  early 
vidhns  to  death.  Wolf's  bane*  and  fneeze- 
wort  t  &f 6  taken  againft  ahnoft  all  accidents,  in 
laige  dofes  by  eye-meafure.  Moxa:J;  of  niug- 
wort-flocks,  are  often  burnt  on  the  belly  for 
pains  of  the  bowels,  and  on  the  joints,  for  aching 
bones. 

The  dead  are.  fincerely  and  long  lamented  by 
their  relations  and  friends ;  but,  from  a  natural 
repugnance  to  the  idea  of  death,  they  u£b  but 
little  ceremony  with  the  corpfe.  They  put  o  nit 
a  ibrowd,  then  lay  it  in  a  coffin,  in  which  it  is 
brought,  open,  only  covered  with  a  pall,  to  tlie 
grave,  attended  by  prieils,  chanting  hymns,  and 
bearing  crofles  and  lighted  tapers  in  their  hands. 
Being  come  to  the  place  of  interment,  the  atten- 
dants  take  leave  of  the  body  by  a  kifs,  give  it  a 
bleffing,  then  faften  up  the  coffin,  let  it  down 
into  the  grave,  and  fliovel  in  the  earth.  On 
thefe  occafions  the  nobles  and  the  rich  put  on 
bbtck,  but  others  make  no  change  in  their  drefs. 
The  lower  fort  bury  their  dead  in  their  ordinary 
clothes.  Such  as  die  on  the  barks  upon  tlie  rivers 
are  Uttsn  to  the  fliore  by  their  companions,  and 
there  put  in  the  ground,  without  any  other  cere- 
mony. Great  funeral  feafts  and  mourning  in 
black  clothes  are  not  cuftomajy ;  among  the  few 
diflies  they  ferve  about,  one  is  ufually  a  frumenty 

*  Acomtttm  lycodonvm  Linn,    f  Veratrum.    t  Vadtin. 
VOL.  II.  F  of 
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of  foaked  wheat,  in  reference  to  the  paflage  con- 

'  cerning  a  fprouting  wheat-corxi  in  John,  xii.  24. 
In  great  towns  the  funeral  obfequies  are  conduced, 

"among  people  of  condition,  as  they  are  in  other 
countries. 

At  the  new  year  is  annually  held  a  feaft  of  the 
dead  *,  on  which  eveiy  body  vifits  the  grave  of 
his  relations,  lays  fome  viftuals  upon  it,  and  hears 
mafs,  in  payment  for  \rhich  the  priefts  get  the^ 

n^ftuals.  Profligates,  fuch  as  have  come  to  a 
miferable  end,  and  all  who  have  died  without  the 
facrament,  were  formerly  thrown,  without  inhu- 
mation, into  a  hut  for  that  purpofef,  and,  on 

'the  Thurfday  before  Whitfunday ;}:,  were  buried 
by  the  clergy,  who  faid  maffes  for  their  fouls,  at- 
trndcd  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  place.     At  pre- 

•fenrt  greater  indulgence  is  Ihewn  to  thefe  poor 
wretches.' 

The  antient  orthodox  Greek  religion,  to  which 
the  whole  nation  is  attached,  is  univerfally  ac- 
knowledged in  doftrine  and  difcipline.  We  fhall 
here  fpeak  only  of  its  externals.  The  churches 
and  the  facerdotal  veftments  are  very  magnificent. 
The  people  at  large  are  veiy  ftriO:  in  th^bferv- 
ance  of  the  out-svard  forms  of  worfljip,  attendance 

"  on  mafs,  keeping  the  fafts,  (wiiich  take  up  one- 
third  part  of  the  year,)  performance  of  domeftic 
<icvotrofis  morning'  and  evening,   confefTion,  re- 

'  •■'^Radhelifabol.  f  Bogdoi  dom.  J  Sedinik. 
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ceiving  the  facrament,    &c.     To  build  churches 
is  a  meritorious  a6l;  hence  it  is,  that  even  the 
fiYialleft  towns  have  fuch  a  number  of  thefe  ftruc- 
tares,  and  fome  of  tliem  handfome.     As,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  feverity  of  the  winters,  it  is  neccflary 
to  heat  the  churches,  there  are-  frequently  tM^o 
churches   in   one   church-yard,    a  winter  and  a 
fammer  church ;  at  other  times  they  cpnfift  of  two 
Tories,  ufed  to  the  fame  purpofes.     The  clergy 
are  held  in  gi-eat  honour,  and  are  extremely  tole- 
rant tOAvards  all  other  profeflions  of  faith.     The 
titles  of  metropolitan  and  archbifliop  are  not  at- 
tached ta  the  fee,  but  are  at  prefent  merely  pcr- 
fohal   diftindions    conferred    by    the    fovereign, 
which  give  the  pofleflbrs  no  additional  power,  and 
fcarcely  any  precedence.     Every  one,  •  on  meeting 
a  prieft,  kifles  his  hand,   in  retarn  for  which  he 
receives  his  blefling  with  the  fign  of  the  crofs : 
this  cuftom  is  now,  however,  pretty  much  con- 
fined to  country  places.     Paffion-week  is  kept  by 
, every  perfon  in  great  apparent  folemnity,    with 
frequent  ceremonies  of  devotion,  to  which  they 
are  Jilted  by  flow  and  difmal  ftrokes  of  the 
chui:<^bcils :  but  the  eafter-week  is  pafled  pretty 
nearly  as  in  fome  other  countries,  in  various  di- 
verfions,  drunkennefs,  and  debau«chery.     At  this 
feftival  it  is  the  univeifal  cuftom  all  over  the  em 
pire  to  prefent  each  other  with  an  egg,  accompa- 
nied with  tf  kifs,  at  the  fame  time  faying:  Chrift 

F  2  is 
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is  rifen*  \  to  which  the  other  replies:  He  is  rifen 
indeed  f ! 

In  fuperftitioiis  notions  and  prafticcs  the  Ruf- 
fians are  as  little  deficient  as  their  neighbours. 
Many  of  them,  as  well  as  among  us,  believe  in 
gliods,  apparitions,  and  hobgoblins,  and  are  not 
fond  of  inhabiting  the  houfes  of  near  relations 
deceafed ;  whence  it  happens  that  many  houfes 
are  left  to  fall  in  ruins,  or  pafs  into  foreign  hands 
at  a  very  cheap  rate.     A  houfe  too,  whofe  owner 
fell  into  poverty,  or  was  otherwife  unfortunate, 
will  not  readily  find  a  purchafer,  becaufe  it  ha^^ 
ejefted  its  mafter.    On  the  Thurfday  before  Whit* 
funtide  the  girls  celebrate  the  feftival  of  the  fla* 
vonian  gbddefs   Lada  and  her  fon  Dida,   with 
finging,   dancing,    and  decorating  a  birch-buih 
with  garlands  of  ribbons  ;  which  they  afterwards 
throw  with  great  folemnity  into  a  river,  and  learn, 
from  the  figures  the  ribbons  affume  in  the  current, 
who  they  ihall  wed,  and  what  their  fates  Ihall  be 
in  marriage.     On  the  fifth  of  January  they  go  by 
night  into  a  crofs-ftreet,  or  into  a  cellar,  which  is 
called,  To  go  hearing :};,  and  fancy  they  hw,  in 
every  found,  the  prediftion  of  their  deftinj^The 
day  after  Chriftmas  is  folemnized  by  the  midwives, 
becaufe  the  virgin  Mary's  midwite  had  a  great 
hand  in  the  redemption  of  the  world.     In  PermCj^ 
and  other  places,  they  believe  that  fome  witches, 

•  Chriilos  volkreft !     f  Voiftinnoi  vofkrcft !     I  Slufchit. 

by 
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by  their  incantations,  have  the  power  of  de- 
priving the  female  fex  of  their  right  to  become 
mothers*,  but  that  others  can  prefer ve  it  invio- 
lably to  them ;  therefore  brides  always  apply  to 
the  latter.  As  wives  are  fometimes  flighted  by* 
their  hufl)ands  on  that  account,  paramours  find 
their  advantage  in  this  conceit.  But  to  reckon 
up  all  the  fuperftitious  fancies  of  this  nature 
would  be  both  endlefs  and  unprofitable.  Their 
domovois  are  our  fairies,  and  their  vodovois  our 
Water-goblins  or  wizzards  of  the  ftream. 

The  Po  LEs,  related  to  the  Ruffians  by  defcent 
ind  language,  have  alfo  in  their  bodily  frame  fo 
Auch  fimilarity  with  them,  as  would  make  it 
plainly  perceptible  that  the  two  nations  originate 
from  the  fame  ftock,  if  the  diiFerence  of  the  na- 
tional cbata£ter  were  not  fo  very  ftriking.  On 
Ae  whole  the  Poles  are  of  a  larger,  drier,  and 
nftore  flefhy  cad ;  their  countenance  is  open  and 
friendly;  their  bodily  ftrufture  is  well-propor- 
tioned, and  only  the  neck  is  commonly  thicker 
with  them  than  is  ufual  ainong  the  other  european 
nations.  The  men  of  all  ranks  wear  whificers, 
and  ihave  their  headis  in  fuch  manner  that  only  a 
lock  of  hair  remains  on  the  crown ;  a  particularity 
^hich  gives  them  in  the  eyes  of  other  Europeans 
a  foreign  and  almoil  an  afiatic  appearance.  The 
i^Bfiale  fes  are  famed  for  their  beauty  over  all  the 

•  Spordhini. 

F  3  north; 


>      \ 


70  c«aragteri.st;[cs  of 

north ;  to  the  peculiar  advantages  of  figure,  they 
have  ?ilfo  a  delicate  fliape,  fmall  elegant  feet  and 
fine  long  Jiair.  The  fame  flexibility,  which  w^ 
noticed  among  the  Ruffians,  is  alio  obfervable 
among  the  Poles :  their  looks  in  common  inter- 
couife  are' far  more  animated  and  lively. 

Firm  and  lafting  as  the  corporal  llrufture  of 
the  Poles  feems  to  be,  and  great  as  the  tendency 
of  their  education  and  way  of  hfe  is  to  harden 
the  common  people ;  yet  the  hoft  of  difeafes  to 
which  this  nation  is  liable  is  comparatively  greater 
than  that  of  their  neighbours.  .Whetlier  it  be 
the  quality  of  the  atmofphere,  which  is  rendered 
unwholefome  by  the  numerous  and  large  moraffes, 
and  by  the  fituafion  of  the  Carpathian  mountains 

m 

receives  a  peculiar  acridity;  whether  it  arifes 
from  the  m  ant  of  good  potable  water,  or  the  un- 
cleanly way  of  living  fo  confpicuous  in  the  ma- 
jority of  the  inhabitants:  it  is,  .however,  a  fin- 
gular  circumftance,  that  Poland' is  vifited  by  more 
violent  and  malignant  difeafes  than  the  more 
northerly  Iluffia,  find  that  they  are  there  morp 
infectious  and  dangerous. 

In  the  polifli  provinces  which  now  belong  to* 
the  ruffian  empire,  efpecially  in  Volhynia  and  the 
Ukraine,  where  the  country,  however,  in  com- 
parifon  witli  Lithuania,  is  elevated  and  dry,  dif- 
orders  of  the  bread,  intermittent  fevers,  finalj- 
pox,  worms,  plica  polonica,  itch,  <ind  venereal 
infeftions,  are  the^  mod  cyrrent  difeafes.  Epide- 
mical 
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itiiCal  difeafes  are  rare ;  but  none  of  tbetn.  commit : 
fuch    depredations   as  the  fmall-pox,    which    i^; 
partly  to  be  afcribed  to  bad  treatment  .and  diet,j 
but  principally  to  die  .  cardeffnefs  of  the  people. 
Little  a3  the  commoii  Turks  give  themfelves  any; 
concern  to  gtiard  agaiuil  tlie  plague;  not  a  >vhit, 
more .  does  thq  poliih  peafant  take,  any  paias  to 
ward   off  the  infection   of  the  moft  dangerous- 
fmall-pox.  The  fick,  and  healthy,  lie  together  with 
the  cattle  in  a  very  fmall  inclofure}  the  comprcfled 
exhalations,  and  the  ufually  immoderate  heat  of 
the  room,  impart  to  this  malady  fuch  a  degree  of 
malignity,  that  it  feems  little  fliort  of  a  miracle, 
that  any  one  of  thefe  unfortunate  creatures  fliould 
efcape  with  his  life,. 

,  The  ravages  of  this  diforderare,  e^^en  in.  regard 
to  the  rude  climate,  ever}'  where  great  .  We  may 
confidently  ftate  the  mortality  at  fix  or  feven  out 
of  ten ;  and  fuch  as  efcape  this  fate  are  almoft 
always  cruelly  disfigured.  Hence  it  is  alfo  that. 
no  country  in  Europe  fo  fwarms  with  blind  people 
as  Poland.  If  *we  except  thofe  who  are  become 
fo  by  the  plica  polonica, .  the  remainder  may  im- 
pute tins  dreadful  calamity  to  the  fmall-pox*.  — 
Inoculation  is  olily  praftifed  in  large.  to\vns,  in 
the  country  it  is  almoft  entirely  unknown  5  and 
where  the  introduftion  of.  it  has  been  her?  and 

*  De  la  Fontaine,  miscellaneous  diiTertations  on  ph/fic  and 
forgery  relating  to  Poland.    Breflaa,  179a,  8yo.  p.  in*  ii2» 
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there  attempted,  it  has  been  conftantly  oppofed 
l^  the  national  prejudice  fo  obflinate  as  not  to  b^ 
conquered. 

Preternatural  births  are  extremely  rare;  of 
eight  hundred  or  a  thou&nd  there  fcarcely  happens 
one  where  any  obftetrical  art  is  neceffary. 

The  venereal  difeafe  in  great  towns  is  in  th6 
ratio  of  fix  to  ten ;  fo  generally  has  this  dreadful 
evil  fpread.     In  the  country  it  is  proportioirately 
not  lefs  prevalent ;  once  it  happened  that  of  one 
hundred  recruits  eighty  v/ere  infeded.  —  Of  the 
various  modifications  of  this  fubtile  peftilencc, 
none  are  more  frequently  obferved  than  venereal 
ulcers  in  the  nofe ;  and  there  is  perhaps  no  country 
in  Europe  where  we  meet  with  more  perfons  with?* 
out  nofes  than  in  Poland.     The  fevere  northern 
climate,  and  the  fuppreffed  perfpiration  which  is 
almofl:  always  a  confequence  of  it,  exafperate  tbis^ 
difeafe  fo  much  that  even  one  brought  by  a  Pole 
from  a  warmer  country  is  eafier  to  cure  than  one 
caught  in  Poland* 

All  the  diftempers  which  we  have  now  beel;^ 
mentioning,  Poland  has  in  common  with  the 
other  nations  of  our  part  of  the  globe ;  but  the 
itiatted  hair  is  an  affliftion  altogether  peculiar  to 
that  country ;  and  therefore  claims,  on  this  ac- 
count, as  well  as  that  of  its  very  general  diflfti- 

*  De  la  Fontaine^  niifcelBftneous  di^rtations  oif  pkyfie  and 
Airgery  relating  te  Poland-    Breflau^  1794.    Sva  p. !: 


fion^ 


fion,  to  be  rather  more  circutnftantially  mentioned 
here, 

The  matted^locks,  clotted  hair,  or  plica  pokv 
nica,  is  an  endemial  difeafe  in  Poland  and  fome 
of  the  adjacent  countries  *  in  which  the  morbid 
matter  critically  fettles  in  the  hair,  and  clots  it 
together  in  fo  peculiar  a  manner,  that  it  cannot 
by  any  means  be  disentangled  or  combei^  out 

*  Tbts  diTcaft  is  naw  ttaced  from  the  iburec  of  the  VUIiil4 
(to  whick  it  is  indelAed  for  its  muAe)  into  the  Carpathian  monn* 
ttojos,  Lithoaaia,  White  and  Red  Raffia,  ^nd  Tartary.  —  Whei^ 
and  in  what  regi<9li  it  may  havjB  firfl  arifen,  cannot  be  precifely 
afcertained.  It  was  unknown  to  the  Greeks,  the-Romansy  and 
the  Arabians.  Some  modern  writers  pface  its  origin  in  Europo 
in  the  year  1^7,  and  affirm  that  it  was  brought  into  Poland  by 
tbe  Tartars*  —If  this  aflertion-were  aAaally  proved,  it  would 
amply  repay  our  pains  to  examine  why  the  clotted-locks  have  not 
become  endemial  alfo  in  Ruffia  by  means  of  the  Tartars,  as  it  is 
well  known  that  a  great  part  of  this  empire,  was  long  under  tar-* 
tarian  fopremacy,  and  the  interconrfe  between  the  two  nations 
was  fa  great.  At  any  rate  it  is  a  remarkable  phsenomenon  that 
U^  infediooi  a  difeafe,  con^ering  the  clofe  vicinity  and  the 
conftant  traffic  carried  on  between  Poland  and  Ruffia,  and  the 
great  fimilarity  in  mode  of  life,  climate,  and  aliment,  has  not 
fimnd  its  way  among  the  latter  people.  Confequently,  the 
gronnd  of  it  muft  lie  either  in  the  local-quality  of  Poland, 
(which  however  de  la  Fontaine  ablblutely  denies,)  or  there  muft 
be  fome  circumHance  in  the  ruffian  way  of  living,  which  dimi- 
niflies  or  annihilates  their  difpofition  to  this  malady.  May  not 
perhaps  the  vapour-baths  produce  this  beneficial  efle£t  ?  At  leaft 
ire  are  affured  on  good  authority  that  warm  vapours  and  medi- 
cines far  promotmg  perfpiration  are  among  the  moft  neceiTary 
ftqaifites  to  a  caf e. 

The 
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The  matter  of  the  difedfe,  however,  does  not 
always  depofit  ilfelf  in  the  hair  alone,  but  fettles 
fometimes  alfo  in  the  nails  of  the  fingers  and  toes. 

This  dangerous  and  loathfome  difeafe  fpares- 
neither  age  tior  fex,  nor  condition,  not  evep 
foreigners  newly  arrived  in  Poland;  nay,  infants 
at  times  bring  it  with  them  into  the  world.  Tlie 
lower  piaffes  of  people  are  however  the  mod  fub-; 
jeft  to  it,  boors,  beggars,  and  jews.  In  Vol- 
hynia  and  the  Ukraine  this  difeafe  is  among  the 
common  people  in  the  ratio  of  two  or  three  to' 
ten ;  among  the  nobility  and  the  fubftantial 
burghers,  as  two  to  thirty  or  forty.  Many  thou- 
fands  of  pcrfons  pafs  their  whole  lives  entirely 
free  from  it;  others  have  it  feveral  times,  and 
fometimes  even  at  regular  periods.  Hair  of  all 
colours  is  equally  liable  to  it;  but  mqftly  the 
light-brown.  The  fofter  the  hair  the  more  eafily 
does  the  morbid  matter  pafs  into  it.  The  difeafe 
is  alfo  infe6lious ;  it  is  either  innate,  or  commu- 
nicated by  nurfcs,  by  fleeping  in  the  fame  bed^ 
with  an  infeftcd  perfon,  or  by  clothes.  —  Even 
brutes  are  expofed  to  the  plica  polonica,  efpecially 
thofe  which  have  long  hair. 

The  proximate  caufe  of  this  difeafe  is  a  fort  of 
humour   with    which   phyficians   are  ftill   unac- 
quainted, and  is  not  lefs  difficult  to  be  afcertained 
than  the    venereal,    the  fcorbutic,    &c.      Thus' 
much  however  is  apparent,   that  it  is  a  peculiarly 
vilcous  and  acrid  matter,   which  has  its  feat  in  the 

lymph, 
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lymph,  and  makes  a  depofit  in  the  hair  or  the 
nails,  which  depofition  is  to  be  regarded  as  a 
crifis.  Tlie  caufes  of  this  matter  it  is  not  eafy  to 
afcertain ;  for  neither  air,  nor  M«ter,  nor  food, 
leem  direftly  to  contribute  any  thing  to  the  enu- 
cleation of  this  difeafe ;  cleanhnefs  and  frequent 
combing  of  the  hair  are  no  fecurity  againftit;- 
neither  do  other  diftqmpers  feem  to  take  part  in  . 
the  caufes  of  this  afflidion,  though  they  greatly 
exafperate  it  when  the  patient  is  at  the  fame  time 
attacked  by  them. 

The  tranfit^  of  the  matter  of  the  plica  polonica 
into  the  hair  happens  when  it  is  feparated  from 
the  common  mafs  of  the  juices  and  is  fufficieiltly 
prepared  for  a  crifis.,  Ere  this  crifis  comes  on,, 
tlie  patient  has  frequently  much  to  fuffer;  but 
fometimes  the  clots  form  without  his  feeling  the; 
leaft  previgus  indifpofitibn.  If  the  phyfician  be- 
not  fo  fortunate  as  to  draw  off  the  morbid  matter 
int<)  the  hair  or  into  the  nails,  or  this  be  •  nofe. 
elFefted  by  nature  heifelf,  then  the  cafe  of- the: 
patient  is  extremely  dangerous :  for  if  tl>e  morbid 
matter  fall  on  any  of  the  nobler  parts,  on  the 
brain,  or  the  lungs,  or  the  ftomach,  it  brings  on- 
the  moft  cruel  of  mortal  difeafes;  if  it  flow  to  the 
eyes,  it  caufes  inflammations,  catarads,  &c.  if 
it  be  fo  acrimonious  and  corrofive  as  to  attack- 
the  marrow  in  the  bones,  then  the  difeafe  is  gene-, 
lally  incurable,  and  the  patient  dies  in  the  moft 
excruciating  torments. 

As 
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As  fodn  as  the  crifis  has  happened  to  the  hait^ 
*  nailsj  all  bad  fymptoms  ceafe,  aftid  the  patient 
gets  well  by  degrees ;  but  if  the  fymptoms  return, 
it  is  then  a  fure  fign  that  there  is  ftill  a  portion  of 
the  ftiatter  remaining  in  the  juices,  which  ihouVI 
likeWiie  pafs  into  thofe  parts.  It  frequently  hap- 
pefns,  when  the  nnirWd  iiiatter  is  too  co|)ious  to 
be  entirely  abforbed  by  the  hairs,  that  they  fnap 
ift  the  toiddle,  and  it  6o2es  out  betweexi  them  in 
great  quantity,  when  the  patient  is  plagued  M'ith 
vermin  to  fuch  a  degree  as  caniiot  be  defcribed. 
But  that  the  hair  !fli6uld  be  fo  diftended  that  blood 
ilo^vs  Out  6f  it,  .  as  fome  afetient  authors  have 
aflerted,  is  by  tro  means  the  faft.  -^  When  the 
Glotted*lock  is  completely  fonfied,  benignant  na-* 
t\ire  takes  care  <o  repel  the  mifchief  by  producing 
Aew  hairs,  which  forcibly,  as  it  \rere,  feparate 
the  clotted-lock  from  the  head.  This  happens, 
though  but  feldOm,  in  a  few  days  or  weeks,  but 
drdinai*ily  in  the  ipace  of  from  otie  to  fout  months, 
bdt  fometimes  not  till  the  next  fpring. 

iTio  method  of  treating  this  loathfome  and 
6fttn  extremely  dfangerou»  difcafe,  is  naturally 
very  various,  according  to  the  different  fymptoms 
md  courfe  of  it.  Both  inward  and  outward  re- 
niedies  rauft  be  employed.  At  its  very  firft  ap- 
{>earauce  endeavours  muft  be  ufed  to  thin  and 
mitigate  the  tough  acrimonious  matter  to  fit  it  for 
])affing  into  the  hair.  As  foon  as  the  crifis  comes 
on,  medicines  that  promote  perfpiration  muft  be 

applied^ 
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djpptied,  unle&  tl^ere  be  s^y  degree  of  iever* 
When  the  crifis  is  once  over,  th?re  is  no  longer 
any  reafon  for  apprehending  that  the  morbid 
matter  will  return  to  the  mafs  of  blood ;  ^cept^ 
ing  in  the  cafe  when  a  clotted4ock  is  cut  off, 
into  which  the  mprbid  matter  had  not  y^t  AULy 
paiTed*.  The  principal  outward  remedies  arc 
warm  vapour  bathing  and  waihing  the  hair  with 
vegetable  decodions,  —  When  all  outward  and 
inwajd  applications  to  difentangle  the  clotted- 
lock  have  been  tried  to  no  purpofe^  inoculation 
will  eflfed  it  by  caufing  the  patient;  to  put  on  a 

*  The  clotted-lock  may  be  cat  off  without  any  danger, 
when  it  hangs  to  found  freih-grown  hair,  and  has  loft  its  pecu- 
liar flench,  fat,  and  glofs.  For  being  quite  fecuve  about  it,  at 
£rft  let  only  fome  of  the  points  be  cut  off  daily ;  if  no  bad 
effe^  enfne,  it  may  then  be  entirely  abfcinded  from  the  head» 
tkac  is,  in  the  after-grown  hair ;  but  (what  is  extremely  cqrioqs^ 
not  without  pain  in  the  waiff.  —  The  dreadful  confequences  of 
too  early  an  abfciffion  have  made  the  people  fo  fearful,  that 
they  will  fcldom  allow  the  clotted  lock  to  be  cut  off,  even  whea 
it  can  be  done  without  danger.  Hence  it  is  obfervablc,  parti- 
cularly among  the  common  people,  that  they  bear  their  clotted- 
locks  till  they  fall  off  of  themfelves,  or,  if  this  do  not  happen, 
they  go  to  the  grave  with  them.  -—  The  national  cuilom  of  ' 
Ihaving  the  head  probably  tbok  its  rife  from  the  notion  that  by 
{6  doing  this  difeafe  would  be  prevented.  But,  as  we  h^ve 
fecn,  the  hair  is  exaftly  the  fafeft  conduftor  feleftcd  by  Nature 
herfelf,  for  difcharging  the  morbid  matter  from  the  mafs  of 
blood  J  and  it  is  truly  amazing  that  the  poKfli  nation,  after  fo 
long  experience,  has  not  aboliihed  fo  pej^nicious  a  pra^ice. 

9  hood 
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hood  or  cap  which  has  been  worn  by  one  infefted 
with  a  frelh  plica  ^, 

-  "The  lower  clafs  of  people  in  general  but  i^rely 
apply  to  a  phyfician,  commonly,  either  from 
poverty  or  fi"om  prejudice,  ufing  no  other  reme- 
dies than  fuch  as  are  kno.wn  to  them  from  vulgar 
experience.  Happily  tlie  diet  of  the  poHfh  boors, 
on  the. whole,  is  the  moll  harmleis,  becaufe  the 
mod  fimplc,  that  can  be  conceived.  Every  kind 
of  animal  food,  if  not  totally  unknown  to  them, 
is  at  leaft  very  feldom  put  upon  their  homely 
board.  Various  forts  of  grits,  piilfe,  and  pota- 
toes, are  their  common  nourifhment.  Sour  cab- 
bage, four  turneps,  four-crout,  and  other  anti- 
feptics,  they  cat  in  incredible  quantities.  One 
Ijpecies  of  national  food  dc1br\  cs  particular  notice, 
which  is  called  '^  Barfzez."  This  is  a  foup,  in 
which  barley  or  gi-its  is  boiled  with  red  turneps  or 
cabbage  made  four,  and  which  affords  at  once  a 
well-tafted  and  wholfome  food.  It  is  above  all 
thinsrs  to  this  mcfs  that  the  Pole  is  indebted  for 
being  leis  liable  to  the  fcurvy,  from  the  foul  air 
that  he  breathes  in  his  narrow  ftrongly  heated 
room,  than  he  otherwife  would  be.  And  ftill  lefs 
would  he  feel  it  if  intemperance  in  drinking  were 
not  fo  much  greater  among  the  vulgar  than  iu 

any  other  country.]'. 

The 

*  La  Fontaine,  pai&m,  p.  5 — 50. 
f  The  account  which  dc  la  Fontaine  gives  in  thefe  lines  of 
the  way  of  living  and  diet  of  the  Polcb,  is  likewifc  literally 

adapted 
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The  Lithuanians  in  their  bodily  ftrufture  are 
between  the  Poles  and  the  Ruffians,  but  are 
"Ihorter  than  either.  Crouching  under  the  \veight 
of  (lavery  arid  want,  their  phyfical  charafter  alfo 
bears  the  marks  of  that  degradation  to  which 
that  once  fo  flourifhing  a  nation  is  funk.  —  In 
falubrity,  however,  they  are  far  better  than  in 
outward  circumftances :  we  find  among  them 
fewer  difeafes  than  among  the  Poles.  Almoft  all 
the  diftrifts  of  Lithuania  that  border  on  the  Baltic 
are  marfliy  and  wet ;  yet  intermittent  fevers  are 
extremely  rare ;  alfo  the  clotted-locks  and  venereal 
taints  are  lefs  common  than  in- what  was  hereto- 
fore called  Great  and  Little  Poland.  Tlie  ratio 
of  the  former  being  here  among  the  lower  orders 
as  four  to  forty,  and  among  the  higher  as  three 
to  ninety  or  a  himded.  Cutaneous  eruptions, 
itch,  fcrofula,  he6lic  complaints,  and  fevers,  are 
among  their  mod  current  diforders ;  no  difeafe  is 
however  fo  common  as  worms.  Inoculation  for 
the  fmall-pox  is  here  ftill  totally  unknown. 

The  defcription  which  we  have  here  to  make  of 
the  Lettes  is  not  much  more  favourable.     The 


adapted  tx>  the  ruffian  nation ;  potatoes  only  excepted,  which 
in  Ruffia  are  little  cultivated  and  eaten.  The  *'  Borfchtfch,"  as 
it  is  called  in  rufs,  is,  properly  (peaking,  peculiar  to  the 
Ukraine ;  b«it  is  alfo  feen  in  all  parts  of  Ruflia,  and  even  on  the 
tables  of  the  foreigners  in  St.  Peticrfburg,  being  deemed  a 
wholefome,  well-tafted  foyp.  * 

two 
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two  nations,  as  in  the  traits  of  their  hiflory,  tear 
alfo  a  ftrong  refemblance  in  the  features  of  their 
face;  hard  fervice>  want  of  all  fuperior  cultiva- 
tion, deftitution  of  the  neceffaries  of  life  are 
deeply  imprinted  on  their  phyfiognomy  in  legible 
charafters.  The  Lettes  are  very  ihort  of  ftaturc ; 
among  the  women  particularly  are  many^  who,  in 
comparifon  with  other  nations,  might  pa&  for 
dwarfs.  In  tolerable  circumftances  their  bodies 
foon  become  flefhy:  but,,  from  the  accounts  of 
impartial  eye-witneffes,  lufty  people  are  feldom 
feen.  None  of  the  Lettei?  are  equal  in  ftrength 
to  the  german  peafantry,  efpecially  as  to  what 
concerns  lifting  and  carrying :  neverthelefi,  they 
endure  to  an  aftonifliing  degree  the  extremities  of 
froft  and  heat  and  continued  rains,  likewife  hard 
work  with  but  little  fleep,  to  all  which  climate, 
mode  of  living,  and  habit  greatly  contribute. 
The  hot-bath  is  likewife  much  in  ufe  among  the 
Lettes,  who,  tike  the  Ruffians,  go  from  the  ex- 
treme heat  of  them  immediately  into  the  open  air; 
accordingly  they  are  feldom  heard  to  complain  of 
defluxions,  rheums,  catarrhs,  and  toothachs.  In 
general  they  are  but  little  acquainted  with  pre- 
vailing fickneffes;  both  plenty  and  want  feem 
equally  well  to  agree  with  their  conftitutions ; 
even  to  a  wry  advanced  age  their  teeth  are  firm 
and  found,  and  generally  veiy  white.  Spirituous 
liquors,  of  which  they  are  extremely  fond,  feem 
to  do  no  injury  to  their  health,  —  The  women 

bring 


bring  fbirth  with  tnuch  tafis,  icomhKmly  wfthout 
aiSftance,  and  iknding.  Infirm  t^hUdk'en  ard 
rarely  feen;  they  are  fwathed  only  for  a  ihoit 
time,  very  foon  crawl  upon  the  ground  in  all' 
weathers  quite  naked,  and  th«ir  nurfes  thtmfdvef  • 
are  children  of  five  or  fix  years  old  ^. 

The  nations  of  the  Tivvinu  race,  like  ttioft  of 
the  northern  people,  ate  but  of  a  mkldling  height 
The  charafteriilics  of  their  phyfiognotny  are  as 
follows :  a  flat  fiK:e  with  funk  cheeks,  cbirk-grey 
ejres,  a  thin  beard,  tawny  hair,  and  a  (allow 
eomplexton.  This  deicription  is  particularly  ap- 
pficable  to  the  Laplanders ;  among  the  Finns  the 
figure  is  fbmewhat  ameKorated  by  better  living 
and  culture,  yet  the  caft  c^  the  vi&ge  is  the  fame. 
The  Tfcheremiffes  and  the  Tfchuvafiies,  in  their 
bodily  conformation  have  more  of  the  tartarian ; 
while  ibt  Mordvines  approach  nearer  to  the 
Ruffians,  and  the  Voguies  to  the  Kalmuks.  The 
laft,  as  well  as  the  Oiliaks,  betray  their  mungrel 
origin  by  their  dark  hair,  as  the  auburn  colour 
df  it  is  ehara^riftie  of  all  the  genuine  finnilh 
aations 

The  healthy  flate  of  the  finnifli  people  proceeds 
from  their  climate  and  manner  of  life.  They  are^ 
all  of  a  ftrong  mak^  and  know  little  of  bodily 

*  HapePs  topogmphical  accooftts  of  Livonia  and  Eftlioni«j 
tom.ii.  p.  I2X— 194, 
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ailments ;  but  their  exceffive  propenfity  to  inflam-' 
matoiy  liqiioi^  undeFmines  their  phyfical  vigour* 
—  With  the  Laplanders  the  mortality,  among  the 
children,  from  the  want  of  nurfing  and  care,   is 
very  great ;  and  few  aged  people  are  feen  among 
them.     Their  moft  common  difeafes  are  itch,  pul- 
monary  diforders,  putrid   fevers,  broken  bones, 
(^which  frequently  happen  tyy  their  climbing  the 
enormous  mountains  of  fnow  and  ice,)  and  dif- 
tempers  of  the  eyes,  a  confequence  of  the  dazzling 
light  from  the  fnow,  together  with  the  fmoke  of 
their  huts.    Befides  a  number  of  fuperftitiou?  rites 
and  facrifices  adopted  againft  thefe  maladies,   in 
inward  complaints  they  principally  have  recourfe 
to  the  warm  blood  of  a  frefli-killed  rein-deer,  and 
in  outward  ailments  to  the  cautery  of  burning 
fungus.     No  Laplander  will  venture  to  marry  till 
he  have  firft  killed  a  rein-deer  with  his  ovm  hand. 
Sterility  among  the  women  is  difgraceful,  but  rare ; 
they  bring  their  children  into  the  world  with  gieat 
facility,  and  always  on  that  occafion  enjoy  the 
affiftance  of  their  hufbands.  — The  Finns  are  uni- 
verfelly  great  eaters,  and,  in  fpite  of  their  ftrong 
paffion  for  brandy,  not  unfrequently  attain  to  a 
very  advanced  age.     The  difeafes  common  among* 
them  are  dropfy,  fcurvy,  the  falling  ficknefs,  and 
above  all  hypochondria.  —  The  other  finnifh  na- 
tions know  little  or  nothing  of  thefe  maladies ;  it 
is  however  very  remarkable,  that  the  fmall-pox 

were 
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were  known  among  the  Oftiaks  pfevidli%  to  the 
arrival  of  the  Ruffians  *;  * 

The  TARTAR  fteiti  divides  into  fo  hiiiny  branches, 
and  the  mode  of  living  and  government  of  them^ 
even  within  the  ruffian  empire,  are  fo  various  and 
diftitidl,  that  a  general  delineation  of  them  would 
be  next  to  impoffible.  Several  tartarian  tribes, 
by  commixtiire  with  other  nations,  have  oblite- 
rated their  original  impreffion ;  and  by  the  ex- 
change of  their  civil  conftitution,  their  religion, 
and  their  manners,  they  have  alfofo  much  disfigured 
their  phyfical  charafter^  that,  were  it  not  for  hif- 
torical  accounts,  we  fhould  fcarcely  be  able  to 
trace  out  their  origin^  This  may  particularly  be 
affirmed  of  every  branch  of  the  fiberian  Tartars, 
which,  for  the  mod  part,  now  bear  only  the  names 
of  their  patriarchal  relatives,  aild  fince  their  fet- 
tlement  in  that  vaft  defert  region  are  become 
either  true  Ruffians,  or  a  motley  breed  from  all 
the  furrounding  nations.  Of  the  proper  Tartars 
thofe  of  Kazan,  Aftrakhan,  and  the  Krimea  bave 
retained  their  national  peculiarity  even  in  exter- 
nals,* and  therefore  thefe  tire  they  with  whom  we 
are  to  feek  out  the  chara6leriftic  marks  of  their  ' 
bodily  ftrufture. 

The  genuine  unmingled  Tartar  is  of  middling 
ftature  and  lean.  His  head  has  an  oval  form,  the 
complexion  is  frelh  and  lively ;  the  mouth  and 

*  Defcription  of  all  the  nations  of  the  niflian  empire,  art.  _ 
Finns..        '  '*' 

'       '  G  S  eyes 
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ey49  iM«  £iudt|  tke  ktter  inofiif  Uack  aoMl  alvvfy 
expreffive;  the  hair  darkrbrowa,  4ihe  teeth  firm 
9iid  white,  ^e  Tartars  are  in  gpenecai  a  very 
iprell-made  peofde,  and  their  difcreet  and  modeft 
behs^viour  inopaits  to  their  iteiuier  m^ke  aft  agrees 
afaie  appearaike  which  is  not  eafy  te  be  defcribed. 
Among  tine  female  fex,  though  there  are  but  fev 
who  can,  fcnGAy  ipeaking,  be  caUed  beauties ;  yet 
the  open  fiiendly  cottutenance,  the  bloomiftg  hue 
of  health,  and  the  hannonious  pcoportjou  of  all 
the  limbs,  give  them  fuch  charms  as  we  do  not 
every  day  meet  with  even  among  euoE>pean  ladies. 
1—  This  complete  and  noble  ihape  is  however  only 
the  inheritance  of  real  Tai^rs,  and  lofi»  itfdf 
piote  or  Ids  in  the  cdlateral  btanches  of  this 
people.  The  Baichkirs,  for  example,  have  much 
flatter  faces,  larger  ears,  ftroiiger  limbs,  and  are 
more  flefliy.  With  the  Kirgiiifes  the  little  tarta- 
rian  eyes  are  ftill  Lefs ;  and  the  Teleutes  and  Ya« 
kutes  bear  in  their  form  traces  not  to  be  mifiakea 
of  their  commixture  with  Mongoles  and  Kal-< 
muks. 

The  Tartars  in  generd  have  a  very  go^d  lafting^ 
con^itution,  and  their  funple  manner  of  life,  their 
temperance,  and  cleanlinefs,  fecune  them  for  the 
moft  part  from  all  maligqant  and  contagious  dii^ 
eafes ;  the  fmall-pox  excepted,  which  feldom  rage 
among  them,  but  when  they  do,  the  havoc  tfaejr 
commit  is  the  greater.  Temperance  and  cleanli-^ 
neis  among  the  Tartars  ajDe  not  merdy  populac 

habits. 


]NM»Vill^«#eailaw'tfftlreirr^gl!Mil<  TRe  Koran- 
cMMiMd»  «h«tn  to  ^fk  feVeraa  times  il  da^,  and' 
j^cttittty  diOive)^  nUte  <^coaduaio  <ilie  feoiale' 
ter  in  ^  ikttatJotfsL  I«  int^sidiatf  tti«  i£e  of  iriiwi 
-tfHit  l|piii<^  aad;  iSfus  &/^efs^  tlie  fti^fiHl  fHoim  affi 
th»t  k^;toia  of  raortu^  Ote  thtf  ft)fio#  oft  mteBBpe-' 
Miocii.  Notf  i2»  felutttr^  andf  ^ieCietic  W  t\m  oDin>^ 
nattdi  i<ii(!lr-  di^ohls  td^ineBee  fpoto  alt  manW 
<^fcM»di;  thd':^uftal6'00u4t^aiiiiiia31y  t«f^baiidred> 

jntMl^ited  to<  «if  cerKkn  ^^ktn,  bM  they  mi^ 
taoMif  aliftsda"frofll  a^  n£(Midfiifetit  (b  loiig.  as)  di9 
iuft  ii^«iflUis  itf  Aehoiiitftliii  '^  though  4iie  Konus 
4low^itf  ^dfygaaiyj  ;^ it  isirairdy  cu^maiy  ^ 
f«flA»4#  dke:  poomi  w  lu&nw  ibrt-to-  tadee  mor» 
ttaa»  ottf-teife;  oiputeat  pet^fod^  have  cominonly 
awj-  and  caetMlttefy  ftiir:  gcc  beyond*  diat  number. 

IlKifiiMfaBrve  advance  fh»la»«1ie  boimd*  of  oun 
€UTOfeaxi.(fxatloa  of  the  gtobs,  the  more  fingolap 
aidldiffisroieaKithefiglumffwe  mcbt  in  which  the 
inexfaaoftihle  &ncy  of  Niiture  liab  fliaped'  the 
BoUoft  of  her  creatweiJ  What,  a  tranfition  froml 
fefier  pure,  hannoniditt  form  of  dieTartiirs  to  the 
fiuitalHcali4Kniil»]^  that  prevoii  in  the  fea-** 
llB'eS'  and  bodfly'  flm&ifini  of  die:  honoouax" 
nations! 
'  'IQie-Kaltmik&are^coinmonly  of  a  middling  da- 
;  they  are-  ffarong  built,  and  rather  mei^e' 
fleOy.  The  face  is  fo  flat,  that  the  fkuU  of 
apKblnmfeoSQ  btf  difiinguifhbdi  fsoau  a  thouiand 
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The  littlfs  narrow  eyes,  with  the  pointed  Comtfr^: 
nmmng  to  the  nofe  and  the  temples,  are  particu- 
larly chara^^riftic.  The.^of^.is  coHfiprfejQTed  ^nd 
finall,  the'  chi^  ihort,  the  lips  thick,  the .  U^ 
grpwing  bea^d.very  foanty,  the.  teeth  \irhite  and 
even.  The  large  ears  ftg^nd  vide  from  the  head:, 
the  complexion  copperrCploured  or  t^wny^  but  the. 
hair  black,  In  confequence  of  riding  fo  much: 
on  horfeback,  and  from  their  ufual  pofture  iu 
fittingi  the  Kalmuks  are  generally  bowrkneed  at 
^n  early  period  erf  life.  Feeling  and.tafte  are  ir\ 
moft  of  th6m  very  obtufe,  the  other  fenfes  gene-, 
yally  acute-  The  female  fex  are  only  diflinguifhed 
fi'om  the  faxoe  form  by  their  fmallnefe  and  a  very, 
delicate  flcin.  -r-  Notwithilanding  the  duration  for 
■^hich  the  bodies  of  the  Kalmuks  feem  to  be  con- 
ftru6led,  malignant  difeafes  ;are  extremely  frequent, 
among  thenL  '.  The  fmall-pox  are  ufuaUy  mprtal ; 
putrid  fevers  and.  the  vqnereal  difeafe  carry  off  a. 
great  part.oflheir  population,  and  tiie  itch  is  a 
peculiai'  maladjiy  which  ihews  itfelf  here  particu-; 
larly  obftinate,  and  is  attended,  by  bad  confe-. 
quences.  School-mailers  are  at  the -fame  time  phyfi-; 
clans  ;  their  principal  remedied .cohfiii  in  rhubarb,: 
drugs,  the  greafe  and  brain  o£  animals,  -moxa  q6 
artemifia,  and  the  like.  ,  t 

The  Buriets .  refemble  the  Kalmuks  in  outward 
form  as  fistr  as  ibme  flight  ^variations.     We  find^t 
for  example,  m6re  lufty  people  among  the. former;? 
their  growth  of  hair    is   not  fo  copio^,    ^ni 

many 
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many  of  their  men  never  get  a  beards  The  coun-^ 
tenance  is  fellow;  the  bodily  ftrtCfturie  has  but 
little  folidity  or  ftrength :  a  Ruffian  of  equal  age 
and  *fize .  always  weighs  more  than  a  Buroet,  and 
will  beat  ifeveral  of  them^  in  boxing.  — ^Notwith- 
fianding  this  feeble  conftitution,  the  Burasts  are/ 
however,  a  very .  heialthy  people,  though  they  fel- 
dom  attain  to  an  advaticed  age.  The  fmall-poii 
was  formerly  very  deftrudive  to  them ;  but  fince 

_  •       ,  •  •  • 

an  moculation-hofpital .  h^s  been  inftituted  at 
Irkdtflc,  the  mortality  oWjafioned  by  it  ieems-to 
r  be  greatly  dhniniihed.  The  Buraetis  now  bring 
thither  not  only  their  children  in  multitudes,  but 
they  veryifrequently  itioculate  themfelves.  The  itch, 
which  is  very  uiual  among  them,  is  a  co^iequence 
of  their  manner  of  living,  fcod,  and  clothing.  In 
chronical  difeafes  they  )ife  ihe  warm^baihs  on  the 
eaft-^fide  of'  the  lake  Baikal.  Their  phylicians  are 
the  Schapianes,  who  pretend  to  hieal  timn  more 
by.ikciifices,,  incantations,  and  fpellsitliun  by  na* 
tural  means.' — The  Moiigoles  in  their' phyfical 
£onftru£Hon  approach  more  to  the  Kalmuks  than 
to  the  Buraets. 

* 

Of  all  the  fiberian  nations  the  Tung  uses  are 
mod  diftinguUhed  by-  their  greater  fymmetry  of 
form,  lliey  aie  tifually  of  the  middling  fize,  well 
grown, '  and  flendcr  ci  the  face  is  lefs  flat  than  with 
tho  Kaloiidcs ;  the  eyes  are'  little  but  lively,  and 
the  vaO^  ^  liken^ife '  fm^ll  but  well-fliaped :  the 
beard  is  fcldom  bulhy,  and  their  hair  is  black, 
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ftmald  fey  «rs  ivellrih9pe4  an^  «r  an  agrecaU^. 
ipw-  -?^.^  4^«(ei  thfy  knwf  hut  littk;  fitn 
f/sdy  (peaking  ^er?  ^TS  »i«Qng  them  ime  ct  aa 
I^evfrtheleft  t\(pf  ^dem,  live,  to  )»r  ^  iriuch  m 
9^g  pa^rtly.  t9  t^  climali^  ^rtljr  to  tl^w  teih 
fome  asUjd  p^fUovft  maiiQer  <^  1^.  Th$  fpalk^pcm 
occaliQpfilly  9PP^4^  ^mwg  then^  and  tlun  0Qini» 
nits  greftt  f^vsig «%  Th«ir  idolalap^ufi  priete  aic 
^  th«^  ^m?  tinw  tl^iT  ^li^ciana. 

Afli  VQ  approacl^  fkfSfef  tp  the  nortib  pole  bsli 
the  ftnioMl  a^  vfg«(i^)iie  joroduAioBfi  of  ii^tuiii 
\!^coifi^  mpre^  and  «»«f«  ^uted.  The  oodmai^ 
Mature  «f  the  Sahqte;»b»  tM^m  eiioeedf  lour  w 
]pv^  feet»  aa4  their  whole  eiitedor  ooriie^Bdft  vitb 
their  dw^rfi^i  fia^  Th^  are  cMfnumly.  ftpiat 
Vuilt»  and  h»w  iborb  kga.;  Uie  head  ia  tthiok  and 
fino^,  the  nofe  flat,  the  l&wef  part  of  thA  ^bgt 
prratiinent,  the  noouth  aad  ean  an^hi^c^  die  hfla 
thin  \  and  the  ^hole  animated  hrj?  m  pair  «xfi  Mtt^ 
Uaok,  longrflit  eyes.  Ta  fo.  many  faeairtiet  ave 
&pendded  a  tairny  ildii  £binuQ^  ^fMi  giiea^  attd 
black  briftiy  hair,  which,  though  Ipaiiiigl^^  iiMb 
«eie(i  ia  cwxttoUAyj  pfaiit^ked  nqp.  The  female^  Tec 
are  rather  mooe  fleodw^  ll^ut  withal  k^  and  on 
the^  whoie  qsite  aa  hideous^  thw  na^i^  coout 
on  veiy  eai:ly,.  but  &^  fti  ?weh  th^  ear^  for 
Vrotp^ga^i^v^*^  MoA  (tf  thie  gida  a^e  mfilhcni  9 
their  eleventh,  or  twi^tfth  war ;  Wt  theii 


aife  »rely  prolific,  and  before  the  thirtieth  year 
they  have  already  done  bearing* 

The  feme  bodily  ftruftuTeand  liier  feme.  feat\jr^ 
of  fecei  fubjed  to  many  variaticms  ftom  hideous 
to  more  hideous  are  appKcabte  Hkewife  %o  tb^ 
eaft-fiberian  tribes.      1^   Kahtsradales  ara 
equally  dwarfiih,    only  more  broad-ihouldeistf ; 
thick  head,  long  flit  fece,  little  eyes,  thin,  Kpa, 
itraggling  hair,  are  here  likewife  the  chief  tine^ 
ments  of  the  hmnan  fbna     The  kamtiliadala 
vomen,  on  ilie  other  hanc^  ibnn  (bme  exception 
to  this  ddSneation  j  they  are  praifed^  at  Igafl^  fbi; 
^  fine  white  Ikin,  very  Uttle  handi  and  feet,  and 
withal  a  better  proportion  of  limbs. — Xhe  Kaipti 
ihad^es  are  fiAjeei  to  few  illneffe^,  but  cripfl^ 
are  very  frequent  ampng  them^.  occafion^d  by- 
their  dangerous  |ournies  and  occupations.     The. 
meft  cnrjpent  diforders  are  the  fcurvy  and  the  ve- 
nereal'dtffeafe  ;  th^  letter  was  known,  amopg  tb^nt 
before  the  arrival  of  the  Ruffians.     The  dazzling 
ffQl^Vm  <rf  Ae  fiftow,   which  liere  ttest  on  the 
groiiad  4«H4fig  th€  greater  part  of  the  year,  is  the 
caufe  of-  fircqnent  inflammation  of  the  eyes.    The 
finall-poK  is  fo  malignant  among  this  people,  from 
their  living  chiefly  on  fifli  and  other  aliment  that 
eafily  turn  to  putrefaAion,  that,  like  the  plague, 
it  u(ually  carries  off  a  whole  generation  when^  once 
it  b^ns  to  be  rife.     Inoculation,  however,  haa 
IjSes  Jppg  in  praftice  among  them ;  every  Kamt- 

fliadale  performs  this  operation  on  bimfelf,   by 

meana 
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means  of  9.  fi^-bone  dipped  in  the  variolous  pus. . 
—  Both  men  and  women  are  alike  of  9.  warm  tem- 
peranjent ;  the  acrid  juices  engendered  in  thefe 
ichthyophagi  by  food,  climate,  and  mode  of  life,  ^ 
givf  them  an  incredible  propenfity  to  vojuptuout* 
nefs.     The  women  bear,eafily  and  are  very  fruit- , 

fill.'  V  ;.  .    . 

'  The  form  of  the  Tschuktsches  and  Koryje-. 
KEs  differs  fo  much  from  that  of  the  Kamtflaa-v 
dales,  that  th^fe  people  muft  neceflarily  be  of  a. 
different  origin.  The  former  are  principally  dif- . 
tinguifhed  by  afmall  Head  and  a  round  meagre, 
face. — The  Kurils  incljnp  towards  the  Japan-, 
riefe,  and  are  much  better  fhaped ;  a  great  part  of. 
thefe  iflanders  have  fi^ch  a  quantity  of  hair  over ; 
their  wKole  body,  that  they  are  often  for  that  rea- . 
fon  called  the  hairy  Kurils,  Qn  the  contrary, 
with  the  Aleittans,  even  the  beard  is  very  fcanty, , 
and  the  (kin  Completely  white ;  apd  theiy  figure 
on  the  whole  is  rather  agreeable  *, 

*  DefcriptiQii  of  all  the  nations  that  cotnpofe  the  raffiaii' 
empire.  — Travels  of  the  academicians^  paffim.  —  Storch's  hiW 
torifch-fbitiftifches  gemslde  des  roffifchen  reichs^  5^c.  tp^.  z^      ^ 
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Th£  notaon  commonly  prevalent,  that  formerly 
no  more  than  two  claffes  of  people  were  known  in: 
Ruffia,  the  nobles  and  their  vaflals,  is  ill-founded.' 
There  has  always  betn  a  fort  of  .middle  clafs,  and. 
in  prQcels  of  time .  this  was  fpUt  as.  it  were  into 
feveral  others.  From  the  remoteft  •  periods  there 
have  always  been  cities ;  for  example,  Novgorod 
and  Pfcove,  which  fo^;  a  long  feries  of  time  weie  ^ 
fven  confidered  as.  i:q)ul;)lics :  tben  Kie^  Vl?^ir 
mir,  together  with  others.;  andttfterwards..Mofco; 
Befides,  when- the  peafantry  firft  fell  into  vaflfelage/ 
there  were  claffes  that  belonged  neither  to  them 
nor  to  the  nobility ;  for,  not  to  mention  the.clergyj 

who 
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who  have  ever  eiy^yedLa.  great  coafiderationy  there 
were  the  writers,  tiie  odtUMfvorfzi  \  the  koz^ks, 
and  feveral  others. 

In  inoft  of  the  fiatai  of  Europe  the  fubjeds  are 
ufually  divided  into  three  claiTes,  The  iame  num- 
ber t$  mentiooed  in  ftuflUi  by*the  htke^iapteb  in 
her  inilru6li6n8  to  the  commiftion  for  making  a 
eode  of  laws:  and  this  with  the  greateft  pro- 
priety ;  as  ihe  had  l^j^<Tafi>n  chiefly  in  view,  and 
exprefily  included  the  collateral  ranks.  She  Q)eaks 
therefore  only  of  the  nobility ;  of  the  middle  clafe, 
in  which  the  clergy  is  veokaue^;  tnd  of  the  lower 

*  The  word  odoodvortzi  it  compoanded  of  cd/t$»  one,  and 
dv^^A  ]t»ft^  and  tKtufdt^^  SgoSBt^-amkon  #f  onv  liabnacion 
only ;  they  are  a  cerqnir  jec  of  rnfliin  peafimts  who  were  ori- 
ginally nobles,  but  being  reduced  to  poverty  by  variotu  cir- 
cuinfbinces,  were  obliged  to  till  with  their  own  hands  what 
IMo  gmmi  tUtfy  UutnaamiBiiig^  £br  a:nmiotemnicki  Inprtt- 
cefs.  of  tioe^  peopLr  q£  difitrent  denominauona,.  (ncL  chiefly 
M  filled  inferior,  officea  under  goiwnunent,  came  and  lettled 
^mong  them ;  and  in  the  reign  of  tzar  Peter  tHe  great,  when 
every  nobleman  war  oBKged  to-enlift  himiUf  in*  thr  military^ 
IbrasaUoCtitem,  ei<eni  chafe  vofconflderafab  propert^vchoTe  this 
«Bin3i»oii  of  lift,  |^e£Bmag  miher  lo  pay  taxo».  to'  fOvteniBieitt 
.tiQn|;.witlr  ehefo  peafants,,  than  go  into  the^  fervice.  Theft 
jjMaunis  haye  their  own  landed  property,,  which  they  caadif- 
ppk  of  only  to  tKofe  of  their  own  condition.  They  pay  ail 
IMeti]np«i(ed  8f  govemmenif  have  ftoe  liberty' to  traffic;  to 
macfcUk  aiifB  omUi  ait,,  an  hamliu«fe>.aiid«  tor  employ  theaf> 
ftinw 'mtffefy*  ptrfak HgfeeaU^. co.tbeiit owndiipofitions  and 
(be  laws  of  the  9ountry ':  bat  they  cannot  change  their  condi« 
lion,  nor  remove  from  one  dift'riSE  and  fettle  in  another,  without 
Jtoving  CHtobamed'pminfiQxi'frMirtho  govermneiic; 

clais. 
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dafi.  We  may  tfaeii  Yithmit  fiauple  adherer  tm 
this  divifion ;  for,  by  adopting  any  other  i^  ifaait 
either  run  into  fanciful  conjefhires^  or  be  obliged 
to  make  arbitrary  diilin&ioos  without  iignii^cation, 
and  almoft  without  end* 

One  author  divides  the  ruffian  fabje6):s  into  five 
feveval  ranks  or  clafifes  * ;  and  for  fucb  a  divifion 
arguments  may  be  brought:  only  he  ihould 
not  have  fet  the  free  peafants  in  the  fame  cla& 
with  the  vaffal-boors^  it  being  well  known  that 
they  are  very  different  in  regard  to  their  rights. 
Neither  is  it  apparent  why  he  aiiigna  a  particular 
clafs  to  the  foreign,  fettlers,  fince  they  belong 
either  as  burghers  and  manufaduiers  to  the  mid* 
die,  OF  as  hnibandmen  to  the  lower  clafi.  I  am 
therefore  obliged  to  depart  a  little  from  the  divi-. 
fion  which  he  h^  adopted  as  well  asr  froiu  that  of 
feveial  others,. 

Not  to  loie  our  time  then  in  idle  divifions  by 
tribcSy  it  will  I  think  be  better  to  keep  principally 
in  view  thofe  Jthree  leading  clafTes  before-men- 
tioned^ which  feem  to  admit  of  a  farther  divifiop 
in  r^gaid  to  rights  and  conflitution^)  M'hether. 
founded  cm  laws  and  privileges  or  on  antient  cuf* 
torn  and  prefcriptive  ufage«  Accordingly  we  may 
divide  the  fubjeft  into  the  following  five  general 

ft 

« 

*  Pfiigdld*9  dtflertation  de  diTorfis  isifeiii  Rofiki  otdini^s ' 
eotttmqoe  jnribm,  &€.  Halse  1786.  —-Mr.  Coioe  enumenites  only 
fettrdaffeti  and  tkis  dlvifiM  toe  nuiy  Ufomc  refpedtbe  de- 
fended. 

claflev 
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dtoffes  *,*  by  which  however  it  will  not  h6  neai^ljr 
exhauiled.  • 


SECTION  I. 
Nobilitif. 

In  Ruflia  at  prefcnt  there  is  properly  but  one  kind 
of  nobility.  It  is  the  praftice  in  fome  other  coun- 
tries, as  it  was  formerly  in  this,  to  make  a  diftinc* 
tion  between  the  higher  and  lower  orders  of  nobi- 
lity, but  this  diftinftion  is  now  entirely  unknown f; 
though  concerning  the  peculiar  chara6leriftics  of 
each  of  thefe  two  divifions  authors  are  not  agreed  J. 

It 

•  Whoever  choofes  may  admit  more,  by  redacing,  for  in* 
fiance,  the  khans  of  the  uncivilized  nations,  the  german  colo<* 
niib,  &c.  into  diflindl  clafles.  and  then  we  (hall  have  upwards 
of  twenty  of  them. 

f  Mr.  Coxe  mentions  the  higher  and  lower  nobility,  but  from 
vhat  authorities  it  does  not  appear. 

%  As  the  inquiry  concerning  what  perfons  or  families  conl^ 
pofed'the  high  nobility  does  not  properly  fall  in  with  the  fub- 
jed  now  in  hand,  I  fhall  only  fay  a  few  words  on  it.  Some 
appear  to  make  it  coniift  of  p;'inces  fprung  from  the  reigning 
grand-princely  houfes.  Others  fpeak  principally  of  the  antient 
boyars :  but  thence  immediately  arifes  the  queftion,  what  they 
were,  whence  deice;ided,  and  how  they  maintained  their  dig- 
nity; and  then,  whether  this  dignity  was  conferred  by  the 
fovereign,  whether  it  attached  to  birth,  or  whether  it  grew  out 
of  the  confequence  they  brought  into  the  country  with  tjiem« 

If 
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It  would  likewife  be  very  difficult  to  afcertain  pre- 
cifely  what  privileges  were  arrogated  by  the  higher 
nobility  of  Rufiia  in  preference  to  the  lower  *.     If 

we 


If  we  confider  them  as  the  privy  dounfellors  of  the  fovereign, 
then  their  precedence  arifes  merely  from  their  office,  or  they 
mull  have  already  been  fo  by  birth.  But  it  has  been  likewife 
affirmed,  that  the  boyars,  and  in  general  the  moft  cpnfiderable 
of  the  old  ruffian  nobility,  came  from  abroad,  were  f^ung  from 
foreign  anceftors,  and  brought,  their  nobility  into  the  empire 
with  them.  This  is  a  matter  that  mufl  be  left  to  the  curious 
refearches  of  hiHorians  and  antiquaries. —- But  even  a^iong 
what  are  called  the  inferior  nobility,  a  diflindlion  appeared  fo 
early  as  that  period :  for  noblemen  that  were  elevated  to  that 
honour  by  the  tzar  had  precedence  over  thofe  whom  the  pa- 
triarch, or  an  archbifhop,  or  a  boyar  had  raifed  to  a  fort  of 
noUefie.  Perhaps  there  was  a  difference  among  the  boyars ;  a^ 
leaft  many  of  them  were  merely  eledled  to  that  honour. 

*  M.  Purgold  is  of  opinion  that  the  Ruffians  had  originally  a 
high  and  inferior  nobility,  with  the  fame  rights  as  in  the  reft  of 
Europe.  This  I  (half  not  venture  to  affirm.  It  is  true,  the 
boyars  made  free-men,  by  diftribating  portions  of  land  among 
their  vaflals,  and  thus  raifed  them  to  a  fort  of  nobleffe :  but  I 
know  not  whether  this  was  done  by  right,  or  by  an  arrogated 
claim,  with  the  tacit  approbation  of  the  fovereign.  —  On  on'e 
hand  the  old  families  carried  their  pretended  rights  much  farther 
than  the  high  nobility  in  Germany,  efpecially  in  regard  to  the 
jnilitary  fervice ;  as  a  nobleman,  whofe  forefathers  had  acquired 
high  degrees  of  honour,  would  not  ferve  under  fach  as  had  noc 
fo  long  a  pedigree  to  fhew :  whereas  the*  german  princes,  of 
antient  princely  families,  fought  without  fcruple  under  a  gene- 
ral of  the  inferior,  or  even  of  quite  new  nobility.  On  account 
of  the  great  coiifu£ons  ibis  occafioned  in  the  fervice,  the  tzar 
I  Feodor 
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vre  fiiki  them  in  pofleflion  of  nb  hcmUidrj  bkht> 
rent  ami  effential  prerogative^  ti£  none  -but  what 
they  acquired  from  the  offire  of  boyarsi  or  that 
they  confifted  merely  in  pretentions ;  in  that  cafe 
the  antient  diftin&ion  between  the  higher  and 
lower  nobility  will  appear  to  be  very  infignificant 
or  altogether  doubtful 

The  ruffian  nobility,  efpecially  in  Great  RuiBa, 
have  always  enjoyed  certain  peculiar  rights  and 
privileges ;  but  they  were  for  the  moft  part  only 
derived  from  long  uiage,  not  faa6iioned  by  any 
vritten  law  or  even  compafii;  ♦  lliele  privileges 
are:  l.  that  they  can  exclufively  poffefi. landed 
eflates ;  of  which  we  fliall  fpeak  more  particularly 
hereafter,  S.  They  can  not  only  alienate  or  fell 
their  eftates,  but  they  can  ufe  them  at  pleafure 
wherever  the  monopolies  of  the  crown  form  no 
limitations.  Thus,  a  nobleman  can  fet  up  a  dillil- 
lery ;  tut  only  for  his  own  ufes,  or  for  fale  to  the 
crown^  and  not  for  the  public  houfes  f .     3.  If  a 

nobleman 


Feodor  Alcj^ycvitch  caafed  the  ft^ppessiye  knigi,  (the  books 
ef  pedigreesy)  whence  the  nobility  drew  their  iingular  preten- 
fiont,  to  be  deibroyed.  -^  On  the  other  hand,  the  f niCan  high 
nobility  had  fewer  prerogatives  than  the  german»  eipedally  in 
tegard  to  territorial  jarifdidion  and  authority. 

*  I  iky  for  the  moft  part»  becaiiCe  fuch  a  pririlege  has  really 
a  written  law  in  its'ftronr  in  the  Ulolhenie* . 

t  In  this  matter  fome  provinces  have  greater  privileges  tlto 
others^  bebg^  allowed  to  difiil  not  onty  for  ptivato  Jaftg  bnt  aUb 

for 
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tiobleman  be  found  guilty  of  any  high  crime,  he 
may  be  fentenced  to  the  foifeiture  of  his  eftate, 
his  life,  kndhis  honour,  confequently his  nobility} 
but  he  can  never  bfe  made  a  vaffal  4.  They  caii 
arbitrarily  itnpofe  taxes  and  fflKices  On  their  vaf- 
fals,  atid  may  inflift  on  them  corporal  punifliment, 
fhoit  of  putting  them  to  death  ;  a  written  law  in 
the  Ulollienie  (the  old  law  of  the  land)  protefts 
them  in  this  matter  *    whereby  the  Vaflkl  is  for- 


for  the  public  houfes^  without  being  fubjeft  to  any  tax  upon  it* 
Of  this  fort  are  the  Don  kozaks,  the  land-owners  in  Little 
Kaffia»  the  proprietors  of  edates  in  Livonia  and  Eilhonia,  &c. 
—  On  the  other  hand,  the  rnflian  nobility,  and  generally  in 
other  provinces  every  proprietor  of  land>  has  the  high  and  low 
chace  on  his  own  grounds,  as  well  as  the  right  to  fet  sp  millt 
at  pleafure,  without  paying  any  tribute  for  itw 

*  It  might  almoft  be  affirmed,  that  in  this  the  aobility  have 
a  greater  authority  than  the  crown  ever  exercifed-  over  any  ond 
of  its  fubjedts.    With  what  lenity  docs  that  proceed  in  pardon^- 
ing  and  panlfhiiig  t  with  what  accuracy  and  caution  is  the  cafe 
iDvefligated !  '—  which  it  mull  be  confefled  but  feldom  happens 
in  the  ordinary  domeflic  correction,  where  paffion  frequently 
interferes.     £ven  on  the  occafional  introdu^ion  of  new  impofts, 
the  crown  has  always  (hewn  great  indulgence ;  and  when,  foir 
example,  a  greater  obrok  is  impofed  an  its  own  people,  it  is 
declared  to  be  done  only  in  order  to  leflen  the  jealottfy  between 
the  boors  belonging  to  the  crown  and  thofe  of  the  nobility. 
However,  the  ruffian  nobles  are  not  apt  to  abufe  the  authority 
they  have  over  the  boors,  but,  for  feveral  reafons,  moftly  behave 
with  humanity  towards  them^    Lordjs  that  exceed  all  bounds  in 
fcverity  of  treatment  have,  in  order  to  refcne  the  boors,  been 
declared  impotent  of  mind,  which  made  it  neceflary  to  put  them 
under  guardianfhip. 

vDl.il  h  bidden 
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bidden  istnder  penalty  to  bear  witnefe  qi  bring  any 
complaint  agSiinft  his  lord.  5.  The  nobleman  is 
.  properly  not  refponfible  for  his  vaflals ;  when  the 
crown  has  any  requifition  to  make,  the  officer 
applies  to  the  village*,  if  the  former  do  not  of 
his  own  accord  take  upon  him  the  ddiveiy.  6.  Hi» 
vaflals,  indeed,  bear  the  ordinary  public  f  burdens^ 
namely,  the  foul-tax,  or  capitation  ^  the  fi^qpply 
of  recruits  §,  and  the  furaifliiiig  of  quarters  |[ ;  to 
which  may  be  added,  on  urgent  occafions,  the 
providTng  of  horfes,  though  commonly  for  pay: 
but  to  new  aiwi  unufual  public  fervices  or  exac- 

*  Iq  Livonia  and  Efthonia,  en  the  tontrar/*  the  nobfetnan 
muft  anfwer  and  pay  for  his  boors ;  otherwi(e>  not  his  vilkge^ 
b«€  he'  incors'  an  exeeation.  Conieqnently  they  there  kno^ 
ftocfainif  of  erOwn-a#rears,  fo  cotninofi  in  Roilm,  where  they  art 
fometimes  remitted  by  an  a£l  of  grace. 

ir'  Evtti  fHk  crown-boors  are  liable  to  them  in  Great  Roi&a. 

X  Eter  Ihide  its  f^HI  itftrodia^on  it  has  remained  the  fame, 
without  iftcreal^^or  altieration.  Thiis>  the  crown  cannot  require 
the  noble-boors  to  work  it  ont  at  the  mines,  though  it  can 
compfl  its  own  boor»  to  6xf  fb,  as  e^ery  nobleman  may  his, 
whenever  h^  thtnk^i  fft. 

§  The  boors  muft,  indeed,  giTH  up  their  fons  as  recraits,  or 
fnd  fubilittttes  fi^r  money ;  but  the  rceruidng  fikewife  affefb 
the  property  of  the  nobleman,  who  lofes  fome  of  hh  TaiEiIs  by 
it. 

II  The  bdor  muft  take  thoTe  quartered  upon  him  into  his  cot« 
tage,  which  likewife  the  officer  nruft  pot  up  with.  But  of  late 
many  of  the  crown-vilTages  have  begun  to  eredh  particnlat 
quarters  for  the  officers,  and  fpacious  (tables  for  the  cavalry,  at 
their  own  expcnce,  that  they  may  live  the  more  quietly  in  their 
humble  habitations. 

tioni 
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tions  from  the  crown  without  pay,  fuch  as  mak-  • 
i|\g^  or  repairiiig  roads  and  forts,  or  guarding  and 
cawiu^ag  prifoners,  &c*  *  they  are  not  f  obliged, 
espept,  if  L  am  not  miftafcen,  by  a  law  of  Peter 
the,  grcfat^  on  preffing  emergaicies.  7.  A  noblcmaa 
oinnotbe  compelled  (at  leaft  it  has  never  hap- 
ppied)  to  build  a  barrack  or  a  magazine  for  the. 
crown,  or  to  raife  recruits  againft  his  will  J.  8.  His 
pafon  and  his  landed  property  are  exempt  j)x>m 

*  For  (och  matters  the  crown  hires  the  neceflary  people.^ 

It  has  at  times  procured  volontary  boors  for  a  (hdrt  time,  and 

(et  ititm  as'  guards  over  prifoners,  with  fuch  arms  as  are  uted 

by  die  ko^ks.     Some  provinces,  for  example  Livonia  and 

BAoniil,  fordk  an  exception;  f6t  tl^ere  tha  noble-bOior  muil 

t^ifiecare  of  the  repairs  of  the  highways  gratis,  put  up  poib. 

and  rail&  where  neceflkry,  and  fomeftimes  conduft  prifoners, 

I        «c. 

i  f  Whether,  however,  they  may  not  be  compelled  to  It,  I 

cannot  ventnre  to  decide* 

'  t  When  the  cit)wn  wants  any  thing,  voluntary  contraA^  are 

nude  for  it  -,  and  the  nece/Iary  flbre-houfes  moft  be  built  at  its* 
expmce.  —  It  is,  however,  quite  otherwife  in  fome  parts  of 
livonia  and  Rfthonia ;  for  there  the  nobleman  mufl  build  and 
maintaia  particular  quarter-houfes  or  barracks^  or  find  a  proper 
lodging  in  his  own  yard  for  the  officers  fent  him :  he  muft  alfb 
provide  magazines,  keep  receivers  and  deliverers  there;  and  ber- 
anfwerable  for  all  damages ;  muft  fupply  the  poft-ilations  with 
iMildings  and  forage ;  muf!  give  np  certain  produ^  at  a  Very 
riMdeme  price  whenever  the  crown  requires  it.  Sic.  On.  thd 
other  hand,  both  diefe  dukedoms  are  exemi^r  from  the  levy  of" 
r€cpAxu 
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taxation*.  — The  privileges  of  the  nobility  hav^ 
of  late,  by  a  ttianifcfto  of  the  year  1785,  been  con- 
firmed and  enlarged.  They  can  now  have  their 
own  marflials;  hold  aflemblies,  which  cannot  be 
molefted  by  any  arreft ;  they  may  fet  up  manu- 
faftories  and  open  mines  on  theii*  omti  ground, 
without  paying  any  tribute  to  the  crown  for 
them. 

'  The  nobiiify,  likewife,  were  always  bound  to- 
certain  duties.  One  of  the  mod  important  wa* 
to  ferve  the  government  with  inviolable  fidelity, . 
which  is  implied  in  the  very  origin  of  nobility. 
In  Ruffia  this  had,  for  a  long  time,  the  appear- 
ance of  coercioii.  At  firft,  as  in  the  old  germanic 
feudal  fyftem,  every  nobleman  was  obliged  to 
appear  in  the  field  with  his  fubjecls  at  his  own 
expenca  This  cuftpm  ceafed.on  the  eftablifhment 
of  a  Handing  army,  and  to  the  liipport  of  whiclx 
the  capitation-tax  was  -  impofed  on  the  boor :  ne- 
verthelefs,  the  nobleman  is  bound,  as  heretofore, 
to  ferve  the  empire  in  his  own  perfon ;  nor  can 
he,  without  exprefs  pcnniflion,  enter  into  any 
foreign  fervice.  But  the  emperor  Peter  I.  was 
defirous  that  his  nobility  iliould  travel,  improve 

*  He  can  ofe  his  lands,  foreils,  &c.  as  he  pleafes>  for  which 
he  pays  no  public  impofl.  Only  when  he  {ells  his  eflate,  to 
which  aifo  the  vaflals  are  reckoned,  either  he  or  the  purchafer 
mail  pay  a  certain  percentage  upon  it.  This,  as  well  as  the 
Beforementioned  levy  of  recruits,  may  be  confidered  as  a  fort 
oftaxa^on. 

their 
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•their  tnanners,  and  accept  of.  forQign  *fervice^ 
Peter  III.  declared,  in  a  manifefto  of  the  18th  of 
February  1762,  that  they  were  at  liberty  to  enter 
into  the  fervice  of  any  -country  they  thofe,  ot  to 
live  on  their  eftates^^- without  ferving  at  all  f.  The 
late  emprefs  wifhed  to  encourage  thofe  few  who 
prefer  honour  to  their  private  convenience,  to 
manifeft  their  proper  obje6l  by  entering  into  mili- 
tary or  civil  employment^  —  From  her  they  have 
now  received  a  written  prerogative  in  tlie  above- 
mentioned  manifefto  of  1785.  In  virtue  of  which 
the  nobles  of  every  government  are  inrolled  in 
the  book  of  nobility  in  fix  claiffes  or  divifions ; 
neverthelefs,  all  the  fix  form  but  one  fingle  corps ; 
fo  that  the  lift  belonging  to  each  government  is  a 
fupplement  to  the  genealogical  book  of  the  col- 
le6):ive  nobility  of  the  whole  empire ;  wherein  no 

* 

*  At  leaft  he  recommended  it  to  them  in  very  exprefs  terms* 
en  occafion  of  the  fplendid  and  elegant  appearance  of  count 
Beftttchef-Riamin,  afterwards  chancellor^  at  the  court  of  St. 
Peterfborg,  on  his  arriving  from  a  foreign  embafly. 

f  It  has  been  imagined  by  fome  that  the  nobles  wer^  not 
firee  till  then ;  and  that  they  were  befgre  no  better  than  a  par- 
cel of  flaves  or  vailals.  — ^  Indeed  even  the  greateft  boyar»  in  his 
letters  and  ilatei^ents  to  the  monarch,  always  fubfcribed  himfelf 
his  (lave ;  -4>ut  this  was  the  flyle  of  the  times,^nd  ftgnified  no- 
thing more  than  what  **  your  mod  devoted  humble  fervant"  does 
at  prefent.  •«-  As  fnbjefb  in  other  countries  are  bound  to  the  ier* 
vice  of  their  country ;  and,  even  in  our  own,  on  the  i£uing  of 
a  proclamation,  every  man  muil  hurry  home,  fo  it  was  with  the 
ruffian  nobility*  though  fomewhat  more  general  and  compul* 
iSwy. 

H  3  regard 
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l^garcl  is  ^d  to  birth,  origin,  rank,  nlfgtoii;  (»r 
language. 

The  fix  daffes  or  drrifions  ai^  aeeof cling  to  th^ 
order  preferibed  in  the  ni»mfe(ld:  1.  The  i^eal 
nobility,  who  <an  fhew  theit  diploma,  Hftns,  Iin4 
fea:!,  or  fuffioient  teftimony  that  they  hafv^  beefe  dT 
the  <5©al  mobility  one  huQdiJed  years.  2.  The  im& 
-taty  nobility,  confining  pf  oflTicers  of  birth  nt* 
noble,  but  by  their  crilitary  fervice,  in  conferfiiit^ 
to  the  ukafe  of  Peter  I.  blearing  <fate  Jto.  16, 
1721,  are  ennobled,  with  their  children  and  pofee* 
rity  *.  They  have  no  need  of  a  diploma :  tl»rir 
commiffion  as  officers  fuj^lies  its  plac^.  3.  The 
eight-clals  nobility,  or  perfons  belonging  to  the 
firft  eight  degrees  of  rank  t :  they  ai;e  efieemod 
equal  to  the  mod  antient  nobility.  4.  Foreigneilg, 
defcendiug  from  families  of  foreign  eouMriefi^ 
5.  The  families  honoured  with  titles,  princes, 
counts,  and  barons.  6.  The  antient  noble  races 
vho  can  prove  the  antiquity  of  their  oobilitv^ 
although  their  qoble  origin  be  covered  with  oUbm^ 
rity. 

*  The  oamettf  fnch  as  have  only  perlbnal  nobility 4oos  Ml 
appear  in  the  book  of  pedigpses. 

'  f  From  the  ^^-officer  apwards ;  alfoiiichas  have  dieiame 
tank  in. the  court  aad  civil  fervice,  e.g.  couvt<ouQfeih»M«  ^tta» 
^Uort  of  ftate,  haw  the  biigadier'a  rank ;  adual  eonilMlore  ^ 
fttitte  have  the  rank  of  a^or-general,  and  are  addtftflcd  by  the 
iyle  of  excellence. 
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In  regard  to^he  military  and  eight-clals  nobi- 
lity, it  fttmld  fkrthei-  be  obfcrved,  that  there  are 
mercantile  people  who  have  received  the  charac- 
ters of  ftafF  and  fupcrior  officers.  In  relation  to 
them  a  ukafe  was  iffued  by  her  majefty,  dated  the 
1  Sth  of  Feb.  1 790,  that  thofe  who,  according  to 
tiie  ukafe  of  Nov.  18,  1766,  have  fuch  charac- 
ters might  be  contraAors  and  fanners  to  the  crown, 
but  were  not  permitted  to  purchafe  eflates,  nor 
be  united  with  the  nobility  who  are  inrollcd  in  the 
tables  of  rank.  But  merchants,  who  have  re^ 
ccived  their  chara^r  according  to  the  regulation 
provided  for  the  military  and  civil  fervices,  may 
not  undertake  any  contrafts  or  fennings,  but  are 
admitted  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which  arQ 
granted  to  deferving  perfons  by  the  ukafe  of 
Peter  I.  and  by  that  of  her  late  majeffy  Catha* 
line  II.  of  April  21,  1785. 

Formerly  the  ruffian  nobrlrty  nonfilled  only  of 
INTtnces^,  and  the  ordinary  nobleire;  and  the 
fovcrcigg  graated  uo  <>tber  than  thefe  two  dimi- 
ties:'but  fmce  the  commencement  of  the  eigh* 
teenth  <:^eQtury  cponts  and  barons  have  beeji  added, 
who  have  received  their  digpiities  either  from  the 
ruffian  monarch  or  the  emperor  of  Germany.  — 
The  nobility  of  the  empire  is  very  nuinerous  f,  and 

is 

•  JLnae&t. 

4-  £fpcdaUy  aliout  Mofco :  the  xnoie  wealthy  iiefide  in  that 
tity  ;  and  11  certain  pride  is  very  obfervable  in  ihem  there, 
wliicb  however  does  not  difplay  itfelf  much  in  their  intercourfo 

n  4  with 
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is  increafing  daily  not  only  by  defcent,  but  alfa 
by  fervic^  n^ul;,  title,  alien  pedigiee,  and  foreign 
diploma  *. 

The  nobility  confifts  at  prefent  of  feveml  clafles 
or  orders,  fuch  as:  1.  Pri.vces,  whofe  number 
is  extrei^ely  large.  Some  are  fprung  from  the 
b!o6d  of  reigning  printes,  aa  the  families  of  DoU 
goruki,  Vazemlkoi,  Cherkafkoi,  Chilkof,  ^c. 
Others  defcend  from  Poles,  as  Golitzin;  and 
others  have  been  raifed  to  the  princely  rank.  Seve^ 
ral  are  of  tartarian  pedigree,  Many  have  been 
created  princes  in  order  to  gain  them  over,  as 
being  the  principal  peifons  in  a  place  befieged ; 
even  myrzas  have  received  this  dignity  on  allowing 
thcmfelves  to  be  baptized. — Without  military 
rank  obtained  by  fen^icC)  they  bear  indeed  the 
title  qf  princes,  but  they  have  no  prcreininence 
attached  to  their  birth,  nor  any  precedence  ovef 
the  other  nobility  tha^  are  in  th^  fervice.  Only 
their  fons  that  have  merit  are  preferred  before 


■•^ 


with  others,  but  arifes  merely  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  their 
own  ifflportancej*  and  is  only  difcernible  in  tlieir  carriage  anj 
deportment. 

*  In  Livonia  mercfiants  and  o^^rs  fometimes  endeavoor  to 
get  a  patent  of  nobility  from  abroad  (as  in  Peterfburg  it  caa 
only  be  obtained  by  fervice)  to  qualify  themfelves  for  purchafing; 
an  eftate,  or  to  exempt  them  from  perfonal  taxes,  or  that  their 
children  who  are  in  the  army  or  navy  may  be  the  iboner  ad- 
vanced.  By  thi$  meax^s  s^  great  deal  of  money  goes  out  of  the 
country. 

others. 
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others.  The-daughter  of  a  prince,  nvithout  injury 
to  her  honour,  marries  a  fimple  nobleman.  ^  No 
ruffian  prince  poffeffes  or  derives  his  name  or  title 
from  a  principality ;  though  many  of  them  are 
owners  of  eftates  far  more  cxtenfive  than  the  ter- 
jitory  of  fome  fovereign  princes  in  Germany. 

The  princes  of  the  german  empire,  as  well  by 
inheritance  as  creation,  form  a  particular  an<l  pre- 
eminent clafe  of  princes :  they  receive  the  title  of 
Jlighnefs,  and  their  children  are  ftyled  princes 
and  princeffes  *. 

Among  the  princes  we  may  not  improperly 
reckon  the  khanS,  &c.  who  govern  the  tribes  of 
the  fteppes,  under  the  ruffian  fovereignty,  though 
they  are  not  ftyled  princes.  So  alfo  the  ataman 
of  the  kozaks  of  the  Don,  for  the  time  being, 
piay  well  be  admitted  under  this  head. 

52.  Counts  are  much  fewer  in  number  than 
princes,  to  whom  they  are  properly  not  inferior 
in  dignity,  rank,  and  authority.  They  have  their 
title  either  from  the  ruffian  fovereign  or  from  the 
german  court,  and  would  not  willingly  exchange 
it  for  that  of  prince.  They  poffirfs  no  tenitori^ 
county,  and  the  german  title,  Graf,  is  adopted 
into  the  ruffian  language. 

3,  Barons,  or  freyherrn,  free-lords ;  the  liber 
Jiomo,  perhaps,  of  the  antient  charters  and  flatutes 

*  The  children  of  common  ruflian  princes^  or  even  of  khans* 
do  not  receive  this  title :  the  former  are  called  princes  and 
princelTes. 

of 
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T)f  England.  Ruffia  has  but  :firw  barons ;  "fear  a 
long  time  the  family  of  Stroganof  wa&  the  onlly 
xme  of  that  empire  that  was  honoured  with  tbiz 
title.  The  late  emprefs  raifed  fevemi  perfow  td 
it ;  among  whom  we  have  ieen  three  of  our  own' 
countrymen,  bavon  Dimfdale  with  bis  Tor  baron 
Naithanael  Dimfdale,  and  baron  Sutheriand  late 
blanker  to  her  majefiy. 

4.  SiMPL£  NOBL£M£;^f,  whofe  mimber  is  ex- 
jcefidingly  great  Among  tlian  are  very  ridi  fami- 
lies, poiTeiTrng  ellates  in  land  of  greater  fur&ce 
ihaa:L  many  a  dukedom ;  but  alfo  numbers  that  are 
poor^  who  have  neither  a  peaiant  nor  a  foot  of 
Jaad  belonging  to  them.  A  general  officer,  ftill 
jaJive^  being  on  a  journey  in .  Siberia,  came  to  a 
yiUage  which  was  almoil  entirely  inhabited  hy 
noblemen ;  who,  having  no  boors,  carried  on  Ijieir 
Ja^ibandry  with  tlieir  own  hand-Jabour,  as  is  the 
coii^mon  prafticc  with  fome  of  the  petty  noblefib 
of  PoJax^. 

j5,  DliCTi-BorAiiSKJE,  or  boyars'-children,  and 
the  i^fjiarchal,  as  alfo  the  epifcopal  nobles ;  of 
ju'liotn  foine  poffefe  real  nobility,  while  otliei-s  are 
j^Dr€gtfter«d  to  the  capitotion.  TJie  anticnt  re-^ 
fpeftable  boyars,  who  poifeiTed  an  extenfive  pro^ 
•|ptt»ty  ih  land,  leregled  a  fort  of  dominion  around 
^Ifm,  m  cof|it!^r]fnity  with  their  leudal  notiona^ 
and  raifed  fome  of  their  vaflals  to  diftiu6liou  over 
the  reft,  under  the  nanie  of  Dieti-boyarikie,  i.  e. 
boyars'-children,    who   were  to  ferve   the  ftatc.  , 

Th<?ir 


Slidr.beSWt)te  "MM  iooa  fetlo-wed  1>y  Ihe  iuperior 
tieigy  -Wko  bad  Urrge  poflTeflfiims ;  el^cidly  the 
^IMttriardh,  lAettfok^  upon  him,  like  the  foverdgn, 
ta  elevate  ptrfkms  under  his  proteAion  to  the  ranl^ 
irf  nribiKty,  and  to  grant  thetta  eftates.    The'tzars 
UAM^afdl  confeired  real  nfObihty  on  fome  of  then 
^dfe)  bad  fliewn  ttiemfdves  wortliy  of  it  by  abilities 
^Eijid  metk.  —  The  go^mors  of  provinces  likewife 
4lraieiiy  appointed  feveral  kozaks  that  were  ila- 
4ioBed  in  tSoWns  t6  the  dignity  of  boyar-childrea 
Mrii^ioU^flfe ;  a$  a  reward  for  their  fervices  either 
ill  the  military  oi-  civil  department :  yet  they 
ttoiiid  not'Confer  on  them  real,  ilobility,  nor  have 
^ksytvet  been  held  iii  equal  con(kleration  with 
tfaat  >s^kh  foQows  it.  —  In  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, ^wlten  the  capitation-tax  and  the  delivery  of 
neruits  vf^e  iritrodHced,  ftich  of  the  boyar-chil- 
4ren,  'and  epifeopal  or  patriarchal  nobleflfe,    as 
had  vaffais,  were  admitted  *into  the  number  of 
real  nobles :  others  remained  ful^e^i  to  perfonil 
fervices ;  or,  if  they  had  entered  into  guilds  and 
coiporation  companies,    they  were  regiftered  t© 
the  cafHtatien. — Their  rank  ^d  their  right  to 
poffefe  eftates  are,  however,  held  by  fome  to  be 
very  problematical 

•  It  being  a  maxim  with  the  ruffian  fovereigns 
not  more  exprefsly  to  favour  the  antient  than  the 
Jiew  nobility,  and  princes  not  more  vifibly  than 
the  other  nobles;  infomuch,*  that  even,  according 
to  the  regulation  for  equipages  publilhed  a  few 

years 


\ 


108  CLASSES    OF    SUBJECTS 

years  ago,  the  nobleman  ^vho  has  n(A  ^6rvi?d,  .muft 
drive  an  inferior  equipage  in  towns, ,  that  is^  wit^ 
only  one  horfe,  to  the  merchant,  who  may  be  drawa 
in  his  coach  with  two  or  four  horfes  at  his  diicr^ 
tion :  it  follows,  that  every  one  muft  drive  to  raii^ 
himfelf  by  good  behaviour  and  fenrices  perfonne4 
to  the  flate,  if  he  will  not  iink  into  Qb|iv|oii,  an4 
live  in  his  village  without  authority  or  confe- 
quence.  For  birth  here  gives  but  little  claim  to 
preference  and  confideration ;  both  are  regulated* 
by  the  degree  of  rank  acquired  by  f^rvice.  j3iith 
nierely  facilitates  the  way  to  honour.  Accordingly 
tliere  is  not-  one  plaqe  of  rank  which,  the  new 
noble  or  the  man  of  not-noble  birth  may  not  filL- 
No  queftion  is  ever  put  concerning-anceftiy;;  and 
the  officer's  wife,  who  may  be  the  daughter  of  a 
l)urgher,  appears  upon  an  equal  footing  with^th^ 
moft  antient  princefs  at  the  imperial  courtj-  where 
they  both  receive  tire  refpecl  attached  to  tliQ  rank 
of  their  hpfband. 

Though  it  fliould  appear  from  the  charter 
granted  by  her  late  majefty  in  1785,  &s  well  as 
from  feveral  antient  laws,  that  the  right  of  pof- 
fefling  landed  eftates  is  granted  only  to  the  no- 
bility ;,  yet  it  Mould  be  wrong  to  conclude  thence, 
that  the  nobleman  only  and  exclufively  may  pof- 
fefs  property  in  land  throughout  the  whole  em- 
pire ;  or  that  by  thofe  ukafes  the  rights  of  other 
ranks  and  clafles  were  abolilhed.  It  is  not  to  be 
denied,  that  on  a  (light  view,  thofe  ukafes  feen^ 

to 
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to  apptopriatc  folely  to  the  nobility  the  right  of 
beitig  land-owners ;   nay,    there  is  an  ukafe  by 
•^hich  merclmrtts,  who,  though  of  the  chara6ler 
of  ftaff  and  upper  officers,  but  have  not  the  en- 
tire noble  pre-eminence,  were  prohibited  the  gur- 
chafe  of  cftates:    confequently,    in  the  prefent 
cafe,  the  nobility  were  not  contrafted  with  the 
vaflals  or  hereditary  boorsy   but  with  the  other 
ranks.     It  is  no  lefs  undeniable,  that  not  only 
private  perfons  and  particular  ranks*,    but  alfo 
^hole  tribes  belonging  in  no  refpeft  to  the  nc^ 
bility,  poffefs  a  real  landed  property,  eftates,  nay 
cixtire  diftrifts  and  provinces :  we  fee  a  proof  of 
this  ia  the  odnodvortzi  and  the  kozaks  of  Little 
Ruflia,   eacfi  of  whom   has   his  little  heritable 
efiate ;  fo  likewife  the  Don  kozaks,  who  are  real 
proprietors    of    the    whole    of    their    e;xtenfive 
country,"  in  which  they  have  their  lands  and  cow- 
yards ;  thur  alfo  the  Tartars,  Bafchkirs,'  and  Vo- 
guleSj'nvho^  fen  or  let  out  large  tradbs  of  land  or 
forefts  of  their  own  hereditary  pofleffions,  to  the 
pnroprietors  of  mines.      Ruffian  merchants  too, 
Alice  the  reign  of  Peter  I.  poffefs  property  in  land 
and  bd6r$:    aUb  in   Livonia  and  Efthonia  real 
landed  cftites 'have  belonged  from  time  imme- 
\boHal  to  particular  towns  and  bodies  corporate ; 
ahd  the  eniprefs  Catharine  IL  latterly  made  a  free- 

*  Monallcries  and  churches  have  fllll  in  Ruflia  many  parcels 
of  land  belonging  tQ  them ;  but  feveral  livoni^n  and  efthonian 
paftoratesare  real  eftates  provided  with  vaflals. 

gift 
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gift  of  tlie  cftate  erf*  Vieratz  iu  peifpetuity  to  the  ^ 
incorporated  burghers  of  the  kreisftadt  Fellin* 
That  even  fimple  boors  may  buy  a  village  witt  all 
the  pieople  belonging  to  it,  will  hereafter  befliewu 
from  ukafes  when  we  come  to  fpeak  of  the  pea-  • 
lantTfy.     On  the  whole  then  it  appears,  that  in^ 
the  expreffion  of  the  ukafes  above-mentioned, 
there  is  a  manifeft  obfcurity  which  may  eafily  lead, 
into  miftakes  *.     In  Livonia  the  laws  feftrifting 
the  poffeffion  of  land  have  given  rife  to  the  prac- 
tice of  procuring  patents  of  nobility  from  Vienna^ 
or  at  leaft  titles  that  confer  the  rank  of  nobles, . 
by  perfons  of  unnoble  birth  when  they  wiih  to 
purcbafe  eftates. 

Tlie  noble  eftates  in  Ruflia  were  Ibnnerly  o£ 
•WO  entirely  different  ipecies:   the  c»e  termed, 
land-eftates,    the   oth^r  hereditary  eftates;    for 
Peter  I.  in  1714  introduced  a  fort  of  mdjorii^^  .orl 
indivifibility,  fo  that  the  pofleffor  of  an  cftaJte. 
could  make  it  over  to  which,  of  Im  children  he 
pleafed     This  diverfxty  was  the;  caufc  of  mwqr' 
difficulties  in  hereditary  fucceffionr     IJ|y  aa  ukafe 
bearing  date  the  17th  of  March  17 ^Ir  th«  em^ 
prefs  Anna  entirely  repealed  it ;   aboliihai.  the 
land-eftates,  and  declared  all  to  be  herflditary  to 
which  a  complete  right  of  property  and  fseediir. 
poCil  were  attached*     From  that  time  thefe  here- . 

*  Thofe  laws  teem  to  relate  principall}^  to.  Great  Ruflla;  a«d 
tKere  only  to  fuclkelbfiet  to  which  vafiaU  belong*  though  wkh , 
fome  limitatiba* 

ditary' 
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ilitary  eftates  have  been  ifiberlted  and  fold  as  fach.' 
Only  in  Livonia  and  Eftlionia  there  were  flill  fie% 
wliefe  k^itimaoy  wa»  liable  to  foine  doubt,  and  on 
9UI  exai^inatian  being  ordered  it  caufed  cruel  a^-' 
prebeaiions  to  their  owners.  But  the  late  empreft 
quieted  their  fears,  to  the  happineis  of  thcfe  twa 
dttkedomsy  by  an  ukafe  of  May  3,  1783,  wheridby 
aU  fiefs  are  aboliihed,  and  thofe  eilatea  are  con- 
verted into  real  hereditary  property  with  Kberty 
of  alienation. 

Of  the  ruilian  eftates  it  is  farther  to  be  re- 
marked: 1.  Tliat  they  are  vulgarly  called  villages^ 
the  value  or  greataeik  of  which  is  eftimated  by 
the  fouls,  i.  e.  the  male  heads  of  peafantiy,  z» 
in  general  eveiy  pro^prietary  reckons  his  riebesi 
according  to  (buls.  When  a  proprietary  wants  tOt 
t>orrow  money  of  the  lombard,  it  will  advance  him? 
forty  rubles  for  every  foul  comprehended  in  the 
mortgage :  the  females  are  Tiever  taken  iMo  the 
accoaat  2.  In  heritages  the  eftate  is  dividec^ 
among  all  the  children  of  both  fexes ;  hence  it  is 
that  at  times  a  village  belongs  to  feveral  lords,, 
each  of  whom  pofleifes  a  certain  number  of  ibuk 
upon  it,  and  if  he  will  he  may  go  and  live  upoft 
it,  condufl  his  own  hufbandry,  or  leave  the  care 
of  it  to  his  boors ;  becaufe  all  the  ground  and  foil 
are  his  property.  On  failure  of  a  dire6l  heir^ 
ibmetimes  a  family  privilege  comes  in  force ;  i^ 
fi>r  iafiance,  the  mother  die,  ihe  leaves  the  eftate 
brought  by  her  to  her  children;  but,  on  their 

1  dying 
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dying  without  heirs,  it  falls  not  to  the  father,  but 
back  to  the  maternal  family. 

Concerning  the  antient  boyars,  and  their  proper 
origin,  nothing  fatisfaftory  has  hitherto  been 
publifl^ed.  During  the  tartarian  amd  mongolian 
fovereignty  no  trace  of  them  is  found*;  even 
during  the  reign  of  tzar  Ivan  Vaflillievitch  I.  no 
fuch  title  appears,  though  it  feems  to  have  arifen 
at  that  time  or  fhortly  after.  For,  under  the  tzar 
Ivan  Vaflillievitch  11.  the  boyars  had  already  en* 
deavoured  to  colleft  a  confiderable  force  about 
tliem ;  but  were  much  over-awed  by  that  monarch. 
In  the  fucceeding  period,  however,  when  the  pa- 
triarch, and,  under  his  proteftion,  the  fuperior 
clergy,  raifed  great  pretenfions,  which,  in  the 
confufions  that  foon  after  fprang  up,  and  from 
the  indulgence  or  (lothfiilnefs  of  fome  tzars,  were 

•  In  a  germ  an  compilation  the  boyars  arc  memioned  ander 
die  mongolian  fupremacy,  and  even  earlier :  but^  as  the  author 
does  not  quote  the  aathorhies  whence  he  has  his  accoentsr;  no- 
ting can  be  decided  from  what  he  advances  in  favour  of  the 
antiquity  of  the  boyars.  It  is  likely  he  may  have  confounded 
expreffions:  for  boyar  often  indicates  the  nobility  in  general  r 
and  we  fometimes  hear  the  nobility  in  Moldavia  and  Valakhia 
called  by  the  title  of  boyars.  Even  in  the  ruflian  language 
boyarin  iignifies  a  gentleman,  a  perfon  of  dillin6lion,  a  mailer 
of  a  family ;  and  the  ruilian  peafant  ufually  flyles  his  noble- 
man,  even  though  he  has  neither  rank  nor  eflate,  boyarin,  or 
contradedly  barin ;  and  his  fpoufe,  boyarina.  The  tafk-fervice 
which  the  boors  perform  to  their  lord  is  therefore  called>  bo* 
yarfchtfchina. 

brought 
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brought  to  eiFeft,  the  boyars  took  advantage  of 
tthis  favourable  opportunity  to  extend  their  power 
alfo.  It  is  probable  likewife  that  perfonS'  of  re* 
fpe6lable  bhth,  from  other  countries*,  who  filled 
high  ftations  in  Ruifia  j  and  on  that  account,  no 
lefe  than  from  the  privileges  they  brought  with 
them,  enjoyed  great  authority,  might  give  occa^ 
fion  to  all  boyars,  i.  e.  the  fuperior  officers,  to 
aflume  a  confequence  which  they  drove  occafion- 
ally  to  enlarge.  .    . 

In  regard  to  titles  derived  from  rank,  the  Ruf- 
fians  in  their  addreffes  and  letters  employ  either 
the  rank-title,  as,  Major,  with  gofpodin,  or  Mr. 
prefixed,  as  the  French  fay,  Monfieur  le  Majeur  ; 
or  only  the  baptifmal  name  with  the  addition  of 
the  father's  baptifmal  name,  and  the  termination 
vitch,*  as,    Ivan   Petrovitch,    John   the  fon   of 

•  That  there  are  foreign  families  among  the  ruffian  noljility 
is  too  well  known  to  need  any  proof.  The  family  of  Befiuchef 
h  of  engliih  origin ;  the  name^of  the  founder  of  it  was  Beft,  bfit 
as  that  word  in  the  ruffian  iignifies  beaft^  and  in  order  to  gire  it 
a  national  termination,  the  two  laft  fy llables  >vere  added ;  to 
which  they  afterwards  got  the  furname  Riumin^  to  denote  their 
foreign  defcent.  The  firit  count  Bruce  was  a  Scotchman,  no 
longer  ago  than  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great,  who  engaged  him 
in  liis  fervice.  The  family  of  Rar  is  alfo  from  North-Britain. 
That  of  Panin  is  originally  Genoefe.  Korfakof  came  from 
Coriica,  and  therefore  bears  the  furname  Rimfki.  The  Fomin- 
'£its  are  Thomfons,  the  name  being  tranilatBd :  Foma,  Thomas ; 
and  fyn,  a  fon.  A  hundred  more  examples  of  a  like  nature 
might  be  given. 

VOL.  II.  ^  1  Peter; 
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Peter;  of  the  family  appellative,  except  m  paiv 
ticular  cafes,  no  mention  is  made.  In  like  manner 
the  late  emprefi,  in  her  letters,  addreflfed  men  of 
confequence,  either  by  their  office^  as,  in  irench 
it  would  be  (for  it  is  not  to  be  put  into  aiglifli) : 
Monfieur  le  general  gouwmeur  de  Riga  et  dc 
Keval  I  or  merely  in  their  own  and  their  father^ 
baptifinal  name;  the  latter  efpccially  when  flie 
wrote  to  Ruffians ;  in  writs  to  inferior  officers  the 
addreis  is  fimply :  To  our  coUege-affeffor  N.  or 
the  like.  Below  the  imperial  name  is  commonly 
a  counterfignature  of  one  of  the  cabinet-miniflero. 
—  A  Ruffian,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  his  cor- 
refpondence  ufes  only  his  chriftian  and  family 
names,  as  Ivan  Pofkatfhin ;  but,  when  he  writes  * 
to  the  empreis  or  prefents  a  petition,  he  alfo  ^ves 
his  father's  baptHmal  name,  though  not  with  the 
termination  vitch;  but,  as  a  mark  of  his  fub« 
tniffion  and  humility,  with  the  termination  of, 
adding  the  wordj^n,  i,  e.  fon»  as,  Ivan  Petrof 
fyn  Pofkatfhin. 


SECTION  n 


The  Clergy  ^ 


^Though  the  clergy  are  frequently  comprehended 
in  the  middle  order,  yet  without  impropriety  we 
may  here  affign  them^  as  in  feveral  o^er  king^ 

doms^ 


I 

( 


iH    RUSSIA;  V\5 

doini^,  %  A\9m&,  clafa,  beii^g  mimeroua  atid  re^ 
(pe£lat)le^  and  having  certain  peculiar  privileges 
of  its  own;  beOdes,  as  it  is  fometimes  p^ieu-^ 
cularly  mentiooei}  vA  manifeftos  *,  and  in  fevcral 
places  is  diilin6);  from  other  claffesf.  The  clergy 
are  divided  into  fuperior  and  infferior,  into  mo- 
naftic  and  fecular. 

The  clergy  enjoy  peculiar  rights  and  privileges : 
they  not  only  are  held  in  greater  refpe'61,  which 
extends  alfo  to  the  inferior  clergy:);  but  they 
cannot  fufFer  corporal  punifhment  without  being 
previoufly  defecrated ;  they  are  moreover  exempt 
from  taxes,  even  the  fecular  prieft  pays  no  head- 
money  for  his  fons  § ;  though  when  he  has  feveral 
he  muft  deliver  his  proportion  as  recruits ;  who, 
however,  as  they  can  read  and  write,  fbon  puih 

*  Thus,  for  example,  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  in  her  £rft 
manilefto  after  coming  to  the  crown,  faya,  that  all  her  faithful 
fabjeds  of  the  fpiritoal  and  temporal  orders  had  tmanimoaily 
invited  lier  to  afcend  the  throne  Qf  her  ^tthert. 

t  In  Livonia,  where  a  lifl  of  fouls  moft  be  delivered  in  every 
kaif-yearj  the  clergy,  acconding  to  orders  iffiied  for  that  par- 
pole,  4aka  the  fecoad  place,  as  a  particular  body ;  they  arc 
alwa^^ioitrted  between  the  noUes  and  the  burghers* 

X  Among  the  vulgar  it  extends  even  to  thofe  wAolebdiaMiiff 
nd  joSce  do  jmk  exadUy  talty. 

f  Even  the  fexton  doet  not  pay  it;  ody  with  the  boon 
Wneiging  fiD  chaivhca  and  monafterima  it  k  the  fiuue  as  with 
iioble«vilhiges^ 

1  a  them- 
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themfelves  forwards,  and  at  length  come  to  be 
officers  *,  if  they  deferve  it  by  their  condu6i. 
The  31  eparchies  are  the  following: 

1.  Novgorod  and  St.  Peterfburg. 

2.  Pfcove  and  Riga. 

.     3..  Tver  and  Kaihinf. 

4.  Mofco  and  Kaluga  J. 

5.  iyief  and  Galitch. 

6.  Mohilef  MftiflavL  and  Orflianft:. 

7.  Smolenfk-and  Dorogobufli. 

8.  Kazan  and  SviyaHiik. 

9.  Aftrakhan  and  Stavropol 
.   10.  Tobollk  and  Siberia. 

^  .11.  Roftof  and  Yaroflaf. 

12.  Ri^an  and  Shatzk. 

1 3.  Ekatarinoflaf  and  Kherfcm-Taurida. 

1 4.  Tfchemigof  and  Nefhin. 

15.  Novgorodfeverfki  and  Glukhof  .. 

16.  Nifhgorod  and  Alatyr. 
.  1 7.  Bielgorod  and  Kurfk. 

1 8.  Sufdal  and  Vladimir. 

*-  For  the  fame  relfon  the  preachers  in  Livonia  and  Eftbonia 
(who  by  their  privileges  may:  poflefs  noble  eftaCes)  frequently 
put  their  fons  into  the  land  or  fea  fervice,  though  they  are  not 
fubje£):  to  the  recruit-levies. 

f  Thefc  three  firfl  mentioned'  prelates  are  now  memben  6f^ 
the  holy  direding  fynod  at  St.  Peterfburg.  . 

'   %  This  prelate  is  member  of  the  fynod^  though  only  for  the 
department  of  Mofco.  * 

-  19-  Kolomna 
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19.  Kolomna  and  Tula. 

20.  Vologda  and  Uftiug.  i 

21.  Viatka  and  Great  Permia.  ^  » 

22.  Archangel  and  Olonetz. 

23.  Voronetfli, 

24.  Irkutfk  and  Nertfliinik. 

25.  Koftroma  and  Galitch. 

26.  Tambof  and  Pen&. '  > 

27.  Orel  and  Sief5(k. 

The  following  eparchies  have  vicars ; 

28.  Starayaruffa.     The  prelate  is  vicar  in^ 

the  novgorodian  eparchy. 

29.  Dniitrof.     The  prelate  is  vicar  in  the 

mofcovite  eparchy. 
30. .  Percy ailavl  and  Borifpolfk.     The  prelate  * 

is  coadjutor  of  Kief 
31.  Feodofia  and  Mariyepolik.     The  prelate 
is  vicar  in  the  ekatarindlaf  eparchy. 

Krutitzki  is  not  named  among  the  reft,  becauTe 
its  biihop  is  exempted  from  the  adminiftration  of 
the  eparchy,  and  refides  in  a  monaftery  as  archi- 
mandrit 

In  the  empire  are  ufually.  reckoned  18,350 
partih-churcheB  and  cathedrals  of  the  orthodox 
greek  rdigion.:  In  the  year.  1755,  they  were 
numbered  at  only  1 8, 070.  But  to  thefe  muft  be 
added:  1.  a  multitude  of  conventual . and  other 
fmall  churches  which  have  no  peculiar  pried,  but 
\  1  3  are 
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are  confidered  as  filiajes  or  i^pds:  their  num** 
ber  extends  into  thoufands:  £.  the  numerous 
churches  of  other  confeffiooB,  either  in  the  pro* 
vinces  on  the  borders  of  the  Bfdtic,  or  in  White 
Ruifia,  or  laftly  fuch  as  iland  aioflbe  in  ntiPSan 
towns. 

The  number  of  the  mffiBn  clergy  is  cx)nq>uted 
at  67,900  perfons,  without  includiog  thdr  fa- 
milies ;  to  which  ihould  be  added  liiofe  of  gther 
confeflions  and  religions.  Some  authors  afler^ 
that  in  the  whole  empire  i^e  4bar  hitn^ed  asid 
ejgiity  taoBaflcncs  and  feveaty^four  nmuMries, 
among  which  the  finaller  are  suot  i«ckoned;  the 
f^mer  containng  7300  monks,  aod  the  letter 
5300  nuns.  The  laft  muajber  k  joanifeflly  exa[g« 
gtrifcted^.  In  tbe  ecdefiftfticai  dftabUAmeOb  of 
Great  Ruifia  are  reckoned  only  one  hundred  and 
fifty^fie  monaAenes  and  Hxtj^fevfOk  oinn«ies ; 
in  the  former  1ifly*^hree  abbots^  unet^-ninB  fvioRs, 
with  2657  perfons  belonging  to  them,  chiefly  con* 
£fting  of  monks :  and  in  the  hitler  AKlty-Stvca 
priorefles»  and  1  §99  nuns«  Bat  bct^m  one  not 
4XmfpfXei, :  1 .  all  the  4itde  reiigioas  hoo^  depen- 
dent on  them,  which  the  members  mi^r  eidbrr 
ntakAaki  at  their  ^mn  expeme  or  fidfar  te  fall 
imAo  ^ecay :  2.  thofe  moftattraei  vMnh  lieehre 
that  i^  ^require  no  pay  hut  cknk  to  fiippqrt 

tfaexn* 


,tl)PplehrG$  hy  voluntajFy  dpnatiops,  ft^c  3*  t^ 
the  monafteries  in  Little  Ruffia,  a9  well  as^  4.  tbdf 
j]i  Wbite  RuflSa.  However,  goi  rpckoun^  ail  tkefe 
tcigether,  we  ihould  hardly  produce  the  above 
immber  of  cbifteis,  laonks,  and  nuiuk  Thait 
lix)tU  Peter  l«  and  ilill  mor?  ^xpreTsly  Qatharine  11^ 
greatly  circumfaibed  the  laacy  QiQuaftic  Hate,  fo 
detrimental  to  population,  and  put  it  upon  <}ui|;e 
a  differ^mt  footing  ia  already  umY^i^9%  knQWfi 
from  other  writers. 

Some  authors  have  errcmeoufly .  fupp(^  tbi^ 
^e  clergy  confifb  entirely  of  ^e  fon^  of  prieiU; 
and  that  no  man  of  noble  birth  has  ever  bee^ 
admitted  into  ordera.  But,  though  the  f^ulsft 
piiefts  iiU  mod  of  the  fpiritual  offiic:es  with  thci|r 
children,  yet  individuals  of  other  ftations,  par^ 
qilarly  noblemen,  have  at  all  times  tsdi^en  tl^ 
monaftic  habit,  and  then  been  made  priefta.  It 
is  but  a  fyw  yeaj»  ag^  th94  a  noUfman,  who  had 
iieen  in  ^  i^llitary  Ibnrtce,  was  a  l^nntiial  dtreAOr 
in  a  monaftery:  and  a  prelate  now  alive,  d^ 
fcended  from  a  very  honourable  ruffian  family, 
l>efQre  he  entered  the  chii^ch  had  aipcotding  to 
report,  received  an  order  of  knighthoocl  &t 
lus  fervieei  in  tlie  army*.  At  prefent,  howevWi 
few  nobles  ftel  any  violent  inclination  to  become 

^  Howererj  U  n  6J4>  ^1  ia  gnit^  it  ii^oimiifli  sp* 
fr9Tc4  of  ihM  ili^  ^efgjr  %ul4  b«  f»f  119^  (^^ 
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clergymen*,  whatever  they  may  have  formerly 
done. 

By  the  la^vs  of  Ruffia  no  ecclefiaftic  'can  be 

Ixronght  before  a  temporal  judge,  unlefs  contraiif- 

•faries  of  the  cl^ical  order  be  likewife  6n  the 

ijench  f.     But,  as  in  exariiinations  that  adniit  of 

Tio  delay,  and  muft  be  done  upon  the  fpot,  it 

Vould  be  too  dilatory  if  the  magiftrate,  for  in!- 

^ftance  the   cbmtnander  of    the   diftrift,    were 

obliged  previoufly  to  fend  to  afk  commiffaries  of 

the  bifhop:    therefore,    the  /enate,   in   the  year 

•1791,.  reprefented  to  the  fynod,  that  it  were  to 

-be  wiihed  that  the  parochial  biflibps  in  every 

'town  and  diftriQ;  fliould  appoint  ftated  fpiritual 

^deputies  to  be  prefent  at  examinations  where  per- 

*f6ns  of  the  facred   order   might   be  involved : 

'Vfiich  the  fynod  approved  and  put  into  execution'. 

^'        '  '     .  •     ,     ..  ■ 

J  -  • 

*    ^  It  is  report^  that  a  vtry  retpe&ihle  pr6la(e>  hj  kb'remoti- 

'Anmcei.  brought  it  it)«i|t  tb»t  kytnl  diflmded  offiden i(ai]X»^ 

^  re^  a  Imilar,  by  birth  a  G^nn^n,.  but  bad  cooJ^Ofmcd  to  the 

r^flian  church)  were  admitted  fome  years  iihce  intq  the  doiflor^ 

and  promoted  to  fpiritual  dignities.     Yet'thefe  are  not  u'rually 

*a^pointed'to  Ullage  churches,  as  thcfe  the  worthicft  clcrgyincn 

>im  g#eat  haaard  of  becoming  booriih  themfelves,  from  the  total 

.IWt  <t^  afcy^focial  intcrc^urfc  that .  pigirf /upply  fopd.tp  Ui^ir 

. miads*  and Jcepp  up  a  dignity  of  mamuics :  rthey  are  commpniir 

obliged  to  work  in  the  field,  the  barn,  and  the  liable  with  their 

own  hands. 

*■  **+  T*hc  liriaihers*Gi'l.ivoAia  and  Efthonia  have  no  fuch  privi- 
lege as  this  to  hbkA'  of:  they  are  obliged  to  app^i)y  Tiunnrons 
hpf^ro  every  temporal  magiftrate.  • 

'       '  *  Thefe 
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Thefe  ftated  deputies  mull  immediately  prefent 
themfelves  whenever  they  are  fummoned  to  exa,- 
minations  by  the  town-bailiff  or  the  command^ 
of  the  diftrift. 

-  Concerning  the  monafteries  it  may  be  Obferved 
that  they  all  follow  the  nik  of  St.  Bafil;  confe- 
quently  but  one  order  of  monks  is  known  in 
'Ruffia.  Neither  hr  monafteries  nor  in  cathedrals 
have  there  cter  been  prebendaries,  canons,  minor 
canons,  lior  any  officers  of  that  kind-. under 'O^her 
'  natnes;  accordingly  there  is  no  chapter  to^yote  in 
the  eleSion  of  bi^ops.  Each  nxonaftery  has  no 
more  than  oiie  fixperintendant  (whether  prelate  or 
abbot,  or  prior) ;  all  the.  other  perfdns  :  ofi  ^ 
houfe  ai>&  monks^  either  ecelefiafiics  <>r  iayrbre- 
thren.  There  never  has  been  an  inftanc^  of  a 
child  being  phced  in  a  cloifter  for  the  fake  of 
making  the  bi-others' and  lifters  the  richer,  or  of 
leflening  the  burdens  of  a  numerous  *  family. 
Women  feparated  or  divorced  from  their  huibands 
ate  put  into  nnamieriesy  but  feldom  or  ne\ier  againft; 
their  confent  • 
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SECTION   III. 

* 

Burgher's  and  the  Settlers  in  Towns. 

This  diftinftion  is  neceflar}%  becaufe  there  are 
many  burghers  who  do  not'  dWell  in  towns;  for 
inftance,  gennau  manufacturers:  in  Livonia  the 

difpo* 
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dt^m^ente,  jpiacemeii)  artificers,  &c.  that  livfc 
about  the  eountiy.  On  the  other  hand,  theie 
9M  people  in  the  towns  that  are  properly  not 
burghers,  fuch  as  noblemen,  officers  of  Ike  dowOy 
medical  men'^}  in  like  manner  perfohs  that  re* 
Bfiain  there  only  for  a  time,  alfo  fexvaat^^  and  real 
boars. 

In  Ruffia  have  always  been  towns  mdhvagh^rtf 
as  at  Novgorod,  Kief,  Mcxfco,  kc.  therefore  what 
Bufebing  iays  on  diis  fiibjed;  in  his  Geogn^}^ 
needs  feme  corre6kion:  that  ^^  the  burghers  in 
^^  Ihiffia  are  new,  and  are  grown  out  of  the 
^*  boors.**  The  latter  is  only  true  of  finw  tMFnf, 
^particularly  of.  fiicb  as  were  viUagcp,  and  have 
been  httdy  raifed  to  corporatio|is»  2f  he  vogm  to 
advert  to  the  firft  origin  of  burg^ns,  then  ttye 
caft  is  the  fame  in  Ruffia  as  in  all  otfi^r  kingdoRis» 
and  efpecially  in  his  own  country,  Germany ; 
where  the  burghers,  as  we  Jearn  from  bifioiy, 
likewife  arofe  from  boors,  from  unfree  pea&ate, 
or  vafials ;  which  latter  cannot  be  laid  of  tbe 
burgliers  in  old  ruffian  town?,  as  they  forraod 
themfelves  into  burgherfhips,  while  the  nation 
yet  knew  nothing  of  unfree  perfons  or  vaflals. 
In  the  provinces  of  the  Baltic,  the  towns  whereof 
are  alfo  a  part  of  Ruffia,  I  ihall  at  j^refent  fay  no- 
thing, 

*  ikcardblK  «)  the  pt^  r^gt^Iatjum,  )iov^er«  the  toiqn  pf 
}^mi  proffffi^ps  b4^  tQ  tiie  bpi^^hen* 

There- 
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Therefore,  though  Ruffia  anticjitly  had  towns, 
yet  it  muii  be  owned  that  they  were  but  few,  and 
the  rights  of  the  burghers  were  undefined.  Even 
the  formerly  republican  towns,  Novgorod  and 
Pfoove,  had  loft  tbisk  righl^  which  probably 
were  partly  but  prefumptive;  only  the  baltic 
tbwiw  preierved  their  own  cooftitutions,  righto, 
wid  privileges. 

The  late  empreft  by  b^  mandate  of  1785  gave 
^  mwaicipal  regulation  to  all  her  dominion^  with* 
out  exception,  which  is  juftly  eoi^klered  as  a 
Wnefit  of  unooiQinQii  magnitude  to  the  ru^an 
towns.  Under  the  feragoing  reigns  the  impiMH 
tant  objcd  of  augmenting  4he  towns,  the  nnnibir 
m£  b«ghees  and  trade  feems  at  times  to  havie 
iMca  n^ofly  mrthovght  of.  It  was  impoffibte  for 
€»niineroe  to  thrive^  whiie  it  was  chiefly  earned 
iMi  by  vsafiais,  and  wfaoi  the  towns  w&e  too  far 
an  number.  The  counbymaiiL  found  no  WMih 
nient  &le  fix*  his  pnkjui^  sad  tfaefis  were^caakh 
quently  not  improved.  At  prefent,  to  the  gHtftt 
advmitage  <yf  the  empire,  all  thefe  matteis  and 
^tfprifogty  idterod. 


fi£& 


1 


124  CUISSES   OF  SUBJECTS 


SECTION   IV. 

I 

Free  Peqfants. 

This  head,  as  it  is  not  ufual  in  ckfilfying  the 
ruffian  fubje6ls,  requires  fome  elucidatioh.  Whole 
multitudes  of  people,  who,  in  fome  other  countries, 
.  would,  without  hefitation,  be  aifociated  with  the 
boors,  demand  in  treating  of  the  rufitan  empire, 
.a  particular  clafe;  becaufe,  by  reafon  of  their 
country  life,  in  the  ftrideft  fenfe,  they  do  not 
.belong  to  the  burghers,  while  on  account  of  their 
^reddom  they  are  far  above  the  condition  of.  a 
boor,  as  a  vaffal  *.  Betwixt  the  two  they  forni  a 
middle  ftation.  In  virtue  of  their  freedom,  no 
man  can  alienate  or  fell  them;  they  educate  their 
children  as  they*  pleaie;  the  generality  of  them 
pofie&  an  immovaUe  property;  what  they.eaxn 
no  man  can  take  from  them,  fo  they  do  but  duly 
pay  their  common  taxes,  or  perform  their  frated 
taiks  of  public  labour :  they  are  under  no  arbi- 
trary command,  but,  like  thofe  of  fuperior  ranks, 
own  no  authority  but  that  of  the  general  laws  of 
the  ftate.     To  all  who  kiiow  the  value  of  fitredom 

*  Therefore  in  this  place  they  are  not  called  boors,  becauie 
vaflalage  is  afnally  connected  with  that  idea:  however  they  are 
often  oomprehended  among  the  boors  even  in  ftate-papers  and 
VBL  noxnbering  the  people. 
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it  will  appear  then  but- reafonable  to  aHot  them, 
hece  a  fepaiute  xlais  *.  Yet  among  them  there 
are  different  gradations,  as  all  of,  them  do.  not 
enjoy  the  fame  degree  of  liberty.  .  Some  of  them, 
are  exprefsly  called  boors,  and^  without  violation 
of  their  freedom,  are  treated  as  fuch,  though  with^ 
fbmewhat  .more  gentlenefs  than  vaflals.  Othersr 
have  a  true  civil  liberty,  and  differ  only  by  theit 
place  of  abode  and  occupations  from  townVpeo- 
pie.  None  of  them  enjoy  ariftocratical  privileges; 
the  particular  perfons  who  have  foared  above  their 
fiction,  and  have  attained  to  nobility,  dignities, 
and  orders  by  military  fervice,  fonn  no  general 
rule,  efpecially  as  many  that  were  born  vaffals 
haye  done  the  fame. 

To  this  clals  belong:  1.  The  foreign  colo- 
19.ISTS,  fettled  here  as  hufbandmen,  or  fanners. 
By  their  occupation  they  are  boors.  But  by  reafon 
of  the  land  given  to  them,  they  cannot  be  fo 
called;  we  mufl,  therefore,  mitigate  the  expnef* 
fion  by  epithets,  and  term  them  free  gennan 
boors  f.  The  german  workmen  in  the  mines, 
and  others  of  a  like  defcription,   may  properly 

*  They  are  called  countrymen  in  all  the  pnblic  docimicnts.  . 

i  They  reafonably  hold  the  firft  place  in  the.  pre&n^  c]grs» 
from  the  privileges  that  have  beeq  gi:anted  them>  by  which  they 
cannot  be  judged  arbitrarily,  but  accord^ig  to  ;he  laws,  by.the 
jadges  of  the  diftrid  s  alfo  here  and  there  have  their  own  confli- 
tation;  and  if  they  pay  back  the  advance-money  chey  have  re- 
ccived>  they  may  draw  again. 

enough 
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ettoMgA  be  joined  with  tJietn ;  if  cm  aecotmt  cf 
the  fmalhtefs  df  their  immbers  we  cannot  ^gn 
tiblttn  a  (Afticuhtr  fUb-divifion.  But  the  rufliatt 
ttafter-workmen  in  the  mines  belong  propedy  ta 
tht  bo(^  ta  being  in  a  fort  of  taflTalage. 

fi.  The  ODfTODVORTri,  or  •onc^honfe-owners, 
bdong  hereditably  to  no  private  perfon,  nor  caa 
tjiey  be  hereditably  granted  to  any  one  f ;  confer 
quendy  they  are  not  taflals,  not  even  of  thd 
«fown:[;^  though  it  regards  them  as  fnbjefts  in  thtf 
fkri6teft  fenfe ;  and  therefore  at  times  they  are  fent 
in  multitudes  to  fome  leminary  of  the  country- 
nfiifitia  on  the  lines.  They  poffcfe  their  houfes^ 
with  the  grounds  belonging  to  them,  as  real  pro-^ 
perty,  for  which  they  neither  perform  feudal  fep* 
vice  nor  give  of  their  produ6b :  fo  that  they  are 
far  better  off  than  the  boors.  But,  as  they  arc 
obliged  to  Airniih  recruits,  to  pay  the  poH-tait 

*  They  have  iadaed  ao  ferm-yard  as  is  cuftomary  in  iIm 
fivomtii  wmwn,  nd  therefcre  might  be  called  OM-hopfe* 
holders;  yet  this  ezprefiion  is  not  only  ttnu&al>  but  incom* 
plete,  becanfe  they  poflefs  more  than  a  houfe ;  they  have  lands 
likewife.  Some  foreigners  clafs  them  with  the  free-fettlers ; 
bttt  in  a  manifefto  of  Fcbrnary  i8»  1762,  they  are  termed 
coattiiy-<ret«lers. 

t  This  privikge  h  probably  not  grotinded  on  unf  wrinea 
law*  imt  only  on  immemorial  nfiige. 

t  Th&t  by  when  compared  with  the  crown-vaflkis  vho 
prefently  colne  nnder  the  fifth  fefUonj  and  are  properly  diftlnS 
from  them, 

Q  and 


itxd  obt^,  to  btt  ^t  wteretw  the  good  of  tlie 
empire  ii^nire*  them^  d»d  cliti  i^either  buy  vil* 
h^^  nto-  ^ife&  Vajfly«  to  propertyt,  ib  they 
bdoni^  ftot,  at  leaft  tiow,  to  th«  nobility ;  thot^ 
tiiey  are  vety  apt  to  red^tk  tbtmfeive*  of  thdr 
daft,  and  are  fometimes  by  citheM  M^akkMl  M  ft 
Ibrt  of  lAferior  or  petty  nMeBk  Thaft  they  op 
gIniAy  (^nMd  a  pai^  of  the  atiftooraoy,  aiidg»* 
AiaHy  fiimk  below  it,  is  hardly  to  be  ftippofed.  It 
IB  rather  mtore  probably  that  ^vheii  the  coantiy 
people  fe&  into  vafiUage^  they  preferved  their 
^Mdoln  by  fuch  means  as  they  had,  and  particn^ 
laitf  by  their  landed  property  "^  Many  of  than 
have  lately  by  military  fervice  gsftt  by  degrees  to 
be  ollk^rs,  and  confequently,  with  their  children, 
sre  become  real  noblemen;  but  tiien  they  bekmg 
&o  more  to  the  odnodvortzi.  There  are  among 
them  perfons  in  good  circamftances.  —  In  fi)me 

-I-  Some  of  late  have  indeed  bought  states  with  vaAk;  bot 
it  b^lways  in  the  name  of  fome  nobleman  who  permits  them  to 
ufc  it ;  otherwife,  by  the  laws  as  they  exift  at  prefent,  they 
would  have  to  fear  a  retra£bidon  as  foon  as  their  purchafe  became 
public.  This  already  ihews  that  they  do  not  belong  to  the  no** 
bility,  though  they  feem  in  a  raannor  to  be  nttmbeicd  with  thea 
in  themanifeHo  of  Feb.  i8,  176a. 

t  It  is  thought  by  fome,  that,  on  account  of  their  freedom 
mud  their  landed  property,  they  belonged  fotatrly  to  the 
nobility;  bat  this  is  a  miibke>  for  tbeie  are  people  in  the 
empire  who  polleis  btreditary  kmdsi  aaA  y«c  alt  neither  vaffid^ 
nor  noblemen. 

places 
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places  iti  their  number  are  reckoned  the  difbanded 
Toldiers  that  live  in  the  country :  and  hence  might 
arife  the  notion,  that  the  odnodvortzi  derived 
their  origin  from  the  military  fer vice*;  and  that 
their  'anceftors,  being  common  people,  were  fa- 
yopred,  on  account  of  their  good  behaviour,  with 
a  poffeffion  of  inheritance  in  perpetuity,  which 
protected  them  from  vaflalage.  But  the  great 
number  of  them  feems  in  fome  meafure  to  weaken 
the  probability  of  this  fuppolition.  Others  again 
give  diem  the  fame  origin  with  the  boyar-chil- 
dren,  above  defcribed,  with  the  declaration,  that 
thofe  of  them  who  had  no  boors  of  their  own 
ihould  be  odnodvortzi. 

3.  The  KozAKs  in  all  their  {terns  and  branches, 
who  poflefe  their  diftrifcts,  lands,  and  cow-yafds, 
as  real  property..  Some,  for  inftance,  thofe  of  the 
Don  and  the  mountains  of  Ural,  pay  no  poll-tax, 
but  perform  military  fervice;  others,  as  thofe  of 
Little  Ruffia,  now  pay  the  poll-tax  and  deliver 
recruits  oiit  of  the  regiments  raifed  from  their 
own  body,  but  are  other  wife  exempt  from  military 
lervice ;  others  again  look  after  the  })ofts,  furnifli 
.  them  with  horfes  and  flielter,  for  which,  however, 
they  receive  a  flight  pay ;  fever&l,  as  the  fiberian 
Kozaks,    reprefent  a  fort  of  petty  nobility,   as* 

*  Not  very  different  from  this  is  the  opinion  advanced  by  M. 
Purgold,  who  derives  their  origin  from  the  prifoners  taken  in 
war,  which  is  rather  improbable^  though  fome  of  them  may  l^' 
{prung  from  prifoners  orftrangers. 

,   .  fome 
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ibme  well-ihfohned  german  writers  have  particu- 
larly fhcwn.  I  iliall  only  obferve  farther,  that  at 
prefent  are  feen  among  them  ^lerfons,  who  by  mili- 
tary ferVite  are  not  only  become  noble^  but  have 
alfo  obtained  coiifiderable  dignities  and  orders  of 
knighthood. — The  Kozaks  too  ate  regarded  by 
the  croMm  as  fbbje6b  in  the  ilriflefl;  meaning  of 
the  term ;  and  therefore  at  times  whole  mafles  of 
them  are  ttanfplanted  into  other  regions.. 

4.  The  TARTAR  Tribes.  They  pay  the  head- 
money  and  fumifh  recruits ;  but  poflefs  their  lands 
as  heritable  property. 

5.  Tlie  Bashkirs,  Vogules,  Kalmuks,  with. 
moil  of  the  nomadic  tribes  and  people  of  the 
fteppes.  Many  of  them  have  their  own  poKtical 
conllitutions,  and  a  fort  of  nobility  amon^  them, 
fieing  not  Vaflals,  and  poffefiing  their  lands  in 
inheritance,  they  fall  under  this  head.  However^ 
thefe,  efpecially  the  Ba(hkirs,  who  perform  mili^ 
tary  fervice,  and  the  Vogules,  are  reckoned  by 
fome  writers  among  the  boots  of  the  crown;  but 
this  (hould  be  done  with  a  kind  of  limitation. 

6.  Disbanded  Soldiers  living  in  the  country. 
They  are  called  in  ukafes  and  other  public  inftru- 
ments,  **  people  of  the  former  difbanded  military 
"  eflablifhment "  —  Fonnerly,  as  was  obferved 
before,  the  boyar,  or  nobleman,  was  bound  to 
^pear  in  the  field  with  his  people.  When  the 
war  was  over,  he  returned  to  his  manfion,  and  his 
people  were  boors  as  before.     At  length  (landing 

VOL.  II.  ,   K  regi- 
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n^metitB  irfem  eftablifted :  the  Stireibsi  were  l>f 
this  fert  Pd:er  the  gitet  citated  a  cdmpletis 
army  under  this  regulation,  that,  iniftettd  of  the 
ibf  mer  fevSotoA  fervice^  it  fliould  be  recruited  out 
of  the  leinptre;  but  whoevet  was  incapable  oi 
ferviog  any.  loiter,  ^oukl  be  ^ifihiiled^  .oi^iy  with 
jtfais  txmditioli,  tjiitt  he  Aould  never  again  be  a 
.Ya£al ;  and  therefore  mufi  diftiogtufh  himfelf  by 
his  drefs^  the  ihaving  of  his  beard  *,  &<x  his  rea- 
ibn  ^r  lirhich  was  probably  that  the  militaiy  m^ht 
^\w9Sys  bt  held  in  refpe6t  When  fuch  diicarded 
foldiers  retired  to  the  countiy  and  followed  agri« 
ffcukuiie^  tik^  Were  eiideed  booi's,  ^  but  free,  under 
the  feveteignty  of  the  crown,  fom^what  like  tlie 
lodnodvK)rtzi.  •  This  regulation  was  continue 
tfardugh  the  fucceedkig  a-cigns.  At  that  time  aU 
McruxtsAvent  into  the  foiU ;  where,  as  in  a  kind 
of  /ganriibn,  they  learnt  and  enured  themfelves  to 
43ie  aniiitaTy  profefiion.  At  the  conclufiOa  of  the 
feven  years'  war,  which  hjld  coft  the  empire  great 
litiinjbers  x>f  men,  an  ailtetation  took  place,  in 
order  to  fpare  the  country  for  fome  time  from  the 

*  Not  longer  than  twenty-eight  yoars  ikice  at  every  difiniAj 
of  an  under- officer  or  common  foldier,  (even  though  he  had  not 
before  been  a  valTal,  hut  were  a  free-born  German,)  he  was 
icxprefsly  ordered  not  to  «drefs  himfelf  like  a  boor,  but  to  wear 
^erman  cloaths,  to  (have  his  beard,  >&c.  —  That  this  is  at  pw^ 
fenc  the  praAice  I  fcarcely  believe.  Bat  only  a  few  ytars  aga 
it  was  done  at  the  dirraifTion  of  an  under-officer  of  german 
noble  parentage  ;  probably  through  an  overfight  of  the  cham- 

obl^- 
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l4>lig^lion  to  ftmiifli  Recruits.  'Hiencefoi'war^  the 
veftaran  foldiers  a&d  invalids  came  into  the  garri- 
ioM,  where  they  maxried,  aiid  are  tiow  a  nurfery 
for  the  ai-my ;  as  the  crown  maintams  their  chil- 
dren and  has  them  brought  up  as  foldiers.  Ever 
Gnce,  tl>e  recruits  are  ^eliver^  direftly  to  the 
lj^i«ients.  At  prefent  a  foWier  but  feldom  re* 
ceives  his  difiniffion,  and  only  in  cafes  where  he 
can  bring  voudiers  that  he  is  no  longer  fit  for 
fiarvice,  but  has  rich  relations,  or  means  of  his  own 
whereby  to  procure  a  fuiDkient  maintenanoe.  He 
from  that  moment  belongs  to  the  clafs  of  free 
countiy-men ;  and  his  former  lord  can  never  de« 
mand  him  back. 

7.  Emancipated  Serfs,  who  have  either 
bought  dieir  freedom  of  their  lord,  or  obtained  it 
gratuitoufly  in  reward  for  faithful  fervice,  &c.  Of 
fuch  are  confiderable  numbers  in  Livonia  and 
Eftbonia*  They  either  gain  a  Jivelihood  in  th$ 
country  as  petty  placemen,  millers,  publicans,  &c. 
or  get  admitted  into  the  burg-herfhip  of  towns. 

8.  Malo-R<jssian  Books,  or  Boors  of  Little 
iluffia,  -w^ho  are  neither  Kozaks  nor  vaflTals,  but 
free  people  *.  They  poffefs  no  immovable  pro- 
perty, but  rent  lands  of  the  nobles  there,  for  mo- 
ney, or  for  certain  work  to  be  performed.  By  the 
capitation-tax,-  which  they  have  been  obliged  to 
pay  fince'  1783,   they  are  now  fomewhat  more 

•  Yt?Mhere  are  ruffian  vaflTals  among  them. 

K  2  ihackled, 
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fhackled,  becaufe  they  can  no  longer  remove  at 
will  from  one  place  to  another ;  •  but  muft  remain 
in  that  where  they  are  regiftered  to  the  capitation, 
or  muft  come  to  terms  with  the  manorial  lord  for 
that  purpofe. 

9.  Free  Peasants,  who  can  neither  be  fold 
nor  alienated  feparately  from  the  land,  but  belong 
to  the  eftate  * ;  witTi  which  they  pafi  from  one 
lord  to  another.  They  may  not  improperly  be 
reduced  to  two  claifes:  fome  poiOieffing  their  land 
in  the  manner  of  a  freehold,  of  which  fort  we  find 
many  in  the  government  of  Vyborg;  whereas 
others  live  upon  the  lands  of  the  lord,  and  pay  for 
the  occupancy  in  money  or  in .  ftated  tafks  of 
labour.  The  latter  may  quit  their  place  (though 
not  the  diftrift)  on  offering  another  boor,  accep- 
table to  the  feignorial  lord ;  who  has  a  right  to 
difpofe  of  them.  Some  have  exprefe  privileges 
peculiar  to  themfelves  f-  The  education  of  their 
children  is  left  to  themfelves,  who  either  I>ring 
them  up  to  mechanical  trades,  or  get  them  into 
fervipe,  &c-  They  dwell  either  on  the  crown- 
lands  or  on  thofe  of  the  nobles,  chiefly  in  Efthonia 

*  Somewhat  like  glebx  adfcriptl.  The  lord  can  drive  them 
away  from  his  domain. 

f  Which  they  maintain  with  extreme  jealoufy.— >Some  of 
thfefe  boors»  thoagh  they  are  fubje£l  to  the  dgmeftic  corred^ion 
pf  their  landlord*  yet  they  are  not  entirely  under  his  Arbitrary 
fway,  but  are  ftill  protected  by  the  laws.  Thofe  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Vyborg  cannot  be  punilhed  otherwife  than  confornuibiy 
to  a  legal  fentence. 

and 
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* 

and  the  adjacent  iflands,  alfo  in  Livonia  atid  on  > 
the  ifle  of  Runo  *.   • 


SECTION    V. 

0 

Vqffal  booi'S. 

They  are  ufually  called  limply  boors ;  but  here 
this  addition  is  neceflary  as  a  diftindion  between 
them  and  the  preceding  free  boors.  They  have 
no  civil  liberty ;  their  children  belong  not  to  them, 
but  to  their  manorial  lord,  on  whofe  will  they 
depend;  they  alfo,  with  their  children,  fingly  or 
in  families,  may  be  alienated,  fold,  and  exchanged ; 
they  poffefs  no  immovable  property,  but  they  them- 
felves  are  treated,  fometimes  as  the  movable,  fome- 
times  as  the  immovable  property  of  another.  They 
properly  therefore  form  a  difiind  clafs. 

Originally  they  were  free ;  but,  in  Great  Ruifla, 
after  the  turbulent  times  of  the  falfe  Demetriufes, 
became  grr^dually  vaflals,  or  heritable  ferft  :  con- 
fcquently  it  was  not  by  the  impofition  of  head- 
money,  but  long  before  ;  for  already  in  the  Ulo- 
fhenie  appear  ordinances  concerning  thp  flaves  f , 

e.  g, 

*  la  Eftkonia  and  Livonia  they  are  called  fwedilh  boofs* 
i^g  originaUy  of  that  country,  whence  they  derive  their  prx-? 
vikges. 

t  This  ezpreflipn  mutt  not  here  he  taken  in  its  ftriAeft  im- 
poit.    $o«ie  i(ideed  look  apon  their  vaflals  as  fky^  I  but  be^ 

^  3  twpcA 
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e»  g.  tfaaty  as.  was  Yneotianed  above,  they  ihould 
neither  bear  witnefe  nor  bring  >a  complaint  againfl 
their  lord*,"  —  Bufching  indeed  calls  the  crown- 
boors  as  well  as  the  BobiIity*boors,  vaflals;  but 
when  he  aftenvards  adds,  *^  vaflalage  has  parti- 
*'  ci^larly  remained  with  the.  crown-boors,"  it 
feems  rather  unintelligible,  As  thefe,  in  general, 
live  more-  comfortabiy  than  thofe  of  the  nobiUtr, 
perhaps  the  geographer  only  meant  to  fuggeft, 
that,  with  the  latter,  vaflalage  had  degenerated 
into  flavery.  But  a  very  great  part  of  them  really 
live  in  good  circumftances,  and  are. rich.  Gene- 
rally fpeaking,  there  is  no  exceeding  great  dif- 
ference, between  the  two :  for  the  crowi^an  make 
prefents  of  its  boors  to  private  perfons,  whenever 
and  in  what  numbers  it  will ;  and  then  they  are 
immediately  treated  upon  the  fame  footing  with 


tween  the  two  there  is  a  confiderabJe  difPerence ;  though  per- 
haps  an  auft^re  lord  may  fometimes  treat  his  vaflkl  as  a  flave,  at 
Icaft  when  Under  the  influence  of  palTion.  Mr.  Coxc  is  in  a 
nitflake  when  he  calls  the  condition  of  the  ruflian  boors  a  per- 
feO  fiavery.  This  tern  in  no  refpefb  applies  to  the  crown* 
boors^  Even  thofe  belonging  to  the  nobles  have  certain  rights  ; 
for  inflance,  the  lord  cannot  put  them  to  death,  cannot  prevent 
them  from  marrying,  cannot  violate  their  wives  and  daugh- 
ters, Uc.  Were  he  to  do  fo ;  it  would  be  wrong  and  coatmy 
to  law,  and  might  be  attended  with  legal  cenftires. 

*  Hence  it  is  obfervablej  that  the  boyars  had  an  influence  in. 
th€  making  of  the  Ulofhenie,  and  did  not  forget  ttueir  pieroga- 
tifes  over  the  bocvs. 

ji  the 


4ni  olbet  netdUi^  boors.  ^—  Many  of  tbr  former 
have  long  fivce;  bceome  inArchai|t&'^.  Others  df 
both  ibrts  are  fliil  boors^  bu£  at  tbe.  iame  tine 
cavry  on  ibme  tradey  either  on  thdc'owa  ACcoBoiit 
timic,  or  ip  company  with  merchants.!  -  Others^ 
again  have  got  themfelYesv  infcnbed  in  toMrns  aff 
tracler9,  paying  their  taxes,  as  fuch/  and'  art  the 
fine  time  aa  boors.  The  minority  o£  them  purfud 
huibandry,  take  to  the  fifberiea,  or  follow  ibmo 
ether  profitable  occupatioai. 

They  are  commonly  divided  into  three  ^hinds  ; 
but  it  iieems  requiiite  to  part  tliem  into  fi>un 

1.  CsoiTN^BooRs  f  .  Thefe  are  extreqiely  nun 
merous*  In  the  government  of  Peome  they  Ibmf 
the  greater  part  of  the  pea&ntry.  But  at  the 
fyna  time  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  thesre  all  the 
people  belonging  to  the  crown  are  reckoned  its 
m&ls,  and  therefore  caUed  croyn-boors ;  and 
tlkasy  not  only  the  Ru(Iidns>  but  i\£^  the  Tartars^ 
Baihkiis,  Pemnaks,  Skyanes,  Vognles,  and  many 
oth6r9,  pa&  under  that  denomination.  Yet,  though 
this  be  the  cafe  fometimes  even  in  the  chanceries^ 
ft  is  \Mb  >ealbnaUe  to  make  a  diftindtion  between 
hoors  whom  the  cro^m,  as  its  real  vaflals^  can 
grant  away^,  aod  who  polfeis  no  real  {M^operty; 
end  thofo  tribes  of  people  who  are  owners  of  im^ 
IPOvstUe  podfi^SionSy  and  enjoy  certain  rights  and 

♦  An  ukafc  gave  occafion  to  this, 

^  In  liiJOii^  tiiey  are  vulgarly  called  public  booh* 

iv  4  privi- 
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privileges.  Therefore  thofe  people  fecm  to  belong 
to  the '  foregoing  clafi.  However,  we  mud  not 
omit  to  mention,  that  there  are  alfo  real  vaflaU 
boors  bebnging  to  the  crown,  which  the  crown 
cannot  with  propriety  give  away,  they  being  atr 
tached  as  workmen  to  the  mines  either  of  the 
crown  or  of  pri\^te  individuals,  that  they  may 
cam  wherewith  to  pay  their  head-money,  and  who 
^  could  not  be.  removed  without  confiderable  detrir 

ment  to  the  mine- works.  Such  are  called,  Pri^ 
ptiniye,  i.  e.  inrolled ;  and  they  are  many  thou- 
fands  in  number.  That,  formerly,  on  account  of 
forae  oppreffions  they  fuffered  from .  private  pro- 
prietors of  mines,  they  would  fometimes  rife  tumul-r 
tuoufly,  but  that  the  late  cmprefs,  fome  years  ago 
iifued  a  very  gracious  ukafe  for  their!  protedion, 
has  been  already  noticed  under  tl^e  article  of 
mines.  Since  that  time,  whenever  a  maAerrminer 
or  any  of  his  fubftitutes,  tjiinks  fit  to  deal  more 
liaribly  with  them  than  the  letter  of  the  law 
allows,  they  have  a  right  to  bring  their  complaint 
before  the  proper  judge. 

The  taxes  and  impofis  of  the  crown-boors  are 
not  in  all  places  alike.  Moil  of  them, .  befidies  the 
head-money,  pay  alfo  t)ie  qhrok,  i.  e.  a  fum  of 
money  for  every  male  foul ;  and  this  is  the  only 
benefit  the  crown  derives  from  them.  In  fome 
diftri6ls  they  do  taik-work  • ;  or  they  pay  of  their 

*  Somevirhat  of  a  £milar  nature  with  what  was  in  Fi^c^ 

called  the  corvee. 

prot 
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produfts}  or/ as  in  Livonia,  both  at  once,  inftead 
of  the  obFok.  However,  great  attention  has  always 
been  paid  to  the  mitigation  of  their  lot;  unlefs 
IM  except  their  former  hard  uiage  at  the  mines ; 
and  therefore  they  live  more  happily  than  the 
gtnerafi^^of  the  noble-boors  j  nay  even  more  at 
their  eafe  thl^n  many  free  people.  Among  them 
are  f^m^  that  are  in  good  circumftances,  and 
might  tvttL  be  called  rich.  Indeed  they  would 
not  fed  their  vaifalage^  if  the  crown  could  not 
grant  them  away ;  as  they  then  run  the  hazard  of 
felling  under  the  yoke  of  a  hard  mafter* 

In  uk$&8  and  public  documents  they  are  ufually 
mentioned  under  ftfverat  denominations.:  as  divided 
into  boors  of  (he  black-plough,  boors  of  the  em- 
pire,  imperial  boors,  poft*boM8  \  and  court«-boors. 
By  ^hat  peerticulars  each  kind  is  diftinguiihed  from 
the  others  I  have  not  been  able^th  any  certainty 
to  learn.  A  general-officer,  who  had  paiTed  many 
years  in  the  feveral  provinces,  and  had  made  re- 
peated inquiries,  gave  me  the  following  account 
in  regard  to  '  the  firft-mentloned  diftin6tion : 
Boors  of  the  white*plough  formerly  meant  thofe 
who,  without  performing  taik-work,  and  paying 
taxes  in  produfts,  defrayed  their  impofts  iu 
ready  money;  on  the  otlier  hand,  thofe  of 
the  black-plough  were  fuch  as,  together  with 
ibme  perfonal  praeflanda,  (which  were  not  always 
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y  u  tU.fiwiiiCQS  ot »  Wi»  UBi^iK,)  wef9 to  pagp 
>*  their  taxm  by  thr  twth  of  wery  cemohafydt 
f'  Tliefc^  9fi  wdlait  tli^  fi)f men.  lawft,  befetes  t)u9^ 
^'  pay  their  beid-]iy)n^>  aa  ^.  Raiiiod  ceetis^g^t 
^^  to  tbem^litary  ch«ft;  Wt  both wofq  fr^e  boo^ 
f^  <tf  the  crawa;.  aiid»  in  eommoB  with  aJl  oth^r 
hoqp9»  i9u(l  lilCenrifo  f^fiiiih  ceeruit^.  Whethar^ 
amidft  fo  maciy  alteratiow  that  baive  of  lata 
yeara  been  ma4e,  Ib^e:  didin^iona  ar«  (^ 
^^  otiStsy^d^  ia  mora  than  J  ean  tell ;  I  qn\y  hpow 
^'  that  the  tastes  hav^  hecft  very  miMdb  iscrea^-'' 
From  fome  oral  Mid  .fhv^e  wdttisp  acoQunta^  1 
nay  prefect  the  rei^f  wth  the  followmg  auUien^ 
titv  though  not  QOMftota  mfermatian*  oa  the 
folge^: 

In  the  nifimi  la^wa  and  uhafea  oighl^  difUn^ 
kinds  of  crofa^n^beoi^  tjM  i^entiofied;  namiely^ 
).  EiBpiserboQKS  t ;  they  belong  to  nobpdy  in  padN 
ticular,  neither  to  the  court,  nor  to  the  nobdlity^ 
nor  to  the  monaiftenes ;  they  are  therefbro  meiarr 
hers  of  the  empice  or  bw^iers  of  the  Qin^iie:|:« 
They  for  the  moft  part  qcinfiii  of  boors  of  thq 
Uack  ploi^^  to  be  mentioned  prefently>  art  S, 

*  On  in^iiy,  federal  pcripiu,  from  whom  fomc  light  wa^ 
rcafonably  to  be  cxpcftcd  on  this  matter,  honef!ly  cottfeflc4 
that  they  had  never  troubled  their  heads  aboat  it ;  fo  that  what 
InfbriDSHtioii  was  obtained  was  got  with  great  dtffioilty^ 

•f  Gofudarftvenaiye. 

t  This  expreflion  is  to  be  taken  in  a  quite  peculiar  ienfe ; 
and  even  then  will  be  b\it  oblcttre* 

2.  ImpcT 


i.  Ififipttial  b«r»  *  vAio  belong  to  the  monarch 
peifonally,  or  r»lli»er  to  the  court ;  of  whom  mofllly 
ootn&a  the  court-boors,  art  6 ;  others  are  regit 
tered  to  the  favodes,  or  manufaftories,  where  a 
pumber  of  workmen  are  engaged.  3.  Boors  of 
tihe  bl9ck  plough  f  .  The  or%in  of  this  appella- 
tioci  is  now  no  longer  known.  But  a  great  part 
of  northern  Raflia  as  far  as  Archangel/  is  almoft 
entirely  inhabited  by  them.  Their  regions  are 
divided  into  votofts  if,  each  whereof  is  an  aftual, 
though  i>ot  an  independent,  republia  In  other 
lefpeds  they  principally  belong  to  the  cfafs  of 
empire-boo9^,  art  1.  §.  4.  Polft-boors  H ;  they 
are  bound,  in  lieu  of  the  impofts,  to  keep  poft- 
h<Miest,  and  have  their  name  from  yam,  which 
iignifies  poft-ftation ;  but  between  every  two  yamui 
aie  feveral  poft-ftations  9.  S.  Court-boors  $  are 
they  whofe  fervice  and  tributes  are  deftined  to  the 

•  Gofbdarevin.  f  Tfhcrnofoftniye. 

•  t  Territories. 

§  Tke  autlior  of  a  paper  in  the  hlf^orical  magazine  of  Got- 
tiagen,  ihteed  from  Peterfburg,  fays :  the  boors  of  the  black 
jilongk  were  erown-boors  who  were  obliged  to  perforin  certain 
fervices^  or  pay  tithe,  for  the  land  allotted  them.  Bnt  all 
crowTHbqors  are  obliged  to  this.  —  The  truth  is,  that  thofe  of 
tke  black  plough  pay  for  their  fields  a  fon>of  tithe  in  natura ; 
I  fuppofe  we  fhould  call  it  fbccage. 

II  Yamtfhtfhiki. 

>  Yam  iigniiies  a  fort  of  place  provided  with  all  requifites 
for  the  keeping  in  readinefs  of  pofl-horfes,  which  they  mail 
provide. 

i  Dvortzovoiye. 

fupport 
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{apport  of  the  imperial  court  *  (not  to  the  «bi- 
net's  expences).  They  were  formerly  under  the 
great  court  chancery  f,  whence  they  have  their 
name.  But  this  being  fmce  aboliHied,  and  all 
thofe  eflates  and  boors  being  now  under  the  kame- 
ralhof,  the  fum  of  three  millions  is  annually  paid 
for  it  from  the  government-coffers:!;  to  the  court, 
or  rather  to  the  exchequer  §•  Neverthelefs  the 
boors  will  for  a  long  time  continue  to  bear  the 
old  name  of  dvortzovniye,  as  well  as  the  two  next 
following  forts  of  them.  6.  ||  Monaftery-boors, 
who  formerly  belonged  to  the  monafteries,  but 
now  every  where  in  Great,  battle,,  and  White 
Ruflia,  are  under  the  kameralhofs.  Properly, 
fpeaking  they  belong  to  the  article  that  imme- 
diately enfues.  7.  (Economy-boors  f  were  in. 
Great  Ruflia  thofe  boOi-s  who,  about  the  year  1764, 

*  It  was  ordered  by  Peter  I.  that  certain  boors  (hoald  pay 
their  taxes  (i)  at  his  coart  or.  other  of  his  palaces,  as  the  funds 
whereby  the  court  or  fuch  particular  palace  was  to  be  fupported. 
Of  this  kind  of  court -boors  are  thofe  enregiftered  at  Kaurinen- 
thal  near  Reval ;  the  caftle  at  Riga  has  alfo  five  thoufand  of 
them.  In  many  places  they  poflefs  no  lands,  but  maintain 
themfelves  by  various  kinds  of  mechanical  epiployments,  as 
carpenters,  bricklayers,  &c.  or  as  fiihermen.  Their  taxes  are 
received  by  the  kameralhof»  but  particularly  applied,  or 
direflly  fcnt  to  the  emprefs's  private  purfe. 

+  Glavnaya  dvortzovaya  kantzelyariya. 

}  Stacnoiye  kafnatiheiftvo.  §  Pridvomaya  kanto^a. 

I)  Monaflirikiye,  ^  Ekonofnitfheikiyc* 

(z)  Hetd-moaey  aad  obrok* 

were 
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were  taken  fh>m  the  monaileries  and .  churches, 
and  made  fubordinate  to  a  particular  college  of 
CBConooiy  erefcled  for  that  purpofe.  That  is  now 
aboliihed,  and  the  boors  are  under  the  kameral* 
hofe,  but  continue  to  bear  their  former  name. 
8.  Peltry- tribute-paying  boors  *  are  thofe  who 
deliver  their  tributes  in  peltry  or  furs ;  which  tri- 
bute is  termed  yafak ;  and  hence  thefe  latter  alfo 
preferve  their  antient  appellation  f. 
'  One  privilege  of  the  crown-boors,  which  foreign* 
ers  are  not  acquainted  with,  requires  to  b^  men^ 
tioned.  It  confifts  in  this,  that  they  may  buy  of 
noblemen  villages  and  lands^  with  the  vaflals  be- 
longing  to  them.  In  an  efpecial  ordinance  of  the 
late  emprefs,  of  Aug.  29,  1766,  it  is  faid :  '*  The 
boors  of  the  court-eftates  are  permitted  to  pur- 
chale  pf  the  adjacent  owners,  fmall  villages 
with  lands ;  paying  for  a  foul  not  more  than 
thirty  rubles ;  how^ever,  with  this  condition,  that 
the  court-boors  who  have  bought  the  faid  lands, 
"  either  for  their  own  qr  the  croAVTi's  money,  pay 
"  for  every  deliettine  J  of  land  one  ruble  twenty- 

*  Yafafluiuiye. 

t  The  yafaihnuiye,  the  monaftirfkiye,  &c.  are  therefore  ftill 
continued  in  the  ukafes,  of  which  the  general  regulation  for  the 
raifing  of  recruits  throughout  the  empire  affords  a  proof.  — All 
thefe  ruffian  expreflions  are  only  adje^ives^  uniformly  relating 
to  the  fubflantive  kreflyani,  boors. 

X  Throughout  Ruilia  all  ground  i&  eHimated  and  apportioned 
by  defyatines,  (or  dcfactines,)  each  eighty  fathom  long  and 
thirty  fethom  broad, 

''  five 


<c 

t 
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**  five  iDopceto,  Kjbftik  to  the  crbTm- "  In  tabthav 
<if  Juaiuary  U9y  17S9,  this  privily  is  extended  to 
odMsr  boott  and  tMntAik^.  That  th«fe  put>cliafe» 
life^wife  are  really  mude  is  fe^  Sn^m  an  uk«fe 
iflUi^  tdthefeuate  ki  November  1789,  comtamkig 
tiot  only  bbtnk  forRks  and  expknatkyns  for  the 
prid\4iicidl  g^^no^d  csMicernrng  this  nuitter,  but 
kljb  t^ro  lYiftances  apjiear  £rom  it^  lach  ^mrcluK^; 
one  at  Murauftanka,  in  the  fk^iti<k6i  diftri6);  of 
the  gowemtftent  of  Riaelkn ;  ^lete  a  defteWane  «iid 
Vl  .})alf  4^  !and  leas  bought,  with  the  bdors  up(m  it. 
(The  kametalhof  there  imjuire  of  the  fenatje  con- 
tsemiftg  this  pittrdiafe,  ^  they  fet  no  utility  to  th« 
tvoym  arifing  fw)m  it).  The  other  is  an  iii^fiasice 
t)f  the  feleft-^weti  -of  the  booi«  in  the  village  <rf 
Paryatiof  iti  the  govemiticiit  of  Y:kiiiflif,  vbo 
hoftight  of  a  itiajor's  lady,  a  boor  Vrith  his  wife,  and 
librae  land  contiguous  to  the  vilfege. 

If  foreigners  flioiiki  imagiti«  tfiat  the  ordering 
ttf  odnodvortzi  and  kozaks  into  other  parts,  or  the 
^rakititig  away  crown-bpors  as  an  heritable  fief  to 
ptivatje  perfons,  is  a  degradation  -of.  mankind, 
lowering  them  to  the  rank  of  beads  of  the  field  * ; 
they  ihould  recoUefl;,  that  in  all  empires,  and  at 
all  times,  whole  provinces,  with  the  whole  of  their 
inhabitants,  have  paffed  over  to  other  mafters,  not 
dtily  by  war,   conqueft",    marriage,    refignation, 

^  Some  tfavellcrs,  in  Aeir  accounts  of  Ruffia,  have  fkid, 
thtft  ia  that  e&ipire  the  peafancs  fcarcely  enjoy  the  rights  df 
cattle. 

treaty. 
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treaty,  aiul  tdbmietiitaiy  fa^qneAs,  hat  sQfb  i^ 
pardhcfe.  Aninftaaice  ctftbis  kftini^  bebrouj^ 
from  Grennany ;  where  it  hweli  kaovm (lie  mtp^ 
TOT  Chailes  IV.  purchaled  the  mark  of  Bftandeki^ 
burg  of  the  deStisr  Otho,  in  the  year  15755  «fa4 
4fee  emperor  Sii^iinund  fold  them  a^in  j^n  1417 1# 
Frederic  buiggraf  of  Nttienburg*.  TMs  may 
fcrve  to  fliew  at  leaft  that  t*ie  |)ra£tice  is  not  pecffts 
liar  to  RufTuu 

«.  CEcoKOMT-BOo^s.  Thek  belonged  formerlj^ 
to  the  biflK>ps,  churches^  and  monafleries ;  but 
were  taken  irom  them  in  the  year  17^4,  an^ 
placed  under  the  direftioii  of  a  college  of  ceco*- 
tiomy,  from  which  th^y  haVe  ever  foce  had  fheii' 
liame ;  and  are  now  ^ovi  mtach  the  (kme  footing 
with  the  crown-boors.  Being,  like  them,  trndef* 
the  iii^efiion  of  the  kameralhoft  and  economy- 
directors,  paying  particular  taxes  and  enjoying 
certain  privileges :  fo  they  no  longer  need  to  be 
diftinguifiied,  but  may  property  be  afibciated  Vifli 
the  crown-boors. 

S.  BooR3  OF  THE  MINES.  They  require  to  be 
paiticnlari^ed,  asfo  peculiarly  belonging  to  private 
mine-works,  that  they  can  never  be  feparated  from 
thein,  therefore  they  can  never  be  fold  or  exchanged 
apart,  though  they  aie  transferable  with  the  wotfcft 
to  another  mailen     However,  here  are  not  in- 

*  In  Uiis  iak  k  is  notorious  diat  noblemen*  burgisersj  and 
boors,  with  their  feveral  pofleflions,  were  included.  They  were 
all  fold  together. 

eluded 
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eluded  thofe^crown-boors  ^ho  are  tehned  ptipi^ 
niye,  and  are  attached  to  the  mine-works  folely 
for  working  out  their  head-^money.  Accordingly^ 
only  thofe  are  meant  who  a6l  as  mafter*workmeH, 
and  are  delivered  as  recruits  from  the  boors  belong* 
ing  to  the  crown  and  the  nobles }  but  aie  con* 
veyed  as  property  to  the  mine-proprietdrs,  yet  as 
infeparable;  from  the  works ;  and  the  proprietary 
mine-boors,  whom  the  crown  grants  of  its  valVals 
to  numbers  of  niine-o\^^ners,  who  have  no  boors 
belonging  to  them,  as  permanent  workmen,  yet 
in  fuch  manner  that  they  dwell  on  the  territory  of 
the  works,  belong  heritably  to  fuch  proprietary, 
{but  only  fo  long  as  he  is  mafter  of  the  works, ) 
and  mull  bring  up  their  children  folely  for  that 
mine-work. 

4.  NoBtE,  or  PRIVATE  BOOBS.  Several  au- 
thors, and  among  them  our  countryman  Perry, 
give  a  lamentable  account  of  their  condition.  It 
is,  however,  not  only  exaggerated,  but  almoft 
always  reprefented  in  too  general  b,  manner.  Thero 
are  indeed  lords  who  ftrain  their  exa^^ions  too  far, 
and  opprefs  their  vaffals ;  yet  this  can  only  be  faid 
of  thofe  who  require  too  great  and  too  various  tri- 
butes, or  of  fome  of  the  country-nobles,  particu- 
larly the  poorer  of  them,  whet  carry  on  the  farming 
bufinefs  themfclves,  or  leave  it  to  the  management 
of  fome  mercilefs  upravitel,  or  overfeer,  who  by 
Irirth  is  only  a  vaflal  himfelf.  Their  condition, 
indeed,  depends  entirely  on  the  humour,  or  caprice 

of 
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of  tbfeiv  lord  * ;  yet  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  d 
great  part  of  them,  efpecially  fuch  ^  as  .belong  tg 
wealthy  lord3,  who  require  neither  talk-fervicc  nor 
deliveries  of  produ6ls,  but  only  take  a  moderata 
obrok,  live  happily,  grow  rich,  and  would  hardly 
be  perfuaded  to  chslnge  their  condition  for  ^Hbat 
pafies  under  the  name  of  freedom,  but  is  com- 
monly nothing  more  than  a  brilliant  conceit.  As 
an  infiance  we  need  only  take  the  village  Boretfli, 
not  far  from  Mofco,  belonging  to  count  Vladimir 
Orlof,  and  which  may  be  vifited  by  any  traveller 
that  choofes.  There  every  cottage  nearly  rcfem- 
bles  a  little  hotel ;  the  people  go  dreffed  iu  filks, 
have  coftly  furniture  and  utenfils,  live  on  a  grand 
Icale,  and  entertain  fumptuouily  the  numerous 
ftrangers  that  vifit  them ;  they  keep  up  a  con- 
nexion not  only  with  merchants  in  the  adjacent 
towns,  but  inftead  of  agriculture  follow  garden- 
ing, from  wliich,  on  account  of  their  proximity 
to  Mofco,  they  derive  great  profits :  .  whereby 
they  are  enabled  to  live  as  they  do.  .  Neither 
mud  it  be  fuppofed  that  thefe  are  the  only  taflals 
that  live  in  affluence ;  as,  befidcs  the  rich  villages 
Ivanika  and  Pavloffki,  belonging  to  count  She- 
remetyef,  there  are  many  others,  which  efcape  the 
notice  of  foreigners  in  their  hafty  travels,  who 

•  The  fame  thing  happens  in  the  petty  principalities  of  Get- 
nany :  fome  of  the  princes  by  gentle  treatment  render  their 
fabjeds  happy,  whU^e  others  oppreis  them  by  uxes,  impolh, 
and  harih  methods* 

VOL.  li.  L  ii^m 
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firom  ftfmiei  j^r  ones,  aro.too  apfc  to  conclude*  dto 
aH ;  and  it  ia  not  fUrpriiiog  t^at,  irom  the  wretdiod 
looks  of  t3ie  Efthoniana,  they  ihould  be  led  into 
this  mifiake. 

The  dues  .to  their  lord  are  fettled  by  no  ]hwi) 
fiime  payithe.obtofc,  others  perform  taife-fewioe, 
or^  m  lietf  (Jf  it,  deliver  certain  pOrti^a^iof  Ham 
Bfttural  pi:Qdu6ls ;  from  others  ^gaia  aU^  thd^ar^d 
demanded;  how^pver,  the  ohrok  alone^  efpdeiiiUjff 
Inhere  the  lord  i^  rich,  is  the  moft  ufmi.  Maioiyt 
take,  for  every  inale  head  only  thme,  Ot^ra>  fifve^ 
and  fome,  irom  the  moil  opulent  of  thair  boor^^ 
twenty-five  rubles^  or  ere^  moie.~Tli«lfo  wh<i 
fare  the  worftare  the  private  boors  who  a2«<^Hge4 
to  perform  tafk4ervice,  inr  lieu  of  the.  durob;^  at 
the  mlne-vorks  of  their  lord,  which  may  lie  at-  a 
great  diAance ;  and  perhaps  the  leng^  of  the 
way  is  not  at  all  confidered  ^ 

For  thi^  ttfefiilnefs  of  fubje6ls,  which  brings  th^ 
government  fo  many  important  produds,  at  the 
fame  time  giving  energy  to  the  army  and  navy^ 
and  contributing  the  moll  to  the  public  revenues* 
not  much  care  had  been  taken  during  the  fondei: 
reigns,  though  the  intereft  of  the  fovereign  and 
the  empire  fo  effentially  required  it.  Even  Peter  J. 
engaged  as  he  was  in  fo  many  important  undert 
takings,  could  perhaps  find  no  time  for  properly 

*  Thus  profeilbr  Pallas  tells  us,  that  fome  of.Mr.  DemidoPf 
boors  have  above  fix  hundred  verfb,  or  about  Src  hundred 
cQgIifh.ixiiIes>  to  go  to  work  at  their  mafier's  iroa  works. 

attend* 
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aktencfing  tf>  tfck  cdgc^  So  mucfc^  llifrmom 
neftly^was  it  taken  up  by  ^  l^ta  tmpm&i  A  k 
foikfiig'  proof  of  in  iar  foeB^  in  Her  il^w^limK  for  . 
the  code  of  lavs  * ;  wh^rdor  Ihe-  not  oc^yr  prttfo 
the  Japanefe  for  the  zoaxxm  adopted  by  tkfsnt  thlit 
iisrvants  ought  aot  to  h&  too  hariUy  tres^edt  W  if 
readily  kads  te  rofiilaace t ;  but  ihe  deefatnteK^ 
preftly  J  hcT  diflatisftflioii  at  theMerttrity  wiA 
which  this  inferior  cla£b  is  fometimes  treated: 
^^  However^  it:  cannot  bfi  denied  (%s  the  ern^ 
**  prdi)  that  they  ace  at  times  much  oppoefied.'^ 
And  then  dedarea  it  to  be  her  Mriih.  and  her  iacli- 
nation  that  vai&iage  fhould  be  aboliilied ;  but,  if 
tliis  fiiouM  meet  Avith  ofailacles,  yet  that  the  con^ 
ditioB  of  the  boors  might  be  bettered^  ajid  all 
oppre£ve  dmfrs  fiopped.  Not  contested  boiw^evcr^ 
with  exprefiing  her  wiihea^  ihe  did  a^ually  adopt 
fisveral  meafiu^es  to  effbdruate  her  benevolent  dif^ 
pofitions,  by  infiituting  a  regufatr  tribunal  lor  the 
boons,  enth^ly  chofcn  out  of  titeir  own  beefy ;  de  - 
Uvering  the  boors  at  the  mines  fftMin  oppreffiou ; 
appointing  overfaers  and  guardians  to  prevent 
every  fpeciea  of  violence,  &€.  and  oft  every  occar 
fioa  reeommeniding  gentlenefe  and  hMoauity,  of 
which  jSie  herfelf  fet  &  great  an  example.  M  la 
not  to  be  bro^ht  about  at  on^c^  e(pec3S%  in 

^  Ilrfkradioas,  fed.  xcS. 

i*  A  Tory  imporlaBt  hist,  and  highly  ddecruif  6f  ooafikpi 
ntion. 

X  Inftnid.  part  ii.  bSL  iii.  p.  JL90  at&q% 

LSh  matters 
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matters  where  the  antient  prerogatives  of  the  nobi- 
lity demand  a  difcreet  rcfped. 

It  was  probably  in  confequence  of  this  imperial 
declaration,  that  the  free  (Economical  fociety  at 
SL  Peteriburg,  a  few  years  fmce  propofed  the  im- 
portant political  queftion :  Whether  it  woiild  be 
proper  to  abolifli  vaflalage  in  Ruflia,  with  a  prize 
for  the  moft  fatisfaftory  anfwer  ?  The  fociety  re- 
ceived paj^crs  in  the  french  language  from  feveral 
candidates;  one,  extolling  liberty,  but  advifing 
great  caution  in  the  introducing  of  it-  Another 
Frenchman  *  fent  an  elegant  differtation,  which, 
with  all  its  beauties  of  didion,  was  found  imprac- 
ticable :  it  was  like  an  alarm-bellf,  recommending 
the  immediate  difFufion  of  liberty  throughout  the 
country.  On  this  fubje6l  a  great  variety  of  mat- 
ters come  into  confideration.  For,  to  mention 
only  a  few,  it  is  well  known  that  the  crown  is  not 
Willing  to  interfere  direftly  in  concerns  between 
the  nobles  and  their  boors,  when  the  rights  of  the 
former  may  come  in  coUifion:  fecondly,  the 
Crown-boor,  while  he  continues  fuch,  feels  his 
vaffalagc  but  little,  if  at  all :  thirdly,  many  vaf- 
fals  live  more  happily  than  if  they  were  free.  Let 
us  only  compare  the  fubftantial  and  fometimes 
opulent  ruffian  boor  with  the  peaiantiy  of  fome 

*  Probably,  Marmontel,  at  lead  from  the  captivating  ftyle 
and  other  oharaaeriitics,  he  was  generally  held  to  be  the  au. 
thor. 

f  This  was  the  title  to  the  manuTcript. 

J »  other 


other  countries,  needy  and  chiihed  imder  taxes, 
while  they  boaft  of  their  liberty,  Fourflxly,  if 
liberty  fhould  be  fuddenly  and  generally  intrcj- 
duced,  it  muil  be  done  by  an  edi£l :  but  wbitt 
confufion  would  not  hence  arife,  as  the  people  • 
have  no  idea  of  liberty  but  by  its  c6nne6ti(m  wi^ 
licentioufnefi?  fifthly,  the  boor  muft  always  pay 
taK«;  if  ttey  be  moderate,  he  nuty  ftill  live  coni- 
fortably  in  his  way;  whether  we  call  him  vafla|, 
or  even  (lave,  for  the  name  fignifies  nothing. 
Even  the  ta(k-works  are  often  eafier  than  tl^ 
heavy  fums  that  are  paid  for  every,  artiole  of  life 
by  taXiCs  in  many  countries.  Sixthly,  ^it  has  beeji 
remarked,  that  by  talk-works  more  produ^s  are 
gained,  efpecially  mth  ^eat  land-owners.  Sc« 
venthly,  the  introduftion  of  liberty  might  be  veiy 
prgudicial,  not  only  to  the  mine- works,:  buf  alfo 
to  agriculture ;  nay,  it  already  appears  that,  bjy 
extending  the  obrok,  in  fcveral  diftri6^s  the  latt§r 
has  fuffered  a  decline.  Eighthly,  what  fliould 
the  boor  do  with  liberty  if  he  be  forbidden  to  pof- 
fefs  heritable  property  ♦  ?  &c.  If,  as  was  done  in 
the  late  reign,  care  be  taken  to  prote6l  the  pea- 
santry againft  oppreffors,  and  fome  bounds  be  fet 
to  the  power  of  the  nobles ;  if  the  utmoft  endea- 
vours be  ufed  to  keep  the  taxes  moderate,  and  the 

•  It  might  indeed  be  gradually  permitted  him,  biit  it  wodid 
be'attended  with  a  thoufand  difficulties,  efpecially  in  regard  \o 
iht  noble-hoors. 

L  3  Hope 

3 
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lidpe  df  irang^dBiowed  boldly  to  poflbfi  iome  pro- 
pGi^^  though  it  be  only  fyeriboa],  be  nt^  defi^tbd, 
i^iA  ratber  tftablfibod ;  thfeh  bvek  \ht  ^tfhl  aiay 
^Ibm*  dWitenttefl  ajid  hippy  in  his  ImmUe  Jiabita* 
titth.  AiA  m  i)adh^9od  dreamdifnoes  reiy  masx^ 
iSfftlm  hixas  b^hAgmg  to  tbe  Cronn  iuiid  the  no- 
'Ktes  ^ftcally  «c  Ihrn  1W3S  fteridetdfy  boccmikiig 

ui^?f<!(]  miy  -di^layeil  her  oniM'^esried  sttention  to 
|H^^)Motk  thie  if^elfare  cf  the  c}d&  of  lotfq^  Ea:- 
imipfles  wete  not  waMing  iinderiier^idlnmiftmtioii, 
of  n6Ueit)i^^  b^n^  bardu|^t  to  :feve9e4icacoiiiitfbr 
crorfties  exerclfeA  on  thefa*  iwcflkk-*,  '  ladeedthe 

^'tfrany  iirjlb  re^u}Mi(fi;is  tiMt  ^ad  becta  ifaade,  sund 
tucre^Imaiciug  tt>the  ebd  ^f  htr >])d[^, ,  !i:pesed 

*<a  flrife  'pro%^:f»r  ifutoritjr* 

^     5tt<5bndudmg1JiiB-»tticte,  it  >uwy  lie  ioWfervtd, 

i5%y^i^born  of /a  taffiiL:^.    "By  Mie  dcombtn 


•  •*•■ 


^ 


^.  *  'A  ^>^^i>^.  noblmngny  ivith  *hii  lady,  have  ^eon  cenfixMd 
for  fcycral  years  paft  i|i  a  place  on  Ae  idtore  *of  the  Baltic,  for 
having,  both  of  titem,  exercifed  much  ^rutlt^m'the  ChtfiUA-!- 

■  iricnt'of  thdr  Va/feh.  --^he  very  fMty  rf  ^c  loj^,  without 

'  ttvy  dihor  tAdtive^  Ihould  r^fltftin  hflu  ^m  fod^ 'behavitiiir  to 
litt  IMCtple,  Whenctnee  they  aie  eaiagtd  they'  fet  no  bounds 
to  their  fury;  it  has  not  unfreqaently  happened  that  a  too 

'  loftere  Ifuidlgrd,  or  iiis  no  lefs  imprudent  bailifFj,  has  been 
iniferatdy  -mtirdered  by  the  boors. 

.f  InLivoniji,  the  laws  mention  fome  oth^rw^ys ;  however 
HgBj  pfc  rddQm  h^ard  of  ^\  pref^nt,    Ther^  have  been  cafes, 

where 
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law  of  Livonia  eveiy  child  born  of  an  unmarried 
female  vaflal  belongs,  without  regard  to  the  fa- 
ther, to  the  efiate  where  it  is  bom.  Peter  I.  how- 
ever, by  an  ukafe  in  1716^  ordained,  that  fuch  a 
child  ihall  be  free  if  a  free  man  have  cauied  it  to 
i>e  baptifed  in  his  name,  as  father. 


free  people  or  their  children  have  been  fold  for  Ta&b  ; 
yet  the  tribanals  grant  them  reliefs  at  leaft  the  latter,  when 
tkey  come  to  denand  their  freedom. 
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BOOK    V. 

THE    GOVERNMENT    OF    THE     EMPIRE^    OR    THE 

MONARCH. 

The  importance  and  the  variety  of  the  objefla^ 
that  fall  under  this  title,  demand  a  particular  di- 
vifion  of  our  work.  But,  in  order  to  bring  into 
fome  fort  of  arrangemeiit  the  obfervations  that 
naturally  occur^  fome  whereof  may  be  confidered 
as  mere  fuppofitions,  and  o^ers  as  only  quef* 
tions* ;  we  fliall  reduce  them,  without  much  fol- 
licitude  in  the  choice,  under  fevend  heads. 

*  At  this  the  reader  will  not  be  fafprifed  if  he  confider  that 
this  matter  has  been  bat  iittje  agiuted ;  and  that  the  inquirer 
nuft  frequently  meet  with  obfcarities,  which  probably  will 
mver  be  quite  cleared  ap» 

SEC- 
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SECTION    I. 

The  SucctJfwtL 

RtnssiA,  as  far  ttpwwds  as  WSory  -reaches,  %m 
ever  been  an  hereditary  empire.  For,  though 
Rurik,  on  being  called  to  the  throne,  did  not 
afcend  it  on  this  exprefe  condition*,  yet  it  was 
filled  by  his  defcendants  till  the  race  became  ex- 
tind;  that  is,  according  to  ,the  ufual  computa- 
tion, from  about  the  year  '862  to  1598.  Such  an 
uninterrupted  fucceffion,  againft  which  the  nation 
never  manifefted  the  flighleft  (JbjeiSlion,  be  it 
founded  as  it  may,  is  of  greater  validity  than 
the  moft  folemn  compa6);,  and  ihould  be  confidered 
•6  thk  ackiKMrlsdged  conftibitioB  tof  idie  M^tafort. 
ifbejficQple,  at  laaA  tlKnxQftieidigtileO^daf  ^thttB> 
fem^  it  conTienknt  :ai;id  falutMy,  fs  xf^^nf^^soig 
ihe  confiifions  .^nd  xetlamitace  ifai^  i^ilfe  ^^^  ^e* 
Imd.  ulcooTiMngly,  jafter  the  jextunfiioA  ef  ^ 
noe  loi  SUirii^  at  was  mfloreii  with  idl  il^  <£ipHWe  im 
flnoriurdyiurffy.  For,  whtu  Mil^lft  rFeiN^ero* 
vitch  lUmaaof  a&etidfid  thjc  thMHB  in  ^^^  % 
charter  was  executed  confirmiqg  it  to  him  and 


^  Records  -whkfi  migfit  here  ht  cotifiilted  to 
Dm  hntmii>  and  petbtps  are  net  in  l>eing.    l^ke  ttyddvit 
ehe  empire  have  been  fearched  in  Tatn  •  Ar '«€«Miits  Of^a^'iir 
more  modern  date* 

att 


dl  ins  fo&onty^;  bj  whidi  aft  >Ratta ivhs  ibJit 
&miai:mBXixBsr  declaxed  a  real  imr^^ata^  idixafiim. 

9 

Ttft  occafional  modifimtionB  of  thk  hsredituy 
Sf^tff  finscsffion  may  be  fiippcfed^irQm^vtVBttf 
immdB^  to.b&  f(nff(kly  redudUe  feom 
nods,  ef|>eda%  «  liifiory,  vbidi  might  M  fw^ 
as  a  guide,  relates  events  whence  many  idocditb 
igA  wm^rtdinttias  arfie.  The  fim  does  not  idways 
ammeAistbdy  Succeed  to  his  &tfaer  in  the  gorerac- 
iBieQt :  one  exampie  of  this^  among  others,  i»  ik 
Ibe  girazid  ponce  Vkdiikiir  VfeKrolodcmOch,  vSio^ 
lijriiig  jn  J1S5,  tras  fucoeeded  by  his  threeifaas  m 
ibe  aidtr  txf  tfaeir  birth ;  only  the  tiiii-d,  aaxao^r 
Valftlefia^  xeigned  at  laft  for  feme  time  oasgt>intif 
wtb  tibe  ifon  of  his  brother.    It  lias  fFeqiieitf%' 

r 

liappeM^  tbat  the  fons  dP  the  deceafed  gratid 
(prifiuee  }iavie  txmtended  for  the  throne  with  their 
imdes.  'HcmdvtT,  in  early  times  a  great  regand 
iras  psdd  to  fefiiority;  thus  Sviastopolk  in  1098 
mounted  the  throne,  as  the  ddeft  of  the  reigniiig 
family.  Therefore  when  Peter  I.  wanted  to  intro- 
<dtice  fome  alteration  in  the  antient  rule  of  fuccef- 

'^  This  appeats  ftom  Schlfl^tzor's  hi&orical  enquiry,  p.  lo. 
"V^ere  it  is  aifo  fhewn  that  die  original  is  among  the  archiyes  of 
the  empire*  as  that  profeflbr  (aw  it  there.  The  qoeftion,  whe« 
iher  (hey  who  executed  it  were  authorized  an4  comlniffioned  ta 
•^t  purpofe,  or  whether  they  reprefonted  the  nation*  is  nothiiig 
10  the  buiinefs,  as  the  latter  approved  of  tt»  at  leaft  by  their 
41eBce ;  ami  this  Jier84itvy  ngbt  was  already  fe^en  bandrad 
years  old. 

fion, 
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/ion,  he  was  obliged  to  add  fharp  menaces  to 
his  declaration ;  and  yet  great  diffatisfadion  was 
ih^wn  on  the  occafion,  though,  even  by  that  ordi- 
nance the  original  fucceffion  was  not  deftroyed; 
and  though  there  was  no  law  in  being  to  regu- 
late the  fucceffion,  at  leaft  none  that  is  now 
known. 

The  hiftory  of  the  eighteenth  century  *  fliews  that 
the  crown  devolves  dn  either  fex  without  diftinc- 
tion;  fo  that,  though  we  fee  in  the  family  of 
I^ter  I.  the  male  heir  at  times  to  have  precedence, 
it  is  not  an  abfolute  pre-eminence  over  the  females, 
fmcc  Catharine  I.  did  not  govern  as  regent  during 
the  minority  of  her  kinfman,  but  was  acknow- 
ledged as  next  heir  in  quality  of  confort  to  the 
•defunft  emperor,  and  acceded  to  the  throne  as 
emprefs  in  preference  to  her  kinfman f.  Some  do 
not  fcruple  to  affirm  that  Ruflia  has  ahvays  been 
the  happieft  and  has  always  increaicd  in  .power 
and  authority  under  a  female  reign, 

*  To  attempt  going  farther  back  into  remoter  periods  would 
be  fruitlefs,  as  moil  of  the  events  of  thofe  times,  for  want  of  a 
regular  hiftory^  are  by  much  not  fufficientl}r  known  or  unfolded. 
For  this  reafon  nothing  is  here  faid  of  the  grand  duchefs  Olg^ 
of  the  tenth  century,  &c. 

i  The  Chinefe  muft  have  been  but  little  acquainted  with 
the  european  forms  of  government,  as  well  as  with  the  anp- 
tient  hi&ory  of  Periia,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  aflonifhioent 
expreiTcd  at  this  by  their  great  officers  of  ilate :  but  they  were 
foon  taught  better. 

We 


•<t' 


*  We  team  fi-om  hiftory  that  fomethnea  the  mo* 
lorch  has  been  elefted.     It  tvas  by  eleftion  that 
VaffiUi  Vaffillievitch  the.  Blind  was  feated  on  the 
throne.     But  the  lateft  inftance  of  this  was  when 
the  crown  was  offered  to  the  dowager  duchefs, 
afterwards  emprefs  Anne.     By  her  father  fhe  had 
fome  right  to  it,  but  by  far  not  the  neareft,  as 
her  elder  lifter  was  fall  alive,  and  the  teftament  of 
Catharine  I.  was  againft  her.     But  who  were  the 
eleftors,  or  rather  who  have  the  right  of  ejeftion, 
and  in  What  cafcs,  we  have  no  other  means  of 
difcovering  than   by  fearching  into  hiftory  for 
events  of  that  nature,  and  thence  to  form  what 
conclufions  we  are  able,  fince  there  is  no  written 
law  upon  the  fubjeft.     Without  going  up  to  the 
reign  of  a  Ilurik  for  ti*aniaftions  veiled  in  obfcu- 
rity,  the  hiftory  of  the  middle  age  takes  notice 
of  the  grand  duke  Vaffilli  Vaflillievitch  the  Blind, 
>7ho  in   1425  took  the  reins  of  empire,    being 
placed  on  the  grand  princely  throne  at  the  unani- 
mous requeft  of  the  mofcovite  people,  M'^ith  the 
concurrence  of  all  the  princes,    as  alfo  of  the 
clergy*.     It  feemed  neceflary  to  mention  this, 
bccaufe  here  certain  eleftors  are  fpecified,  namely, 
people,  princes,  and  clergy ;  in  which,  however^ 
fcveral  doubts   and  difficulties  occur.      BefidcS, 

*  So  Lomonofof  exprefsly  lays  In  his  compcnclious  annals  of 
tl'ie  ruiTun  fovereigns.  I  take  him  for  a  guide,  on  the  fuppoil- 
(loti  that  he  has  drawn  from  authentic  fources.  It  is  impofUblc 
to  quote  oriKin^ls  on  thi»  fubjedt* 

this 
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ffti9  event  bde0g»  net  properly  t6  thii»  plaee^*  as 
timt  gmnd  pitnc^  demanded  the  gdverament  '^ 
fight  o#  fiicceffioB,  and  the  h^rde  had  at  tliat 
time  great  influraee.  Examples  ought  to  be 
tJB^en  Acm  thefe  time&  wb^n  the  nation  was  et^ 
tifely  iree^  add  undnr  no  foreign  ipfiuence  what^ 
erer.  Such  aa  when  Boris  Feodopevitch  Oodunoi^ 
in  1598,  waa  feated  on  the  throne  *^  by  the  peo*- 
*'  pie*  and  the  boyars;'*  and  on  his  death,  in 
1604,  his  fon  Feodor  Borifevitch  Godunof,  "  by 
**  all  ranks  of  the  mofcovite  people.**  Shortly 
after  this,  VaffiUi  IvanovitcK  Zniihoi  was  ele^ed 
tzarf.  During  his  reign  fome  difcontented'  boyars 
ele^ed  Vladiflaf,  a  polifh  prince,  to  be  their  fo* 
vereign,  but  without  effeft  J.  In  the  year  1615 
Mikhaila  Feodorovitch  Romanof  acceded  to  the 
throne  by  unanimous  ek6iion  '^  in  a  genei-al  af- 
**  feinbly  of  the  boyars  and  the  other  eftates  of 
**  the  country,"  yet  partly  alfo  as  a  near  relation 

*  Lomonofof,  p.  57.  Anotlicr  hiftorian  fwfs,  that  tke  people 
aUnoft  forced  him  on  the  throae.  But  here  neither  tbeprince^ 
wr  the  clerg/  are  mentioned  33  eledkors :  the  former  perhaps 
are  incladed  among  the  bo}rars. 

t  Here  Lomonofof  does  not  at  all  fpecify  who  the  eleflors 
were ;  probably  becaofe  the  authoricies  he  confulted  are  filent 
apon  it.  •^  It  is  well  known  they  were  all  three  rdated  to 
the  tzarian  family,  extinA  in  the  male  line. 

t  The  above-mentioned  eledlions  fhcw,  that>  with  the  rela^ 
tions  of  the  reigning  family,  drangers  and  native  or  foreign 
princes  came  into  coniideration. 

to 
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t9  thr  tzacmr  Arn^^  now  extnA  Bi  thet  aioM* 
IflAtage;  a»^  aJfe  ioL  vittue;  of  n^aoiiataoi^    IgiC' 

Now  the  firft  queftion  is,  who  are  we  to  uli<fer« 
ftmi  h^  tte  peopte  ?    Lomoncdbf  ipeal^  pciiuri* 
pi^  q€  the  mofoovite  people^  wbsch  i&aa  ear 
pnfton  .€i  gteai  ambiguity ;.  ibr  hi  mirp  denote  the> 
biirg^Ml^taf  tin^oity  of  Mo£bov^  exiilufiveUfr ;.  fanb 
dirokifr  ipuftj  basre  been  previOuAy  a.  citji:  i^  a«i^ 
h»  or  praohnrntsaa  i»  fuch^  right  of  elefiioa 
gptfilcid-tx>;ik;  whereas  to  other  cities  (feverai  at 
nhioh  ve&r  more  antient)  thia  right  has  bee^L^ 
given*     But  it  may  likewife  fignify  all  the  people 
rf  flte  whole  empire,  which  is  fometimes  denomi-. 
'nated  from  its.  metropolis :  however,  it  is.  not  t^ 
be  imagined,  that  the  diftant  tfibas  and  people 
nsm  evo!  c^led.  ta  aft.  eledipB.     LaiHy,  by  tiiis;. 
tfiPHL  iMy  he  hftpKied  only  the  chief  nation,  that 
Wbich  is  properly  ruffian :  yet  certainly  the  coun- 
try-folks,   the  moft  numerous  of  all,    were  no^ 
confultod  oa  thefe  important  occaiiQiis.     Confer 
qwtilijr,  *ac  mttft  fwppofe  k  to  have  refted  with 
fettle  *j  who  took  the  bufineft  upon  them,  or  wha 
had  the  cdnfidence  of  the  nation ;  and  then,  a& 
the  people  approved  of  their  choice,  at  leafi:  hy 
tbe2r  &\ewi^  it  rmiglit  properly,  be  laid  that  tliey* 

*  Itwcmlithc  difficult  ta  afctfvtaift  them;  ire.mnil  undootof 
tilf  feek  them  among  the  following^  as  the  arcUiirv  of  che 
€»pirt  afford  no  light  on  the  fuhjefl.. 

eleded. 
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eleded*.  Befides,  as  it  often  happens  on  like 
occafions,  the  people  of  tlie  capital,  or  the  Mof- 
coviteS)  under  the  condu£l  of  a  few  forward  and 
leading  men,  might  have  greatly  contributed 
to  it  f. 

2dly,  The  princes  here  fpoken  of  feem  to  have 
been  either  of  that  clafe  who  were  aftenvards 
called  boyars,  or  they  who  poffefled  their  par- 
titioned principalities.  Of  the  latter  we  find  it 
faid  by  a  ruffian  hiilprian ;{;,  that,  fubfequent  to 
the  death  of  Mftiilaf,  they  had  arrogated  to  them- 
felves  fo  much  power,  that  they  looked  upon  the. 
grand  prince  as  their  equal,  and  allowed  him  no 

*  WhJt  is  done  by  fome  few,  if  not  contradi^ed  by  the  Tpft, 
is  frequently  and  not  improperly  confldered  as  done  by  all. 
Thus  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  in  her  firft  m^nifefto  might  jnilty 
iay»  that  all  good  fubjeds  had  wilhed  her  to  moant  the  pater- 
nal throne.  And  the  emprefs  Anna  might,  without  addacing 
other  reafons,  annul  the  eleflion-capitulation  fhe  had  fignedj 
iince  fhe  regarded  herielf  as  heirefs  to  the  crown>  and  was  pe* 
titioned  to  annul  it  by  a  number  of  confiderable  noblemen*  in 
the  name  of  the  people. 

'  f  In  the  fucceeding  revolutions  the  populace  of  the  reli- 
dence»  being  fet  in  motion,  have  fometimes»  aided  by  fome 
foldiers  of  the  guards,  made  themfclves  of  confequence.  And, 
indeed,  how  eafy  is  it  for  a  few  adive  perfons,  by  prefents, 
promifes,  artful  reports,  and  above  all  by  the  pretence  of  dan- 
ger to  religion,  to  lead  the  rabble  at  their  pleafure ;  fo  that  they 
may  be  inftrumental  to  revelations  and  other  purpofes,  though 
perhaps  fcarcely  ten  perfons  cf  them  all  know  any  thing  of 
what  is  intended  I  Happy,  when  Aich  fcenes  pafs  off  without 
difturbance ! 

$  Tatifchtfchef. 

pre- 
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precedence  except  what  his  title  gave  him.  Such 
princes  have  long  fincc  been  no  more  feen  in 
Ruffia;  but  when  VaffiUi  Vaffillievitch  the  Blind 
was  €io6ted  they  were  ftill  in  being.  The  pref^nt 
nmntroua  ftock  of  princes  are  no  legitunate  deLe-* 
gates  of  the  people,  nor  ever  were  authorized  to 
proceed  to  fo  important  an  ele6lion,  and  have  no 
pre-eminence  over  the  reft  of  the  nobles. 

3.  Tkkd  olergy,  at  in  other  empires  and  king^ 
doma,  foni^d  alfo  in  Ruffia  numerous  opportunities 
fitfmerly  of  acquiring  great  influenoe  and  author 
rity*.  Accordingly,  we  are  informed  b/TatiA 
chtfeiief,  that  in  the  difaibrous  periods  of  the  em « 
pire,  the  people  flicwod  more  reverence  io  them 
thfin  to  their  princes ;  by  which  tiiiey  .got  fo  &i 
the  afcendiAt,  that  taax  Alexey  Mikhaibvitch  was. 
pifvent^i  from  making  the  full  uie  of  his  power^ 
by  the  ambitious  patri^ardi  Nikon.  Accordingly 
it  muft  have  been  a  very  eafy  matter  for  th^ 
dsfgv,  dpecialfy  for  the  higher  orders  of  them^ 
to  mix  in  the  affair  of  eledlions,  and  to  lead  the 
fubmiffive  people  to  theijr  purpofes.  Noa:  was 
this  impropriety  entirely  annihilated  till  the  tioif 
(^  ^eter  the  Great,  who  confined  the  ekrgy  ia 
tiMsr  proper  department 

^  As  ia  other  countriesj  fo  in  Ruilia,  Aey  had  a  Httte  more 
kijowiedge  than  the  l^ity ;  hen^e  tht 7  ac^^ired  accei(s  and  in- 
fluence. In  aid  of  this  perhaps  now  and  then  fttpejftilion  and 
conning  were  made  to  pky  their  parts. 
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4.  The  boyars  have  been  already  occafibnally 
mentioned.  It  only  remains  to  be  remarked, 
that  though  they  are  always  fpoken  of  in  hiftory 
as  perfons  of  diftinftion,.  yet  it  exprelsly  mentions 
that  they  received  their  dignity  fi-om  the  fovereign 
alone,  that  it  was  entirely  pcrfonal,  and  by  no 
means  defccnded  from  father  to  fon*.  Hence 
it  is  apparent  that  it  depended  folely  on  the  will 
of  the  monarch,  whether  he  would  have  many  or 
few  boyars,  or  whether  he  would  let  them  alto- 
gether die  away.  Confequently  they  can  never 
be  conlidered  as  native  privileged  deputies  of  the 
people  t,  nor  as  perfons  who  could  curb  the  power 
of  the  fovereign,  or  refift  him  in  the  undue  exer- 
tions of  it  Only  on  favourable  occafions  they 
grew  more  bold  and  affuming,  and  fought  to  ex- 
tend their,  confequence.  It  has  before  been  fliewn' 
that  they,  with  the  principal  clergy,  conferred  a 
fpecies  of  nobleffe  on  particular  perfons ;  and  Ta- 
tifchtfchef  mentions,    that,  upon  the  depofitioii 

*  As  a  proof  of  this  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  life  of 
coant  Scheremetof,  publiihed  in  Dohjn's  Materials ;  where  we 
find,  p.  403,  that  Nikita  Scheremetof  dying  asboyar  in  1566, 
his  only  (on  Peter  was  raifed  to  the  fame  dignity,  whofe  fecond 
Con  Vaflilli  was  likewife  made  boyar  in  164I4  and  again  his  fon 
l^eter  in  1659. 

f  What  the  word  boyar  or  boyarin  properly  tneai^  I  can- 
not  precifely  afcertain.  In  the  dldionaries  it  is  made  to  implj 
a  lord>  a  perfon  of  quality,  a  nobleman.  In  a  note  upoa 
Raicewich's  obfervations  on  Moldavia^  it  peculiarly  denotes  a 
foldier. 
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of  tzar  Zuiikoi,  feven  boyars,  and  efpecially  three 
of  them^  had  ufui*ped  fo  much  authority,  that 
they  brought  great  diftrefs  upon  the  empire.  At 
the  drawing  up  of  the  Uloflienie,  as  we  gather 
from  its  preamble,  they,  with  the  heads  of  the 
^^^^gy^  were  confulted  upon  it;  yet  probably 
only  35  privy-counfellors,  fince  they  were  generally 
noticed  as  fuch  in  the  ukafes.  But,  in  order  to' 
prevent  any  farther  ufurpations  and  miftakes,  an' 
order  was  iffued  in  1701  by  Peter  I.  that  they 
ihould  no  longer  be  mentioned  at  all  in  ukafes. ' 
From  the  great  authority  they  enjoyed,  and  from 
the  defire  of  extending  it,  fo  natural  to  man,  we 
are  eafily  led  to  prefume,  that  they  aded  the' 
foremoft  parts  in  thefe  eledions,  if  they  were  not 
the  prime  managers  of  them:  they  doubtleis 
thought  themfelves  the  firft  perfonages  after  the 
fovereign  and  the  privileged  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  efpecially  of  all  the  reft  of  the  nobility ; 
and  this  feems  to  be  the  reafon  why  the  latter  are 
not  named  among  the  eleftors. 

5.  The  eftates  of  the  mofcovite  people,  and  the 
eftates  of  the  country.  —  What  kind  of  people 
and  clafTes  are  here  meant,  I  cannot  pretend  to 
fay,  if  they  differ  from  thofe  already  mentioned. 
Legitimate  national  eftates,  having  an  authority 
derived  from  compad  or  privileges,  (according  to 
the  common  import  of  the  term  in  fome  other 
empires,)  are  not  known  in  liuflia;  nor  could 
they  ever  have  exifted  there,  as  the  power  of  the 
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ibvereign  wm  originally  and  hn  always  been  uor^ 
Hxnite^.  One  might  almoft  venture  to  affirm^ 
tiiiat,  by  tl)^  eftat^Ss,  as  decora,  arc  principidljr 
meant  tbe  boyars  aad  the  clergy^  who  ajipear 
Rominally  as  Aich,  and  often  had  great  influeocek 
Perhap9  ro9^  of  the  courtierB  and  the  neighboiu- 
lug  nobilky^  might  have  joined  with  thcm^  aa 
well  a$  other  eaterprifing  perfpna^  and  efpeciatiijr 
the  people  of  the  refidence  * ;  other  towiiis  wb<i(e 
eon^qaelice  was  not  very  grea^  we  ^re  certaw 
i^eithj^r  ^pfmntci  nor  rec^ired  any  ele^i(m*4a^ 
]^tids.  JjotoQuofofy  indeed)  i^eaks  oi  a  gen^nbl 
afiei^hly  of  liational-eftates ;  but  i$  \rould  be.  eac^ 
tremely  dafficult  to  give  any  tfrievable  i^nie  to  tbia 
expreffion  if  we  would  extend  the  UnuCs  of  £acIi  4 
convention  beyond  the  above-mentioned  perf<iBS 
in  the  neighbouriiood  of  MofcQ.  For,  afchoi^h 
feme  traces  of  confiderable  affemblies  do  appesar 
Iki  hifiory  f ;  yet,  at  leall  in  thofe  turbulent  ami 

*  All  thefe  are'  mere  furmifes.  The  ads  and  records  of 
thefe  elcAions,  perhaps  amon^  the  archives  of  the  empire» 
alone  coold  plettt  this  A'attei-  ki  k  proper  lights  if  they  were 
but  knowxL 

t  Not  to  touch  here  <m  what  Neftor  tells  -  ns  of  Rnrik*» 
eleAiotiy  ill  which  obfcnrities  aboand,  I  fhali  only  quote  what 
Tatifchtfchef  mentions^  that  komanus,  pmce  of  HalitcK*  in- 
tended to  hold  a  diet,  to  which  he  ihvited  all  the  princes;  bat 
titey  did  not  cdme ;  ahd  th^  Ivan  the  Qreat  caitfed  a  law  to  be 
eiOiifimied  in  a  diet.  —  At  the  ^oippilk^  of  the  Ulofiienie  thct 
boyars  and  clei;gy  (cum  iq  have  beea  aifembled ;  but  not  in  % 
diet.  The  two  latter  had  a  legitimate  chieJF  in  the  perTon  of 
the  fovereign. 

1  ftonny 
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^bMi^  tilnd^,  abbut  the  year  1613,  when  the 
ilmilf  tf  Hemai^of  was  eleded  to  the  fucceffion, 
a  eonrocirtkm  of  deftion-deputies  out  of  the  em- 
igre U  not  to  be  imagracd ;  and  if  they  were  ac- 
tually aflfemblcd,  it  would  have  been  nothing 
nwre  than  an  anarchical  mob,  as  having  no  law- 
M  prefident  or  fpring  of  a6Hon ;  confequently  no 
other  eleftion  was  to  be  expe^ed,  than  what  iome 
enterprifing  men,  with  violence,  or,  by  bribes  and 
perfuiafions,  brought  about 

Ia  the  former  half  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
It  feemed  as  if  the  council  held  itfelf  authorifed  to 
take  an  a&ive  part  in  the  eleftion  of  the  emprefe 
Anna  \  Indeed  it  is  faid  in  the  manifefto  that 
caaie  out  on  tiie  occafion,  Feb.  4,  1 730,  that  ihe 
iras  raiied  to  the  throne  by  the  unanimous  choice 
if  the  ruffian  nation :  there  were,  therefore,  three 
deputed  bodies  at  it,  on  the  part  of  the  council^ 
the  fcBote,  and  the  commonalty.  But  Schl^tzer, 
who  appeals  to  this  in  his  hiftorical  inquiries,  has 
clearly  expreffed  himfelf  on  its  true  meaning,  by 
flying,  that  here  are  three  imperial  eftates  in  a 
manner  fpecified  by  namef ;   and  that  of  the 

clergy 

*  This  tranfiifiiQD  ii  here  noticed  merely  for  the  &ke  of  «a 
ippareatly  neceil^ry  remark:  it  not  being  exa£Uy  to. the  por* 
pofcj  as  there  were  heirs  to  the  throne. 

f  If  there  had  then  been  no  heir  to  the  throne^  and  confe* 
f Qoltly  an  eleAioa  was  neoeflary^  then  the  qoeftion  would  have 
really  been,  to  whom  does  the  care  of  it  belong  ?  Theore  were 
QQ  eftates  of  the  empire;  nor  even  an  officer,  who  could  law* 
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clergy  no  mention  is  made  *.  Juft  as  little  hail* 
the  council  full  powers,  or  any  right  to  prefcribc 
a  mode  or  conditions  of  eleftion  in  regard  to  the 
emprels  Anna,  efpecially  as  •  fhe  was  among  the 
heirs  to  the  throne.  Very  diflFerent  was  the  cafe, 
when  the  prince  Vaffilli  Zuifkoi,  who  was  re- 
garded as  an  entire  ftranger,  was  chofen  taar,   on 


fully  take  upon  him  to  call  an  alfembly.  In  lieu  of  the  former 
boyarsj  here  were  now  a  fenate,  a  council,  a  cabinet,  and  2k, 
privy-council.  But  which  of  thefe  had  ever  any  commiilion  to 
declare  to  the  people  the  vacancy  of  the  throng,  or  to  inftitute 
an  eledlion  to  fill  it  ?  Some  meafures  are  only  to  be  juftified  or 
excufed  by  neceflity  and  the  iilence  of  the  laws.  But  how  came 
the  commonalty  to  be  brought  on  the  carpet  ?  W^e  know  that  an- 
tiently  the  foldiers  at  Rome  and  at  Conftantinople>  took  upon 
them,  either  alone  or  in  conjun&ion  with  the  clergy,  to  diipoieof 
the  crown.  —  Here  the  conflitution  of  the  empire,  for  preventing 
all  calamitous  accidents,  feems  to  want  a  falutary  regulation. 
Whoever  fhall  provide  it,  and  fecure  it  in  perpetuity,  will  be 
one  of  the  greateft  benefa6lors  to  the  empire  it  ever  had.  Per- 
haps it  would  have  had  a  place  in  the  expeded  new  code  of 
laws. 

"*  Probably  becaufe  they  are  CQmprehende4  in  the  aggregate 
term  nation,  or  becaufe  they  feemed  to  havp  loft  their  former 
great  influence;  Of  becaufe  fome  g-erman  miniflers,  then  in 
high  favour,  did  not  happen  to  think  of  them.  The  emprefs 
Elizabeth  nained  them  exprefsly  in  her  firft  manifefto,  where 
we  find,  that  all  the  faithful  fubjeds  of  the  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral orders,  particularly  the  regiments  of  life-guards,  had 
unanimoufly  befought  her  gracioufly  to  accept  of  the  throne  of 
her  fathers,  to  which  fhe  had  the  neareft  right  by  birth.  -^  That 
by  the  guards,  or  by  fome  of  that  corps,  many  things  hav^ 
been  formerly  brought  about^  is  univerfally  known. 

the 
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the  extinftion  of  the  reigning  houfe :  whereby 
the  nation  re-entered  into  its  original  rights;  and, 
if  it  had  thought  fit,  might  have  propofed  to  him 
certain  conditions.  Accordingly,  Tatifchtfchef 
afferts,  that  the  capitulation,  which,  not  the 
people,  but  a  company  of  fome  grandees,  by  their 
ufurped  authority,  prefcribed  to  him,  was  of  great 
injury  to  the  empire. 

We  find  alfo  thatfovereigns,  during  their  life-time 
have  chofen  and  appointed  the  fucceffor.  So  tzar 
Feodor  Ivanovitch  bequeathed  the  throne  in  1598 
to  his  kinfman  Feodor  Nikititch  Romanof ;  and 
tzar  Feodor  Alex6vitch  on  his  death-bed  appointed 
his  youngeft  brother  Peter,  aftenvards  emperor, 
his  Ible  heir  *.  The  fame  thing  has  feveral  times 
happened  in  the  eighteenth  century,  by  tefta- 
ments,  decrees,  ceffions,  and  the  like.  The  right 
or  full  power  to  fuch  a  meafure,  feems  to  require 
no  proof;  as,  1.  the  fovereigns  of  Ruflia  reign 
with  unlimited  authority ;  but,  moreover,  2.  nei^ 
ther  records  nor  any  other  memorials  can  be  pro- 
duced;  whereby  the  people  referved  to  themfelves 

*  ThoQgh  both  Aominations  partly  failed  of  aci:ompliih- 
ment,  yet  it  was  not  bccaufe  they  were  thought  invalid,  but 
from  the  occurrence  of  fome  events  which  prevented  their  being 
put  in  execution ;  as  afterwards  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  annulled 
the  nomination  of  prince  Ivan.  But  fuch  nominations  in  ear* 
fier  times,  as  that  of  tzar  Ivan  Vai&llieyitch  (to  which  Peter  I. 
appeals  in  his  regulation  of  the  fucceifion,  but  of  which  the 
records  are  unknown)  were  acknowledged  to  be  of  undoubted 
validity. 

M  4f  an 
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an  influence,  or  fixed  the  fucceffion  to  tl^e  reign^ 
ing  family*:  and,  3.  they  never  contradi^d 
fuch  nomination,  but  approved  it  by  their  fi- 
}ence,  and  of  courfe  acknowledged  the  full  right 
of  the  monarch :  which  arguments  are  (Inragth- 
etied  and  increafed,  on  confidering,  4.  that  the 
people  at  the  very  be^nning  made  their  throne 
hereditary,  and  afterwards  renewed  and  confinned 
this  mode  of  lUccefiion^  a9  confefledty  advan- 
tageous, principally  in  the  view  of  avoiding  all 
the  confufions  that  would  cnfue  on  every  iirter- 
regnum,  or  in  their  own  proceedings  at  ele6Hotxs ; 
and  thereby  folemnly  renounced  its  concern  in 
the  fucceifion,  fo  long  as  the  reigning  houie  is  in 
being ;  leaving  it,  in  lb  far  as  it  coniprifed  the 
original  right  of  eleflion,  to  their  fovereign  and 
his  unlimited  will.  That  this  antient  right  of  the 
fovereign  to  name  his  fuccefTor,  exercifed  in  for- 
mer times,  and  acknowledged  by  the  nation,  and 
fo  fiequently  neceffary  to  the  well-being  of  the 
empire,  may  be  exerted,  follows  accordingly  from 
the  elTential  conftitution  of  tlie  empire,  which 
bears  the  form  of  a  fundamental  law.  Therefore 
rfe  required  no  written  ordinance  to  make  it  valid. 
Peter  the  Great,  however,  ifTucd  fuch  an  ordi- 

m 

*  Indeed  it  was  required  of  the  cmprcfs  Anne,  previous  to 
her  accefiion>  that  Ihe  (hould  not  appoint  a  fucceflbr  without 
the  concarrence  of  the  fenate :  though  this  was  no  demand  of 
tht  nation>  but  merely  of  a  college,  and  was  inunediately  an- 
nulled at  the  requeft  of  a  part  of  the  nobility. 

nance, 
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nance,  dftted  the  5th  of  February  ITSfi,  but 
fiverely  on  account  of  a  welUcnown  event,  in  or- 
ia  to  give  his  will  and  his  vjews  the  (lamp  of  a 
greater  folcnmity  by  a  written  Uw^  and  to  pre- 
heat any  iU  confequences  that  might  enfue  upon 
fame  diffiitisfadlions  that  had  been  exprefled. 
Hereupon  arofe  the  queftions,  how  this  ordinance 
was  to  be  called  * ;  whether  it  fliould  be  deemed 
a  fimdamental  law  of  the  empire  f  ,  or  whether  at 
lead  it  has  a  general  obligatory  and  peq>etual 
energy,  as  it  was  one  while  not  obferved  J,  and 

.  aiier- 

^  Gebauer  in  the  phn  of  his  hiftory  calls  it  a  perpetual  lavr 
6f  the  empire.  It  was  manifellly,  on  its  fitft  appearance^  a  law 
of  the  empire ;  but  the  epithet  perpetoal  was  given  it  by  the 
aothor  without  dae  tonfideration.  He  mufi  have  known  no- 
thing of  the  fubfequent  repeal  of  it. 

f  On  this  fubje£^»  a  learned  controverfy  arofe  between  Buf> 
chiiig  and  Schlcetzer.  The  former  affirms^  even  in  t&e  laft 
edition  of  his  Geography,  that  ordinance  to  be  a  fundamental 
law  of  the  empire,  and  even  the  only  one  in  writing;  whereas 
Schloetzer  proves  in  his  hiftorical  enquiries,  that  it  can  by  no 
means  be  regarded  as  fuch,  for  the  verieft  defpot  cannot  reign 
or  command  after  his  death.  But  here  the  &llacy  lies  folely  in 
the  expreffion :  for  every  monarch  reigns  after  his  deaths  when- 
ever he  confers  a  privilege  or  a  patent  of  nobility  on  a  man 
dttd  his  heirs  for  ever.  And  does  not  every  man  that  leaves  a 
Win  preiide  over  his  affairs  after  his  death  ? 
'  t  Not  to  mention  other  occurrences  of  a  like  nature^  it  ia 
evident  that  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  who  endeavoured  to  pre- 
^ve  and  follow  all  the  regulations  of  her  father  with  a  con- 
scientious exafintude,  yet  on  her  acceffion  to  the  throne,  fo  far 
from  holding  the  ordinance  to  be  a  fundamental  law  of  the  em- 
oire^  (he  denied  its  validity.     For^  though  ihe  regarded  the 

ac- 
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afterwards  almoft  totally  repealed ;  though  it  U 
not  to  be  denied  that  the  emprefs  Anna  exprefely 
appealed  to  it  *.  It  is  mere  evafion  to  fay  that 
the  ordinance  of  Peter  I.  is  a  fiindamental  law  of 
the  empire,  not  for  the  fovereign,  but  for  the 
fdbjefts  in  regard  to  their  oaths  f ;  as  they  are  at 
any  rate  bound  to  obedience :{:,  Every  fucceffor 
of  Peter  L  is  doubtlefs  at  liberty  to  repeal  this  or- 
dinancCy  or  to  depart  from  it,  fince  his  power  is 


iccefllon  of  Anne  as  contrary  to  law,  yet  (he  could  not  deny 
that  (he  was  really  emprefs ;  and  therefore  by  the  father's  pre- 
tended fundamental  law  of  the  empire,  had  the  right  of  naming 
a  fucceflbr.  But,  as  (he  exprefsly  annulled  this  nomination, 
leiting  on  the  ordinance  of  Peter  I.  (he  thereby  publicly  de- 
clared what  binding  force  (he  attributed  to  that  ordinance. 
Indeed  flie  might  have  derived  her  right  to  the  throne  partly 
from  the  teftament  of  her  mother  Catharine  I.  but  this  was 
not  entirely  executed  when  Elizabeth  took  upon  her  the  go- 
vernment of  the  empire ;  and  therefore  no  mention  is  made  of 
it  in  her  manifedo. 

*  This  ^e  did  becaufe  that  ordinance  favoured  her  views, 
to  which  (he  thought  to  give  more  folemnity  and  fgrce  from 
a  written  law.  At  leaft  fuch  were  the  expectations  of  the 
cabinet  minider. 

f  Peter  I-  caufed  his  ordinance  of  fucceHion  to  be  acknow* 
ledged  on  oath  by  all  his  fubje^s,  which  ptherwife  ufed  to  be 
done  only  by  homages ;  and  added  fevere  threats  to  it,  wluch> 
as  Schloetzer  obferves,  is  not  the  part  of  a  fundamental  law ; 
however,  this,  even  in  republics,  admits  of  an  exception. 

X  It  would  have  been  a  ridiculous  and  aukward  circum%nce 
if  a  fubjed  had  thought  fit  to  declare  the  accefRon  of  the  em- 
prefs Elizabeth  illegal  by  reafon  of  the  pretended  fundamental 
law  of  Peter  I. 

aa 
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as  unlimited  as  that  of  the  monarch  by  whom  it 
was  framed.  So  every  one  qf  them  can  exercifc 
in  his  own  perfon  the  right  of  nominating  a  fuc* 
ceffor;  but  the  rights  connected  with  the  un- 
limited fovereignty,  and  flowing  from  the  con- 
ftitution,  to  which  the  nomination  of  a  fucceflbry 
for  the  above-mentionecl  reafons  may  be  added^ 
adhere  to  the  throne ;  which  is  in  fome  meafure 
leen  by  the  condu6l  of  Peter  IL 

In  the  nomination  of  a  fucceflbr,  by  the  un- 
limited power  of  the  fovereign,  it  feems  to  depend 
on  him,  whether  he  will  appoint  to  the  throne 
one  of  his  fons  or  daughters,  or  whom  he  pleafes 
of  the  members  of  the  reigning  family.  But  the 
matter  immediately  afiumes  another  afpeft,  on 
putting  the  queftion  :  whether,  paffing  by  all  the 
princes  and  princeffes  of  the  reigning  houfe,  the  . 
nomination  may  fall  on  a  perfeft  ftranger  ?  The 
ordinance  of  Peter  the  great,  and  the  commentary 
upon  it,  foon  after  publifhed  by  authority,  con- 
tain an  anfiver  to  this  queftion  in  the  affirmative. 
Put  then  the  firft  ^nd  univerfally  acknowledged 
fundamental  law,  the  inheritance  of  the  throne 
in  the  reigning  houfe,  (whence  the  very  right  of 
appointing  a  fucceffor  is  partly  to  be  derived,) 
feems  to  fall  to  the  ground  *;  not  to  mes^ion  the, 

*  It  might  therefore  be  aiked:  whether  the  finmger,  on 
thp  f^id  fuppofition,  could  ever  receive  a  weQ-founded  right 
fo  the  rucceflion  by  fuch  an  appointment;  and^  whether  the 
power  of  the  fovereign,  when  his  family  is  extinQ,  extends  to 
ftrangers? 

lament- 
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}Ml«HtftbI(e  cdnditioD  iftto  which  fueh  a  &cp  might 
feon  mvolve  the  empife.  JLaffly,  the  ijuefticw!: 
whether  the  fovereign  may  pr^ribe  w  the  fee* 
cefltor  appointed  by  him  certain  !imitatioi»  att4 
rules  of  government?  would  not  eafily  be  anlVwed, 
At  leaft  tliey  lliould  feem  to  be  no  othenvife  bmd« 
ing  than  in  \'irtue  of  a  voluntary  and  folcnm  prd^ 
mife ;  as  the  fucceflbr,  as  foon  as  he  has  afccnded 
the  throne,  fills  it  i^-ith  the  fame  unlimited  fway 
as  his  predecflbr. 

On  a  vacancy  in  the  throne,  the  heir*  takes 
poffeffion  of  it,  as  in  other  countries,  without 
needii^  any  invitation,  adks  of  homage,  or  the 
like.  However,  the  oath  of  allegiance  is  ufually 
taken  in  all  cities  and  towns,  where  an  officer  is 
appointed  to  adnunifter  itf .  It  is  fworn  by  every 
clafs  of  fubje6ls:|;.  The  fovereign  may  difpenfe 
with  it ;  as  the  fubjefts,  without  that  ceremony,  are 
bound  to  fidelity  and  obedience :  how^ever,  as  a 
venerable  i-ite,  it  is  generally  obferved;  thougJi 
in  revolutions  it  has  been  neglcfted,  as  examples 
in  modern  times  have  fhcwn.     The  coronation 

•  Whether  by  birthright  j  or,  where  that  is  not  pretended, 
in  virtue  of  nomlAation ;  as  the  fare  and  legitimate  vays  to  the 
throne.     ,  ^ 

+  In  the  oath  of  fealty  mention  is  fometunes  made  of  the 
heir  apparent. 

}  It  is  not  ufual  to  adminifler  it  to  vafTals,  at  leai(  not  always 
or  univerfally  ;  they  being  regarded  as  people  who  have  no  will 
of  their  own,  but  arc  fubjeft  to  that  of  their  lord. 

folera- 
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folemnity  too  has  for  many  centuries  been  cu{^ 
tomaiy  in  Ruffia,  and  is  ftill  preferved  alfo  as  a 
venerable  nfage  *  :  confidered  in  itfelf  perhaps  it 
might  not  be  neceflary,  as  the  fovereig-n  previous 
to  it  exercifes  the  whole  of  his  authority ;  there- 
fore it  has  frequently  been  poftponed  for  a  long 
time;  and,  iftdeed,  the  emperor  Peter  III.  was 
net  crowned  at  all,  nor  were  any  preparations 
made  fer  that  purpofe  during  his  fhort  reign. 

Since  the  introduSion  of  chriftianity  into 
Rdffik,  the  fovereigns  have  always  profeflfed  them- 
ftlvi»  of  tiifc  orthodox  greek  chmch ;  therefore 
tihe  perf^ns  appoiftted  te  the  throne,  or  coming' 
ifkto  the  hnpetial  family,  pn-cviortdy  adopt  that' 
Mth^  if  they  were  before  of  any  other  confeffion. 
Some  affirrh  this  antient  cuftom  to  be  a  fimda-* 
mewal  kW  of  the  empire ;  at  leaft  we  may  well 
mi^ifte  that  the  majority  of  tflie  principal  nation, 
Who  have  always  fhewn  a  ftrong  attachment  to 
their  diurch,  fliould  be  of  this  opinion. 

It  may  juft  be  remarked,  by  the  way,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  maimer  of  Ipeaking  here  in  ule, 
inllead  of  the  fovereign,  tliey  fay,  the  cro^vn : 
for  GKSonple ;  that  is  the  bufincfs  of  the  crown ; 
aji  order  is  cone  frcHn  the  Crown,  &c. 

*  On  this  DQcdion  the  Armign  is  anointtd  with  bolyNcnl,* 
and  put!  the  ctwwn  en  htmfelf ;  as»  among  other  ceftimoaies^ 
my  be  feeii  by  die  ttoniftfto  of  ihe  late  emprefs,  bearing  dat* 
July  7,  176a. 

•  •        • 

SEC- 
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SECTION   II 

Tke  title  of  the  Sovereign, 

Formerly  the  fovercign  was  always  called 
Great  Prince,  in  rufs  Velikie  Kniacs,  which^  ac- 
cording to  its  original  interpretation  and  import, 
muft  be  tranflated  as  above.  If,  as  we  are  affured 
by  fome  ruffian  annalifls,  the  territory  of  Novgo- 
rod, as  well  as  that  of  Kief,  were  great  princi- 
palities fo  early  as  the  ninth  century,  then  the 
origin  of  this  title  is  apparent*  Yet  this  inter- 
pretation may  alfo  lead  us  to  fuppofe  it  meant  to 
difiinguiih  the  fovereign  from  all  the  other  princes, 
efjpecially  the  reigning  ones,  of  which  there  have 
always  been  feveral,  as  far  back  as  authentic  hiftory 
reaches  |.     But  all  the  rullian  principalities  were 

united 

•  But  here  it  may  be  afkcd,  whether  perhaps  they  might  not 
be  grand  principalities,  becaufe  their  governors  were  originally 
called  grand  princes.  And  then  the  matter  would  not  be  at  all 
the  more  elucidated.  Of  the  firft  rife  of  this  title  I  do  not 
recoiled  to  have  read  any  fatisfa£tory  account. 

f  They  were  of  two  feveral  kinds.  Some  poiTefTed  feparate 
and  independent  principalities  or  great  duchies ;  of  which  kind 
were  particularly  Novgorod,  Kief,  and  afterwards  Vladimir, 
&c. ;  others  had  a  principality  dependent  on  the  ruHian  govern- 
ment allotted  them  merely  for  their  fupport.  It  feems  not  pof-^ 
fible  now  to  afcertain  what  rights  the  latter  enjoyed^  and  to 

what 
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united  in  one  monarchy,  under  one  fole  regent, 
upwards  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-fix  years 
fince.  Ivan  Vaffillievitch,  as  it  is  commonly 
afferted,  declared  himfelf  tzar  in  the  year  1547; 
yet  in  the  hiftory  of  this  empire  we  find  that  title 
exprefsly  given  to  its  fovercigns  long  *  before, 
whether  they  aftually  bore  it  t,  or  whether  the 
old  annalifls  ufed  it  only  to  fignify  a  monarchical 
dignity  without  eleftion,  or  that  later  hiftorians 
have  arbitrarily  employed   it  without  fufficient 


wlut  extent  they  with  their  principalities  belonged  to  the  body 
politic.  All  we  pretend  to  know  is,  that  Vladimir,  who  began 
to  reign  in  981 »  and  is  frequenily  called  the  faint,  afligneda 
principality  to  each  of  his  fons  for  his  maintenance,  thus 
making  them  feparate  princes,  bat  with  this  exprefs  condition, 
that  they  fliould  all  be  ander  the  fupremacy  of  him  and  his 
fucceifors*. 

*  So  it  is  faid  by  Lomonofof.  Vladijnir  the  faint,  who  died 
in  1015,  had  affumed  the  title  of  tzar  upon  his  marriage  with  a 
greek  princefs.  The  fame  author  affirms,  that  not  only  Vla- 
dimir Vfevolodovitch  Monomachus,  who  began  to  reign  in 
1 1 14,  was  crowned  tzar  of  all  Ruilia;  bat  alfo  that  Vaffilli 
Ivanovitch,  who  died  in  1535,  ftyled  himfelf  in  the  latter  years 
of  his  reign,  tzar  and  autocrator  of  ^11  Ruflia. 

t  If  they  were  adually  called  tzars  (which,  before  we  can 
admit,  ought  to  be  more  clearly  (hewn),  then  it  is  evident  that 
this  title  was  not  firfl  introduced  into  Ruffia  in  1547  ;  but  then 
it  is  inexplicable  why  it  was  not  borne  by  all  great  princes :  it 
might  be  that  the  horde  which  was  mod  prevalent  at  the  time 
prevented  or  refufcd  it. 

5  autho- 
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authority  *.     In  the  ruffian  bible  it  figniiies  a 
king  t ;  yet  the  old  authors  ufe  it  likewife  vhen 

they 

*  Bat  this  can  only  be  detcroiiaed  by  old  r^ords.  Hour* 
cvcr»  the  accurate  appropriation  of  it  to  the  above-mentioned 
Vaffilli  Ivanoyitcb  C-ems  to  voach  for  the  veracity  of  Lo- 
fiionofof  in  delivering  the  tzar's  title,  that  he  does  not  give 
it  arbitiarily  or  negligently,  but  as  he  fixi&d  k  in  the  annu 
liAs.  —  In  fhort#  as  the  whole  of  the  prefent  m%nny  niore 
properly  belongs  to  the  departments  of  hiHory  a^  antiquities 
than  to  this  place,  fo  there  is  no  need  to  dwell  any  longer 
upon  it* 

f  Thus  the  derivative  tzarfhro,  kingdom,  which  is  even 
c^teiided  to  the  kingdoms  of  nature,  the  apiaial  kingd^m^ 
the  vegetable  kingdom,  &c.  Ac  prefent  in  the  ruffian  t43Bigm€ 
n  king  is  called  korol,  and  the  derivative  kingdom,  kord-* 
cvftvo.  —  Thai  it  is  only  the  Ruffians,  and  not  the  Other  ikvo« 
nian  nations,  tiut  denote  a  fovereign  by  the  word  t2^,  w# 
learn  froai  the  learned  M.  Anton.  And  this  leads  to  the  inqntry 
whence  the  word  is  taken.  We  can  hardly  imagine  it  to  be 
formed  by  an  abbreviation  of  the  word  cxfar,  which  indeed 
they  pronounce,  in  common  with  the  Germans,  tfefar.  But 
we  will  juft  notice  a  fuggeflion  that  now  offers.  In  the 
rufCan  hiftories  frequent  mention  is  made  of  tartarian  and 
iiberian  tzars  and  tzarevitches,  i.  e.  fons  of  tzars.  Thu^ 
among  others,  Ritchkof,  in  his  hiflory  of  Kazan,  fpeaks  of 
the  tzar  of  the  golden  horde,  the  tzar  of  the  Krim,  the  tzar  of 
Kazan,  which  bears  an  obvious  fignification.  This  title  has 
not  been  cnrelefsly  transferred  into  the  ruffian  hiftorics  and  np- 
proprkcted  to  its  niOnarchs,  for  they  have  always  had  k  £hce 
the  conqueft  of  thofe  countries,  and,  therefore,  in  the  emprefi's 
title  fhe  was  called  "  tzarina  of  Kazan ;  tzarina  of  §ibcrin," 
Ac*  We  may  confirquently  with  great  propriety  fuppofe, 
that  the  ruflian  nation,  finding  thcfe  tzars  at  the  head  of  tli» 

neigh- 
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ihej  ipdak  of  tbe  eaaperors  <rf  Greece*.  The 
iargendi  of  tlie  teiTitoi^^  to  which  no  kingdom 
is  compau-aWe,  but  \vhidi  even  confifts  of  fcveral 
kiogdofDS,  los}g  ago  obtained  fear  it  the  name  of 
*n  empirc.  Pet^  I.  thought  proper  to  affuaw 
the  denioaniiiation  of  empaor,  in  the  year  172 J, 
at  the  inibtnce  of  the  chief  of  his  fubjefts  f ;  an,d 
the  imperial  title  has  been  borne  ever  fince  by  the 
fovereigns  of  Ruffia.  For  whom,  in  the  n^afcu- 
Jine  gender  the  wond  imperator  J  was  adopted, 
but  an  emprefe  is  ftyled  imperatritza.  At  firft 
fome  trifling  difficulties  were  raifed  })y  two  foreign 


neighboaring  tribes>  borrowed  the  title  from  diexn,  and 
tdopted  h  in  the  1*1110811  language,  to  which  it  is  perkQ,ly 
foreign.  However,  this  is  only  farmiie,  it  may  have  come 
into  life  by  fome  other  way. 

*  Therefore  we  are  not  to  be  farprifed,  that  the  tranflators 
at  Mofco  conftantly  tranilate  the  word  ts^r  by  that  of  emperor. 
Yet  the  word  kefar  was  adopted  into  the  ruffian  tongue  to  fignify 
a  roman  emperor,  (probably  from  the  greek  bible,  which  came 
into  Rufiia  with  the  chriftian  religion,)  which  was  afterwards 
changed  for  tzefar,  and  at  laft  for  imperator. 

f  When  we  find  in  fome  authors,  that  Peter  I.  adopted  the 
title  of  emperor,  which  was  given  him  by  his  fuhjefts,  it  mad 
be  faid  that  they  exprefs  themfelves  too  indefinitely,  and  as  if  it 
were  done  by  a  general  refolution  of  the  nation.  The  fafl  is, 
that  fome  of  the  principal  perfons  (among  whom  are  chiefly 
meant  the  public  colleges  and  boards)  propofed  it  to  him. 

X  The  emperor  of  Germany  is  likewife  fo  called  aC  court  and 
in  the  public  a£ls,  but  the  common  people  denote  him  by 
Rymflci  tzar,  the  roman  t2ar, 

VOL.  ir.  N  courts 
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courts  about  acknowledging  this  title;  but  they 
were  foon  removed*.  All  potentates  agree  in 
giving  the  imperial  title  to  the  fovereign  of  Ruflia. 
The  abridged  title,  ufual  in  ukafes,  fentences, 
commands,  petitions,  &c.  is,  emperor  and  auto- 
cratorf,  or,  emprefe  and  autocratrix,  ofallRuflia, 
or  of  all  the  Ruffias.  The  term  autocrator- de- 
notes the  fovereign  and  unlimited  authority ;  the 
addition,  of  all  Ruflia,  or  of  all  the  Ruffias,  re- 
lates to  the  union  of  all  the  formerly  diftinft  prin- 
cipalities into  a  monarchy  under  one  fole  ruler  J. 

The 

*  The  french  court  at  6xSt  woald  not  diredlly  acknowledge 
the  fovereign  of  Rufixa  a»  emperor^  but  only  as  ruilian  emperor. 
This  was  certainly  curious ;  tlie  gennan  emperor  is  ftill  em- 
peror, and  fo  the  ruflian. 

t  It  is  not  poflible,  I  think,  to  put  this  word  into  englilh, 
but  by  a  periphraiis.  Self-ruler,  or  fole-ruler,  do  not  come 
up  to  it.  Perhaps  uncontrollable-ruler  is  neareft  the  mark.  — - 
In  the  ruffian  it  is :  Samoderjetz  Vferofliiikiyi,  or,  of  an  cai- 
prefs:  Samoderjicza  Vferoiliifkaia.  The  addition,  as  properly 
an  adjeftive,  is,  bjy  the  two  above  expreffions,  "  of  all  Ruilia/' 
or,  "  of  all  the  Ruflias,"  not  exa£lly  rendered :  the  engliOi 
language  having  no  term  for  it.  Every  attempt  to  give  it  a 
more  jull  or  literal  tranflation,  would  have  idiom,  gender,  or 
fyntax,  or  grammar  againil  it,  and  at  laft  would  be  of  little 
confequence.  Samoderjetz  is  compounded  of  /am,  felf,  aad 
derjetz.  If  the  latter  be  derived  from  derju,  I  hold,  then  famo- 
derjetz  is  a  felf-holder.  And  thus  it  is  fometimes  tranflated, 
e.  g.  in  the  ruOian  articles  of  war,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  foreigners 
as  are  in  the  (ervice. 

J  They  who  imagine,  fays  M.  Hupel,  the  fcveral  parts  of 
RttOia,  now  called  by  different  names,  viz.  Great  Ruffia,  Little 

Ruffia^ 
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The  fiill  titte  borne  by  the  etnprefi  runs  as  fol- 
lows :  Emprefs  and  autocratrix  of  all  the  Ruffias, 
of  Mofco,  Kief,  Vladimir,  Novgorod,  tzarina  of 
Kazan,  tzarina  of  Aftrakhan,  tzaiina  of  Siberia^ 
tzarina  of  the  Tauridan  Cherfonefe,  lady  of  Pfcove, 
and  grand  duchefs  of  Smolenfk,  princels  of  Eft- 
honia,  Livonia,  Kaielia*,  Tver,  Yugoriaf,  Per- 
mia,  Viaetka,  Bolgaria,  and  other  countiies :  lady 
and  grand  princefs  of  Novgorod  of  the  Ipwer 
country  J,  of  Tchemigof,  Ricefan,  Polotfk,  Ro* 
ftof,    Yaroflavl,    Bielozero,  Udoria§,    ||Obdoria, 


Ruffia,  and  White  RQfiia»  to  be  here  meant,  have  the  authority 
of  hiftory  againft  them:  For,  long  before  Little  Raffia,  for 
infbnce,  fubmitted  to  the  ruffian  monarchs,  they  already  bore 
the  title  of  Samoderjetz  of  all  the  Raffias. 

*  By  Karelia  is  meant  the  prefent  government  of  Vyborg, 
which  is  often  called  Finland. 

t  This  is  a  part  of  the  government  of  Archangel,  namely 
the  diftrift  of  Puftozero,  and  about  the  mouth  of  the  Petihora. 
Yugoria  is  an  obfolete  country-appellative,  of  which  feveral 
appear  in  the  imperial  title,  preierved  from  antient  times :  they 
generally  denote  only  fmall  trails  of  country. 

J  This  means  Nilhnei-Novgorod. 

f  Likewife  an  obfolete  name,  formerly  borne  by  the  diftrid 
about  the  river  Mefen,  efpecially  at  its  entrance. 

II  By  this  obfolete  name,  which  took  its  origin  from  the 
river  Oby,  is  meant  the  diftridl  of  Berefof,  iu  the  government 
of  ToboUk.  Tzar  Vaffilli  Ivanovitch  was  the  firft  that  put 
Obdoria  in  his  title. 

N  2  Kondii, 
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Kondia*,  Vitepfk,  Mftiflad,  commatidreis  of 
the  whole  northern  region,  and  lady  of  the  coun- 
try of  Iveriaf ;  of  the  kartalinian  and  gruiiniaa 

tzars, 

*  It  denotes  tbe  region  of  the  ri^er  Kooda,  which  flows  Into 
the  Irtifh. 

f  About  thisconntry  very  little  information  is  to  be  had. 
Perhaps  we  are  to  look  for  It  in  the  diftrifh  of  the  Valdai, 
where  the  old  famous  iverian  monaflery  Hood.  However  the 
reader  may  not  be  difpleafed  to  fee  three  feveral  anfwers  to  let- 
ters of  enquiry  on  this  fabje£l*  The  firft  (which  alfo  coincides 
with  the  opinion  of  a  fenator  who  gave  it  to  Mr.  Hupel)  runs 
thus :  "  By  the  Iveria  from  which  the  late  emprefs  dylcd  her- 
*<  fdf  lady  of  the  country  of  Iveria»  or  more  properly  accords 
"  ing  to  the  ruilian^  the  iverian  country  {')»  is  undoubtedly 
'<  meant  the  antient  Iberia.  But  it  appears  that  at  prefent  no 
*<  country  is  any  longer  called  Iberia,  nor  any  nation  the  ibe- 
"  rian.  Bufching>  who  always  proceeds  warily  in  his  ac- 
**  counts,  fays  Georgia  confiib  of  the  antient  countries  Iberia 
"  and  Colchis.  —  The  divifion  of  the  iberian  monarchy  into 
**  three  chief  parts  ftill  continues ;  thefe  are,  Imeretia,  Karg- 
*'  velia,  (with  the  Ruflians  Kartalinia,)  and  Kakhetia.  >—  But 
*^  generally  by  fuch  adjectives  we  are  not  always  to  underfland 
*<  a  particular,  and  Hill  lefs  a  whole  country,  as  we  fee,  for 
inftance,  in  Kondiilkii.  There  are  indeed  two  voIofU  {*)p 
which  are,  or  were,  called  the  great  and  the  little  Konda :  but 
•*  long  ere  thefe  came  under  the  ruffian  fovereignty,  Kondiifkii 
"'f  or  Kondinfkii  was  a  part  of  the  tzarian  title,  and  confe- 
«*  quently  meant  no  more  than  that  the  tzarian  territory  cx- 
"  tended  to  the  river  Konda,  or  to  thofc  two  volofts.  Thus 
'*  count  Romantzof  bears  the  furname  Zadanai(kii,  though  no- 
''  country  is  callkd  Zadunaia.*'  On  this  mode  of  dedu<5^ion  a 
^  per(bn  of  diftindion  wrote  in  his  letter  the  following  re- 

(*)  Iverfldya  zemli.  (*;  Diftriftt. 

marks  : 
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tzaxSy  and  of  the  kabardinian  countiy,  of  the 
Tibherkaffian  and  mountain-prmoes,  and  «f  others/ 
hereditary  lady  and  fovereign. 

In  the  charter  which  the  late  emprefs  granted 
to  the  whole  body  of  nobility,  fhe  adds  the 
following  declaration  after  her  title:  '*  It  id 
"  known  to  all  people,  that  this  title  of  our  fola 
**  dominion  is  no  imaginary  empire,  or  not  in 
**  fubjeftion  to  us,  nor  containing  foreign  prin*^. 
"  cipalities,  provinces,  towns,  and  countries,  but 
*'  marks  our  wide-extended  and  numerotw  pof- 
''  feffions  by  the  iliorteft  terms  *  " 


<c 
tt 
tt 
u 
it 


marks :  "  The  foregoing  opinion  would  have  fome  probabi- 
lity^ if  it  were  previoufly  fhewn  that  the  antient  ColchW« 
or  the  three  georgian  or  grofinian  provinces  on  mount  Cau- 
caTnSy  formerly  compofed  a  monarchy  under  the. name  of 
Iberia.  At  lead  this  fiyle  in  the  tzarian  title  was  not  adopted 
earlier  than  the  time  when  the  princes  of  thefe  countries 
«<  came  into  fome  conneflion  with  Ruflia,  which  was  not>  and 
"  then  a  Ytrf  infigniflcant  one,  till  the  reign  of  Ivan  VaffiUie- 
**  vitch  II.  whereas  it  is  certain  that  the  faid  three  provinces  at 
"  that  time  bore  the  fame  appellation  they  dp  at  prefent." 
LalUy,  a  third  writes:  "  There  is  ftill  an  Iberia,  through 
"  which  the  river  Hippus  flows,  coming  from  the  caocafean 
'*  mountains:  but  whether  this  be  the  Iberia  in  the  imperial* 
**  title,  I  conceive  to  want  farther  examination." 

•  There  are  really  many  countries  and  provinces  fubjefl  to 
the  ruflian  fceptre  which  are  not  named  in  the  imperial  title ; 
for  inftaace,  the  country  of  the  Rirghifes,  and  the  lately  natu- 
ralized Tfhuktihi ;  not  to  mention  the  iflands  in  the  Eaflern' 
ocean,  which  have  nerer  belonged  to  Siberia. 

N  3  It 
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It  is  farther  to  be  remarked,  that  in  former 
ukafes  and  manifeftos  we  always  find :  **  By  the 
"  grace  of  God,  we  Catharine  thefecond,"  &c. : 
but  in  the  charters  aforefaid  it  is:  "By  the  boun- 
^  *  tifiil  grace  of  God,  we  Catharine  the  fecond, 
*  *  &c. "  Laftly,  majefty  in  the  ruffian  is  expreffed 
by  velitcheftvo,  which  indeed  implies  majefty, 
hut  is  originally  a  defignation  of  greatnefs,  being 
evidently  derived  from  veliki,  great. 


SECTION   III: 

The  pcfwcTy  authoritjfy    and  prerogatives  of  the 

Saoereign. 

These  objefts  are  not  only  of  the  greatcft 
importance,  but  form  perhaps  the  moft  difficult 
problems  of  the  ruffian  conftitution  *  ;  and  there- 
fore demand  all  poffible  care  in  the  difcrimi- 
Xiation, 

It  is  notorious,  and  th6  emprefs  declares  it 
in  her  inftrudlions  for  the  code-commiffioners, 

*  Even  jniniftera  themfelves,  *on  being  interrogated  on  this 
fabjedy  have  confefled  cH^t  it  would- coft  them  feme  trouble  to 
deliver  a  direA  and  fatisfadory  folution  of  them.  This  is  men-- 
tioned  merely  left  the  reader  fhould  be  afraid  of  being  wearied 
with  a  long  and  tedious  difquifttion,  or  exped  a  complete  fatisr 
faAory  analyiis  of  a  matter,  on  which  he  muft  content  himfelf 
Cifi)y  with  fragments.  And  as  we  know  of  no  book  that  could 
here  fcrve  as  a  g^ide,  it  is  hoped  he  will  pardon  an^  miflal^^ 
it  may  d^tc^. 

feft. 
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feft.  ix.  and  x.  that  the  monarch  of  Ruflia  is  un- 
limited, or  has  an  unhmited  authority.  But  we 
are  not  hence  to  infer,  that  the  people  at  large, 
and  its  feveral  claffes  have  not  certain  rights 
either  derived  from  immemorial  cuftom  or  sra- 
dually  introduced*. 

From  the  ruffian  liiftorians,  particularly  thofe 
who  difcover  a  fcrutinizing  view,  it  appears  that" 
this  unlimited  authority  has  ever  belonged  to  the 
fovereigns  of  Iluffia,  and  that  the  empire  has  al- 
ways profpered  with  it ;  whereas  it  has  regularly 
felt  a  confiderabje  detriment  as  often  as  fome  bold 
and  cnterprifing  party  has  prefumed  to  bring  it 
within  bounds.  Accprding  to  Tatifchtflief  it  was 
Rurik  that  firfl  aflumed  unlimited  authority,  and 
that  it  continued  with  his  fucceflbrs  till  Mftiflaf 
the  great ;  at  which  period  the  feparate  princes 
began  to  grow  fo  powerful,  and  the  clergy  ex- 
afted  fuch  great  veneration,  that  the  welfare  of  the 
empire  was  evidently  declining.  But  Ivan  the 
Great  regained  the  former  authority  and  power, 
and  Ivan  the  Terrible,  or  the  fccond,  confirmed 
it,  and  it  remained  to  the  foveieigns  that  fol- 
Wed  till  the  time  of  the  falfe  Demetriufes ;  when 

*  Several  foreigners,  and  particularly  travellers,  from  hafte 
and  ignorance  have  omitted  to  take  thefe  into  their  accounts ; 
and  thus  have  given  rife  to  many  wrong  notions  concerning  the 
government  of  this  country  :  neither  have  fome  of  them  been 
fparing  of  ^he  terms  defpotifm  and  fiavery,  which  are  by  no. 
means  applicable  to  it* 

N  4  fomOr 


1&4»  GOVERNMENT    OP   THE   EMPIRE. 

fome  of  theboyars  found  opportunity  to  irfiirpa 
power  that  brought  great  diftrdb  on  the  em* 
pire.  Tzar  Alexey  Mikliailovitch,  with  all  his 
abilities,  found  it  impoflible  to  recover  it  entirely; 
prevented  at  firfl  by  the  ambition  of  Nikon,  and 
after  the  depofition  of  that  patriarch,  by  a  limger- 
iag  difeafe,  that  at  laft  put  an  end  to  his  life.  It 
•was  referved  for  Peter  the  Great  to  retrieve  th» 
long  loft  unlimited  authority*.  Andy  though 
'upon  the  demife  of  Peter  II.  the  privy  council 
ftretcbed  its  po^ver  fo  far  a3  to  propofe  to  the  em- 
prefs  Anna,  previoufly  to  her  acceffion,  the  fub- 
fcription  to  a  fet  of  articles  by  which  her  authority 
was  circumfcribedti  yet  the  nobility,  on  being 
infonned  of  the  plan,  defeated  it  immediately  by 
prefenting  a  petition,  wherein  they  befought  her 
to  rejefl;  the  propofal  aa  highly  indecent,  and  to 
ufe  the  fulnefe  of  power  that  was  her  due,  to  tlie 
benefit  and  glory  of  herfelf  and  the  empire;}:. 

Thia 

*  It  might  nearly  be  affirmed  that  he  enlarged  it ;  as,  among 
other  ws^7s,  inftead  of  the  lordly  domineering  patriarch,  idol- 
i'ifed  by  the  people,  he  iaftituted  a  fpiritual  college  deroted  to 
himfdf,  the  fynod ;  and  thus  acquired  a  fpiritoal  in  addition  to 
his  temporal  power. 

t  It  is  iaid,  that  the  generalfeldtmarechal  coont  Munich, 
as  foon  as  he  heard  of  the  defign  of  the  council,  immediately 
difpatched  a  courier,  by  a  particular  road,  to  Mittau,  begging 
her  to  fubfcribe  to  the  whole  of  it  without  hefitation,  and  after- 
wards to  ^a  as  ihe  pleafed, 

$  Tatifchtftief  mentions  that  at  firft  upwards  of  70  perfons* 
and  then  360  others,  of  the  principal  nobility,  prcfented  this 

petition* 


Thi&  ftedkl:  aad  it  has  remamed  witK  the  crgrwit 
unaltered  to  the  prefbnt  day. 

TkU  unUmited  power,  as  the  emprefi  hofelf 

declares  in  lier  Inftru&ion,  Gt&.  xiik  and  xix.  by 

im>  means  cosfifis  m  t^  privation  of  the  natural 

liboty  of  thfi  futge^  Wt  in  thb,  that  the  in- 

f&swT  powers  are  fubordmatc  to  the  fbvereign  aud 

d^eodeat  upon  il    AccordiJigly,  in  the  mf&ui 

empire  there  i»  nothing  tbiirt  can  oppofe  itfelf  to 

the  emiflion  of  an  imperial  decree :  there  being 

neither  diet^  nor  national  afiembly,  nor  eftates  of 

the  empire^  nor  parliajx^ent,  nor  college,  nor  any 

thing  of  a  like  nature,  authorifed  in  the  name  of 

the  people,  or  merely  of  thcinfelves,  to  judge  of 

the  conclu6l  of  the  fovereign,  or  his  prime  minif - 

ter,  a6ting  under  his  orders,  and  in  an3rwifc  to 

try  his  ukaies  before  they  are  enforced,  or  in  any 

manner  to  take  part  in  the  legiflative  and  other 

prerogatives  of  majefty.     It  b  true,  the  direfting 

fenatc,  as  the  fupreme  court  of  the  empire,  is  in- 

vefi:ed  with  a  peculiar  authority ;  yet  it  is  not  the 

reprelentative ''^  of  the  people,  but  the  fupreme 


petition.  —  They  were  apprchenfive  that  a  power  divided  be- 
tween the  throAe  and  a  cooncil  or  fenate^  flugkt  have  a  tendency 
to  bring  back  the  former  confufiofts. 

*  Except  perhaps  in  cafes  where  it  is  held  proper  to  re- 
tam  thanks  for  marks  of  favour  beftowed  upon  the  empire^  or 
to  carry  up  a  general  felicitation.  Though  this  feems  to  be 
more  in  their  own  corporate  than  in  any  fort  of  reprefentative 
cjipacxty, 

court 
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court  of  judicature  *,  and  executor  of  the  decrees 
fent  to  it.  No  more  can  a  council  or  cabinet 
control  the  will  of  the  fovereign  ;  fince  either,  as 
well  as  the  fenate,  exifts  only  through  hira,  and 
is  dependant  upon  him.  The  proceeding  of  the 
council  at  the  acceffion  of  the  emprefs  Anna, 
about  fetting  limits  to  the  imperial  power,  and 
appropriating  a  part  of  it  to  itfclf,  with  the  fe- 
nate, which  had  approved  of  the  whole  plan,  was 
nothing  but  ufurpation,  and  therefore  is  not  to 
the  purpofe.  Peter  the  firft,  gave  exprefs  per- 
^miffion,  as  well  to  the  fenate  as  to  other  colleges 
of  the  empire,  on  receiving  an  ukafe  apparently 
detrimental ;.  that  is,  if  they  conceived  the  fub- 
jeft  of  it  had  not  been  properly  reprefented  to  the 
monarch,  to  defer  the  enforcement  of  it,  and  to 
fliew  their  objeftions  in  a  remonftrance  f ;  at  the 

*  It  is  onderftood  of  itfelf  that  the  emprefs  can  refona  its 
jodgments  of  her  own  accord,  or  in  her  cabinet,  though  it  is 
not  often  done. 

f  This  alone  is  fufficient  to  refute  the  opinion  that  immenoi 
ukafes>  i.  e.  ukafes  iigned  by  the  fovereign's  Own  hand,  are  fo 
irreveriible  that  even  no  remonftrance  can  be  brought  againft 
them.  In  cafes  of  great  emergency  'even  private  individuals 
have  prefented  them.  As  an  inflance  we  may  mention  the 
princefs  Kantemir,  who  received,  a  deteritiiiuttion  of  the  cabinet 
in  regard  to  the  negligence  of  her  fpoufe,  which  granted  her 
but  little,  and  aiTigned  almoft  all  to  the  other  heirs.  She  de- 
livered a  petition  to  the  emprefs  Anna,  in  which  ihe  (aid,  ihe 
appealed  from  a  monarch  not  fufficienily  informed  of  the  mat- 
ter, to  one  better  acquainted  with  it.  The  emprefs,  fomewhat 
nettled,  ordered  a  commiflion  to  re-examine  the  cafe ;  and  the 
princefs  gajned  her  fuit. 

famq 
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&me  time  adding,  that  if  that  ukafe  were  re* 
peated  they  fliould  conform  to  it  without  farther 
delay.  The  late  emprefe  renewed  this  permiffion, 
by  exprefily  declaring  in  her  inftru6lion  to  the 
commiffioners  for  framing  a  code  of  laws,  fgft.  xxiv, 
*^  The  courts  of  juftice  are  carefully  to  examine 
'*  the  laws  they  receive  from  the  monarch,  and 
^*  have  the  right  to.  make  reprefentations,  in  cafe 
*^  they  find  any  thing  in  them  that  runs  counter 
"  to  the  law-book.*'  And,  in  feft.  xxvii.  it  is 
added;  that  "  they  may  and  ihould  make  fuch 
"  reprefentations*."  Agreeably  to  this,  it  is 
laid,  in  the  ordinance  for  the  adminiftration  of 
the  government,  fe6fc.  ci.   **  On  important  and 

*  extraordinary  occafions,  or  on  the  receipt  of 

*  new  and  general  laws,  the  imperial  viceroy 

*  may  call  together  the  penal,  civil,  and  crown 

*  courts,  to  take  the  matter  into  their  common 
'  confederation  conjointly  with  the  perfons  in  the 
'  adminiftration  of  that  government     If  among 

*  the  new  general  laws,  a  law  is  found  any  way 
'  improper,  it  is  allowable  for  the  faid  affembrjT 
^  to  make  a  unanimous  reprefentation  to  the  fe- 

*  It  needs  not  to  be  remarked,  that  fuch  remonftrances  can 
never  degenerate  into  oppofition,  but  that  a  reiterated  decree 
mad  be  carried  into  e^t6t.  We  may  obferve^  by  the  way,  - 
that  here  a  right  is  exprefsly  granted  to  the  conrts  of  jadiea- 
ture :  therefore  the  reader  not  fafficiently  acquainted  with  the 
true  ftate  of  the  c^fe,  will  ceafe  to  wonder  at  mention  being 
nuide  of  certain  rights  of  the  people* 

natc 


\ 


188  OOVEEKSttfiFT   09  TU  9HPIRE. 

'^  ntte  tip()n  ifc*.  But  if  the  ordlnanee  be  con-* 
*^  finned  ia  a  fuperior  jAace,  it  behovw  tiucm  to 
'*  pay  entire  obedi«>ce  to.it  without  contradic- 
**  tion."  Of  the  influeBce  formerly  acquired  by 
the  boyars  and  the  heads  of  the  cla-gy,  notice 
hd6  already  been  taken:  whoever  it  exceeded 
the  bounds  of  a  fubordinate  power,  it  was  pure 
ufurpation ;  only  the  monaich,  who  elefited  them 
at  hid  pleafure,  was  at  liberty  to  i^Ce  their  advice^ 
aud  when  he  &w  good  to  delegate  to  them  a  part 
of  his  authority,  as  is  fometimes  done  to  a  col- 
lege,  a  minifterf,  &c.  Therefore  the  emprefe 
fays,  in  her  InftruSion,  fe6l.  xx,  that  the  fave- 
reign  alone  communicates  power,  and  tbi»  flows 
through  the  courts  of  juftice. 

In  virtue  of  his  unlimited  power,  the  fovereign, 
without  being  fubjefl;  to  any  account  or  control 
whatever  J,  can  give  new  laws  whenever  he  thinks 

•  A  wife  and  falutary  regulation:  for  an  imperial  college 
nay  mifbake  in  the  fr2TDmg  of  a  decree^  or  may  improperly  re- 
prefent  ehe  Ibte  of  the  cafe,  through  negligence  or  deitgn.  In 
/tick  a  large  empire  it  might  happen  that  a  decree  was  iflbed 
contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  fovereign,  a  ukafe  be  brought 
out  by  ftealth,  or  wrongly  interpreted,  &c. ' 

+  Thus  the  emprefs  Anna  granted  to  count  Munich^  parti- 
cularly when  he  was  at  a  didance  from  the  army,  an  extenfive 
authority  till  then  not  cullomary,  which  gave  great  umbrage  to 
feveral  generals  and  ftaff-olficers,  and  of  the  exercife  of  whicb 
all  forts  of  aaecdotes  are  cold. 

t  Accordingly  the  emprefs  in  her  Inftrudion,  Sec.  confines 
the  legiflation  entirely  to  him. 

proper, 


• 

proper,  or  alter  thofe  ia  Using  Accordiug  ta  H^ 
cxigQJxces  of"  the  Giapir«j  caa  snyc^  wur  aasd 
peace* ,  raife  taxes,  Jevy  recraita,  §amt  privi- 
l^;es  audexemptidDS,  ccm&r  titles  asni  t^^aitiefi;, 
have  or  abofiih  monopoli^,  &ttle  ittiperial  ^  dues^ 
or  abrogate  tt^fPt  grant  away  or  fell  dDmains  at 
pleafure§,  or  iitf  eafe  them  by  purchafe,  cM^quefi, 
negotiation  It,  &c. 

The  moft  unlimited  ruler,  even  the  greateft 
defpot,  if  not  inifled  by  flatterers  or  the  influence 
of  unruly  paffions,  will  feel  a  counterpQifc  withia 
his  breaft  rcftraining  him  from  manifeft  oj)pref- 
fious,  violences,  and  otl>er  noxious  0  meafures ; 

•  It  is  Quftomary  at  prcfcnt  to  ftatc  the  motives  in  the  pro . 

cLonation. 

f  Such  as  creatinfr  princes,  counts^  barons ;  in  ihoirt»  raiimg 
peribss  lo  the  n,oblefle. 

J  So  the  late  cmprefs  relinquiihed  the  imperialia  exaftcd  of 
the  mine-works  by  Peter  the  great. 

§  Thus  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  prcfcnt  century  all  the 
ruffian  emperors  and  emprefles  have  made  grants  of  numberloTs 
crown-eft  ates. 

n  Ejomples  of  the  adlual  and  anmoleiled  exercsfeof  aU  thefer 
prerogatives,  appear  throughout  the  jrailian  hiflory,  c^eciatty 

the  modem. 

0  To  which  may  be  added,  hi^  own  IntereH,  wliich  mud  be 
zntimatety  conneded  with  that  of  the  country;  the  inMrnaS^ 
fenfe  or  confcience;  a  laudable  ambition  and  the  defire  of 
leaving  a  good  name  behind  him  to  pollerity  ;  an  honcft  plea- 
furc  in  the  approbation  of  the  people ;  the  dread  of  djicoaten'^ 
or  loud  murmurs,  inve£live  fpceches  .among  the  £abJe^or  evea 
rebellions,  &c.  —  As  an  excellent  illudration  of  this,  we  may 
refer  to  the  hinrt  in  th6  Inlrudion,  £cc.  led.  xcii.  coBceming 
the  fpirit  by  which  the  civil  government  ought  to  be  aftuated. 

yet 
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yet  it  is  notorious  that  in  delpotic  govemihenti?^ 
the  honour,  the  property,  and  the  life  of  the  fuh- 
jeft  are  dependent  on  the  humour  of  the  prince^ 
Quite  different  is  the  cafe  in  the  ruffian  empire : 
its  various  tribes  and  claffes  have  their  peculiar 
rights,  may  enjoy  them  undifturbed,  and  appeal 
to  them  when  occafion  requires ;  reputation,  pro- 
perty, and  life,  except  in  criminal  cafes,  are  in- 
violable, which  the  emprefs,  in  her  Inftruclion, 
fe6fc.  cxiv.  exprefely  eftabliihes  as  a  fundamental 
principle  of  the  ruffian  form  of  government :  no 
man  is  condemned  unheard,  but  every  one,  even 
a  traitor  or  a  rebel,  enjoys  the  benefit  of  defence ; 
the  laws  are  enforced,  and  all  caufes  muft  be  de- 
termined by  them.  Of  equal  validity,  are  cuf- 
toms  and  ufages  * ;  all  contra6ls  are  fulfilled  with 
the  mod  punftilious  exactitude  f ;  private  pcrfons 

defend 

♦  Therefore  the  emprefs  fays  in  her  Infbuflion,  feft.  lix. 
''  Laws  are  ordinances  of  the  legillator.  But  cufloms  and 
"  ufages  are  traditions  of  the  whole  nation/' 

f  It  muft  however  be  remarked,  that  this  is  particularly  ap* 
plicable  to  the  late  emprefs.  In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  they 
were  fometimes  broken;  probably  without  her  knowledge. 
Thui,  for  example,  a  man  had  to-day  a  grant  of  an  eftate  belong- 
ing to  the  crown,  for  twelve  years,  by  way  of  leafc ;  and  it 
would  be  taken  from  him  in  one  year  afterwards,  without  com- 
pen&tion,  and  given  away  to  another.  But  at  prefent  fuch 
things  arc  unheard  of.  Even  when  a  perfon  has  the  grant  of 
an  eftate  in  fee,  if  there  be  a  leafe  upon  it,  the  terms  of  it  are 
faithfully  obferved ;  on  the  other  hand,  of  all  c^^ntraflors  the 
exad  fulfilment  of  their  covenant  is  required,  even  when  they 

can 
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defend  their  property,  even  againft  claims  oti  the 
part  of  the  Crown,  in  couife  of  law  according  to 
the  ftatutes  * ;  when  a  man  has  fufFered  a  fu'p- 
pofed  injury,  he  may  make  a  reprefentation  and 
expe6l  relief  f,  &c. 

In  all  countries,  with  the  beft  confthutidn,  an 
abufe  of  power  will  fometimes  happen,  ^dien  the' 
ruler,  or  a  violent  minifter,  or  a  felfiih  and  rapa- 
cious  governor,  or  a  venal  judge,  invades  the 
rights  of  a  province,  of  a  town,  of  a  particular 
clafe  of  people,  or  of  private  perfons.  The  fame 
may  occafk>nany  happen  likewife  in  Rufiia  '^.    But 


can  prove  that  they  ruffer  damage  by  it ;  it  being  rea/onably 
foppofedy  that  the  contra6lor,  when  he  made  the  contradl^  had 
duly  weighed  the  advantages  and  the  difadvantages  :  from  the 
former  he  gires  nothing  back>  therefore  it  is  but  equitable  that 
he  ihoold  bear  the  latter. 

*  When  a  nobleman,  whofe  eftate  borders  on  one  belonging; 
to  the  crown>  has  a  difpute  concerning  the  boundsj  it  is  decided 
by  the  Ordinary  judges,  according  to  the  !aws  ia  being.  The 
crown  has  never  required  a  partial  refped,  and  it  has  no  pre- 
fcrence  in  legal  deciftons:  it  might  happen  formerly  that  a 
governor  or  a  judge  had  hopes  of  getting  a  reward  for  fuck 
obliquity  ;  hut  it  never  happens  now, 

^  Inilances  are  not  wanting  of  ample  compenfation  being 
made  by  the  fucceflbr  for  ads  of  injuiUce  committed  in  the 
former  reign. 

t  Duxiiig  the  reign  of  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  people,  without 
being  brought  to  a  hearing,  were  fent  off,  and  difappeared* 
It  is  thonglit  that  in  every  year  of  her  reign  a  thoufand  perfons 
vere  the   fad  Tifiims  ^f  this  pra^^e.    She  reigned  twenty 

fi  thence 
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thence  to  dnw  a  gcner^  or  unfitvoitfable  conclu^ 
fion,  woukl  be  to  judge  very  mcoafideraJbely :  ac- 
cordii^  to  law^  oi'  properly  according  to  the  con- 
fUtution,  fuch  diforderfij,  and  ^fpacially  a£b  of 
violence,  cannot  happen. 

In  flaany  countries  the  people  have  recei^d 
their  privileges  by  charter  from  their  pdnces  *.    So 
in  Ruffia  are  ieveral  inftimoefi  of  a  like  natuxe. 
In  regard  to  the  unlimited  power  of  the  fovere^ 
which  always  defcends  entire  to  the  fiicceObr,  tlie 
lafting  validity  of  them  feems  to  r<3quire  feme 
notice.     When  the  fovereign  grants  a  charter,  it 
lliould  appear  as  if  the  fucceffor  was  limited  by  it ; 
and  in  general  that  privileges  conferred  on  the 
fubjefts  were  not  perfeAly  conipatible.with  unli- 
mited  power.     But,  by  this  mode  of  inference  no 
fovereign  ftate  could  enter  into  treaties  of  peace 
or  of  commerce  with  others ;  as  in  them  likewife 
the  fucceffor  is  bound  to  fulfil  the  "j"  conditions. 
Herein,  however,  tlie  greatnefs  of  the  fovereign  is 
difplayed  in  its  full  fplendor,  inafmucli  as  he  can 
grant  privileges  of  permanent  validity ;  he  would 
himfelf  limit  his  power,  were  he  to  declare  thofc 
granted  by  his  predeceffors  null  and  void  ;  at  the 
lame  time  by  fo  doing,  he  would  deftroy  all  fecu- 

*  Whether  they  be  granted  fredy  and  by  peculiar  agree- 
ment, or  extorted  from  the  prmce^  makes  not  much  dificrence» 
at  leafl  in  their  confeqaences. 

f  That  he  fomctimes  finds  a  pretext  for  departing  from  an 
alliance  concluded  in  the  former  reign,  we  are  taught  by  hiftory 
both  antient  and  modern. 

rity, 
3 
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rity,  the  maia  pUlar  of  the  govcranieiit  For 
this  important  reafon  the  foverdgdi  of  Rulfi* 
have  preferved  their  unlimited  power  unimpaired, 
while  they  maintained  and  occafionaUy  enlarged 
not  only  the  written  privilege3,  but  alfo  thofe 
refting  on  anticait  ufage  and  tacit  approbation 
aloae.  Ill  proof  of  thia,  we  may  bring  the  Kor 
zaks,  the  Baihkirs,  &q.  refpe^ing  their  e?;qlufivc 
right  of  property  in  the  countries  they  inhabited } 
the^  provinces  of  liyonia  and  j&ilhonia,  whicb» 
iince  they  fell  to  jFiuflia,  in  lieu  of  fumiibipg  re^ 
eruits,  pay  a  certain  fine;  the  whole  body  of 
nobility,  whofe  antienti  rights  Jhave  of  late  received 
a  confiderable  augmentation ;  the  proprieix>rs  of 
mines,  to  whom  Peter  I-  in  their  chajter  granted 
a  complete  allodial. right,  with  the  ipecial  ajSuranco 
that  it  fbould  be  held  facred  by  all  his  fucceffors 
in  the  empire,  which  the  late  emprefi  has  ferther 
increafed  by  remitting  the  imperial  dues;  with 
many  more  inftances  of  a  fimilar  ki»d.  -^  An  ini" 
perial  law  in  the  general  regulation  proceeding 
from  that  emperor,  for  that  reafon  makes  it  the 
duty  of  every  tribunal  and  college,  in  framing 
their  judgments,  always  to  have  regard  to  e^ifting 
privileges^  and  to  decide  accordingly:  and  this 
happens  perpetually ;  the  fcnate  has  frequently^ 
interpofed,  when  patentees  have  been  willing  tp 
wave  their  privil^e,  by  plainly  declaring;  ita  di£^ 
approbaticm  of  inch  a  ptoceedtqyg,  a&d  infiili&g: 

VOL.  II.  o  Oft 


194  GOVERXMENT   OF   THE   EMPIRE. 

on  its  being  maintained*.  But  how,  if  itafoni 
of  ftate,  and  the  welfare  of  the  Empire  f,  demand 
an  alteration  or  a  total  abrogation  of  the  privi- 
lege ?  Indeed  it  appears  tliat  no  fovereign  could 
take  that  upon  him  without  the  confent  or  a  fuf- 
.licient  indemnification  of  the  privileged  party, 
who  ought  to  enjoy  at  lead  the  right  of  a  con- 
tfaftor.  Privileges,  however,  are  not  to  be  con- 
fidercd  merely  as  contra^,  but  as  la^vs,  the  place 
•af  whJch  they  undoubtedly  fepply.  Thefe,  when 
they  degenerate  and  become  hUrtfiil,  require  a 
remedy,  that,  like  pernicious  abufes,  they  may 
not  be  perpetuated.  The  fovereign  may  find 
kimfelf  obliged  to  retrench  or  entirely  to  abolifh  a 
privilege  panted  by  himfelf  or  his  predeceffors,  on 
its  appearing  to  be  hurtful.  This  maybe  illuf- 
larated  by  Toine  inflances,  -  iTie  patriarchal  dignity 
Was  for  a  long  period  of  time  interwoven  with  the 
political  arid  ecclefiaftiral  conftitution  of  thS  em- 
pire;- it  had  been  fanfctioned  and  confirmed  by 

• 

*  Even  (liglit  di  fad  vantages  have  been  difregarded  when  juf- 
tifie^  by  a  privilege.  Thus,  in  one  of  the  provinces  of  the 
Baltic,  a'  printing- office  had  a'  patent  for  the  fale  of  cer;aia 
charch  and  Cihtiol  books.  Though  they  were  printed  and  dif- 
pofed  of  by  tiioufands^  yet  the  patientee  greatly  enhanced  their 
price.  A  bookfeller  got  permiflxon  of  hin>  to  print  them,  for 
the  beneiit  of  the  poor  boors,  cheaper  by  about  one  half.  But 
toe  fenate  would  not  allow  of  it,  prote^ed  the  printing-office' 
in*  th^exercife  of  its  privilege;  and  declared  that,- in  virtije  of 
i\^  theioSie  Juki  a  right  to  (ell  its  books  at  a  dearer  rate,  than 
jyiqther  might  engage  to  do.    ^  .    ; 

f  Juftly  coniidered  as  the  paramount  law. 

feveral 


i 

1 


feveral  monarchs,  and  may  theiefbre  be  con(i-< 
4ered  a«  a  privilege  granted  to  the  nation,  and 
eipecially  to  the  clergy:  but,  on  its  becoming 
dangerous  and  pernicious,   it  was  aboliihed  by 
Peter  the  great.  —  The  Ukraine  had  a  privilege^ 
in  virtue  whereof  they  chofe  their  own  hetman. 
Hence  frequently  arofe  dilfcnfions,  rebdlion,  and 
kiteftine  war.     The  monarch  of  Ruffia  iaw  himfelf 
neceffitated  to  interpofe  in  the  ele6iion,  and  thus 
to  fet  bounds  to  that  privileged  liberty.     But,  the 
hetman,  as  chieftain  of  a  rude  and  turbulent  peo^ 
jde,  joining  fometimes  with  the  enemies  of  the 
empire,  and  thus  growing  dangerous  to  it,  it  was 
found  neceflary  to  prevent  the  ele6iion  entirely, 
and  to  leave  the  place  for  a  length  of  time  un- 
occupied ;  tin,  at  lafi,  from  the  feveral  complaints  * 
that  were  made  againft  their  fcnrmer  hetman,  and 
for  other  weighty  reafons,  theemprefs  Catharine  IL 
aboliihed  it  quite.  ^—  So  likewife  the  Zaporogians 
had  a  ftated  privilege  of  right  over  their  territory 
and  conftitution,  arifmg  from  antient  cuftom  and 
tacit  convention :  in  which,  as  long  as  it  was  pof- 
fible,  they  were  proteded     Their  Hcentious  man* 
ners  and  turbulent  fpirit  loudly  called  for  reflraint 
They  exclaimed  againft  this  falutary  meafure  as 
an  aft  of  violence,  and  proceeded  from  one  degree 
of  infolence  to  another :  till  at  length  no  other 
alternative  was  left  for  the  iafetv  of  the  empire 
thaa  to  abolifli  their  conftitution,  together  with 
their  pretended  privilege.  —  On  the  whtfle  it  is 
.    '     .  OS  plain 
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ptbin  thsA  the  TQfGan  {cfvetcsgns.  hsve  pnooeed^ 
t^itfa  grezt  caution  in  th«  alterations  thai  hKfto 
heexi  f(H}0d  neoctfai^r,  not  only  in  privil^gta,  btib 
cv&n  in  itfutpations  and  jivefcri{>(rivt  ufages,  -when 
they  have  had  but  tlie  Uadft  femblaaice  ^  jixftice 
on  theit  fi^*;  alwa;98  'ex|Kiring  their  motires^ 
IumI  eren  Ireferring  tiie  choice  bettircen  the  adop-? 
tidn  of  a  ^evr  or  the  adhering,  to  an  okl  reguht-: 
tUxt^  (to  the  parties  conoernled't.  If  tlie  fovereigti 
w^re 'obliged  4X)  Idave  aU  tfaings  to  prooeed  npan 
the  old  fyfbem,  (he  tvoukl  not  be  able  to  cfftA 
ally  .good;  but  the  aiteration  of  a  privilege  is 
frequently  a  real  benefit^   as,   among  other  ex- 


^  For  ififtwice  in  Livonia  and  Eftlionia;  when*  for  reafons 
of  ftate«  the  expofrktion  of  corn  has  been  prohibited  for  a 
*  tlitie,  *a«  ^asiibne  in'tlie  fcvcn  years  war  by  the  emprcfs  Eliza- 
fcetli.  The  hone  liitfjr  be  f^eid  like  wife  of  new  impoifls:  for,  in 
tlia  two  dnke^oftB  «flbw«tian[t]bnfed»  wh«n  the  liaattfs  of  land  0t 
the  bc;ginnii^^t)f  ^e  ^liAeeiith  c6ntury  were  wOrth  no  mot-e 
than  from  five  hundred  to  a  thottfand  rublesj  the  taxes  €oaId 
iTot  be  To  ^reat  as  at  prefent  when  the  Value  is'rifen  to  between 
iitree  hundred  ^d^five  tlioufand  robles,  and  at  times  fiill  higher. 
Litonbns  aiKi<£iH;1i6Rian9^  when  t?he  ctHiverfatton -in  companiei 
at  Pecerftorg  has  dimed  upon  ihe  prtidiice  of  eftat^s,  :md  rich 
Roifians  have  istlked  of  ibtir  or  ive  pfr  coat,  have  bragged  of 
gaining  eleven  per  cent  l)y  theirs :  which  they  nay  do  —  ^jr 
methods  at  which  humanity  Ihudders. 

f  At  the  abolition  of  the  2aporQ^iahs  it  was  lefl  to  their 
thorct  Whtthtfr  they  tvouid  adopt  k  rt^ular  niod^  trf  lift,  ift- 
^ave^tbte  tmpire.'*-Tbe«eliir  political  reguIatioA  ^as  notforccl 
nrpon  the  cities  of  ^i^sL  and  Rvvai :  it  was  left  to  die  dkoiot  tS 
,ihe4>usgfhejrs;  they  foandU  more  beneficiat.  ; 
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amplcs^  tiie  folk^whig  will  ikew.  According  to 
the  privUiege  granted  to  the  miners  by  Peter  the 
great,  the  private-  awners  were  obliged,  as  has 
been  aheady  mentioiied)  to  pay  certain  tributes  or 
tithes  to  the  crown :  but  the  late  enoprefi  C^tha-r 
rine  II.  ]^iaft€[uilhed  theie  claims;  andinfteadof 
that  burden  granted  them  aR  encounigen^nb 
This  was  an  alteratioa  of  the  greateft  advantage^ 
—  The  koaaks  of  Little  Ruffia  were  oUiged  by 
their  privileged  con^itutioo,  not  only  to  furnlA 
troops^  but  to  maintain  them  at  their  own  ex- 
pence,  by  arbitrary  and  heavy  contributions,  par- 
tially levied  by  their  cbieft.  Tl>is  was  all^^  hf 
her  late  miyefty  :  the  ilated  number  of  troops  now 
receive  their  regular  maintenance  from  the  crown, 
agreeably  to  the  army  eftablifhm^nt ;  and  thofe 
who  ftay  at  home  pay,  to  their  great  advantage, 
a  very  moderate  annual  rate.  —  The  entails  on 
eftatet  in  i.ivonia  ^vd  Efthonia  were  found  to  givf 
rife  to  many  ^levances ;  they  were  accordingly 
cut  off,  to  the  great  joy  of  hotfi  dukedoms,  Iw 
the  late  emprefs,  though  they  were  founde4  W 

privileges^  —  In  like  jnaanei:  the  new  mode,  of 
governing  by  vkfrQys  the  pfxivkiefn  was  a  x^ 
benefit,  even  to  thofe  that  were  moft  proud  of 
their  chartered  ri§;hts*, 

Tb.H» 

*  To  omit  for  the  prefent  a  great  nuny  very  important 
advantages,  we  ihal!  here  only  mention,  that  formerly  ii| 
l^ivonia  and  Bftl^Mlia  &veral  civil  olHcei  innft  be  executed 

03  gratjj. 
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This  natutally  leads  us  to  a  fubjeft  which  hai 
never  yet  been  unfolded  in  any  fiitisfaftwy  manner 
by  the  authors  that  have  written  on  Rufliai 
namely,  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  empire. 
Some  writers  have,  indeed,  affirmed  that  fuch 
laws  do  exift,  while  others  will  not  allow  it,  or  at 
leaft  exprefs  their  doubta  upon  the  matter ;  pro* 
bably  becaufe  they  either  have  not  duly  confidered 
the  nature  of  political  conflitutions  in  general,  or 
not  properly  examined  into  that  of  Ruffia*.  Cer- 
tainly, if  we  were  to  afk  the  Ruffians,  efpecially 
the  great  multitude,  concerning  them,  we  (hould 
foon  have  reafon  to  dpubt  of  their  exiftence,  as  it 
is  not  cuflomary  to  make  them  the  fubjed  of  con- 
verfationf ;  though  we  frequently  hear  of  laws 

of 


fritis.  Now  erery  officer  lits  his  regular  (alary :  and  many 
places  fomiib  a  decent  income  to  perfims  who  were  a  charge 
upon  the  public.  Therefore  thefe*  as  well  as  other  provinces^ 
thanked  the  emprefs  for  giving  them  the  new  inftitution  by 
deputies* 

•  If  they  had  confidered  that  in  the  whole  world  there  is  no 
fuch  thing  as  a  pore  defpotifin,  they  would  at  leaft  have  been 
led  to  fuppofe  thai  there  muft  be  fundamenul  laws  in  RttiSa» 
even  though  they  were  not  to  be  pointed  out,  and  ftill  lefs  in 
writing,  but  were  only  tradidonaL  •«-  They  leem  to  have  been 
led  by  an  imaginary  notioii  of  /uadamtntal  hws  that  will  by  no 
means  fi^it  with  Ruffia. 

f  Npr  is  this  at  all  furprifing;  in  many  other  cou&tiies, 
where  ih^  fnbjcAs  have  not  thf  iame  opportunities  of  dif- 

coarfin^ 
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of  the  empire  and  innperial  lawis*,  which,  how* 
ever,  in  fba^e  cafes,  may  be  regarded  as  cpixipo- 
nent  parts  of  themf.     What  then  are  we  to  unr 

Gerilan4 
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courfing  on  the  lawi  and  ftate  affairs  as  we  have  in  EAglan<f, 
yoa  will  fcarcel/  £nd  even  a  literary  man  who  can  give  you 
a  good  'account  of  the  laws,  under  the  protection  of  which 
he  limes ;  this  knowledge  is  generally  confined  to  the  puUit 
fundUonaries.  ; 

.  *  Theie  two  exprefEons  are  often  ufed  as  fynonimous*  y^ 
they  (eem  foinetimes  to  admit  of  a  diftinCUon.  Perhaps  ytf 
might  fay  that  every  ukafe  coming  from  the  throne,  untois.it 
relate  entirely  to  a  private  concern,  is  a  law  of  the  empire; 
but  when  it  delivers  a  general  rule  (though  only  for  fome  parr 
ticular  clafs.  Sec]  it  is  then  to  be  ranked  among  the  impersa) 
laws,  which  are  fometimes  called  imperial  regulations,,  and 
from  their  collet ve  contents,  the  imperial  conftitution.  To 
this  coniequently  belong  even  particular  ukafes,  as  the;-^  is  n^t 
yet  any  complete  code,  though  there  are  already  many  collec- 
tions of  laws.  -T-  The  patent  granted  by  her  majeity  fome  years 
fince  to  the  nobility,  which  they  received  with  gratitude  as  a 
beneficial  privilege,  is  an  imperial  law.  It  afcertains  the  pre- 
teniions  of  the  nobility,  as  the  golden  boll  in  Germany,  ana 
the  magna  charta  in  England,  afcertain  certain  rights  and 
immunities.  The  two  latter  are  fundamental  laws  of  the 
countries  to  which  they  relate ;  why  then  fhould  not  the  firft^ 
mentioned  bear  the  fame  title,  or  be  regarded  as  a  component 
part  of  the  fundamental  lawj  that  afcertains  the  pretenfions  of 
the  people  ?  At  lead  it  has  an  important  influence  in  the  confti-' 
tution ;  and  to  the.  nobility,  is  in  the  place  of  a  fundamental 
law.  —  In  iome  refpedb  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  new  poli- 
tical regulation  of  the  governments  as  a  privilege. 

t  We  learn  from  hiftory,  that  the  teutonic  nations,  almoft 
to  the  time  of  Charlemagne,  had  no  other  laws  than  old  efla* 

o  4  bliihed 


derftand  by  futidtmental  lk\rs  t"  In  many  tonn* 
tries  they  sxt  merely  traditionary,  and.it  would 
be  requiring  too  much  to  expeft  that  they  fliould 
fee  always  written  in  formal  characters  and  fo- 
lemnly  promulgated  *.  Neither  are  we  to  forget 
that  in  many  countries  they  do  not  at  all  extend 
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fcKik#d  nuxiflis  dciiv«d  frpm  father  to  fon.  No  man  will  alirft 
that  their  conHitations  were  deftitute  of  fundamental  laws ;  for 
teftainly  to  them  bdlotiged  the  democratic  form  of  government, 
the  limited  power  of  their  kings,  the  allodial  freedom,  and  the 
){reat  right  of  holding  lands  in  fee*limple,  &c.  When  theft 
tiadons  began  lo  canmit  their  traditional  nugdms  to  writing* 
then  arofe,  among  the  Ffanks,  for  example,  the  faliqae  kw, 
feskd  others,  as  acknowledged  fundamental  laws.  The  borgun*- 
lliftn,  iaxott,  and  other  laws,  had  exadly  the  fame  origin.  But 
they  ware  in  being  and  valid  long  before  they  were  redaced  to 
wridng. 

•  See  Schlistzer's  hiftoric&l  inquiry,  and  Patter's  difp.  de 
legam  imperii  fondamentaliam  et  civitiam  diflferentia,  which 
authors  make  contents  and  form  abfolutely  neceflary  to  funda- 
mental laws  ;  and  the  latter  fays  exprefsly  that  the  people  muft 
snake  them,  or  concur  in  making  them,  or  at  lead  toluntarily 
approve  of  them.  Now^  this  requires  a  few  words  of  remark. 
Yhe  folemn  form  and  written  text  is  16  be  found  only  in 
fome  countries :  but  neither  of  them  are  neceiZary  properties, 
it  traditionary  maxims  with  many  nations  have  long  fnpplied 
iind  ftill  fupply  the  place  of  fundamenul  laws.  Jud  as  little  is 
It  abfolutely  neceflary  that  the  people  fhould  make  or  concur  in 
inakingthem:  for  Minos,  Solon,  Lycurgus,  and  other  famous 
legiAators,  fVamed  not  Only  civil  but  fundamental  laws,  which 
the  people  merely  admitted ;  for  Confeut  may  be  either  verbal 
Of  tacit. 

4  to 
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16  each  particular  province,  but  that  tliefe  may 
IbmetiiMs  have  a  fort  6f  conftitutioti  of  their 
own.  —  In  Ruffla  they  can  {hew  fundamental  laws 
redticed  to  irriting ;  but  whether  all  be  fo  or  not 
requires  a  fliorc  review  of  former  tmnfafiioM.  It 
yfrould  be  a  difficult  undertaking  to  afcertain  their 
urigin  throu^out  in  fucceflion  of  time,  but  two 
Df  thmn  at  leaft  muft  be  of  equal  date  with  the 
body  politic.  For,  though  the  ruffian  hiftory,  as 
fitr  as  it  is  at  prefent  known,  fays  nothing  of  any 
antient  compaft,  either  oral  or  written,  between 
the  fovereign  and  the  people,  yet  no  man  will 
eafily  be  perfuaded,  that  the  independent  and  free 
raffian  tribes,  when  they  chofe  foreign  princes^ 
as  they  did  Rurik  and  his  brethren,  to  be  their 
rulers,  fubmitted  themfelves  unconditionally,  with« 
out  any  refervation  of  life  and  property,  to  their 
arbitrary  will;  ss  may  likewife  be  iaid  of  the  pe« 
riod,  when,  after  the  extinftion  of  Rurik's  race, 
the  cfown  was  conveyed  to  the  elder  *Godunof, 
and  laftly  to  the  houfe  of  Romanof :  nor  can  it 
any  more  be  conceived,  that  thefe  princes  would 
have  taken  upon  them  the  burden  of  government, 

*  I  fay  notlang  here  of  ZvLifkoy,  as  on  liisi^acceffion  to  the 
throne  fome  of  the  moSt  emiaent  of  the  bo/ars,  as  has  been 
already  mentionedy  propofed  to  his  option  fome  articles,  by 
vrhich  they  abrogated  the  old  fundamental  laws  which  defined 
the  grand  prerogatives  of  majeHy,  and  in  their  ilead  propofed 
new  ones  with  limitations :  which  innovation  the  people  foon 
found  to  be  prejadicial>  and  entirely  rejeded. 

without 
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pofitive  and  negative  would  be  fuperfluous,  be- 
caufe  what  we  Aould  allow  to  the  monarch  as 
poiitive  would  belong  to  the  negatives  of  the 
people.  But  an  accurate  fiateinent  of  what  re- 
lates to  all  the  fubje^  in  genera],  or  to  certam 
ranks  in  particular,  might  tend  to  illuftrate  many 
things;  j^^  without  running  into  prolixity,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  know  always  where  to  draw 
the  line :  befides,  neither  the  limits  nor  the  plan 
of  this  undertaking  would  allow  of  inftrting  ab- 
ftra^  of  privileges,  grants,  edifts,  patents,  Arc. 
The  proof  that  there  are  ftindateental  laws  of 
the  empire  in  Rufllia^  with  a  reference  to  them, 
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to  tb%  prerogatives  of  the  fovereign»  namely,  i.  his  unliimted 
aothoricy,  and  2.  the  hereditary  right  of  hb  pofterity  to  the 
Tdfiaii  throne.  He  adopts  them  both  from  the  charter  of  fettle- 
neiit  whkh  was  drawn  ap  and  foUcribed  by  all  the  ranks  on 
the  extindion  of  the  race  of  Rarik>  on  the  14th  of  April,  1615, 
at  the  ele^joa  of  Mikhaib  Romanof:  to  which,  however, 
he  adds  the  prefiimp(l6n«  that  the  framer  of  that  charUr  of  At- 
tlement  adoally  reprefented  the  whole  nation.  Put  thi^pre- 
fnmption  is  needleis,  as  that  charter*  by  rceogni^iog  an  mi- 
fimited  authority  and  hereditary  fitcceffion,  brought,  no  nev 
prerogative  into  aiftion,  but  only  acknowledged  both  as  an 
ufage  handed  down  from  tames  iounemorial,  and  generally  ac- 
knowledged as  falutary,  (if  indeed  records  of  remote  antiqoiqr 
on  that  matter  were  not  already  in  being,)  repeated  for  the 
purpofe  of  utterly  annihilating  the  attempted  limitation  at  the 
elefUon  of  tzar  Zuifkoy. --^  In  favour  of  the  claims  of  the  peo« 
pie,  M.  Schlcetzer  finds  nothing  like  a  fandamentjU  law  of  the 
empire. 

will 


viU  fasnifh  the  leader  ifSTth  fufficient  occafion 
fiir  bk  own  fitrth^  refleai<«is*.  — Sudi  are  the 
fidfewiog: 

L  In  regard  to  die  fpvereign: 

1.  The  heraiitary  fuccjeffiont:  1.  That  the 
tbene  is  hecttahle  in  both  fcxes,  were  nothing 
jtdm:ed  to  ^Oeriting  on  tiiis  head,  either*  in  the 
charter  of  fetUttnent  of  the  year  1613,  or  in  any 
wore  wtient  record^  yet  this  prerogative  is  one 
of  the  ttfi^es  handed  down  from  thetr  anceftoi^p 
and  recogniaed  as  valid  by  the  people^  which  aa 
a  tradition  adiliitted  by  the;  whole  nation;};,  in  the 
fseknt  €s&y  has  the  Ibrce  of  a  fundamenW  iaw 
of  the  em^ipe.  S.  Tte  Tight  to  appoint  the  £ut> 
odibr^  of  which  a  Aifficieat  eluddation  hu  beea 
given  bdSbre  ^* 

*  Itls  not  my  deii^  to  exhaoA  the  fubjed  by  prodadi^  ail 
the  fandamental'laws  of  the  empire  that  are  ia  being.  Neither 
will  it  merit  any  very  hris^h  degree  tif  animadverfion  if  fome 
iMuld  iieie  be  veckoned  URong  tfaem  on  whicb  others  might 
perb]|pi  refiife  to  ^eftow  th»t  tide. 

^  That  even  Schloetzer  acknowledges.it  to  be  a  fundmoentil 
law  has  been  mentioned  juft  above. 

I  WlMch  ne^er  iho«ght  of  caUing  this  eight  of  fgccefllon 
into  queftion.  —  Indeed  Schloetzer  is  of  opinion,  in  his  hifloncal 
m^iury^  that  .the  frequent  repetition  of  aa-aA  does  not  beget  a 
law  ;  bat  afagc  fupplying  the  place  of  law  may  arife  from  it« 

^  It  is  not  neceflfary  to  derive  it  fisom  a  'later  ordinance,  and 
p  call  it,  with  Bufching,  a  fundamental  Uw.  Bat  it  follows 
from  two  ^acknowledged  fondamentai .  la ws  which  a&ribe  thf 
lieredittry  faccei&on  and  the  unlimited  authority  to  the  foverdgn. 

2.  The 
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2-  The  uncircumfcribled  authority  *  which 
eom^rebends  all  the  great  and  exclufive  prero- 
gatives of  majefty,  fome  of  which  have  bectt 
already  fpecilRed,  e.  g.  the  folc  legiflation,  even  in 

•  •    •  • 

dedeiiaftical  matters,  together  with  the  office  or 
chief  magi^rate,  the  full  power  to  make  war  and 
peace,  to  afcertain  regalties,  &c.  To  this  may 
h6  addeil,  that  the  fovereign  has  the  right  to  em- 
ploy the  revenues  of  the  empire  according  as  he 
thinks  fit;  to  enforce  all  his  abiblute  commands 
with  his  military ;  to  conftitute  imperial  colleges, 
or  to  alter  them  again ;  to  appropriate  to  himfelf 
all  lands  and  grounds  which  have  no  determinate 
pwner,  and  to  difpofe  of  them  as  he  pleaies ;  to 
appoint,  conilitute,  and  employ  certain  free  people 
ainmediately  belonging  to  the  cro^im,  where  he 
ihall  think  proper,  if  no  particular  privileges, 
immunities,  &c.  exprefsly  declare  otherwife;  to 
change  the  refidence;  to  fliare  the  government 
with  another  t>  or  to  lay  it  down  :j; ;  to  travel  out 
of  the  empire,  and  to  appoint  at  will  a  regency 
for  the  interim,  &a 

*  This  likewife  Scklcetzer  declares  to  be  t  fundamenul  law 
of  the  empire. 

'   t  The  ruffian  hiftory  affords  examples  of  this^  to  which 
never  any  thing  was  obJeAcd. 

X  Whether  in  fach  a  cafe  he  could  appropriate  and  preime 
any  particular  prerogatives,  and  of  what  kiod*  wooU  iadeel 
be  a  problem  in  the  civil  law  of  Rulfia. 

5  3.  That 
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3-  That  the  fovereign  is  an  irhpeiial  majefty; 
and  the  dominion  an  empire.  The  Iblemn  oStt 
of  this  title  by  the  ariftocracy  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  empire,  the  acceptance  of  it  in  behalf  of 
all  the  fuccefiioti,  are  reafons  for  deeming  this  a 
fundamental  law  of  the  empire. 

The  queftion,  whether  the  rights  of  the  fove- 
reign indtide  a  partition  of  the  empire,  by  means 
whereof  he  may,  for  inftance,  if  he  have  feveral 
heirs,  affign  to  each  of  them  his  fepai-ate  portion, 
with  all  the  regalties,  may  be  confidered  in  two 
points  of  view.  His  unlimited  authority  feems 
to  decide  for  the  affirmative,  efpccially  as  parti* 
tions .  have  been  made  in  antient  times.  On  the 
other  fide  there  appear  to  be  weighty  reafons 
againft  fuch  a  difmemberment,  at  leail  to  diifuade 
firom  it,  as,  among  others:  becaufe  the  former 
partitions  brought  on  a.  weaknels  and  a  fenfibie 
decline  of  the  empire*  ;  becaufe,  from  the  time 
of  tzar  Ivan  VaffiUievitch  it  has  remained  undi- 
vided; becaufe,  as  an  hereditary  empire,  it  gives 
the  next  fucceflbr  authentic  claim  to  an  unbroken 
fovereignty;  becaufe  there  is  only  one  ruffian 
empire ;  becaufe  the  very  title  of  a  felf  or  fole 
ruler  of  all  Ruffia,  or  of  all  the  Ruffias,  precludes 
^ery  difmemberment  To  this  may  be  added, 
that,  by  Tatifchtlchef s  account,  tzar  Ivan  the 

*  It  bould  not,  however>  be  Forgotten,  that  at  that  time  it 
was  not  by  far  of  (o  vail  extent  as  at  prefent. 

•  great, 
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great,  after  he  had  thrown  off  the  tartariau  yoke, 
and  refiored  the  monarchy,  eftabliflied  the  indivi- 
fibility  of  the  empire  by  a  law  which  he  caufed 
to  be  confirmed  by  a  diet  convened  by  him  for 
that  purpofe.  —  The  matter  affumes  another  ibape 
by  important  conquefts,  which  feem  to  form  an 
excepti<:|p,  becaufe  then  the  ai^uments  adduced 
neither  6ppafe  it  nor  have  place  *•  —  In  like 
manner  the  fovereign  has  undoubtedly,  a  right 
to  aflign  to  his  heii*s  certain  apanagies  within  the 
empire  tliough  without  regalties. 

In  all  countries  the  ruler  takes  the  throne  under 
certain  obligations ;  but  not  everywhere  can  a 
code  be  referred  to  on  that  fubjetS,  wiiich,  in  all 
probability,  is  the  cafein  Rjuilia. 

2.  In  regard  to  the  {uh^Aa  there,  are  i^ecific  , 
obligations  and  rights.  The^  former  arife  either 
fixMn  the  abftmft  idea  of  fubjefts  and  firom  the 
nature  and  end  of  government;  they  are,  there- 
fore, alike  in  all  countries,  fuch  as>efpe&  towards 
the  majefty,  fealty  and  obedience,  fervice,  pay* 
ment  of  legal  taxes,  8cc.  ~  or  they  proceed  from 
the  fundamental  laws  which  afcertain  tiic  prero- 
gatives of  the  crown. 

*  In  fiicli  a  c»(e  it  couM  not  properly  be  culled  a  parcltion  or 
diTiQeHbermeat.  This  could  hare  .happeaed*  for  example^  if 
Holdein  had  not  been  given  up ;  a  grand  ducal  prince  might 
liave  received  it  as  a  feparate  dukedom»  for  it  did  not  belong  to 
fhe  empire.  The  (kme  holds  good^  likewife,  of  a  conqnered 
province,  it  can  be  reftored  or  erected  into  a  feparate  ftate. 


SOVEREieN    POWER,  .  209 

.  The  rights  of  the  fubjefts  are  grounded  either 
on  the  idea  of  fubje61:s,  or  on  the  end  and  aim  of 
a  conftitution,  or  on  old  derived  cuftoms,  or  oil 
^Titten  fundamental  laws,  or  privileges  that  (land 
in  place  of  law,  and  the  like.  They  concera 
either  the  empire  at  large,  or  particular  tribes, 
ranks,  and  clafles ;  and  in  fuch  regards  they  in- 
clude, fecurity  of  perfon,  of  rcputatiph,  and  of 
property;  juftice  not  denied;  legal  proteftion 
againil  violence  and  oppreflion ;  unmolefted  enjoy-!" 
ment  of  all  lawfully  obtained  immunities,  privi- 
leges, and  rights ;  the  right,  on  the  extinftion  of 
the  reigning  family,  if  no  fucceffor  be  appointed, . 
to  eleft  one,  &c.  —  Accordingly,  the  nobility 
may  juftly  demand  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  all  the 
privileges  and  immunities  gi-anted  to  them  by 
letters  of  grace*.  —  The  burghers  may  appeal  to 
the  privileges  granted  to  them  in  the  regulations 
for  tOAvnfhips,  — The  Don-kozaks,  and  other  na- 

*  Among  tliem  may  in  Tome  meafure  be  reckoned  not  only 
fome  laws  in  the  Ulolhenie,  and  feveral  fingle  ukafes,  e.  g.  con- 
cerning  the  right  to  poiTefs  ellates  and  vaitals,  particularly  the 
letter  of  grace  dlTpenfedby  the  late  emprefs  to  thp  nobility  ia 
the  year  1785  ;  likewifc  one  fomewhat  prior,  that  of  the  i8th 
of  February*  1762,  by  which  the  emperor  Peter  III.  abfolves 
the  nobility  from  the  obligation,  formerly  indifpenfable,  to 
rnter  into  the  military  or  civil  fervice,  even  agaiYift  their  will. 
^s  the  rights  in  the  laft^mentioned  letter  of  grace  are  exprefsly 
called  in  it  a  fundamental  law  of  the  empire  unalterable  for 
erer,  then  other  the  like  letters  of  grace  and  privileges  jnay 
properly  be  called  fundamental  laws  of  the  empire* 

VOL.  II.  ?  tions 
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tions  of  that  kind,  may  juftly  cxpcft  that  no  in- 
rafion  be  made  on  their  difhi^  and  poffellionB, 
or  any  infringement  of  their  rights,  &c. 

It  having  been  before  mentioned  that  it  might 
be  ihewn  from  fome  examples  borrowed  from  other 
countries,  that  ftmdamental  laws  are  fufceptiblc 
of  a  gradual  enlargement  or  limitation,  it  would 
be  needlefs  to  flart  the  queftion,  whether  they 
ought Jn  general  to  be  regarded  as  et*mal  arid 
iinalteraWe  ?  Tliey  have,  perhaps,  never  been  fo 
in  any  known  country ;  a  tboufand  accidents, 
ikvbur,  war,  revolution,  intelle6lual  improvement, 
ftupidity,  and  human  depravity,  the  verieft  trifles 
in  nature  may  efFeft  an  alteration  *. 

In  conclufion  to  this  head  it  will  be  proper,  for 
obtaining  a  more  complete  knowledge  of  the  con* 
ftitution,  to,  take  a  retrofpe6l  view  of  fome  of  the 
fubje6ls  that  have  been  chiefly  noticed,  and  may 
leem  to  require  a  more  particular  account 

The  legiflative  authority  is  the  monarch  alone ; 
neither  the  whole  nation  as  a  body,  nojr  fingle 
members  or  claffes  of  it,  can  claim  any  part  therein. 
Indeed  the  late  emprefe  fummoned  a  number  of 
perfons,  /rom  the  feveral  provinces  and  oiders  of 
people,  as  coromiffioners  for  framing  a  code  of 
laws ;  but  not  as  though  this  ought  to  have  been 
done  by  the  confiitution  of  the  empire,  but  becaufe 

*  Accordingly  we  are  not  to  imagine  that  the  welfiu'e  of  the 
ftate  tncirely  depends  on  thefe  fundamental  laws. 

flie 


ibt  tAe6gf\ed  tp  giv«  her  Ail^efifi  a  o<)ittp)ete  Jatr** 
baok,  fo  qowpofcd  as  to  fuit  aU  the  ppovinceg  and 
the  iftveiraJ  onjerg  ^f  people  according  tQ  tfeeif 
pcctrfer^fituirtiou,  a;n4  to  pFocure  tb^  utmoft  poP* 
fiblepo-fedion,  -as  wdl  ap  the  )^ft  inti^u€bk)fi  t^ 
the  pTfiocpts  it  fbowid  jCODtJaia.  —  Wfie^ver  thtt 
fenate,  a  college,  the  magiftracy  of  a  proviea^ 
dragoyiemor,  iflues  wiiy  oj^dinanqes  w  iB'ooepts, 
titey  aaiuft  be.  coBtformabte  to  tlje  kws  i»  Keijg, 
and  jgnoiiiKJed -upon  them  by.  4aftine ;  after  whidbL 
k  lis/jneferved  to  the  foycrieign  tg  .e^aiqme  and  to 
^ter  difaem  at  wiU. — The  executive  anthority  is 
mdedd  comxnitbed  to  the  fegulw  courts,  but  always 
wtder  the  chief  itti^eftiou  of  the  iwwiateh,  in 
wkD&^  aaeme  they  a6t,  becauiie,  as  he  is  the  folo' 
k^lUitor,  he  is  alfo  the  forereign  judge.  JiefwkiB, 
Ac  «mpfr&»  siot  only  ia  her  Inftn^^ion  for  the 
kMr^commiffioda,  feft.  J  27,  laid  it  dowa  as  a  wlc 
tlud:  ^^  fome  judges  flull  be  of  the  i&met»nkivitb 
*'  the  cnilprit,  that  is^  lais  cqtiab,"  but  reduced  to 
pn^ice  that  beneficial  prku^ijde,  as  far  w  ym$ 
foff&iemthe  pnefcirt  fbate  oit*  things,  ita  her  ordn 
imicM  for  diie  adimniftratioQ  :of  t^  govemuEneufts. 
^-- AU  •commands,  ondioances,  fexitenbes,  andjiirit 
4acai  lUfltt^rs  aie,  as  was  laid  before,  tfiued  in  the 
fiame  or  by  the  command  of  the  m^eriai  wt^oRy^ 
wliich  ibrmedy  ^w:as  doneioti  the  faaie  ^auChority  idf 
the  imperial  colleges,  &c.  but  never  by  the  middle 
or  infcrior  courts.  Confecjttenldy,  there  arc  now 
none  but  pure  imperhd  commands  ^  and  the  only 

V  S  fiif- 
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difference  is  in  the  fource  by  which  they  are  pub- 
llflied.  One  publifhed  by  the  fenate,  or  any  other 
high  imperial  college,  is  likewife  called  an  ukafe ; 
liut  when  it  proceeds  dire6ily  from  the  majefty,  i* 
is  an  imennoi  ukafe,  or  a  namely-decree,  that  is 
figned  by-  the-  monarches  own  hand  'with  hi* 
ixame. 

*  The  fovereign  is  alfo  the  fole  difpenfer  of  all 
ranks  and  dignities*:  to  the  higher  he>himfelf 
appoints  the  perfons,  and  figns  with  his  own  hand 
the  inftrument  or  patent.  Among  thefe  are,  of 
the  clergy,  the  prelates  (archihierfeys),  namely, 
metropolitans,  archbifliops,  and  bifliops ;  of  the 
military,  all  generals  of  the  anny  to  the  colonels 
of  regiments,  and  of  the  fleet,  die  admirals  to  the 
captains  of  fliips ;  in  the  civil  department,  the 
fenators,  general-governors,  governors,  prefideuta 
of  the  fuperior  colleges,  &c.  The  inferior  degrees 
are  beftowed  in  his  name  by  the  proper  commif- 
fioners  or  boards,  e.  g.  in  the  civil  department  by 
the  fenate,  in  the  military  by  the  college  of  war, 
in  tbe  navy  by  the  admiiulty,  in  the  church  by 
the  fynod,  in  the  medical  department  by  the  col- 
lege of  medicine,  &c.  Other  pofts,  as  in  the 
proxnncial  governments,  are  in  the  appointment 
of  the  generalrgovernor  of  each,  &c.  All  thefe 
likewiie  .deliver  the  letters  of  induction  with  their 

••  ♦  Tfccrcfiwe  every  promdion  conferred  by  z  college  is  rc- 
*  gardc^d  as  coining  from  the  fovereien  himfdf. 


*■•    -m) 
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«wn  fignatures ;  only  the  patents  of  llafF-officers, 
&c  muft  be  figned  by  the  monarch.  To  all  thefe 
pofts  *,  moreover,  a  definite  rank  is  annexed, 
unifonnly  according  to  the  military  ftandard,  a 
circumftance  alnioft  peculiar  to  Ruffia  f .  It  is  to 
be  obferved,  that  in  the  civil  department  fome 
places  are  of  a  twofold  fpecies,  that  is,  either 
titular  or  aftual,  for  inftance,  titular  privy-coun- 
fellor  or  aftual  privy-counfellor  J,  and  fhe  like; 
But  a6lual  fervice  is  not  always  conneded  with 
either  §• 

Formerly 

•  Even  the  empty  titles  which  are  given  as  a  reward  for  good 
behaviour  or  faithfal  fervice.  ' 

f  Peter  I.  who  affigned  to  every  poll  its  ftated  rknk,  took 
the  ftandard  from  the  army  probably  in  the  fole  dcfign  of  (hewing 
his  people  how  important  it  was  in  his  eyes,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  point  oat  the  path  to  honour.  —  To  many  of  the  offices 
at  court  he  affixed  a  very  moderate  rank ;  but  they  were  raiferd 
by  his. next  female  fucceffors. 

%  In  livonia  and  Edhonia  the  half-french  and  half-german 
expreifion  etatfratb  is  common,  which  founds  the  more  (ingular 
as  it  is  heard  neither  ift  Germany  nor  in  Ruflia :  the  german 
word  ftat  has  been  naturalized  in  the  ruffian  language. 

$  It  is  not  however  hence  to  be  inferred  as  if  titles  were  foil, 
or  difhributed  in  lieu  of  pay :  fuch  a  traffic  is  unknown  In 
Ruffia ;  neither  patents  of  nobility,  nor  commiffions  for  officers, 
&c.  are  to  be  had  for  money.  But  numbers  of  raths^  Jlaaif- 
ratbst  and  the  like,  obtain  the  title  of  dSuaU  merely  becaufe^'  a 
higher  rank  is  annexed  to  it.  Thus  every  livonian  and  eflho* 
nian  landrath^  the  old  equellrian  landfiaatt  or  magiHracy  of  the 
knights-templars^  being  abolifhed  as  unnecefTary,  obtains  the 

p  3  title' 
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Formerly  there  were  fcvieral  monopolies  df  th^ 
crown*,  but  the  late  emprefe,  to  the  manifeft 
advantage  of  hei-  fubje6fa,  alxJifhed  the  greater 
part  of  th(*m,  referving  onfy  two,  namely,  fait  and 
fcrandy  f.  The  former,  as  a  neceffary  of  life^  fe 
cheaper  in  Ruflia  than  m  fome  other  counti  iesf, 
and  is  every  where  fold  at  the  fame  price  J ;  whero- 
ibre  the  cro\tTi,  confidering  theexpence  attending 
Tt§,    gaiits  but  little  on  that  article.     Brandy, 


title  of  an  2l&.X!a\  ftaatfratbt  without  being  thereby  invefted  with 
any  office.— -As  in  like  manner  in  Germany  many  titles  are 
dirpenfed  to  noblemen*  profeiTors,  phyficians,  &c 

♦  Namely,  rhnbarb,  potaihcs,  tobacco^  tar,  train-oil,  caviar, 
china  ware,  and  formerly  likewifb  yufts,  &c. 

t  Some  writers  fpealc  of  four  refcrved  monopolies,  adding  to 
the  two  abovoBientioned,  faltpet re  and  gunpowder.  Bat  feemingly 
Whhout  reafoA :'  for  both  thefe  articles,  in  conilderadon  of  a 
flight  duty,  may  by  any  one  be  exported  or  imported,  and  ibid 
in  the  (hops  to  any  purchafer.  Befides,  in  many  parts  they  make 
their  own  gunpowder,  and  there  are  private  manufadories  of 
£dtpetre  for  public  fale. 

X  At  tiurty^five  kopeeks  the  pood.  Except  thofe  provinces 
of  the  Baltic  and  Whit«  Ruffla  that  have  permiiTion  to  bring 
Alt  from  abroad* 

fi  Salt-pans  are  attended  with  great  expence;.  which  is  not 
the  caie  with  rock^lakorat  the  iaJt-lakes^  becauie  there  nothing 
flSore  ii  neceflary  than  tt>  cat  the  iait,  or ,  (hovel  it  dire^lly  into 
t|A  fcales }  but  the  long  tranfport  by  land  and  water  fabjcfts 
th^  «r»w»  9»  cmfidesabk  expeaco. 

being 


beiog  not  fo  necefikij)  is  fkr  dearer  \  of  whidt 
more  will  be  £iid  hereafter. 

In  regard  to  landed  pioperty  in  general^  the 
icdlowing  may  fuffice.  It  belongs^  either  to  th4 
crowQ)  Of  to  private  owners,  and  that  again  eithei 
to  individuab,  or  in  common  to  a  whole  tribe : 
bttt  this  requires  a  further  fiatement  In  Great 
Rnffia^  at  prefent  the  landed  property  is  either  in 
the  crown,  or  in  the  nobility,  or  in  the  townihip«^ 
or  in  the  odnodvortfi :  but  to  the  firft-ii^entioned 
all  that  to  which  no  private  perfon  cam  produce  t 
valid  title  f*  —  In  Little-RuiTia  -the  landed  pro- 
perty belongs  either  to  the  crown,  or  to  the  nobles 
fisttled  there,  or  to  the  towtiibipd,  or  to  the  Kozaks; 
The  lad  confidered  themfelves  fonnerly  as  the  fole 
l^^al  pofleflbra*  To  the  crown  belong  all  thofe 
ellates  which  formerly  were  allotted  to  the  hetman 
and  the  chiefs  of  the  pe^le,  in  lieu  of  ftipends ; 
as  likewife  wliAt  has  Hnce  come  to  it  by  purchafd 
Tlie  nobility  of  Great-Rmffia  have  bought  eilates 


*  ttOfUr  tbtfrefbre,  wlu>»  from  their  Giimate  or  cbeir 
"fi^fmtwUi  &c,  would  be  inclined  to  indulge  in  &r6ng  drinks^ 
•re-  obliged  to  content  themfelves  with  much  cheaper  tnd  more 
whoteftme  liquot s,  as  \mer,  qnM,  mead,  berry-wine,  kumiis* 
A>C.  which  they  prepare  thcmlelves.  With  all  this,  howevetf* 
*  tNmdlgiooi  quantity  of  brandy  ii  confiimed. 

'^  Accordingly  the  crown  has  at  times  appropriated  to  itfelf 
thofii  parcels  of  land  about  which  contending  parties  could  not 
bt  bMttght  to  agreement  by  a  proper  farveyor,  and  caafed  them. 
CD  be  masked  out  by  bbek  pofts. 

p  4  there, 
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■ 

there  *,~  and  received  many  others  as  donations 
from  the  crown.  —  In  the  country  of  the  Don-ko^ 
^aks,  though  they  are  originally  brethren  of  the 
Ruffians  of  Great  and  Little-Ruffia,  all  belongs  to 
the  nation  of  the  Kozaks :  neither  the  crown  nor 
any  nobleman  can  appropriate  to  themfelves  any 
thing  there  t-     Many  of  the  fteppes  are  not  allot- 
ted as  property  to  any  ftanitza  (village)  or  private 
perfon :  yet  the  crown  has  never  appropriated  to 
itfeif  any  part  of  them  ;  but  each  Kozak  occu- 
pies as  much  as  he  choofeS,  and  then  leaves  it 
again  to  lie  wafte.  — The  cafe  is  much  the  fame 
■with  the  UraUkozaks ;  but  there  the  crown  has 
Jilways  exercifed  the  right  of  conftru6ling  forts  at 
pleafure,  and  to  keep  garrifons  in  them,  to  the 
ufcs  whereof  however  certain  pieces   of  ground 
that  lie  contiguous  are  allotted.     So  pit)bably  it 
might  appropriate  and  let  out  the  very  productive 
fiihery  on  the  river  Ural;   at  leaft  perfons  well 

*  While  the  Ukraine  was  under  the  polilh  dominion^  the 
polifh  nobility  acquired  eftates  there  either  by  purduLfe^  or 
perhaps  alfo  by  feizure  and  ufarpation,  at  which  the  Kozaks 
at  that  time  loudly  complained^  and  frequently  rifing  ap  in 
arms  drove  them  out.  Bat  on  the  fubje^lion  of  the  coantry  to 
RviffisL,  it  was  exprefsly  dated  at  the*  confirmation  of  the 
privileges^  that  the  ruffian  nobility  may  poffefs  lande4  eilatei 
there. 

f  That  the  crown  may  cut  canals  there  in*  cafes  of  neceffity 
againft  an  enemy,  and  conftru6t  places  of  defence^  is  naturally 
to  be  underflood,  it  being  for  tl^  benefit  of  the  county  «l 

Ycrfed 
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Verfed  in  thefe  matters  affirm  that  this  right  is  in* 
lierent  in  it ;  though  the  Kozaks  would  look  with 
an  evil  eye  at  fiich  a  ftep.  —  It  is  otherwife  in  the 
country  of  the  Bafchkirs,  towards  the  mountain 
Uraltau,  or.  the  Ural  in  its  ftrifteft  fenfe.  The 
crown  is  there  the  proprietor  of  lafge  mine-works 
and  extenfive  trafils  of  foreft  * ;  but  all  the  reft  of 
the  land  the  Bafchkirs  have  always  appropriated 
to  themfelves  as  their  exciufive  heritage ;  yet  in 
fuch  manner,  as  not  appertaining  to  the  whole 
nation ;  but  that  each  main-ftem,  and  each  race 
of  them,  is  always  the  complete  exciufive  owner 
ot  one  diftri6l.  Accordingly,  if  they  fell  a  piece 
of  foreft  to  a  mine-mafter,  their,  cuftom  is  to  re- 
ferve  to  themfelves,  as  a  teftimony  of  their  mano- 
rial right,  the  game,  the  wild-growing  hops,  and 
the  bee^hives  therein.  They  likewife  adopt  colo- 
nifts  among  them  f,  to  whom  they  readily  give  a 
right  to  build  houfes  and  to  occupy  pieces  of  land 
at  will,  for  which  they  take  a  trifling  rfent  The 
like  method  is  purfued  by  the  Meftfcheraekes  and 
Tartars,  who  freely  let  out  to  any  menial  fervants 
that  com^  and  fettle  among  them,  wood,  pafture, 

*  Perhaps  by  voluntary  ccffion,  or  fimply  as  royalties  from 
the  time  of  the  conqaeft  of  the  country.  —  It  is  affirmed  by 
fpme  that  almoft  all  the  land  in  Siberia  belongs  to  the  crown  ; 
which  we  muft  leave  undecided,  but  it  feems  highly  impro- 
bable, 

t  That  is,  of  their  own  accord,  at  the  reqaeft  of  the  colo- 
nics ;  they  are  not  obliged  to  it. 

and 
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and  arable  land^  oM  much  as  tiiej  have  occafiom 
(oTj  at  a  yearly  groundrrent  of  iwcaity-^tc  ko^ 
peeks  *.  Only  they  wHl  not  that  rofiian  TiHt^ 
fiiould  be  arbitrarily  conilmded  among  of  near 
them  t ;  probably  not  alone  on  aoconoit  of  their 
freehotd^right)  but  Itkewife  for  fear  of  a  gradual 
reftri6iion,  and  wliat  may  eafily  fo&awy  a  total 
geftion|. 

Another  of  the  prerogativei^  that  adhere  tor  the 
thfone  19,  that  the  fovereign  can  xppdat  a  regency 
during  the  minority  of  his  facceffbr,  ud  fix  the 
period  t(  bis  arriving  at  majority:  Bat  if  he 
negteft  to  do  fo  during  his  lifetime^  then  the 
qnefticMi  drifts^  ^^o  fliaU:  j^ovide  for  the  gmdiastt- 
thip  and  education  of  the  fuccdfor  during  his 
minonty,  and  deckle  the  time  of  his  being  of 
age  ?  As  there  i»  no  exprefs  latr  oa  tin.  head,  no- 
})6dy  is^  a8  pfefent  uncontrovertibly-  tiias  quailed; 

'  f  liLib.  p.  33. 

•  f  In  ft>itie  of  the  ftrmcf  reigns  iW  qoeftion  hta  been  agitaced 
at  tiny  coorc  of  St.  Peterfbuxgy  whether  knds  (hould  be  alloctod 
to  the  ndfian  nobility  among  people  aiTerting  the  fame  right  of 
property k  Sagacious  minifters  have  always  been  againft  it: 
partly  becaofe  the  nobility,  icon  iacreafing  their  nombers, 
night  attempt  to  pat  reflraints  on  the  liberty  of  the  inhabi- 
tants ;  partly  because  fach  proceedings  might  excite  great  diA 
contents,  i^d  moonttrs,  and  other  ill  confequences,  efpecially 
as  fuch  nations  are  extremely  jealous  of  their  rights,  real  or 
imaginary,  as  experience  ha&  often  ftewn. 

s    and 
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iiMl  the  queftk>n  cannot  he  stSwertd.  It  ktma 
moft  natural  that  the  next  reldtkm,  without  re- 
gard to  fex,  fhouid  undertake  that  matter  as  i« 
^ne  in  other  monarchie9  ^ ;  but,  to  pa&  over 
many  other  difficulties  that  might  hence  arife,  ot 
for  want  of  legal  authority,  it  is  even  poffible  that 
there  may  be  no  fuch  relation  of  age  f.  Then  H 
feems  to  fall  either  ta  the  council,  or  to  the  direfl?* 
ing  fenate,  or  to  the  faigh  imperial  colleges  coUeo* 
tively  X ;  but  to  all  thefe  a  legal  authority  is  want- 
ing§.  Befides,  the  council  is  only  the  privy- 
council  of  the  fovereign ;  the  fenate  has  a  co-or- 
dinate college,  namely,  the  lynod;  the  reft  of 
the  imperial  colleges  are  fubordinate  to  the  fenate, 
and  cannot  exercife  an  equal  authority  with  ib 
Were  there  any  eftates  of  the  country  having 
voices,  or  invefted  with  authority,  they  would 
Ihew  their  influence  herein :  but  the  ruffian  form 
of  government  knows  nothing  of  fuch.  —  Perhaps 
it  might  have  been  the  intention  of  Catharine  11. 

*  As  inftance  of  this  wts  feea  io  Fraace  (huing  the  minority 
ofLoaiftXV. 


f  Or  if  even  there  were  ieveral  fiich  relatioiu  making  equal 
claim,  who  fhoald  decide  between  them  f 

X  Particular  familiesi  however  great  their  condderation*' 
could  not  pretend  to  any  right*  as  in  Ru£a  there  is>  only  one 
nobiltty,  of  which  every  family  may  rife  by  merit  apd  good 
fertnne :  properly  none  have  a  precedence  before  others. 

f  It  was  for  this  r^fon  that  the  emprefs  Anna  left  a  tefta- 

mentary  diredlion  who  ihould  condud  the  government  and  have 

Ae  care  of  educating  the  infant  fucceflbr. 

that 
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that  the  new  code  of  laws  fliould  have  provided 
for  meeting  fuch  difficulties,  by  determining  what 
p^rfons  in  the.  faid  cafes  ihould  be  the  fubltitutes. 
or  repTrefentatives  of  the  nation  *.  With  regard 
to  the  power  of  doing  this,  it  is  generally  allowed 
that  the  legiflative  authority  is  competent  to  it; 
It  follows  then  of  confequence,  that  the  monarch 
who  exercifes  the  legiflative  authoritly  in  his  do- 
minion^  can  give  fundamental  laws. 


SECTION    IV. 

The  Form  ofGoretiimoiL 

What  .is  properly  the  form  of  government  in 
Ruflia,  and  what  the  fitteft  for  the  empire,  may 
be  beft  afcertained  by  the  perfon  who  holds  the 
fovereignty.  On  this  fubjedl  the  emprefs  Catha- 
rine II.  gives  us  the  following  information  f. 

**  The  fovereign  (of  the  ruffian  empire)  is  ab- 
**  folute:  for  no  other  than  an  authority  con- 
**  centrated  in  his  perfon  alone  can  adequately 
**  operate  through  the  extent  of  fo  large  an  em- 
^'  pirc. 

*  If,  indeed,  as  Mr.  Schlodtzer  obferves.  there  can  be  faid 
to  be  a  nation  where  the  government  is  abfolute.  Hiftor. 
nnterfachung. 

f  InflrafUon  to  the  commiffion  for  framing  a  code  of  law^ 
chap.  ii.  fcft.  9—16. 

"An 
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♦*  An  extenfive  empire  prefuppofes  an  unKmited 
"  power  in  the  jperfon  who  goviems  it  The  ce- 
"  lerity  of  decifion  in  matters  thit  are  brought 
"  from  diftant  places  muft  comperifate  the  tardi- 
"  nefs  that  arifes  from  that  remotenefi. 
•  "  Any  other  form  of  government  would  not 
"  only  be  prejudicial  to  Ruflia,  biit  evei^  at  length 
*'  be  the  caufe  of  its  total  ruin. 

"  Another  reafon  is,  becaufe  it  is  better  to  obey 
"  the  laws  under  one  ruler,  than  to  conform  to 
"  the  will  of  many. 

But  what  is  the  aim  of  an  abfolute  govern- 
"  ment?  Not  to  deprive  mankind  of  their  natural 
"  liberty,  but  to  direfil  their  anions  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  higheft  profperity. 

Confequently,  a  form  of  government  which 
"  is  more  than  others  conftituted  to  that  end, 
"  and .  at  the  fame  time  contra6ls  the  natural 
"  liberty  lefe  than  others,  is  that  which  bed 
"  coincides  with  the  aims  attributed  to  rational 
creatures,  and  is  moft  adapted  to  the  object 
they  have  ever  had  in  view  in  the  inftitution  of 
^'  civil  focieties. 

"  The  objeft  and  end  of  unlimited  govern- 
"  ments  is  the  glory  of  the  citizen,  of  the  (late, 
**  and  of  the  lb vereign. 

*'  Among  a  people  who  live  under  a  mo- 
**  narchical  government,  from  this  glory  flows 
"  the  fpirit  of  hberty,  which  in  fuch  ftates  burfts 
"  forth  in  fuch  great  anions  as  are  able,  in  the 

ii  very 


ii 
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V 


T«7  ivoe  proportJois,  to  promote  the  happiiiels 

of  €ie  futyjoSis  <^  liberty  itfelf. " 

Accardisgly,  the  form  of  government  b  un- 

Kmited  monardiy.     However,  the  free-borfi  ruf« 

fian  fubje6ts  an  zbnys  treated  as  fucfa.     The  era* 

prefi  nem  ihist  facrfelf  up  ia  her  psdace  like  an 

etfiem  despot ;  her  fiibje3s  might  boldly  apfmach 

her,  not  in  the  degrading  manner  of  wretched 

flaves,  but  in  the  conicioufiiefs  that  they-  were 

sot  debaired  the  Tights  of  man.  —  It  is  trae,  that 

to  prefent  petitions  direftly  to  the  fovereign  is  for- 

4>idden  by  nepeated  ukafes,  particularly  when  the 

proper  •courts  lia;?c  paiSed  them  by.     Neverthdefi 

it  is  <lone  on  argent  occafions  ;  and  then  depofi- 

tions,  petitions,  Jfcc.  are  fent  direSiy  by  poift  to  the 

monardh.     But  io  an  affair  of  litigation,  if  either 

of  the  parties  would  appeal  to  the  empreis  fiom 

the  decree,  of  the  ienate,    the  petition  ni»ft  be 

delivered  to  one  of  the  cabinet-minrfters.  —  In 

general  it  is  permitted  the  fubjefts  to  utter  their 

complaints  and  to  make  a  reprefentation  of  them. 

Thtis,  the  nobility  may  fend  deputies :  this  the 

Ukrainians  have  long  been  accuilomed  to  do,  as 

alfo  the  Livonians  and  £ilhonian8 :  <mly  of  late, 

for  the  fiike  of  preventing  abufes,  the  form  has 

been  prefcribed  in  which  it  is  to  be  done.  —  When 

the  crown  is  in  want  of  •any  thing,  for  inftance, 

materials  for  building,    the  delivery  of  certain 

produfts,   it  is  contrafted  for  by  feir  and  open 

propofals ;   and,  as  in  other  countries,  Jai  who 

offers 
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efim.  to  undeitake  it  oii  the  loweft  terms  b' the 
pcrfon  employed;  and,'if  requwed,  is  paid  ceitaia 
films  in  advance,  on  giving  proper  fecurity. 


SECTION   V. 
.    TliC  l^mpcrial  Famliju  ha-edkary  Succ^ffi&n^ 

While  it  was  the  pxaftice  to  partition  the 
empit^,  when  the  ruler  was  %led  Grand  Piinpe, 
the  princes  of  his  family  bore  that  fubordinate 
titl^  and  when  they  poflefled  diftini5l  principalis 
ties,  were  called  after  them.  After  that  cuilom 
had  ceaied,  ajod  uU  the  principalities  united  into 
que  body  under  one  fole  head,  who  was  ilyled 
Tzar,  the  appellation  Tzarevitch,  or  fon  of  the 
tzar,  came  into  ufe,  which  in  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury was  changed  for  Tzeikrevitch,  that  is,,  fen 
of  the  emperor.  The  lafi;  is  ftijl  at  times  made 
nfc  of  in  ftate-papers  *,  thougli  it  is  by  no  means 
a  general  appellative  of  the  imperial  family.  For 
the  children  of  it  are  called,  in  the  prefent  tables 

*  WUle  the  emperor  was  Ayrled  b  rofi  Tsefiff,  his  fon  fliould 
of  courie  be  called  Tzefarevkch.  JBut  it  is  fomewAuit  furprifing 
tfait,  «fier  die  iatroduaioa  of  the  dtk  Imperator,  the  Utter 
Vas  not  rather  called  Imperatcxentsh.  It  can  hardly'  be  ac* 
connted  lor  by  any  particular  callom,  as  evea  the  former  ex* 

^.^^^.^■^^^  of 
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of  pfecedence,  princes  and  princeffes ;  which 
Ifttt^r  title  was  borne  by  Anna  and  Elizabeth  be- 
fore their  acceffion  to  the  throne.  It  is  now  almoft 
obfolete,  as  grand  duke,  grand  duchefs,  fupply 
Its  place :  and  this  not  only  with  the .  proper  and 
neareft  fucceflbr,  but  alfo  with  his  family,  all  his 
children  beariiJg  the  ftyle  of  grand  dukes  and 
grand  ducheffes ;  hence  it  may  be  inferred,  that 
if  he  have  brothers  and  fiftei:s  the  fani0  Woilld  b© 
given  to  them.  Probably  it  may  be  a  relic  of 
days  of  yore  *.  —  On  the  birth  of  prince  Ivan, 
who  was  afterwards  declared  fucceflbr  to  the 
throne,  the  then  grand-chancellor  count  Ofter- 
mann  propofed  that  he  fliould  be  ftyled  Grand 
Duke.  The  regent  Anna  likewife  appears  in 
ieveral  records  under  the  title  of  grand  duchefi  ; 
as  well  as  the  princefs  Elizabeth  previous  to  her 
mounting  the  throne.  Tlie  latter,  it  is  well  kno\ni, 
when  emprefs,  declared  her  nephew  to-  be  her  fuc- 

*  Therefore,  a  grand  duke  is  called,  as  formerly,  in  rafs* 
^iUfye  ifues,  (literally  the  gteat  prince,)  and  a  grand  duchefsj 
veitJ^aya  kn^egbinya,  the  great  princefs.  -—  French  being  much 
fpoken  at  cotirt,  the  grand  duke  was,  by  her  majefly's  com- 
mand, the  only  perfon  in  the  empire  called  in  that  language 
Monfeigneur.  —  The  tenns  crown-prince,  hereditary-princei 
heir-apparent,  &c.  are  not  ufual  here.  Neither  has  any  term 
been  introduced  in  RuiRa  to  denote  peculiarly  the  next  in  fac- 
ceffion.  Rodde,  indeed,  in  his  rufs  diftionary  has  the  word 
najledniky  bat  fo  every  heir  or  fucceflbr  is  called ;  therefore  the 
faext  heir  (hould  be  properly  ftyled  najlednik  freftola  or  preyew^k 
frefttia^  at  the  throne  v^prtftoU 

•  ■  * 

ceffw, 
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ctffc^^  uader  the  title  qf  gran4  duk^  —  13ie  exr 
|>reffiaB  prince  or  priqicds  i^  not  boweyer  on  that 
account  entirely  explp^ :  for  though  in  the  iin^ 
j^erial  pkaies^  relating  to  the  births .  ^f  the  grand 
^MQfi.  phiklreii^  they  are  uniformly  f^^Ued  gran^ 
dnJces  and  grtod  ducheflfes,  it  i|^  ^  in  the  ukaie ' 
of  May  £1,  1788,  expre&Iy,  that  her  imperial 
jbighnefi  thegrand  duchel^  was  fafely  delivered  off 
jgpand  ducal  prinoefiy  whereupon  it  is  commanded^ 
*'  that  (m  all  occafiona  where  it  is  nj^ceflAiy  tp 
^^  mention  the  new-l;K>m  gnind  ducal  princeis^ 
'^  ihe  ihall  be  written  and  denominated  her  im- 
*'  perial  highnefi."  So  Ukewife  tb?  ^mpeis  lays, 
in  ke^  uWe  of  Dec.  &0,  1777^  in  relation  to  the 
ibjurtii  of  the  eldeft  of  the  ibns  of  PaulPetroyitcl^ 
Aal^  Ood  having  bleifed  ^^  their  imperial  highr 
^'  nefles  with  a  firfl*bom  fon,    and  us  with  a 

**  grand-fim    Alexander   Pavlovitch we 

*'  ordam,  that  in  all  cafes  and  on  all  occafions^ 
'^  in  our  empire,  that  relate  to  him,  the  title  of 
^^  his  imperial  highnefe  the  grand  duke  Alexander 
"  Pavlovitch  ihall  be  given  to  him/'  When  thfc 
iecond  young  grand  duke  Conftantine  Pavlovitch; 

was  bom,  it  was  ordered  in  like  manner ;  and  in 

..."  '  ' 

the  ukafe  bearing  date  A^  §,  17^^,  .the  empre& 
(ays:  '^  Her  ioiperial  highneis  the  jgraxj^d  dttchefi 
was  isMy  delivered  /On .  the  S&tisk  of  Jsdyji;  tNd 
has  borne '  us  a  grand  daughto-,  tli^  grand 
duchefe  Alexandra  Pavlovna  ;**  ^  wKweUjJoft  the 
VOL.  If.  Q  *  'edia 
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edift  proceeds,  "that  this  new-born  grtind  du' 
-*^  chefs  in  all  affairs  where  it  is  refqiiifite,  'ftiall  be 
^"  writtcii  und  called  her  iihper ialliighlie&. " 

From  tbefe  -  fcveral  ukafes  it  appeai-s,  that  the 
next  fuccellbry  his  coilfort  and  all  their  children, 
are  ftyled  grand  dukes  and  grand  duclicffes ;  and 
that  they  all  liear  the  title  ot'  impet*ial  highnefs  * ; 
that  it  is  conferred  upon  them  always  by  a  figned 
decree  of  the  inronarcHt>  and  tliat,  refpe^ting 
4iie  grand-daughters,  the  terms  grand  duchefs 
and  grand  dnbatprincefs  are  (bmetimes  fynoni- 
nidus.  •     ••        • 

'  The  rights  of  a  grand  duke,  as  heir  apparent, 
havfc  never  been  accurately  defined  by  any  wrk^n 
Perhaps  it  would  ^  be  no  ealy  matter  to  afcertain 
them:[;.  As  in  other  countries,'  he  is,  as  it  were^ 
the  firft  fiil^eft,  and  is;  not  only,  a!s  every  where, 
under  the  paternal  authoiity,  but  likewife  in  ge- 

-  *  Htghn^Ts  h  in  mifs  ^vrnfitfihefivo^  derited  frdm  <tnd/(h, 
'jiigh.  Hence  It  U  {vii^,\Tev6  jikferf^offitye  njuifiafcbefi'Vy  hi* 
.cr  her  imperial  highnefs. 

■*  •  •  •        *  ,  ^ 

.     t  Whether  withouc  fuch  an  edi^  the  title  would  ftill  tafap 
^place,  I  ihall  not  prefuine  to  inquire.     In  all  kingdoms  the 
children  df  crowned  heads  are  'ftyled  highnefs.' "  In  regard  to 
'  graiid-childr6h  it  is  (bmetimes  tnherwife.< 

X  Aft  englMh  ViAxtt  exprcflts  his  ftrprifc  that  the  rights,  5re. 

'  of  a  grand' duk^  «we  Jtot'ex^rifsly  kfcertaiited.    !&ut  it  na^  be 

lAttedv^  arcrflhe  TifMts  p^  thq,;i^xt  he^r  exa^y  downed  in  all 

other  CQUfttnes'?   Ho\y  did  this  appear  to  be  the  eaf&  in  Eng- 

^Jdfid  in  the  year  I'jtt^  in  the  affair  of  the  regency  \ 

neral 
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iicral  under  the  authority  of  the  fovereign,  which 
is  of  great  extent,  as  is  manifeft  from  the  hiftory 
of  Peter  I.  and  his  eldeft'fen.—K either  has  he, 
any  more  than  in  other  ftates,  properly  any  func- 
tions ari^ng  from  his  high  birth  and  appointment: 
they  depend  on  the  good  pleafure  of  the  fovereign. 
In  the  late  reign  the  giand  duke,  by  the  will  of 
the  emprefs  his  motlicr,  was  hicrh-adnairal  a 
chief  01  a  regiment  of  tuiraflicrs.  The  emprejs 
Elizabeth  conferred  on  the  then  ffrand  duke  HJce-- 

wife  a  regiment  of  cuiraffiers'and'flie  fuperintei>4- 
ance  orthe  cadet-corps,  . . 

The.  prince's  and  princefles  of  the  i^eigmnfi; 
family  have  no  fettled  apanage  or  eftabliihment '; 
their  houfehold,  \vhen  they  have  one  apart,  dQ- 
peAds  entirely  oii  the  pleafure  of-  the  foyereigtl.  '-— 
The  'an^ual  allowance  to  the  grind  duke  is  ufually^, 
if  I  miftake  not,  220,000  rubles,  and  fo)netimes 
more,  to  whicli  alfo  many  great  prefentis  ,are 
added.  *  Eftates  in  land  in  lieu  of  revenue  h4ve 
never  been  (at  lead  in  modern  times)  fettled  oh 
them ;  but  country-feats  frequently,  -^r  The  granA 
duke  Paul  Petrovitch,  by  his  paternal  defcent 
from  the  houfe  of  Schlefvig-Holftein,  was  grand- 
inafter  of  the  order  of  St,  Anne. 


.  •  • 
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l^hjigns  {irf)ibridt^  imperial  Courts  a  fid  Orders  ef 

.  chivalru. 


I  -I  '  t  • 


^HESE  fuBJe^  may  proj^erly  be  treated  bt  toge- 

theip  as  tHey  need  po  very  circumftatttial  tiff- 
gum  tidn,  and  are  in  fome  degree  related  to  each 
other. 

The  arms  in  the  middle  ages  were  borrowed 
fi;om  Xiofco,  at  that  time  the  imperial  rfefid©Qcej 
conrifting  of  St  George  on  horfeback  killing  a 
djagpn  ^ith  a  fpear.  Tzar  tvan  Vaffillievitch 
made  choice  o^  a  black  fpread  eaglie*,  with  i 
btown  on  eacbi  he^d,  a  laraer  cro^vn  betwe^ 
them,  m  a  golden  field,  and  holding  in  one  claw 
a  iceptre,  and  in  the  other  an  imperial  noOHnd, 
vith  the  faid  arms  of  Mofco  on  the  breaft.  Some- 
.times  it  is  furrounded  with  a  collar  comppfed  of 
the  aitns  of  fome  of  the  .countries  belonging  to  the 
ruffian  empire ;  as  AUrakhan^  Ka;saD,  Siberia^  &c» 

*  Why  he  choTe  an  eagle  is  uncertain;  perhaps  bectafe 
the  neighbouring  Poles  and  the  german  emperor  bore  one. 
—  As  to  the  George  and  drAgon>  it  would  not  be  the  worft 
conjedore  that  ever  wsu  made*,  that  it  arofe  merely  from  the 
order  of  the  Garter  which  was  fent  to  Ivan  VafilUevitch  by 
queen  Elizabeth. 

Thi:^ 


Tbis!  i9  accondSngly  the  impefjiat  frai  .\>f^fi 
the  empr^fivmadeuf^  <^  it  for  l^tt^^  :it  had  ^ti 
imperial  inantte^  ^iid  QV)er  it  m  iiap«i*i  *  *rpjvxi;; 
ib$fiMie4  hey  Jrftt^w  lproetip3^s.*iiSb:J8(Ma<JTf(»l 
the  impudlfOo  i>f  *Kbich  vaai  ^  feii^qh  pf  flgw^tiJ, 
«;ttti  a  bee-liivp,  wifi  |»  the  ifti^^ilg^^t  top  a  bee 

with  the  ftipeirfcy^ion:¥<?L£sN9TB^i-  ft  wfeftil.' 

The  imppriri  ]  i5pljeg€!s  ^b^  femp,  of  l^e  h«har 
e0iut9  pf  j«ift<ce  li^c  always  boune  thefe  armp  itx 
th^if  fign^etp,  ^ommoBly.with  thf  e»f>F^  uotificft- 
timi,  tb^t  it  ijs  her  ;iinperipl  ni^j^y's  feal.  QaJy 
i»  the  Wnquered  pr^viac^iCevenili;^  the  couits 
i^judi^ure  ret^i^pcj  thfe  ufe  (Of  their  a^ti^t  ftal 
JSbiQ^'the  introdl*^ieff>  ojF  the  gover nAi^ts  tbia 
cuilern  !has  almoilt'entirely  cepfcd:  evtery  ootiit 
employing  the.  impiJfial  feal,  declaring  hy  letteis 
fOuDd  it  :to  what  court  it  belongs.  Perhaps  fome 
of  the'/fpirituftl  court*  or  coafiftprie^y  and  othafi, 
0d  well  ds.fiich  t^  hiKveno  appropriate  cbanoery  or 
puMiq  ?feaJ,  aw  w  exception  tp  thi», '  -^ 

The  cpTijt  is  coi^pofed  of  the  great  officers  iQf 
ftate,  pf  fepatpra,  aftujal  jwrivy-counMprs,  princes, 
cottut^  barons,  &c.  whofc  names  may  be  feen  in  the 
ruffian  conit-kalendar,  one  cup-bearer,  one  mailer 
of  the  horfe,  one  higfe  chamberlain,  one  ihafter  of 
the  hunt,  one  court-marflial,  one  court-iiialler,  oq'e 

*  To  Qkaft^  pateuts*  &c.  there  never  w^  clmt  additioa. 
1^  ejiipfoft  Axm^  jofed  only  the  arms  with  her  naa^e 
foond  it. 

,         Q  3  mafter, 
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*mafter  of  the  ftaWes,  twcnty^b'fcfe^  u6tna\  'diam- 
*biei4aiiis,  nineteen  gentlemen  df^he  bed-cjianibef, 
-e'lght  adjutknt-gcncrats,  (of  whom*  two  ^ate  gene- 
i-ii  fieftl-niStii'liafe,'  fire  generals 'in  chie^ '^Mid  t^ 
iieutenant-general),  fifteen  'cnfign  adjutaMsj  one 
^Iftrefe  of  thei' court,  eight  ^ftWe^ladieSj^ifcilklj' 
of  the  bed-chamber,  ^ix  maids  of  hohqur .  -^*-'Mte1y 
court-holidaySj    as  well   as  char^h-holiday^;  *  are 
*kept  ttot  oiily  in  the  refidenee;  hut  in  ^t\v^t  ti>wn§; 
•Ax^h  as  the  binh  and  nafoe  dflys*  of  th^'  jnifeml 
Ikmlly,   the*  artniverfary  of  the  •recovery'  bf* 'her 
fnajefty  from  tljefrnall-pox,'  the  laints  of  thd- fede- 
ral -orders,  &c.     The  reghrieiits  ioff  the  guapds»IiA^T 
^4th  'their  antiivcrfWry, '  (m  wliiich  occdfio*  the 
-*oWk?efs  dine  at  the  imperial  tabieJ*^.  — The  court- 
'  etiquette  .muchfefcmbloe^ithat'hr  other  counfrics 
of  Euroi>c;    not  fo  ft  iff  ^tid  formal   bs-  at  tlic 
l^ianifli  court,  Or  as'  formerly  at  thdt  of  Vienna, 
nothing  is  required  but  a ' polite  unconftraiiied  be- 
haviour. —  In   the  amufements  at » courft;  •  bfedls, 

*  mafquerades,   kc.   all  who  are  decently-  drotted, 
even  every  burgher. may  take  part,  no  qudlioln 

•  being  ever  p\it  on  entering  concerning  rank  or 

*  At  fome  courts  to  dine  whh  the'fovereign  implfea  tp  dine 
at  the  court-marlhars  table  in  the  palace  ;  but  here  the  o^crrs 
&,t  at 'the  fame  table  with  her  majefty.  Sometimes  her 
feat  was  raifed  rather  higher  than  the  refl,  or  was  fomewbat 
Separated  by  fhte  figure  of  the  table  ;•  for  inftance,  when  it  was 
in  the  %ape  of  a  ^read  eagle  th*6  emprefs  fat  at  the  crown  be- 
tween the  two  heads* 

i  .  birth. 
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birth.  —^  On  court-days  *  alfo  accefc  is  open  tor. 
cveiy  fubjeft,  saxd  the  ftyle  of  addi^eC)  is  without. 
ifai;cliQe&  ou  one  hand  oi;  bmni)ia]t;ing«xpreffiQus. 
on  the  ojthcr,  jbut;is!faited  to  the  qu^hty.,of  evqry^ 

individual.     ,•  r  •     -  j 

Six  orders;  of ikjji^hthood  form  apart  of  tlxo, 
Iplcndqr  of  the  cpu^,  .^vjng  each  their  infigni^ 
with  their  chapters  aijd,officfPs,  .  TliefirftthreC; 
were  conftituted  by  Peter  L  the  two  next  by  the 
late  eraprefs  Cathainue  11.  3iid  ti\c  fi?(th  proceeds. 
§om  Sphlefvig-Holfteiu*  Of  the  five  former  the 
monarch  is  ii^ways  graud-mf  iler  ^  but  of  the  fi:i.th,. 
the  gr^d  duke  f y  ^)vbich  he  d^fpenics  in  virtue  of 
q,  treaty  as  duke  of  SchlefvigrHolftein.  To  the. 
fourth  and  iiftli^  penliops  are  annexedi  though 
i>ot  indifcriminately  to  ever)'  kni^t^  but  only  to 
a  feledl .  number .  pf  the  eldeft,  agreeably  to  the 

*  Sun^y  was  t^e  grand  courtnday^  when  the  late  emprefs 
went  through  the  hall  of  audiencfe  to  the  chapel.  Divine  fer- 
▼ice  being  ended,  on  her  coming  back  into  the  hall^  the  foreign 
Bixnifters  fiift  kiU^d  her  hand;  and  foreigners  were,  prpient^d,' 
T^en  ihe  advanced  fomewh^t  farther,  where  thofe  of  her  Aib- 
je£b  flood  waiting  to  be  prefented.  Next  came  in  fucceffion 
all  the  generals  and  others  who  had  bufinefs.  This  done,  her 
majelly  turned  off  to  the  chamber  of  the  throne,  where  th^ 
chevalier-gnards  came  to  kiis  her  hand.  -^  Sometimes  on  tkefn^ 
days  theconcourfe  of  perfon^  abpot  th<  Ifite  emprefs  anioiificed 
to  an  incredible  nunvb^*,  ^very  lady,  wha  ca^e  tq  kt&  he« 
hand,  even  of  the  mercantile  cl^fs,  &c.  ihe  alwa^  kilTed  on 
the  cheek  in  return. 

i  X^t  ^*  during  the  Ute  reign^ 

q  4  ftatutes 
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flatutedof  theorder.  — 'Thefe  orders*  generally  fake 
prececfence  according  to  the  feniority  of  their  in- 
ftitution :   1.  The  order  of  St  Andrew,  the  chief 
of  them  all,  commonly  called  the  blue  ribband 
It  was  founded  in  the  year  1689,  and  was  after*^ 
wards  provided  With  ftatutes  and*  habit  by  the  em- 
prefi  Anna.     2.  The  order  of  St  Catharine;  it 
wad  inftitufed  in  1714,  in  honour  of  the  emprcfe 
Catharine  I:  land  b  confined  to  ladies,  who  wear 
i  deep  red  ribband.     It  is  given  oniy  to  few  per- 
fons ;  at  pre&nt,  befides  the  impc^al  family,  it  is 
worn  by  no  th6re  thanTeventeeri,  among  wliom  are 
one  queen  and  two  eleftotal  j^riilceffes.     S.  The 
order  t)f  Si  Alexander  Nefsky  was  founded  in 
1725,   and    is    ttfually  called  liie  red  rilAand. 
4.  Th6  order  of  St  George  \iras  inftituted  for  mili- 
tary inierit  in  the  hni  or  Ifea  feWice,  in  the  year 
1769,  and  contains  four  clafles;  the  fenior  kn^jbt 
in  his  clafs  receives  an  annual  penfion,  in  the  firft 
ola&  of  feven  hundred  and  in  the  fourth  oi  oae 
bufidred  rabies  f  the  fourth  clals  wears  it  at  the 
button-h6le,  the  higher  claffes  about  the  neck  and 
acrofi  the  flioulders,  to  a  ribband  flxiped  with 
black  and  y^Uow :  the  firfl  cLaiTes  are  diibributed, 
to  but  fewv  aad  therefore  th6  fourth  is  diipenied 
*iore  lifberally :  in  1788  of  the  firft  clafe  were  only 
four,  Smd  of  the  fecond  iiine  knights.     5.  The 

*  The  account  of  thefe  orders  may  be  here  the  more  caribry, 
a$  ftrther  particulars  of  them  arefeen  ib  the  Life  of  Catharine  !!• 
voLiL  f.  413-^41  ?• 

order 
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order  of  ike  Rpo&\e^t  "pntict  Y 
founded  in  the  year  1783,  for  men  of  defint:  in: 
iLc  civil  or  military  ftatinns,  and  haa  likesdiii&ur. 
clafleSy  of  which  jthej^ior. knight  receives. a  pen- 
iioD»  m  the  firft  d^fix  hundred,  and.  in  ithe 
ibiirth  one  huiidred  tuUeft  ir  rWfeoever  .ha^  •  foived 
faithfully  for  thirty^-five  yeatiB^  may  apply  fov  tids 
Ortier ;  it  is  Vom  to  a  rFBband;  red  in  the  iriiMe 
and  on  each  fide  a  blaqlc  flripe:  the  knights  of 
the  two firft'Clajfte^  as  in  ihe  :other  high  orders,, 
wear  a  ftar  on  the  breafh    £u  The  order  .of  ^, 

Anne,  of  Holftein,  is  worn  with  a  coquelicoq  rib» 

......  • 

band,  having  white  edges  acrofs  the  fliouldm, 
and  a  ftar  at  the  breafiL  -r-It  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  rufliasi  orders  »€>  pever  given  to  the 
clergy,  though  to  fuclf  prelates  as  were  much 
eftecmed  by  the  late  emprefi  (he  gave  fometimes 
a  crofe  and  fometimes  her  portrait,  fet  with  dia- 
monds, to  wear  about  the  neck. 

The  annual  expences  of  the  palace  were  about 
one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  rubles.  About 
two  hundred  tables  were  fpread  there  twice  a  day; 
and  the  diilies  for  them  reckoned  to  amount  to 
two  thoufand  three  hundred.  Every  third  day 
the  court-purveyor  received  the  money  for  making 
this  provifion  *      A  pood  of  coffee  was  ufed  there 

every 

*  The  wifte  a(  court  was  carried  to  an  inexpreffible  height* 
The  houfes  or  apartments  which  the  emprefs  caafed  to  be  fitted 
Bp  for  the  perfons  to  whom  (he  gave  quarters,  contained  fre« 

quently 


^ 
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everyday;  aid 'right  tl|ou(and  pooda*  of  ;falt  jw 
month. ...  .  1  .  '  ',      ■» 


r ,   ■ 
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qacndy  jn/  furniture  *  ifeorc'* than* *  three  times  their  vaTue^-^" 
T\?elve  hundred  candter  Were  teverj  day  delivered  oot  to -the 
guard,  y/ho  n6ver  Jtaikhmbd  one  hiindred.~T'hciiixuieribr 
the  offiper  on  guard  co{l  (cventf  rubl|Q9;  that  it  was-  w^orth  no- 
thing was  Apt  thcf  fault  of  the  entprefs.     Ever]^  pfHcer  about  the 
palace  aiked  for  what  he  would  in  glafTes,  decanters^  and  things 
of  that  nature :  nothing  ever  came  back ;  and  this  happened 
eVerjr  day.  —  The  quantity  of  china-ware  that  was  br<dce  b  in^ 
credible.  •  Whoever  broke  any  was.  oUi^d  to  (hew  the  frag-^ 
ments,  but  the  fi^gments  of  four  or  five  pieces  would  very  well 
ferve  for  a  dozen,  as  he  was  never  required  to  fit  them  to- 
gether. —  They  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  clean  the  filver  made 
rapid  fortunes.     They  had  a  certain  fubftance,  which  by  rub- 
bing brought  off  much  of  the  metal ;  the  diminution  was  ap>« 
parent  •  to  every  attentive  obferver.  -^  For  the  fopr  months 
which  the  eikipreis  paiTed  at  Tzarflcoe-Selo>  twenty-five  engliih 
miles  f):om  town,  the  Neva-water  for  her  own  table  (as  fhq 
would  take  no  other)  coft  her  ten  thoufand  rubles  annually. 


•        • 
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FORCES   OF'  THE    RUSSIAN    EMPIRE. 


SECTION    I. 


Land  Forces. 


To  prefcrve  the  internal  fecurity  or  quiet  of  fo 
vail  an  empire,  particularly  to  prevent  difturb- 
ances  thatmight  arife  in  the  provinces  and  among 
the  dtiTerent  tribes  from  mifunderflandings,  or  the 
artifices  of  iU-defigning  perfons,  demands  a  con* 
fideratble  body  of  troops ;  but  a  ftill  greater  force 
is  neceifar}^  to  cover  the  frontiers  againfl  foreign 
enemies,  and  to  be  prepared  for  war  from  what- 
ever  quarter  it  may  arife.  ,  Though  thq,  ruffian 
army  be  numerous,  yet  in  the  opinion  of  fome  it 

might, 


u^,. 
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night,  conformably  with  th€  relations  of  the  em* 
pire,  be  fltll  largfr.  Qut  ^exp^rience  has  fliewn 
that  it  b  fufficient;  and  in  cafes  of  emergency 
the  monarch  can  immediately  raife  a  body  of 
troops,  which,  if  he  do  not  chooie  to  lead  them 
iatG^  the  field,  will  ferve  wall  enopgh  jtp  miiptain 
thfe  public  tria^nquillity,  to  garrifbn  the  forts  on 
the  borders,  to  repel  the  incurfions  of  an  enemy, 
to  put  a  flop  to  his  ravages,  and  to  deftroy  his 
magazines.  I  fpeak  of  the  irregular  troops  which 
the  monarch  can  call  out  at  pleafure  from  thofe 
nations  who  are  obliged  to  perform  military  fer- 
▼ice  in  lieu  of  the  public  or  ufual  tribute. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  army  confifts  partly 
of  regular  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  partly  of  ir- 
regular troops.  If  we  imagine  that  the  latter  are 
merely  a  wretched  undifciplined  rabble,  we  Aall  be 
in  a  miflake ;  for  though  the  Kalmuks,  Balchkirs^ 
&c.  who  form  a  part  of  them,  are  neither  very 
ferviceaUe,  nor  at  all  like  the  common  (bldiers  of 
Europe  yet  they  conftitute  hat  a  finall  propoftion 
of  thdr  ajunber,  and  axe  ieldom  employed  s^gainft 
legukr  troops*  Bi|it  tiie  Ko2saks  have  acquiml 
great  military  reputation;  they  fulfy  anfwer  all 
the  purpofes  of  regular  hoi&irs^  arc  alfo  in 
modem  times  veiy  well  difciplined,  fo  that  they 
couid  fcaicdy  be  Teckomed  imjgrfart  if  they  <fid 


*  AH  dieir  regolnr  trocpe  »tc  of  borfe^   aud  krre  9» 
cavalry*. 

2  not 


THZ  AKMT.  £37 

> 

not  retain  their  old  koisak  fbrni  of  goveniment, 
and  at  the  end  of  die  war  always  return  home  to 
dieir  pk>ugh.  The  Kocaks  of  Tfchugvyef  have 
long  ferved  as  well  as  the  bell  huflars;  and  lately 
tfaofe  of  the  Don,  the  moft  numeroua,  are  &iUy 
equal  to  them  *.  At  prefent^  as  may  be  feen  by 
late  ukafes^  the  mod  ferviceable  Kozaks  are 
divided  into  thofe  of  £katariuoflaf  and  thofe  of 
theEozine;  at  leail  they  come  moft  into  oon* 
^deration.  Prihoe  Potemkiu  wai  hetman  or  oom^ 
Qiander  in  chief  of  both  f* 

Perhaps  the  regular  troops  would  be  ^ngmenteil 
irere  it  not  for  the  i[ake  of  fparing  the  people,  aol 
«f  not  .burdening  them  with  raifiiig  recniiti. 
AcGoidingly  it  is  ufual  in  war  time  to  enlift  free 
people  at  no  finall  expence,  though  the  empire  i% 
obliged  to  fkmiih  recruits  gratis  %.  Hence  it  not 
uniirequently  happens,  that  to  avoid  frequent  le« 

viea 

^  Mr.  Coxe  ieeau  not  ta  iiaire  thorongU^r  confidered  die 
iaipona&ce  of  tke  koask-fenrjce. 

t  Amoiig  the  Ko^ks  of  Bkatarinoflaf  thofe  of  the  Dtm  nb 
compvehended.  Thofe  of  tiie  Etudne  are  otiginally,  likewile^, 
Don-lcozaks,  bst  were  ttanfpkftted  into  other  regions  bofderw 
iitg  on  that  feu  *«»  Thofe  Kofiiks*  who  at  pxtftift  do  not  per*- 
ferm  koeakoferrice,  e.  gr.  the  nudo^raftan  and  iIot3K>de-kottak^ 
ai  wdl  as  thofe  very  remote^  fuch  as  the  fiberian,  or  .tlie 
Tangafes,  who  are  koaad  to  kottk4iBrv]fee»  &D  Ml  oader  ihif 
head. 

X  At  JUgkt  recnatingt,  which,. even  m  tioM  of  peace,  are 
alwajri  ordered  at  ftated  periods,  every  five  hiiodied  IM^ 

(meaning 
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vies  the  regiments  are  riot  coiiiplete  *.  —  jBefides, 
it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  feme  diftrifts,  in  virtue 
of  their  privileges  and  immunities,  furnifli.  no 
recruits  at  all,  as,  the  provinces  of  the  f  Baltic; 
and  fiich  nations  as,*  by  their  particular  conftitii- 
tion,  perform  militaiy  fervice,  as  the  Don^kozaks, 
In  like  manner  fome  of  the  ktafnoyai-fkian-kozaks 
gain  an  exemption  for  theirifelves  and  their  pofte- 
rity  forever,  by  undertaking  to  guard  the  fron- 
tiers if.  —  No  German  throughout  the  §  empire, 


(meaning  males)  mufl  furnifh  one  man.  If  we  dedudl  children, 
the  aged  and  infirm,  deferters,  &c.  the  recruit  falls  upon  fome- 
wh|^  about  two  hundred  and  iixty  able«badied  men.  If  th«& 
procure  the  recruit's  confent  to  ferve  by  money,  to  which  the 
poor  contribute  nothings  it'  fidls  pretty  heavy  on  the  relL 
Sometimes  each  recruit  cods  the  community  two  hundred  or 
three  hundred  rubles,  and  even  more. 

*  In  times  of  peace  there  is  a  deficiency,  perhaps*  of  one 
half  of  the  complement.  —  There  was  once  a  report,  as  if  it 
were  intended,  by  way  of  fparing  the  recruits,  to  raife  the  pay 
of  the  oiEcers  by  the  addition  of  one'tertial,  and  in  confidera- 
tion  of  thati  to  allow  them  for  the  fiiture  no  dentfchilci  (fer« 
vants  uken  out  of  the  recruits).  By  this  means  the  empire 
would  be  a  great  gainer  in  people  ;  as,  from  the  dentfchiks,  in 
the  land  and  fea-fervice,  it  might  raife,  perhaps,  a  body  of 
thirty  thoufand  frefh  foldiers ;  but  then  many  an  officer,  who 
has  no  boors  of  his  ovm,  would  fcarcely  get  a  fervant  for 
wag«s«. 

f  X>nly  Ingria  moft  now  furniih  recmits. 

X  Pallas,  travels,  torn.  iii.  p.  365. 

^  Whether  medical  man>  merchant^  artift,  tradefroao«  co- 
lonift^  &c. 

1  nor 
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feor  any '^bbleman^whO' lias  no  cftates,  nor  any 
D^n'iii  otHpe^  furnhhes  VecruitB;  bat  tjhia.ia  wA 
the  cafe  Muti)  ^he  ruflfianr  nierchants,  who,  ii^^^ 
ever,  pay  -mottcy  in  lieu  of  it,  for  each  rccrait  five 
hundred  rubles;  but  .all  boors  muft  jfirrvc  ia 
perfon.  •  - 

Since  the  late  emprefi  aboliflted  the  fomjier  vary 
infigniiicant  irregular  fervice  of  the  malo-ruflfiaa 
^nd  llobode  Kbzaks,  and  inftead  thereof  ratfed 
from  them  reginients  of  complete  regular,  cavalry, 
belonging  moilly  to  the  light  horfe,  the  army  has 
received  aooniiderable  augmentation,  to  the  benefit 
of  the  empire. 

•  The  notion  that  Ruflia,  from  die  great'  number 
of  its  irregular  troops,  lias  no  need  to  keep  up  a 
•ftrong  regular  army,  with  the  confequence  drawn 
from  it,  that  in  time  of  peace,  for  the  fake  of  pro- 
moting population^  the  levies  might  be  difconti- 
nucd,  betrays  a  want  of  due  coniideration  of  the 
fubjeft.  For,  though  in  the  heart  of  Ruffia  no 
apprehenfiou  need,  be  entertained  of  an  attack 
from  a  foreign  enemy;  and  the  empii'e  on  feveral 
fides  is  fufiiciently  protefted  by  nature  in  its  iuir 
mcnfe  fteppes,  its  impenetrable  fbrefts,  and  itnr 
paffable  rivers,  without  frontier-linos  and  garrlfotis, 
or  fuch  attempts  might  be  eafily  fruftrated^by  a 
fmall  body  of  irregular  forces  * ;  yet  it  fhbuld  not 

*  In  cafea  of  nccefHty,  the  country-carriers,  &c.  have  been 
armed  as  Kozaks,  and  employed  in  garrifoning  the  frontiers, 
and  other  fervice. 

be 
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he  fargotten,  that  fince  the  military  e&tb&Aflieftf 
va»  brought  intaide  by  JLewis  XIV.  great  iland- 
ing-andis  muft  every  where  be  kept  on  foot  im 
£urope;  that  wiie  princes  ihould^  even  when  in 
the  quiet  enjoyment  of  peace,  be  ev»r  prepared 
for  emergencies;  that,  as  the  wars  which  have 
broke  out  in  the  prefeat  century  have  ihewn,  the 
rofiian  axmy  is  by  no  means  too  numerous ;  that 
irregular  troops,  if  not  ftipport^d  by  r^ulars,  are 
not  at  all  times  iufficient ;  that  there  is.  a  joeceflity 
uot  only  for  frontiernforts,  but  at  uU  events  for 
firong  places  deeper  VLtfain  the  coontxy,  to  which  the 
army  may  retreat  in  cafes  of  difafier,  or  from  which 
it  inay  be  commodioufly  fupplied  with  provifion.^ 
an^  :aqimunition  * ;  that  ilatjonary  regiments  ^e 
Jbeneficial  to  many  of  the  ruffian  provinces,  by  pro- 
noting  the  fale  of  the  prod^iAs,  and  briqgiQg 
money  into  circulation  f  ,  to  aU  wluch  much  morp 
might  be  added* 

*  This  de&nres  the  coniideration  of  thofe  who  deem  tit 
Ibrtifications  ufelefs ;  and  tliat  fecurity  entirely  depends  on  a 
'well-Kliictplined  and  nomeroas  army.  Fronder-fortB  not  only 
ikcMtt  Jthe  provinces*  bat  aUb  keep  ofF  the  ensmy :  to  negkft 
Jiavlng  Arong  places  &rtber  in  the  country,  or  to  let  them  go 
to  ruin*  is-  like  giving  np  ^e  magazines  and  arfenals  as  •&  prey 
to  evecy  invader.      ' 

f  little. Raffia,  abounding  in  numerous  produ^,  wears  a 
ttourifiiing  appearance  when  feveral  regiments  are  quartered 
diere;  which  otherwife  finds  it  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  a 
Tent  for  its  commodities.  When  no  troops  are  there  the  want 
of  money  is  often  very  fenfibly  felt. 

As 
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As  even  in  publications  of  no  dtftant  date,  and 
in  which  we  might  reafouably  expeol  juft  (late-* 
ment%  we  conftantly  fee  very  erroneous  accounts 
of  the  ruffian  army,  it  feems  a  kind  of  duty  to  de- 
liver a  iaithful  reprefentation  of  it  from  the  mod 
aatbentic  documents. 

To  begin  then  with  the  ftate  of  the  army  pre- 
vious to  the  breaking  out  of  the  laft  war  againft 
die  Turks  and  Swedes ;  which  we  Ihall  find  in  the 
lift  fent  by  the  college  of  war  to  the  feverai  regi- 
ments regarding  their  dilpofition  and  *diftribution. 
It  contains  at  once  the  number  of  the  generals 
appointed,  and  the  names  of  all  the  t  regiments ; 
both  Ibould  here  be  noticed,  but  a  ihort  abftraft 
will  be  quite  lUfficient  —  By  that  lift  it  appears, 
,  tliatin  the  year  1786  the  generals  of , the  army^ 
were  as  follows:  three  general  field-marflials, 
eleven  generals  in  chief,  twenty-two  lieutenant- 
generak,'  fifty-four  major-generals :  to  thcfe  are 
added,  one  quarter-mafter-general,  when  the  poft 
is  occupied ;  fifteen  generals  of  artillery,  nine  ge- 
nerals of  engineers,  of  botli'as  well  general  in 
chief  as  lieutenant-general  and  major-gentraL 
fiefides  fome  generals  appointed  in  the  college  of 

*  The  authenticity  of  this  lift  is  not  liable  to  the  flighted 
doubt,  being,  made  out>  not  for  foreigners,  but  for  the  army 
-itielf,  coming  from  a  high  imperial  college,  and  difciiminating 
nrhstever  it  ftates  by  name. 

f  The  names  of  the  regiments  are  unchangeablct  as  they  are 
taken,  not  from  their  commanders,  but  mofUy  from  province* 
and  towns. 

VOL.  II.  ft  war, 
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war,  likerwife  at  the  war-commiffariatc  and  at 
the  ftorcs.  —  The  brigadiers  are  not  particularlj 
fpecified,  as  they  acl  as  colonels  in  their  regi- 
ments. 

.  The  regiments  -  which  compofed  the  army  at. 
that  time, .  (among  which,  however,  the  guards, 
the  artiHcrifts,  the  garrifons,  &c.  are  not  reckoned,) 
were, 

•  Cavalry  :    five  regiments  of  cuirafliers,  viz. 

1.  The  life  cuirafliers.  2.  The  grand-duke's.  3. 
The  Georgian.  4.  The  Kazan.  5.  The  Ekata- 
rinoflaf,  afterwards  generally  called  prince  Potera- 
kiii's  regiment. 

Nineteen   regiittents  of  carabiniers:     \.    The  . 
Riazan,     2.  The  Kief     3.  The  Tfchemigof.     4. 
Perieflavl.     5-  Tver.     6.  Severfk.     7-  Nifliinfk.  ^ 

8.  Lubenik.  9-  Glukhof.  10.  Starodub.  11. 
Sophia,  12.  Roftof.  13.  Narva.  14.  Karga*- 
•pol.     r5.    Mofco.     16.   Pfcovc.     17-  Yamburg. 

!&,  Ingemianland.     1 9.  Riga. 
Ten  regiments  of  dragoons,  viz.  1.  Smolenikt 

2.  -St.  Peterlbur^,  .tS.  Kinburn.  4.  Aftrakhan. 
5.  .Taganrok.  G.  Ninmey-Novgorod.  7.  Vla- 
dimir.    8.  Orenburg.    9.  Siberia,     1 0.  Irkutik. 

Sixteen  regiments  of  light-horfq,  viz.   1.  Oftro- .. 
gof     2.  Ukraine.     3.  Charkhof     4.  Sumfk.     5. 
.Aktirfe,  .  6.  Ifumfk.    7.  Voron-ctch,    8.  Pultava. 

9.  Pavlogrod.  10.  Mariopol.  11.  Alexandrof. 
^12.  Kherfon.  •  13.  Elizabethgorod.  14.  Olvio- 
pol,     '15.  Konftantingorod.     Iff.  Taurida, 

To 
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To  vthidi  muft  be  added  feventeen  regiments  or 
up^vards  of  ko2aks. 

Infantry  :  Ten  regiments  of  grenadiers,  viz» 
1.  The  life-grenadiers.  2.  The'  Mofco;  3.  St. 
Peterlburg.  4*  Siberian^  Si  Malo-ruffian.  6. 
Ekatarinoflaf.  7.  Aftrakhan.  8.  Tauridan.  9. 
Kief.  10.  Fanogorik  (of  thefe  fome  were  newly 
wifed). 

Fifty  nine  regiments  of  nmfqueteers,  viz.  1.  Thd 
Pfcove.     2.  Riazan.     3.  Veliko-lnki.     4.   Arch- 
angel    5.    Bielozero.     6.     Narva,     f.    Nefiky. 
^.  Kekfliolm*    9.  Nafcheburg.     10.  Nbvaghinfk. 
n.  Sophia.      12*    Tfchernigof.      13.    Dnieprof 
14.  Vologda.     15,  Uglitz*      I6.   Ingermanlandi 
17.    Smolenfk.      18.   Ttiku      19.   Roftof.      20. 
Apfcheron.      21.  Novgorod.      22*  Kherfon   (of 
four  battalions). '   23.  Caucafus  (likevvife  of  four 
battalions).      24.  Mofco.      25.  Vladimir.      26. 
Kazan.      27»    Ladoga.      28.    Kabardiufk.      29. 
Tiflinfk.      30.  Trbitzka.      31.  Viajtka.     32.  Se- 
vaftopoL      33*  Orlof.     '34.  Starofkoi.      35.  Ko- 
1    flof.     3€.  Kurflc.    37^  Riga*     38.  Velenflc*     39^ 
Murom.      40»    Tambof      4L    Yaroflavl.      49. 
I    Schluflelburg.     43.  Sieffk.     44.  Alexiopol.     45» 
I    Brianlk.      46.  Yeletzk.     47.  Polotzk     48.  Vo- 
i    ronetch.      49.  Nlihney-Novgorod.      50.  Nifof, 
51.  Azof.      52.  ToboWk.      53.  Traghiiifk.     54. 
Vyborg.     55.  Penile.     66.     Sufdal.     57.  Reval. 
\    58.  Schirvan.     59.  Vitepfk?* 

*  The  fbnr  kft  vere  ftew  riifed. 

i     •  B  2  Thirteen 
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.  Thirteen  Ya^a--corpSy  ta.  L  Finland*  S.  Belo- 
ruffian.  3.  Livonian.  4.  Bogue.  5.  Taurida. 
6.  Caucafus.  7-  Kuban.  8.  The  firft,.  9.  Tht 
fecond,  10.  The'third,  11..  The  fourth,  J  8.  The 
fifth,   13.  Thefixth,  Yaeger-battalions. 

Ten  field-battalions,  winch  .v<2re  frequently 
called!  only  battalions,  viz.  1.  The  Ekfttariiieo- 
burg.  2.  The  Semipalatna  new  raifed  battalioiu 
8.  The  firft,  4,  The  fecond,  ^.  The  third,  6.  The 
fourth,  7.  The  fifth,  8.  The  fixth,  and  9  aiid  10 
the  two  Tfchentomoffki  f  battaKonsw  . 
.  Then  laftly,  the  Orenbuig  tmops  and  the  SSbe^ 
tisn  troops ;  the  number  tnd  jdivifions  wliereof 
are  not  ftated  in  the  lift-  ,  I      . 

The  ftatc  and  ftrength  of  the  army  during  the  . 
laft  Tarkiih  wur  appears  from  the  following  IH\, 
likewiie  drawn  up  by  the  coBege  of  war  in  the 
year  1791  f-  According  to  which,  the  army  at 
that  time,  in  its  pxdper  dbabliSfhnietet  i}:^  con- 
tained: ... 

Infantry  :  Ten  regiments  of  grenadiers  §,  each 
of  3983  men;  fifty-eight  regimettits  of  mulque- 
teers||,.eiglttcen  each  of  2044  men,  38  eich  o£ 

*  That  is^  of  the  Kickpfia. 

t  Commonicatcd  by  a  mesiber  of  that  college. 

}  That  IS,  as  it  was  defigned  for  that  war :  therefore  niatiy 
troops  appear  in  it  which  perform  no  fenrice  in  time  of  peace^ 
c.  gr.  tlie  BaTchKIrs. 

$  In  rufs  thev  are  called  ireftOiHrJ 

l\  The  Ruin^lu  call  them  m^iitit.. 

aS79 
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837S  mm :  two  of  fgur  bs^ttalionB,  each  ei  3975 
mm:  nine  battalions  of  y^g^r^  each  of  3900 
men;  in  this  number  two  tfch/rnKmiozflcian  are 
comprifed,  of  which  the  ekatarinoKaf  yseger  corps 
is  formed;  two  battalions  each  of  975  men; 
twelve  field-battalions  each  of  996  men. 

Cavalry  :  Three  regtments  of  cuiraffiers,  viz. 
the  life-re^ment  of  5285  men  *,  the  grand  duke's 
ef  1080  iQcn,  and  prince  Potenikin's  regiment  of 
997  men ;  fixteen  regiments  of  carabineers,  each 
of  1051  men;  ten  raiments  of  dragoons f,  each 
of  1808  men;  the  Pfcove  dragoon  regiment  of 
1889  men,  to  which  belong  five  fquadrons  of 
huflkrs  making  840  men ;{; :  fourteen  regiments  of 

•  Th^  whole  of  this  uncommonly  large  regiment  was  forme! 
by  prince  Potemkin  out  of  three  old  cuiraflier-regiments,  to 
wkich  he  alfo  added  two  regiments  of  Ught-horfe.  The  whole 
regiment,  which  was  divided  into  three  brigades^  and  thirty-fix 
(or,  as  others  fay,  in  thirty-two)  fquadrons,  he  gave  to  the 
ccMnmand  of  a  general  bis  relation.  There  was  a  ti|lk  as  if  it 
vere  again  to  be  divided  into  feveral  ffnall  regiments.  From 
tlie  incredibly  great  advantages  which  a  colonel  of  horfe  may 
aimiially  mak<Pi  the  chief  of  fu/ch  a  regimeQt  may  be  very  foon 
lich  if  he  pleafe, 

f  AH  the  dragoons  wear  a  green  uniform  Jaced  with  re4» 
and  lairge  red  pantaloons. 

t  It  was  firil  a  carabineer-regiment,  but  in  17S9  they  were 
toned  into  dragoons.  It  confifts  of  ten  dragoon  and  iive 
haiiar  fquadrons.  The  hil^fiars  were  partly  raifed  in  the  Ia|l 
war.  —  Many  of  the  regiments  both  of  horfe  and  Ibot^wer/s 
mach  increa&d  in  the  number  of  men  by  prince  Potemkin,  - 

K  3  light- 
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light-horfe,  each  of  997  men  * ;  two  regiments  of 
huflars,  each  of  997  menf.  The  Kief  horfe- 
yiegcrs,  which  were  drafted  from  feveral  cara- 
bineer»regiments  and  fquadrons^  in  all  1846 
men. 

KozAKs :  in  the  army  in  all  27,330  men.  The 
companies  formed  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  go- 
vernments of  Ekatarinoflaf  and  Kharkof,  under 
tfie  command  of  lieutenant-colonel  Bufin,  2578 
men.  Thofe  fent  to  CaucafusJ,  Khoper,  764 
men,  Volga  602  men.  Tfchernomorfkian  true 
Kozaks§,  horfe  1275  men;  foot  2475  men.;  Ar- 

naut- 

*  Prince  Poterokin  formed  (hem  out  of  hafTar  and  piqueneer 
regiments.  It  is  faid  that  they  are  reduced  to  huHars  again. 
The  Hamburgh  gazette  of  1792  under  the  bead  Polifti  Fron- 
tiers>  mentions  the  great  alteration  taking  place  in  the  raflian 
army«  by  changing  all  the  light-horfe  into  hufTars,  and  making 
three  out  of  four  battalions  of  grenadiers. 

.  +  They  were  firft  ralfed  in  the  lail  war  by  prince  Potemkin. 

J  Thefc  Kozaks,  hjf  the  explanation  obtained  from  certain 
officers^  (for  the  accuracy  of  which,  however,  I  cannot  vouch,) 
were  fent  from  the  rivers  Khoper  and  Volga  to  Caucafus  as 
coloniils,  and  at  the  fame  time  as  a  frontier-guard,  and  there 
fettled.  But,  as  on  account  of  their  performing  duty,  they 
had  not  quite  eflablifiied  (heir  houfehold^  they  received  th€ 
ufual  pay  as  Kozaks. 

§  The  appellation  being  new,  many  pcrfons  (even  in  the 
army)  are  not  properly  acquainted  with  the  meaning  of  it, 
thoQgh  it  ib  well  known  to  he  taken  from  the  Black-(ea.  It 
denotes  thofe  whom  prince  Potemkin  felefted  from  the  forrnerly 
tr^e  zaporo^ian  Koziiks,  that  Is,  they  who,  on  the  abolition  of 

their 
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naut ^-commandos  1419  men;  volunteer  cohorts 
178  men;  the  tauridan  fix  divifions,  1600  men.. 


their  conftitation,  remained  in  the  empire^  or  after  they  had 
emigrated  foon  returned  and  applied  for  military  fervice.  In 
reward  for  their  zeal  and  bravery  during  thelaH  war  both  by 
Tea  and  land>  the  emprefs  gave  them  by  ukafe*  dated  June  30, 
1792,  the  iHand  Phanagoria  (formerly  Taman>)  in  the  dHlrid. 
of  Taorida^  with  the  country  between  the  river  Kuban  and  the- 
fea  of  Azof,  along  the  coaft  to  the  town  of  Yei(k>  and  along 
the  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Laba,  in  feefimple  forever,  with 
the  order  annexed  that  they  fhould  henceforth  receive  their 
commands  through  the  governor-general  of  Tanrida. 

*  This  word  in  rufs  is  four  fyllables,  and  muft  be  pronounced 
Jrna-uti.    The  following  account  of  them  was  communicated 
by  a  general-officer :  **  Tkey  are  native  Greeks*  who,  during 
''  the  bSk  war,  ferved  in  the  Archipelago.    All  their  officers 
"  were  of  their  own  nation.     At  the  conclulion  of  the  war 
*'  4000  of  them  came  to  general  Barfef  at  Kertch  and  Yeni-* 
"  caly ;  thefe  were  divided  into  companies,  but  not  of  equal 
''  numbers.    They  were  afterwards  fettled  in  various  parts  as 
**  colonifts.    Some  Valakhians  and  Moldavians  afTociated  with 
*'  them,  of  whom  feveral  were  likewife  diftributed  into  parti- 
**  cular  companies  and  obtained  the  name  of  Amauts:  hence 
"  we  often  hear  of  volokiki  Arnauti  and  molduanlki  Arnauti^ 
**  (valakhian  and  moldavian  Amauts.)     In  the  two  laft  turkifh 
«'  wars  they  were  found  to  be  of  great  fervice."  —  It  was  men- 
tioned by  another  officer  that  the  proper  Arnauts  proved  bad 
.Kozaks  on  horfeback,  when  employed  at  the  out-pofts;   but 
thofe  of  Moldavia  and  Valakhia  were  abfolutely  cowards  and' 
oftei\  ran  away.    He  added  that  many  Arnauts  had  fettled  at 
Kherfon,  where  they  enjoy  ten  free   years,   and  after  that 
period  were  to  pay  annually  &vt  kopecks  for  every  defxcifX  of 

]and' 
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The  corps  of  malo-ruffian  Kozaks  and  chafTeitis. 
fonned  by  order  of  prince  Potcmkin  5600  men. 

Garrisons  :  one  hundred  and  nine  battalions 
amounting  to  85,206  men  *.  Befides  thefe  there' 
aj-e  in  the  army  diftributed  on  the  Dvina,  five 
regiments  of  Don-kozaks  each  of  500  men;  one 
Yafnfchtfcbiks-regiment  of  1000  menf;  two 
regiments  of  Baichkii's  each  of  500  ilien;  one 
regiment  of  the  Meftfcheneks  of  500  men. 

So  far  goes  the  lift  of  the  college  of  war.  By 
"vhich  we  fee  that  the  army  in  the  laft  wai-,  ac- 
cording to  the  report  brought  into  the  college  of 
war/ confiftecl  of  334,164-,  but,  comprifing  the 
garrifons,  of  41^370  men.  To  reduce  it  to  the 
peacc-eftabliihment  deduft  21,200  men. — But, 
to  that  number  ftill  confiderable  corps  remain  to 
be  added.  Wc  ihall  juft  mention  them,  without 
adverting  to  the  corps  of  cadets  and  military  aca- 
dflnies. — To  the  proper  army  eflablifhinent  are 
to  be  reckoned : 

1.  The  Guards  :  which  confift  of  one  regiment 
of  hoifc,  ufually  called  the  hoife-guards,  and  by 
common  computation  amount  to  1000  men: 
three  regiments  of  infantry,  vulgarly  called  the 
foot-guurds,  and  are  reckoned  at  10,000  men; 
but  this  number  is  too  fmall :  one  corps  of  cheva-  • 

•  So  they  are  ftatcd,  according  to  the  ftaff,  by  the  college 
of  war ;  but  they  are  not  always  complete. 

+  They  were  raifed  in  the  laft  war  from  the  carriers  of  Mofco> 
and  obliged  to  arm  themfelves  as  kozaks. 

5  liers 
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}ier»  or  tibe  chevalier^guaicb ;  ^ThfcI^  befidea  they 
^ppef  luui  utiider  oiiiccrs^  con£(ft  of  fixty  cheva^ 
iicaf9^  wbo  are  all  ofiioera  (moftly  lieutenaats^) 
and  a3  fi^ch  infcnbed  in  the  firid*regimcDto :  0110 
^Dai^n  of  life^httfiaxs:  one  iqoadrou  of  life^ 
ktQ^aks. 

The  coiRinon  ftatemeot  which  makes  all  theft 
guajf^s  to  he  abouli  1 1^300  men  ia  ^nroneQUA ;  they 
ihould  be  eftimated  at  lead  at  2500  more;  for  aU 
the  foiur  reg^ents  hav«  a  great  number  of  fuper-^ 
numerary  fubaitern  officers  *,  which  are  gradual^ 
t€mMe^  from  them  to  the  ^tr^  93  otgcers. 

Some  of  thefe  regiaiient^  ar^  oecafionally  or*- 
^ed  to  )9arch  agamft  the  enemy.  To  conclude; 
noQe  of  tliem  lyid  colooeH  ^^^  emprefi  iiai'&lf 
being  ooloncl  of  each ;  thQ  lieutenant-colonels  oy 
C0flBma2>deFs  arc^  always  men  of  high  rank,  as 
^eneral*iield-maa*fhals. 

S.  The  artillery,  of  which  are  reckoned  all  th0 
troops  under  the  comtiiiand  of  the  quarter-inailer* 
general  Thefe  are,  according  to  tho  ilajBT:  one 
regiment  of  bombardiers  of  25  JO  men ;  two  regi^ 
menta  of  cannoniers  each  of  2A97  m€!n;  two 
regiments  pf  fufiicers  Qach  of  2497  men ;  the  en^ 

*  Kambers  of  the  youi^g  nobiUty  are  entered,  purdcaUrly 
In  the  horie-goards.  Even  children  are  admitted  by  favour, 
and  receive  pafl^rts  as  fabaltems.  — -  It  is  faid,  that  in  flitore 
not  fi>  many  are  to  be  tranTpIanted  into  the  army/ as  thereby 
deferving  officers  are  often  difappointed  ia  the  hopes  of  ad- 
vaacement. 

gineer- 
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gineer-corps  of  1065  men ;  one  company  of  miners 
of  296  men ;  one  company  of  pioneers  of  245 
men;  the  artillery-corps  and  its  fchool  423  men; 
at  the  pontons  are  798  men;  with  the  ar- 
tillery-horfe  are  3823  men  j  at  the  laboratories  of 
Peterfburg  and  Mofco  83  men,  at  Peterlburg  be- 
(idcs  286  men ;  in  all  the  garrifons  8376  men ; 
in  the  arfenals  1 168  men,  —  Confequently,  in  all 
29,061  men, 

•    3.  Some  detached  corps  and  Commandos,  par* 
ticularly :   1.  the  foldiers  employed  at  the  mines, 
gardens,  &c.     Including  the  foldiers  in  the  gfar- 
rifon-fchools,  who  are  maintained  and  taught  at 
the  G^o^vn's  expence,  and  then  put  into  the  field 
regiments  as  writers,  &c.  the  number  was  cal- 
culated a  few  years  ago  at  34,687.  —  9,  The  mili- 
tary  commandos   for  the  feveral  governments, 
which  according  to  the  number  of  circles  confift 
in  each  government  of  300  to  500  men,  and  are 
adual  foldiers  either   as   infantry   or   horfe-diu- 
goons*.     As  they  are  not  always  complete,  we 
may  fet  them  down   at  about   13,000  men. — 
3*  The  irregular  troops  of  the  lines,  which  inftead 
of  their  taxes  provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  fron- 
tiers, fuch  as  the  Ural-kozaks,  Bafchkirs,  Tun- 
gufes,  &c.    or  mud  efcort  travellers,  as  various 
branches  of  the  Don-kozaks.     Their  number  can 
hardly  be  ftated  with  accuracy;  but  it  is  very 

*  Among  them  are  many  faperannuated  foldiers  4ifcharg£4 
from  the  marching  regiments. 

con- 
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confiderable.  —  4.  The  great  ftiultitude  of  horfe 
kept  upon  the  coafts  and  the  frontiers,  forming  a 
fort  of  militia,  and  are  under  their  own  officers  or 
border-infpeftors.  Their  number  amounts  to  fe-. 
veral  thoufands.  5.  Jurats  at  the  offices  of  the 
circles  for  rents  and  receipts,  in  which  military 
perfons,  particularly  fubaltem  officers  are  taken. 
In  the  whole  empire  they  amount  to  fome  hun- 
dreds. 

Taking  all  thefe  together  we  fliali  find  them  to 
Be  about  600,000  men,  of  whom  we  may  reckon 
at  leaft  500,000  effeftive  foldiers  in  adualfervice. 
—  The  national  militia  is  not  here  taken  into  the 
account,  it  having  been  aboliflied,  and  the  troops 
converted  into  marching  regiments  *  —  Whoever 
therefore  would  ftate  the  force  of  the  ruffian  army, 
ihould  clearly  define  what  he  has  regard  to  in  fo 
doing,  namely,  whether  he  means  the  whole  of 
the  land-forces  including  the  guards,  the  whole 
artillery  department,  the  ganifons,  the  provincial 
commandos,  and  the  irregular  troops ;  or  merely 
comprifes  the  proper  field  regiments,  with  or 
without  the  Kozaks  in  the  field  fervice,  which 
are  indeed  ftill  called   irregular  troops,   but  are 

*  So  long  ago  as  in  the  former  turki(h  war,  general  £eld- 
xnarihal  count  Romant^of  began  to  make  fome  regiments  which 
came  to  l^is  army  about  the  year  i  "n  i  into  ficld>regimeftts>  and 
to  give  them  white  inftead  of  green  uniforms.  This  national 
militia  confided  of  fine  flout  men,  chiefly  odnodvortzi ;  in  their 

« 

regiments  great  order  and  decorum  was  obferved^  and  they 
Hrere  richly  provided  with  ^11  neceffiiries, 

fo 
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fo  wt\l  difciplinedi  that  they  m^y  he  ufed  as  triiiebed 
huffars. 

A  few  reuiarka  may  be  here  put  together  witt- 
out  being  very  anxious  in  the  feleftion. 

Though  fome  authors  aferibe  but  little  valine  to 
"the  ruffian  foWier^  yet  others  have  begun  of  late 
to  do  them  juftice,  on  feeing  with  ailonifhment 
ih)p  great  atchievements  which  the  ruffian  army 

has  pciformed.  One  writer  affirms*  that  the  ruf* 
fen  foldicrs,  like  the  invincible  legions  of  the  an-^ 
tient  Romans,  take  one  fortrefe  after  another^ 
defeat  the  enemy  whenever  they  can  get  fight  of 
them,  &c.  Adding,  that  Ruffia  alone  was  able  to 
carry  on  a  war  agaiuft  the  Turks  w^ith  fuch  fuc- 
ecfs ;  that  the  Ruffian  wanta  but  little  "^t  and  that, 
(which  howeveJ  extravagantly  exprcffed,  under 
limitations  contains  foiipe  truth^^  unprovided  as 

*  It  is  incredible  and  Inconceivable  how  the  coninum  foldier 
makes  his  fmall  pay  and  provifion  fufHce ;  nay,  he  even  acca- 
SKilates  a  little  capital,  or  at  lead  on  hoKdays  can  aiTord  to  treat 
himfelf  with  ftrong  liquors.  Not  to  mentiaa  that  at  times  4 
coonnander  deprives  him  oF-fooie  under  various  pretexts.  To 
fatisfy  all  his  wants  he  has  no  ipore  than  a  yearly  pay  of  fix  or 
(even  rubles  (in  garrifon  it  is  ftill  Icfs)  with  his  allowance  of 
flour  and  grits :  he  buys,  in  the  mefs,  meat  and  greafe  or  oil ; 
clubs  with  fome  others  to  purchafe  a  hotfe  to  carry  his  little 
pack  on  long  marches ;  muft  pay  for  every  button,  &c.  which 
he  happens  to  lofe ;  and  buy  articles  of  clothes  when  thofe  al- 
lowed  him  are  not  fufficient :  for  neither  his  two  Jhirts  made  of 
cheap  Uncn,  nor  his  boots,  for  which  only  forty- five  kopeeks 
arc  allowed  hira,  (and  therefore  cheap  leather  is. ufed,)  with 
a  pair  of  fhoes,  will  laH  the  year  through  with  conibant  ufe.  . 

he 
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he  is^  pr(X)eeds  to  Confiantinople  to  provide  hvto^ 
fclf  better  ♦.  —  It  may  therefore  be  affer ted,  that 
Rufiia  without  detriment  may  difpeale  with  a 
number  of  (Irong  fortifications,  as  the  army  fup'- 
plies  the  pluce  of  them,  and  is  never  accuftomed 
to  give  M^Qy,  if  the  <rotamaiiderS  fliew  but  proper 
courage/  This  may  be  the  reafon  why  fo  mauy 
fertifications  wliidi  are  not  deemed  neceflkry  a$ 
tenable  places  on  the  frontiers,  are  not  carefully 
kept  up.  However  the  empke  has  f(»ts  enough 
of  vunous  kinds. 

Prince  Potemkin  introduced  a  great  number  of 
hew  reflations  into  the  army.  Among  othem, 
he  iaved  the  men  great  trouble  and  expence  by 
iheeii^  dicm  from  the  neceflity  of  dreifmg  their 
bair  intfa  poWer  and  whitening  their  k'atheiis; 
hB  made  them  crop  their  hair  indead  of  wearing 
curis ;  in  plate  of  the  great  hat,  he  gave  them  a 
cafque  or  morion,  which  in  winter  proteftcd  their 
iiead  from  tbe  cold ;  for  the  long  fword  of  the 
^vairy  he  provicked  tivem  with  a  ihort  fabre,  and 
entirely  took  away  the  ^e-arms  from  tiac  infan- 
tty,  }exmig  ttusm  only  the  bayonet;  he  eic* 
changed  the  long  coat  for  a  f$xtt  of  jacket  f^  with^ 

*  Crant^  on  vju-Ioua  ftfbjcds  ^  modera  hl&ory,  torn.  UL 
p.  124. 

f  Tbt  oScots^ike^e  ac  pffcfent  wear  diis  ihore  drefs  vihetk 
ina  AgvM,  witb  the  kmg  trowHsrs ;  at  othei*  time«  tlity  have 
4k«k  ibfOi^r-unilonM.;  in  levdal  xoginents  they  have  evea 
three  or  four- different  drefles. 

the 
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the  addition  of  long  loofe  pantaloons,  &a  — 
Several  alterations  were  likewife  made  in  the  ca^ 
vahy.  Each  regular  regiment  now  confifts  of  fix 
fquadrons,  (formerly  of  ten  companies,)  the  firft 
commanded  by  the  colonel,  the  fixth  by  the  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, the  fecond  by  the  premier-major, 
the  fifth  by  the  fenior  fecond  major,  the  third  by 
the  fecond  fecond-major,  (not  known  before, )  the 
fourth  by  the  fenior  captain.  Befides  the  {tuff, 
every  regiment  had  fix  captains,  twelve  lieute- 
nants, and  thirteen  cornets  (one  of  whom  inuft 
be  commiflkrv,  u  e.  receive  and  take  care  of  the 
money  and  neccflaries).  Many  regiments  had 
upwards  of  t^venty  fupernumerary  captains*. 
IMoreover,  in  moft  of  the  regiments  of  cavalry 
were  likewife  cadets,  who  muft  occafionally  do 
dutv  as  officers,  and  were  better  treated  than  fub- 
altcms.  Each  fquadron  confifts  of  two  compa* 
nies,  and  each  of  thefe  of  three  corporalfliips  or 
iixty-nine  men  who  come  in  the  front.  Befides 
liiefe  to  each  company  belong  a  plotnik  or  car- 
penter to  make  the  baggage-waggon  and  what- 
ever eHe  is  wanted  of  wood,  a  fmith,  and  a  tzenil- 
iiik  or  fliaver,  all  three  to  be  confidered  and  paid 
as  common  troopers.  Though  each  fquadron 
prcfents  only  138  horfe  in  front,  yet  on  account 

•  This  is  becauie  many  young  Aibaltems  are  taken  oat 
of  the  gnards  to  be  made  officers  in  the  field  regiments:  of 
«ven  becaufe  not  every  one  who  is  advanced  can  immediatelf 

find  a  poll.  .... 

of 
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of  the  fubaltems,  &c.  they  are  obliged  to  have 
one  hundred  and  fifty-five  faddle-horfes,  befides 
draught  horfes. 

In  the  turkifti  war  the  anny  being  obliged  to 
act  in  feveral  places  at  once,  the  troops  were  di- 
vided into  fo  many  corps,  and  therefore  the  main 
body  of  the  army  was  fometimes  not  very  nume  - 
rous,  and  yet  was  always  viftorious ;  what  muft 
we  conclude  but  that  the  men  are  brave,  and  ca- 
pable of  any  enterprife  *.  Anecdotes  are  related 
of  brave  and  refolute  officers  who  acquired  great 
renown  in  the  twt>  laft  wars  againfi;  the  Turks  by 
afts  of  real  heroifrnf;  and  as  for  the  men,  they 
were  pronounced  even  by  Frederic  IL  to  be  ex- 

*  We  are  not  in  general  to  confider  fo  much  the  nambers  as 
the  utility  and  courage  of  the  foldiers,  and  the  fuccefs  that  has 
tYtry  where  attended  them>  particukrly  in  nfiodern  times.  A 
Teteran  foldier  will  even  frequently  infpire  fortitude  into  a 
young  officer.  —  Among  a  great  many  other  anecdotes  which  I 
might  quote*  I  fliall  mention  only  one  of  an  officer  of  the  yse- 
gers,  who,  defending  a  place  in  Finland  in  1790,  received  fix* 
teen  wounds.  On  his  falling,  two  of  his  people  helped  him  up 
and  flood  fupporting  him«  faying,  '*  Only  command  us,  and  we 
ihall  certainly  conquer  '/'  He  commanded,  and  they  kept  their 
word.  ^  The  Swedes  were  beat  off,  and  the  ruffian  yaeger-com- 
ma^do  maintained  their  pofls  under  their  lieutenant,  who  was 
therefore  xnade  a  major. 

f  Their  names  are  known  either  by  the  gazettes  or  by  the 
rewsuds  they  received,  at  leaft  in  part.  It  is  not  only  turkifh 
and  other  inregtdar  armies ;  they  are  able  to  beat  regulars  alfo, 
as  was  evinced  in  the  feven-jrears  war  as  well  as  the  lafl  war  with 
the  Turks. 

celient 
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cdient  Ibldiers.  TheL  ruflfiiaa  foLiier  will  not  M 
back  one  flep,  while  his  commandei:  brarely  keeps 
his  ground  ;  he  contents  himfelf  with  m  ex- 
titnady  little  pay,  imd  with  very  -flender  <liet,  and 
is  always  cheerftil ;  hungry  and  thirfty,  he  tra- 
Tteifes  the  hca\y  funds  of  the  ddierts  under  the 
load  of  his  accoutrements,  without  murmur  or 
compkmt  * ;  executes  every  command ;  itckons 
nothing  irapoflible  or  too  diliicttlt;  does  every 
thing  that  be  is  ordered  without  ihnnning  any 
danger ;  and  is  inventive  of  a  thoufand  means  for 
aocompl  tilling  his  defiga.  What  may  not  be  per* 
formed  with  fuch  an  army  f  when  led  on  by  ex- 
perienced and  valiant  generals  in  whom  they  have 
confidence  p    Let  the  foldier  but  fee  that  he  is 

fpattd 

* .  TJiat  k,  when  fae  Tees  that  the  cominAoder  is  not  to  Usme 
for  the  fcarcicj.  «*»  Indeed  the  veteran  £)idier  will  hold  ox 
longer  than  the  Tonng  recruit. 

.  f  Wc  need  only  advert  to  the  viftories  which  a  fmall  body 
fometimes  gained  oyer  a  party  of  the  enemy  coniifGng  of  twice 
their  number^  in  the  two  hift  tarkifti  wars.  The  fame  obfervt- 
tion  may  be  made  concerning  the  fleet.  The  good  qualities  we 
sfcribe  to  the  RofBan  lie  in  his  national  ehara^er  as  being  ]m>*. 
per  to  the  whole  nation.  It  isfofliewhat  furprifing  that  perfbfls 
'who  cannot  deny  them  to  the  radian  (bldiers*  (and  Ukewife  to 
theboorsO  yet  pretend  that  they  proceed  either  from  dieirvjlf- 
iakge  or  their  inherent  ffopidity  i  the  Don-koorit  is  fio  v^» 
and  yet  is  brame ;  the  mifian  boor  IskidMd  a  TaCil,  bat  he  si 
jBiythsnf^efs  tfaonilttfad:  hcisextfomety  BttfalMidooi»iti|^ 
wd  teed  by  natare  for  every  tUog. 

I  Petpr  L  knew  his  coantrymedj  when  he  iaid  after  ftfefbg 


i^ait4  as  much  as  poffiUe,  he  attaches  himfelf 
mrith  all  hia  foul  to  his  commaBder  *,  and  per« 
fomu!  almofi  muracks.  -*^  Well  might  the  -f  ea3pre& 
denominate  the  Ruffian)  an  pbedient,  brave,  in-* 
ttepid,  enterprifing,  andpowerfiil people. 

The  opinion  generally  adopted,  that  Peter  T. 
was  the  firft  who  took  foreign  officers  into  hb  fer-» 
vic^  and  raifed  regular  re^xnents  by  their  means, 
is  unfounded ;  perhaps  alfo  the  addition,  that  he 
Leanied  the  maaual  exerciie  in  the  6r(l  formed 
company ;  for,  without  mentioning  the  fireUtzes, 
whidk  had  been  eftabliihed  long  before  him  as  a 
fort  of  regular  militia  in  continual  fervice,  but 
which  he  for  weighty  reafons  aboliihed,  his  father 
bad  ahready  caufed  feverat^  perfe&ly  regular  regi^ 
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muLWf  loflbs,  that  this  anny  would  foon  learn  to  beat  Charlei  XII. 
at  firft  the  attack  of  a  difcipliflied  tegular  enemy  was  a  firangt 
ttt  them. 


*  In  the  turkiih  war  of  1770^  general  Proibroflky  allowed  hit 
corps  to  ai^pear  without  hair  powder  and  without  whitening 
their  leathers;  by  this  indulgence  he  won  the  hearts  of  has  fol- 
diers. —>  Prince  Potemkin,  feme  few  years  finee,  <ttfcaf<ed 
throughout  the  anny»  not  only  a  part  of  their  heavy  arms,  ibr 
inibmce,  the  pallaih  of  the  in&ntry,  but  alfo  the  inconrenient 
narrow  coat,  the  hair-dreiRng  which  was  foch  a  heavy  lofs  on 
dieir  time  and  their  fleep,  and  which  eitofed  aa  unneecffiu^  cx- 
pence  in  powder,  with  other  inconvenienees  $  and  att  fha  would 
knows  how  the  foMiers  were  attached  to  him  with  hMvdtk 
gtacitadiiw 

f  In  her  letter  of  grace  to  the  nohiCty  in  1795. 

VOL.  IX,  B  ments, 
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ments,  to  be  formed  by  foreign  officers,  which 
\^ere  ftationqd  not  at  Mofco  but  at  Tula :  among 
thele  were  particularly  Engliflimen  and  Scotfmen. 
In  the  arcbives  of  the  college  of  war  are  preferred 
the  lifts  ,of  them  and  their  pay  *•  Theft;  officers 
might  put  a  regiment  on  the  foreign. footing ;  but 
it  was  not  by  their  doing  that  the  ruffian  foldier 
liad  thofe  good  qualities  juft  mentioned,  and  which 
form  a  part  of  the  national  charaftcr.  .  On  the 
other  hand  Peter  I.  was  the  creator  of  his  army, 
not  by  having  formed  fome  regular  regiments, 
but  by  conftituting  it  purely  of  fuch,  with  the  ex* 
ception  of  the  irregular  troops  ft  ill  in  being.,  and 
by  introducing  the  raifing  of  recruits  and  the 
head-money  inftead  of  the  former  pradlice  ^  of 
making  the  nobles  and  their  ferfs  do  fervicc  in  the 
campj'. — Ever  fmce   his  time,   every  German, 

without 

•  •*  Two  regiments,  one  of  cavalry  and  another  of  infantr/y 
were  commanded  by  a  Scotfman  as  colonel,  and  having  a  fhiff'^s 
company  in  each  of  them  ;  he  received  four  times  the  ufual  pay. 

f  Many  little  anecdotes  are  related  of  what  happened  on  this 
occa&oni  mod  of  them  perhaps  the  invention  of  an  idle  moment, 
or  at  lead  much  exaggerated  ;  but,  fuppodng  they  were  tru^» 
they  excite  neither  laughter  nor  furprife,  as,  oa  the  inf  rodud^ion 
of  foreign  cudoms,  the  like  might  have  happened  in  any  coun- 
try. —  According  to  one  of  them,  at  that  time  a  certain  boy^r 
thought  a  major-general  fuperior  to  a  lieutenant-general,  and  ia 
making  out  the  patent,  in  the  emperor's  abfence,  committed  a 
miflake.  Of  another  we  are  told,,  that,  inllead  of  giving  ao  ' 
officer  the  reprimand,  or  putting  him  under  arreft,  as  he  was 
bid,  he  ordered  him  to  have  the  battogaes  (i.  e.  jto  be  beaten 
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%rithout  regard  to  birth,  upon  proper  behaviour  is. 
gradually  advanced,   and  becomes  an  *  officer. 
However,  the  late  empreis  granted  confiderabk . 
privileges  by  ukafe  to  the  nobility.     A  young  man . 
of  burgher  condition  muft  have  performed  twelve- 
years  of  good  fervice  before  he  is  made  an  officer, 
(particularly  good  condu6t  produces  exceptions  to 
this  rule).     Accordingly,  whoever  enters  the  mi^ 
litary  fervice,  whether  in  the  guards  or  in  march- 
ing regiments,  if  he  would  get  early  promotion 
muft  bring  proof  of  his  noble  defcent.  —As  the 
nobility  by  this  means  are  rapidly  advanced,  we 
fee  in  the  marching  regiments  a  number  of  young, 
officers,  particularly  from  the  guards,  ^who,  after 
having  ferved  or  been  enlifted  fome  years,  have 


with  ftkks);  bat  general  Ogilvie,  an  Englifliman,  who  bad 
come  from  |he  aafoian  fervice,  drew  op  the  articles  of  .war» 
became  the  only  lieatenant  field-marfhal  in  the  ruffian  army>  and 
laftljr  vent  back  to  Auftria,  was  fo  incenfed  at  thisl>ehavtoqr, 
that  ht  threatened,  with  aU  the  foreign  officers,  to  qnit  the  fer- 
vice  anlefs  the  aggrieved  officer  was  honoarably  difcharged.  and 
compeniated  in  fome  way  or  other  for  the  infult  he  had  received. 
As  the  boyar  knew  that  fubaltems  even  of  noble  birth  might  be 
corporally  puniflted  with  beating,  (which  was  only  aboliflied  by 
xh(^  late  empreis  in  the  yeair  I775>)  ^^  l^ight  be  led  into  the 
miftake  that  fuch  ponifhment  was  proper  br  the  ofiendinf 
officer. 

^  £ven  under-offipers,  who  by  birth  were  vaflal-boors^  may  ^f 
food  behaviour  rife  to  be  officers. 

s  i  been 
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been  rcmowd  thither*.  Nm^^rthelefs  tfa^(¥  ate' 
perfons  enough  who  have  grown  grey  under  arm% 
or  fometiines,  e^ectally  iu  profound  peace^  r^> 
nuain  long  in  the  fame  poft  f .  —  Some  were  ap«; 
prdienflVe  that  the  army  would  lofe  many  good: 
officers  by  the  iatrodudion  of  the  new  mode  q£ 
governing  the  provinces;  becaufe  pofis  in  die; 
civil  department  are  atteiuled  with  more  conve*' 
nience  and  a  better  faiary^  But  it  occafioned  na 
def^  in  tlia  awny ;  nay^  many  regiments,  pre* 
tious  to- the  breaking  out  of  the  lait  war,  had' 
feveral  fuperntgneraiy  fiaifrofficer^  as.  well  as 
Othecsc 

.  Duringaq.d:fooi^after  the.  war  of  1770  the  late 
en^re&  thought  good  to^make  feveral  regulations^ 
in  the  army.  Among  others  flie  ordered  that  all 
Ifie  heavy  cavahy  ihould  have  their  own  chleij 
iiamely,  the  general  fieklf-marfhai  count  Romanb' 
zof ;  as  weft*  as  the  Hght'-horfe,  theirs  in  the  per- 
fon.  of  the  genjeral  field-marflial  prince  Potemkih. 
Farther,  that.  fome..  perfonages,  bcccane.  famous 
for  great  eacpioits,  ihould.  have  honourable:  fiiT" 

•  It  was  long  a  pra£Ucie  for  young  noblemen,  efpecially  Livo- 
nians,  Src.  to  procure  patents  as  poli(h  officers,  and  then  to 
cntcf  the  rufliah  fervice  as  officers,  without  having  fcrved;  but 
Catharine  II.  reformed  this  abufc. 

.  f  This  w^  .particularly  the  cafe  before  the  laft  turkiih  ivar* 

J  .... 

rt  the  htfavy  cavalry;  which  made  promotion  very   How  in 
comuig. 

'  --  5  names 
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tiafnfes  annexed  to  thofe  of  thiir  femily,  te,  Ko- 
(matotzof-Zadutiaifky,  Potemkin-Tavritfdiefty,  Su- 
^^rof-Rymtiikflcy ;  as  aMb,  €tM:  fome,  as  a  parti- 
*iEilar  mark  of  favour,  fliould  have  a  peculiar  regi- 
^dnt,  though  under  the  former  reigAs,  no  ge- 
He^-al"*^  had  ever  i^ecrived  the  like.  To  this  muil 
^  efpedally  added,  tkit  prinoe  Potemkiil  was 
4i|jp6inted  general  infpe^lor  of  the  whole  army, 
to  whom  feveral  fulMnfpeftots  were  added.  Hfc 
^t  a  iftop  to  tiumberleft  diforders,  abufes,  and 
«furpa^tiOn%,  Which  bad  crept  into  ibme  regiments, 
«btid  called  feveral  negligent  or  rapacious  com- 
ttttcnders  to  a  fevere  account 

%  the  entirely  n?e^  arratigeme^t  adopted  for 
the  anny  in  1764,  the  cokMiels  acquired  much 
lArH^re  authority  thaia  befere,  and  atthe£ime  time 
%he  G^poltunky  for  making  oonitderable  advan- 
%agei  ^^peciaJly  in  ^e  <;avahry*t.  Some  peo{^ 
exprefled  great  furprife  at  this ;  but  without  vfesar 
fen,  for  the  colour  were  ftiH  under  the  fame 

s 

^  The'emprd^  SHsabeth  in^nt  fswttk^yessn^wAr  gave  ac^is 
f9ay  the  name  of  the  Schavalof-corps.  —  The  regiments  for* 
roerly  never  took  their  names  from  a  general,  bat  always  from 
0,  town  ^r  iMTOviHoe.  Laiterly 'fome  ^xoepdoUt  ka^e*  boctt  "made 
lo'tMs  rule* 

4-  This  was  done  by  the  purchafe  of  hotfes^  forage,  -ant 
tfiaer'iiectfffiitles,  particularly  whdn  dietavalry  were  notcomi* 
^e^y  fnonnted.  —  Howtver,  thefe  are  matters  wiUi  which  vfb 
^ife-iMhing  to  do.  We  (hall  only  jaft  mention,  that  ihany  had 
%iith#r  ahrays  remain  colonels  than  be  appointed  generals,  as  in 
lhat<3A  they  lofe  their  regiment.  Only  brigadiers  remain  )ft 
toloneltwhhdieur'r«g)mftit9<  i 

'   s  3  refponfibility 
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refponfibillty  as  before;  and  the  crown  which 
had  been  formerly  obliged  to  pay  very  dear  for 
many  of  the  neceffaries  belonging  to  the  regi- 
ments, faved  great  fums  of  money  by  the  new 
regulj^tion.  —  Under  the.  emprels  Elizabeth  many 
young  colonelsj  who  had  intereft  at  court,  fre- 
quently got  a  great  deal  by  it,  or  allowed  their 
foldiers^  all  manner  of  licence.'  Previous  to  the 
feven-years^war  four  regiments  were  particularly 
notorious,  and  particular  towns  were  terrified  on 
hearing  that  eitj^er  of  them  were  to  be  quartered 
there,. and  would  raife  a  fum  of  money  to  be  free 
from  fuch  guefts.  In  the  late  reig^n  none  of  thefe 
diforders  happened,  as  tne  empreis  was  extremely 
anxious  and  took  care  to  provide  that  the  fubje£ls 
fliould  neither  be  molefted  in  their  houfes  nor 
thtiv  bufinefe  by  the  quartering  of  foldiers,  and 
which  ihe  caufed  to  be  exprefsly  inculcated  in  the 
articles  of  war. 

In  general  it  may  be  affirmed,  that  no  armyi  n 
Europe  proportionately  cofts  fo  little^  as  the  ruf- 
fian \  and  that  no  foldier  in  Europe  can  fubiiil 

on 

i 

/ 

*  The  firft  eqaipment  of  a  dta^oon  cofls  ierenteen  rabies 
45  a  kopecks,  and  afterwards  yearly  feven  rubles  29tW  ^^ 
l^ecks.  However,  for  the  firfl,  fome  articles  furniflied  from  the 
coQuniflariat  are  not  included,  fuch  as  faddle,  bridle,  i&c.  nor 
horfe,  forage,  iianding,  and  keep.  -*-  Concerning  the  pay  of  the 
officers,  itmoft  be  obferved,  i.  that  the  officers  of  the  garriibn- 
yegiments  in  the  towns  of  the  Baltic  have  double  the  pay  of 
other  garrifon* regiments;  2.  that  the  oiEcers  of  all  marching 
regiments  have  three  times  the  pay  of  the  officen  of  the  regi- 
ments 


THE  ARMY.  .  263 

on  fo  little  pay  as  the  ruffian.  For,  what  other 
european  foldier  will  fubfift  on  an  annual  pay  not 
ainounting  to  more  than  feven  or  eight  mbles,  or 
when  ingarrifon  only  half  that  fum,   and  the  al- 

allowance 


ments  in  the  provinces;  3.  that  the  private  men  in  the  guards 
have  double  the  pay  of  thofe  iti  the  marching  regiments. 

A  general  field-marlhal  is  allowed  per  annum  feven  thoufand 
mblesj  two  hundred  rations j  valued  ^t  1 140  rubles^  and  iixteen 
denfliiks  or  fervants.  ^    , 

Rubles.  Rations.        Rubles.  PenHi. 

A  gcneralin  chief    -        •  3606  80  rs     456     12 

A  lieutenant-general        -  2160  50  zz    285     10 

A  major-general        -        -^  J  800  40  z=     228       8    . 

A  brigadier         -         •      -      840  20  =:     171       7 

In  the  marching  regiments  a  colonel  is  allowed  yearly  fix 

hundred  rubles,  for  rations  nitiety-iix  rubles  ninety  kopeekSf 

and  &c  denfhiks  or  fervants. 

Rubles.  ^       Rubl*  Koi».  Den/h. 

A  lieutenant-colonel'  j6o.  For  iations^  62     70     4 

A  major        -        -  300.       — —       62     70      3 

'    A  captain         -         •  180.        ■  ■■■  ■        28  .50    2 

,    A  lieutenant        -        -.    .   x2Q»        '-i  ■    .        22     8.0     i    - 

A  fecond  lieutenant        •        84*      .-»—        17     10     i 

An  eniign        -        -  84.        17     10     1 

-    -A -quarter  mafter  of  a  re- 
giment       -         -  84.        ■  22    80     I 
An  adjutant        -        -          120.       ■               22     80     i 
Prom  this. table,  and  the  paragraph  immediately  precedix^  it, 
y^c  may  find  out  the  pay  of  the  ofHcers  )>elonging  to  the  regi* 
menu  in  the  garrifons  and  governments.  —  A  private  xji^n  iy 
allowed  yearly  ten  rubles  ninety-eight  kopeeks^  befides  three 
barrels  of  meal,  a  certain  quantity  of  grift  or  cparfe  oatmeal^ 
xwenty-four  pounds  of  ialr,  and  iieih  to  the  value  of  feventy-two 

.,       s  4  kopeeks; 
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lewattce  of  gi-its  and  flour,  M^eiglicd  Out  to  hittf 
with  the  utmoft  nicety  ?  *—  The  annual  «cpendi* 
turc  for  the  fiipport  of  the  army  urill  be  touched 
upon  occafionally  in  the  foUdir ing  feftion. 


SECTION   IL 
Of  the  Navg. 

RcrssiA  is  poAefled  of  feveral  fleets,  entirely 
diftinS;  from  each  other.  She  ha«  one  in  the 
Baltic,  and  another  in  the  Euxine:  the  former 
under  the  admiralty  of  St  Petcribui^;  but  not 
the  latter,  which,  therefore,  cannot  in  any  point 
of  view  be  confidered  as  only  a  divifion  of  the 
other ;  and  by  on  efpeciat  ukaTe,  on  account  of 
its  diftance,  has  its  own  high-aditiiral,  who  waa 
frince  Potcmkin.  To  thefe  inuft  be  added  a 
third,  the  gpilley-fleet,  wbofe  chief  was  the  prince 
of  Naflau-SiegeS)  but  immediately  under  the  em- 
prefs.  —  All  the  three  fleets  wef e  in  a6tual  fervice 
during  the  lafl  war, 


•^^ttim^mmimmmmtmam^mamii^^mS^ 


koipcAs :  alt  thefe  articles  Ata  computed  at  five  rabies  feipenty- 
foot  kopeeks.  But  fix  rubles  thirty-five  kopeeks  are  dedikded. 
Ir6iii  the  pay  of  every  priv«te  xhan  fbt  c\6thit^,  medicines, 
fieft,  cartridges,  and  rbpaifing  df  firelodcs.  His  whole  clothing 
ftom  head  to  foot  cofts  tiUf  twel^  rubles.  — -  T&e  denfiiiks  ate 
taken  out  of  the  recrutt^  to  attend  on  the  oflkefs :  and  fbt  the 
ftipport  of  every  One  of  thefe,  eleven  fix  dollars  and  two  and  a 
half  kopeeks  ^e  paid  annually  out  of  the  jftUitahy  cheft;  bttt 
the  mdlers  are  obliged  to  clothe  them* 

The 


Tht  tittpetot  Peter  I.  W2S  citattor  of  the  mfllan 
fleet  Before  his  reign  the  Ruflktis  had,  indeed, 
fiiiaU  veflbls  for  mercantile  or  tranfport  fervice^ 
which  they  navigated  along  the  coafts  and  on  the 
rivers ;  but  thi^  were  fuch  \nttched  things  as  we 
Aill  fee  in  fome  places  on  the  riven  between  Kohi 
and  Archangel,  kc.  no  iron  is  ufed  in  tlieir  co&«- 
ftm&ton^  not  even  a  fingle  nail.  Armed  vetTels^ 
much  lefs  ihips  of  war,  were  at  that  time  not 
known  in  Rufita.  But  that  gredk,  monalch  tra*^ 
veiled  into  foreign  countries  for  the  fitke  isf  learn- 
ing a  better  method  of  building  fliips,  and  of  in- 
troducing it  into  his  empire.  He  raided  a  rnari^ 
time  force  *,  and  cauiM  a  fet  of  regulations  to  be 
printed  for  the  eftabliihment  of  a  navy.  Since 
his  deceaie  the  government  has  not  always  be* 
Howed  the  ikme  degree  of  attention  on  the  fleet 

In  the  ye&r  1^41  it  confifted  of  twenty-three 
{hips  ^f  the  line,  nine  frigates,  tliree  bomb-ketdieS| 
feven  prames,  and  eighty  new-built  gallies. 

In  1757  they  could  only  count  twenty-one  Un^ 
cf  battle  fliips,  (fome  of  which  were  in  very  bad 
condition,)  fi!K  fHgated,  two  bomb4^etches^  two 
prames,  two  fire^fliips,  and  ninety  gallies.  ^^  The 
crews  for  the  whole  fleet,  including  the  gallies, 
ivere  computed  at  60,239  nien,  which,  however, 
(as  ufual, )  were  not  complete. 

*  Mr.  Coxe  is  of  O^iaimi,  tkst  t)ie  feu  belobgiag  t(i  tkfc  «m« 
pire  produced  the  fleets  tbongh  aot  ibflicieBt  exeicife  ibr  tbt 

fidlors :  but  experience  has  (hewn  this  to  be  a  miftake. 

In 
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f  In  the  year  1781  they  had  thirty-foui-  ihips  of 
war,  but  their  nunibei'  was  to  be  increafed  to  fifty- 
four*.  Whether  fo  many  fiift-ratas,  without  the 
frigates,  were  aUays  kept  up  in  time  of  peace ; 
alio  whether  at  the  commencement  of  the  laft 
war  (i»  fome  were  frequently  laid  by  as  old  and 
unfit  for  fervice)  fo  many  were  aftually  in  being 
for  the  Baltic,  I  cannot  determine.  That  Ruflia 
had  confiderable  fleets,  forming  together  a  very 
refpeftable  naval  force,  every  one  knows  from  the 
ieveral  actions  that  have  taken  place,  in  the  Baltic 
and  in  the  Black  fea,  or  may  be  fcen  from  the  fol- 
lowing curfory  view  f . 

The  Baltic  fleet,  at  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war  in  1788,  was  of  ftrength  fufficient  to 
defeat  the  aims  of  the  fwedifli  navy,  by  coming 
off  victorious  in  an  engagement.  Tlie  foree  off 
Hochland  confifted  of  thirty  fail,  whereof  feven- 
teen  were  of  the  line,  (one  of  a  hundred  and 
eight  guns,  the  reft  of  feventy-four  and.  fixty* 
four,)  together  carrjing  1228  cannons,  and  feven 
large  frigates.  But  at  that  time  fome  men  of  war 
had  failed  to  Copenhagen,  and  fix  lay  at  Arch- 
angel nearly  ready  for  fea.    Accoidingly,  we  muft 

.  *  The  fame  author  mentions  them  to. have  had  in  the  year 
1778  thirty-eight  (hips  of  the  line>  fifteen  frigates^  four  pnma, 
and  one  hundred  and  nine  gallies. 

+  It  will  not  be  deemed  fuperfluous,  as  no  book  that  I  kAOW 
of  delivers  a  fatisfadtory  account  of  the  ruffian  navy. 

not 
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not  limit  the  whdle  fleet  to  that  number  * ;  befides, 
all  the  fliips  were  not  fent  out 

On  their  appearin^t  fea  again  in  the  following 
year  1 789  they  were  ftated  by  fome  to  confifl  of 
thirty-three  line  of  battle  fliips,  without  reckoning 
thofe  which  went  to  the  galley  fleet  under  vice- 
^miral  Krufe :  for,  at  the  fea  fight  (if  the  mere 
cannonading  of  fome  fliips  may  be  fo  called)  the 
riiflian  fleet,  according  to  their  own  account, 
confiiled  of  twenty  fliips  of  the  line,  with  fome 
frigates  and  fmaller  veflels;  others  fpoke  of 
twenty-two  fiiil-ratesi  and  fix  frigates.  Prefently 
afterwards  they  were  confidembly  reinforced  by 
the  coming  up  of  the  afore-onentioned  fliips  from 
Kioeger  bay. 

But  they  were  all  this  while  at  work  in  thtf 
yards  of  Cronftadtj  Peterfl)urg,  and  Archangel, 
in  making  a  confiderable  addition  to  the  fleet 
for  it  is  well  known  that  from  autumn  1 768  to 
.  the  fummer  of  1 789,  at  Peterfl)urg  and  Cronfladt 
the  -follo\ving  men  of  war  were  built :  three  of  a 
liundred  guns,  four  other  fliips  of  the  line,  (all 
of  oak  and  flieathed  with  copper,)  three  che- 
I>ecks  of  thirty-fix  guns,  fix  fchooners  of  twenty- 

*  Gfttterer,  in  his  Abrifs  der  Geographic,  p.  3z6>  where 
lie  probably  means  only  the  Baltic  fleet,  fets  it  down  at  thirty 
or  forty  (hips  of  the  line,  and  in  aU  about  one  hundred  and 
eighty  fail. 

eight 
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d^gmis,  ^i^h  ibipeM  ^flieK^  Mid  gim-bo«ts. 
But'  at  the  conclufitm  of  the  ysut  1789  tti^taltf 
Alps  <^  war  quite  tttw  ky  retdy  ift  ^  Atdhungel. 
Wkhoat  tbefe  the -fleet  «ttl(9t  mi  «be  US&i  of  ftfo^ 
17^  omfiftoi  ^  thuty  &)()»  ^  the  Jkit  mA 
i^^^eeh  £(igat6s. ' 

Hie  ^Lfitt  i»r  Tkt  %LAcit  S£a  vr^i^  «lt«ifi)r 
v»y  «cofilkleraide  i«4^  :die  likte  <em{$t^  yfU  «t 

forprife.  •-In  the yMr  S78T  k  ocrvfiflibd «f  dMnft 
tsighsttea  ih^  •of  th«  fine,  chtt  iby  vwlvt  »S^ 
Taftot»l  and  &ft  ftt  Khferfim  '|,  <(yf  t^A^nty-^ftttr  ^ 

ports.  In  1789  the  Heet  i^  ai^uld  &mi»  wis 
eleven  line  of  battle  ihips  and  fevepal  laig*  fii- 
gates.  Xn  1 790  ft  16  tnetitio6«d  in  the  H^sCmlMilgh 
gaofit  si&compoikA  dT  ti^ve  men  ^  tvar  df  th^ 

b^cia,   atid  guft-ho^t^    wfth.  tnr(^  hxmAttd  fl&it^ 

•  -  ji , 

^  Sofjie  toff  the  ijodhwbifBinfiul,  chat  ilmoft  all  die  gd&b 
wef€  new-built  i  iNit  the^^jf^ere  Wfongly  infonBed>  al  fei^ual  cf 
the  old  were  retAtned  for  fervice, 

t  This  tfi  ftated  on  r^J^^theritjr  of  a  fea^officer  of  great 
citdibiliiy,  who  was  aT^^chatigel  in  the  year  ij^g*  ani 
frequently  kept  watch  oit  ,b6^rd  thofe  new  (hips.  —  Perhaps  it 
migfac  be  for  want  of  AlttSt  dMt  the;^  were  dot  flhtaulf  Wihe 
Sftltic.  c>^43 

t  It  i*  trcll  knorwn  ft^fefiftSi  large  ft!ps  df  ^tfrat  tito  idchcf 
be  built  nor  employed  theig^s  in  the  Baltic,  from  the  Wtffltof 
fuffioient  depth  of  water  :iH%3ny  places. 

""""  bottomecl 
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btittoBied.  Y«ffek  — The  fleet  ia  t3»  Liinaji  waar 
compoefed  of  thi]!ty-fi:ire  &il  ha.  tfafi  year  1788^ 
bat  CHL  akccoant  of  tisse  AalWs  there  badno.  bage 
Alps. 

In  t&e  ArchipebgO'  tbei e  liwe  onty  three  flaps 
iathfi  ymr  1789^  namely  one  frigate  o£  tkir^- 
fix  gvns^  aaDndthei:  of  twenty,  and  one  clhefteck 
of  fixteen* 

\  But  Ruffia  lias  aS&>  rai&d  a  flotilla  on  the  Bogue 
send  on  the  Dniepr,  not  ^  ftoin  Bender.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  1789  it  confifted  already  of  forfy 
fchooners,  of  fix  to  twelve  guns;  but  in  the 
ipring  of  1790  they  were  a  hundred  complete. 

*  Th0  GACLcr  FEEEf  camc  into  notice  again  by 
ihe  fea  fi^  in  the  year  1789.  — Peter  I.  had 
madie  nfe  of  this,  fleet  in  his  war  againft  Sweden, 
^  £d  afterwards  the  empreCs  Elisabetlvon  a  like 
occafion.  — That  in  the  fumraer  of  1789  it  did 
fiot  confifi  entirely  of  new  gallies,  but  that  feveral 
of  the  old  were  retained  for  fervice*^  has  been 
already  mentioned.  In  t^ie  engagement  of  the 
l^th  of  Auguft,  the  number  of  all  the  vefielis 
belonging  to  this  fleet,  great  and  fmaJl,  was  re- 
ported at  a  hundred,  and  ten,  which  was  pretty 
Hear  the  taruth ;  for,  by  the  account  of  an  officer, 
who  was  then  on  board  the  fleet,  the  frigates, 

gallies,  gun-boats,  &c.  all  tqgether  were  one  hun- 

♦        • 

*  Some  were  found  to  be  uctcdy  imferviceaUe^  and  fent 
back  to  Su  Petcriborg. 

dred 


270  FORCES    OF   THE   EMPIRE* 

m 

dred  and  four;  though,  for  various  reafons,  all 
were  not  in  the  engagement,  and  therefore  the 
viftory  ought  not  to  be  afcribed  to  the  fuperiorily 
of  numbers.  Befides,  the  fwedifh  fleet  had  taken 
a  very  advantageous  pofition  among  the  iflands^ 
and  blocked  up  the  paflage  where  they  appre* 
bended  an  attack.  On  which  account  it  caufed 
the  ruffian  fleet  fo  much  trouble  to  come  at  them : 
however,  they  furmounted  all  difficulties,  and 
gained  the  well-known  decifive  vifilory  *.  In  the 
year  following,  1790,  they  appeared  iu  much 
greater  force  at  fea. 

The  admiralty  is  at  Petersburg,  with  a  high 
admiral  at  its  head,  which  place  was  held  by  the 
grand  duke  for  many  years.  As  an  imperial 
college  it  belongs  to  a  following  article.  —  That 
the  fleet  in  the  Euxine  or  Black  fea  is  not  under 
its  cognizance  has  been  already  remarked. 

The  Baltic  fleet  in  the  year  1789,  befides  its 
high  admiral  and  fome  other  officers  of  eminence, 
had  one  admiral,  (fn  1786  there  were  three,)  four 
vice-admirals,  and  five  contre-»admirals ;  amongft 

*  Had  the  plan  focceeded  to  its  full  extent^  fcarcely  one  (hip 
belonging  to  the  Swedes  woald  hive  efcaped.  The  attack  was 
begun  with  impetuoHty  from  behind,  in  order  to  force  the  paT- 
fage  that  had  been  blocked  Up»  which  was  likewife  fuccefsfolly 
accomplifhed.  A  (lighter  attack  wi^s  to  have  been  made  ii| 
front,  where,  as  the  Swedes  had  left  there  an  open  paflage^ 
they  would  have  been  cut  off  from  all  means  of  faving  thern-^ 
felves  by  (light.  The  latter  met  with  fome  impediments  th^ 
have  never  yet  been  fpeci(ied  or  explained* 

whom 
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vhom  fuch  admirals  and  vice-admirals  are  not 
comprifed  as  were  appointed  to  the  galley-haven, 
the  marine-cadet-corjjs,  or  as  general  pay-mafters/ 
general-commrffaTies  at  war,  &c. 

To  infcrt  the  regulation  of  Peter  I.  relating  to 
the  rank  and  pay  of.  the  admirals  and  officers, .  &c. 
of  hi»  fleet,  with  all  the  alterations  it  has  hitherto 
undergone,  would  only  fwell  our  pages  without 
being  of  any  utility,  A  few  fhort  notices  will 
amply  fuffice.     In  regard  to  rank : 

The  high  admiral  has  the  rank  and  pay  of  a 
general  field-marflial  in  the  army.  An  admiral 
has  thofe  of  a  general  in  chief.  A  vice-admiral 
thofe  of  a  lieutenant-general.  A  contre-admiral 
thofe  of  a  major-general. 

The  ^captains  in  the  navy  were  divided  by 
Peter  L  into  three  elafles:  to  thofe  of  the  firft 
clafe  he  gave  the  rank  of  colonel ;  to  thofe  of  the 
ftcond,  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel;  and  to 
thofe  of  the  third  clafs  that  of  major.  There 
were  ftili  the  captain-commanders,  to  whom  he 
affigned  the  rank  of  a  brigadien  At  prefent  we 
never  hear  of  a  captain  of  the  third  clafs ;  the 
rank  is  allotted  as  follows : 

Tlie  captain-commander  has  the  rank  of  a 
brigadier  in  the  army.  Tlie  captain  of  the  firft 
clafe  the  rank  of  a  colonel.  The  captain  of  the 
iecond  clafs  that  of  a  lieutenant-colonel.  The 
captain-lieutenant  that  of  a  premier-major.     The 

lieutc- 
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Seotenant  has  the  rank  of  a  captain  in  the  army, 
and  the  midfiiipman.  that  aS  a  licatenant 

The  firft  cs^tain  ibmctimes  gets  the  rank  of 
a  major-general,  ^thout  heing  therefore  nofed 
to  a  contre-admiral,  as  ivas  the  cafe  with  our 
Gonntryman  Mt.  Gihbs,  who  {lands  in  the  lifts 
a&  **  captain  of  the  fleet  \vith  the  rank  of  majoiw 
^  general,"^  with  fome  others,  as  Mehiiko^ 
Odintxo^  &a 

The  pay  of  the  gefncral-admiral  or  high  admiral 
per  annum  is  feven  thoufand  rubles.  That  of  an 
admiral  three  thoufand  fix  hundred;  a  vice>' 
admiral  two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixtj ;  a 
contre-admiral  one  thoufand  eight  hund3;ed ;  a 
Captain-commander  eight  hundred  a^d  forty;  a 
fieutenant  two  hundred^  and  a  midfhipman  one 
hundred  and  twenty  rubles.  —  It  is  here  to  be 
remarked,  that  the  officers  are  alfe-  allowed  den* 
fchiks*,  or  fervants,  namely,  a  lieutenant  two, 
and  the  refl  in  proportion.  Likewife  when  th^ 
are  at  fea  the  officers  are  allowed  table^monqr, 
viz.  in  the  Baltic  each  officer  monthly  feven  ru- 
bles, and  the  captain  fomewhat  more.     On  hug 

•  It  has  before  been  mentioned  that  thelt-fervants'  are  taken 
torn  the  recruits.  When  the  govenunent  is  a^rcheafi^  of 
burdeauig  toe  much  the  empire  by  fre^joent  and  nrnneroiis 
levies,  the  naval  officer  fometimes  muft  he  content  with  fiswer* 
and  even  with  no  dentfchiki  at  all. 

voyages 
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voyages  this  allowance  is  increafed  *.  —  Formerly 
every  captain  was  prefented  by  the  crown  with  a 
fervice  of  filvcr-piate ;  but  this  cuftom  has  been 
long  left  off. 

It  fcarcely  need  be  mentioned,  that  the  officers 
not  only  take  precedelice  according  to  their  rank, 
but  whenever  that  is  etjual,  it  is  fettled  by  feni- 
ority  f.  Thus,  for  inftance,  efpecially  on  board' 
of  large  ihtps  where  there  are  feveral  lieutenants 
together,  the  elder  may  give  orders  to  the 
younger.  —  A  captain-lieutenant  can  only  have 
the  command  of  a  frigate.  —  On  board  of  fliip 
th6  navy-officer  has  the  command  over  the  land- 
officer,  even  in  cafes  where  the  latter  is  of  higher 
rank  J. 

The  failors  are  divided  into  two  claffes:  to  the 
lirft  belong  the  experienced,  at  eighteen  rubles 
per  annum  each;  but  thofe  of  the  fecond  cla& 

•  In  the  Archipelago,  if  I  am  not  niflaken,  in  the  tnrkifli 
war  of  1770,  the  monthly  allowance  wis  twelve  rubles. 

t  He  that  is  older  in  the  fervice  cannot  without  affront  be 
ordered  by  a  younger,  but  when  they  come  together  the  latter 
mnft  refign  the  command  to  the  former. 

X  Some  ofEcers  of  the  army  unacquainted  with  this,  and 
vhat  is  more,  fome  officers  of  the  guards,  who  were  on  boArd 
the  galley-fleet  in  the  year  1789,  exprefTed  at  firil  great  ailo* 
niflxment  and  took  umbrage  at  it.  The  latter,  pardcularly, 
thought  that  nobody  but  the  emprefs  could  put  them  under 
arreH.  But  an  order  foon  came  from  court  that  taught  them 
better. 

VOL.  If,  .  t  have 
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have  only  twelve.  It  is,  however,  lately  afiirmedy 
that  tiie  tertial  *  of  eich  of  the  firft  clafs  is  only 
three  rubles  fixty  kopeeks,  and  that  thofe  of  the 
fecond  receive  no  more  than  two  rubles  fifty  ko- 
peeks, which  amounts  annually  for  the  fii-ft  to  ten 
rubles  thirty  kopeeks,  and  for  the  latter  to  fevea 
rubles  fifty  kopeeks  f-  Moreover,  they  are  fed 
while  at  fea  j  but  when  on  fhore  each  receives  his 
ordinary  provifion,  as  in  the  land  fervice. — The 
failors  are  not  left  without  hopes. of  promotion, 
as  the  feveral  offices  and  pofts  about  the  fliip  are 
conferred  upon  them  according  to  their  good  be- 
haviour. Any  one  who  knows  how  to  wite  has 
a  chance  of  being  advanced  to  be  ikipper,  in 
which  capacity  he  has  the  care  of  the  fails,  cord- 
age, &c.  and  at  the  fame  time  is  raifed  to  the 
rank  of  a  captain  in  the  army,  (but  never  higher, ) 
and  yet  remains  fkipper  as  before.  —  The  children 

*  InHead  of  quarterly  payments,  as  ufual  in  England,  all 
officers  and  placemen  in  RufTia,  whether  civil,  military,  naval» 
or  ecclefiafiical,  receive  their  pay  by  tertials,  that  is,  at  three 
dated  times  in  the  year. 

f  This  account  is  from  the  mouth  of  a  very  credible  naval 
officer ;  but,  as  it  has  been  advanced  by  fome  travellers,  that 
the  fjiilors  receive  fifteen  rubles  monthly,  it  muft  be  obferved, 
that  this  ought  not  to  be  Uftderftood  of  the  ordinary  pay ;  only 
fome  free  people,  who  came  and  offered  themfelves  to  fcrvc 
on  board  th<J  galley-fleet,  received  monthly  from  eigtit  to 
fifteen  rubles.^  Evcii  the  turkifh  prifoners,  who  were  in  Pe- 
ter/burg, tempted  by  this  great  pay,  offered  to  fcrve  in  the 
galley-fleet. 

of 
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^  the  failorsand  marines  are  kept  at  fchoolj  and 
at  length  promoted  to  fteerfmen,  with  which  they 
likewife  may  have  the  rank  <Jf  captain  in  the 
army,  but  .without,  therefore,  laying  down  the 
poft  of  a  fteerfman.  —  To  a  ihip  of  one  hundred 
guns  the  crew  is  ufually  reckoned  at  one  thou- 
i^^nd  men,  in  which  are  included  failors^  marines* 
(who  are  commonly  called  battalions,)  and^  the 
engineers  *.  But  the  crews  are  not  always  com- 
j^ete. 

The  harbours  for  the  fleet  have  been  already 
mentioned,  nothing  more  therefore  need  here  be 
laid  of  them.  -^  The  expence  attending  the  main* 
tenance  of  the  navy  was  formerly  eilimated  at 
about  a  million  two  hundred  thoufand  rubles :  in 
regard  to  which  we  are  to  confider  that  many 
articles  are  very  cheap  in  Ruffia,  and  that  the 
crews  are  paid  much  lefe  wages  than  in  other 
countries,  particularly  in  England.  At  prefent, 
as  a  greater  number  of  fleets  are  kept  up,  and  as 
they  confift  of  far  more  ihips  than  fonnerly,  the 
coft  rauft  be  exceedingly  increafcd. 

RulTia  had  formerly  no  more  than  two  dock- 
yards, thofe  of  Peterfburg  and  Archangel,  to 
which  have  latterly  been  added  thofe  of  Kherfon, 

*  The  fwediAi  officers  who  were  taken  prifoners  in  the  year 
1790,  conferred  that  the  ruffian  fleet  had  excellent  artillery* 
Their  own  fleet  was  in  want  of  artilleriils ;  and  therefore  their 
cannoA  did  far  lefs  injury  than  the  ruffian.       > 

T  2  Cron- 
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Cronftadt,  and  Taurida.  The  fliip-yard  at  Kher-' 
fon  was  abfolutely  neceflary  while  there  was  no 
better  place  at  which  to  build  fhips  for  the 
Euxine :  but  the  fituation  is  rather  inconvenient, 
not  only  bccaufe  timber  there  muft  be  procured  at 
a  very  high  piice,  but  alfo  chiefly  becaufc  large 
fliips  cannot  '\nthout  difficulty  be  brought  acrofe 
the  Liman ;  for  which  purpofe  they  muft  be  en- 
tirely unloaded  and  difmafted.  The  harbours  of 
Taurida  afford  far  more  commodious  places  for 
dock-yards. 

At  Peterfburg  and  Cronftadt  the  men  of  war 
are  conftrufted  of  oak,  tranfported  thither  from 
the  regions  of  Kazan  at  a  great  expence.  In- 
deed, in  feveral  diftri6ls  much  nearer  fmgle  oak- 
tre^  are  found;    in  Lettland  and  in  Efthonia, 

« 

particularly  in  the  circle  of  Hapfal,  even  oak- 
forefts,  but  they  are  fmall/  whereas  thofeiof  Kasan 
and  Voronetch  are  of  pretty  large  growth.  Ta«f 
Peter  I.  ordered  them  to  be  carefully  fpared  and 
encouraged  for  the  purpofes  of  ihip-building. 
Accordingly  forefters  were  appointed,  who  bad 
difcharged  foldiers  under  them :  but  thefe  people 
were  a  great  plague  to  the  inhabitants,  and  com- 
mitted all  manner  of  exceffes  amongft  them  * ; 

*  For  inflance,  tKty  ^hrew  oak-booghs  into  tlie  court-yards 
of  the  Tartars,  and  then  accvfed  them  of  hairing  cut  down 
oaks ;  or  bones  of  pork,  and  charged  them  wkk  havmg  kept 
iiogs»  which  ii  pj  ohibtced  by  the  mohamaedan  religioii>  iitc. 

for 
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far  vhicb  reafon  they  were  aboliHied  in  the  y^sM* 
1762*  However,  every  land-owner  i$  careful  pf 
^is  oakSy  as  he  can  always  get  a  good  price  for 
them*  In  Peterfburg  every  pood  of  oak-timber^ 
including  the  expence  of  traufport,  fells  for  iif- 
teen  to  twenty-five  kopeeks. 

At  Archangel  the  ihips  are  built  of  the  wood  of 
the  larch- tree f,  which  is  very  cheap;  a  quantity 
(uAicient  for  the  conilru6iion  of  a  ihip  of  ii^cty 
guns  cofts  there,  if  purchafed  with  integrity  and 
caution,  about  three  thoufand  rubles,  and  per* 
Jiaps  fotnewhat  more.  But  for  particular  parts  of 
the  veiTel  oak-timber  is  ufed,  which  is  alfo  brought 
thither  from  the  precinfb  of  Kazan  :|:. 

Though  oak-timber  is  fo  dear  at  Peterfburg, 
yet  twenty  yeai*s  ago  enough  for  a  ihip  of  eighty 

*  Bofchmgt  in  the  earlier  editions  of  his  Geography,  men- 
tions a  forefter  ftill  in  1770  in  the  diftrid  of  Kazan;  it  is 
pof&ble  that  there  might  be  one>  bat  the  office  was  aboliAied 
in  2762. 

f  Some  german  writers  are  of  opinion  that  if  the  larch  afford 
not  better  timber  than  the  oak,  it  is  at  leaft  as  good;  this  I 
leave  undecided,  bnt  I  doubt  it  rery  much.  At  times  the  fir  is 
ofed  with  the  larch  in  coniiderable  quantities. 

X  Mr.  Bafchlng,  in  the  laft  edition  of  Jiis  Geography^ 
commits  a  flight  miftake  in  faying  that  at  Archangel  the 
flups  are  bililt  of  the  oak-timber  grovring  there.  No  oaks 
at  all  grow  there,  as  I  have  been  uniformly  told  by  oiEcers 
belonging  to  the  yard,  as  well  as  by  our  worthy  country- 
man the  late  Mr.  Yeames^  who  was mafter-fhip-builder  there 
fer  many  years. 

T  3  guna 
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guns  might  be  had  for  only  about  ten  thoufancl 
rubles ;  and  the  fir-timber  for  a  light  veffel  (ketch, 
pink,  or  yacht)  capable  of  carrying  from  twenty 
to  thiity  cannons,  about  nine  hundred  rubles; 
However,  from  the  great  confumption  of  it  fince, 
wafte,  negleft,  and  other  caufes,  the  price  of  it 
now  is  greatly  raifed ;  Jlie  timbers  for  one  of  thefe 
light  veffels  can  perhaps  hardly  be  got  by  the 
crown  for  two  thoufand  rubles.  A  half-chebeck 
completely  finifhed  cofts  it  now  about  twelve 
thoufand ;  but  a  fliip  of  the  line  of  one  hundred 
guns  fully  equipped,  at  lead  one  hundred  thou- 
iFand  rubles*,  or  even  more^ 

It 

\ 

'  *  This,  however,  is  only  to  be  underflood  of  the  lafl  wa^: 
formerly  every  thing  was  much  cheaper,  as  the  crown  employed 
its  own  people  as  workmen ;  bat  fmce,  by  reafon  of  the  great 
increafe  of  bufmefs,  it  is  obliged  to  hire  Grangers,  wha,  ac- 
cording to  their  capacities,  receive  wages  unheard  of  at  the 
yards  there.  It  was  well  known  however,  and  the  empre6 
;]cjlew  it  herielf,  that  great  impofitipns  were  pra^ifcd  in  making 
the  contra£^s,  and  in  many  other  particulars.  It  was  this  th^t 
occafioned  admiral  iir  Charles  Knowles,  while  he  was  in  that 
country  to  tell  her  majcfty,  that  the  expence  and  wafte  wy 
Tuph,  that  if  her  whole  empire  was  made  of  wpod,  the  people 
at  the  yards  would  i^nd  means  to  confume  it  all  and  r\un  her 
exchequer  befidcs ;  adding,  that  he  would  engage  \o  fetch  all 
the  materi-ils  for  (hip- building  from  Ruffia,  pay  the  duties  upon 
them,  and  deliver  to  her  from  England  fhips  completely 
equipped  at  mufh  l?fs  coll  than  they  ilQod  her  in  at  her  own 
dock-yards.  —  Among  other  rumours  it  was  faid  that  a  certain 
^hanccry  had  formerly  given  in  a  report  that  the  ftorcs  in  the 
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It  has  been  more  than  once  obferved  by  former 
writers,  that  the  oak-timber  of  Ruffia  and  of  the 
north,  in  general,  is  not  fo  durable  as  in  other 
countries.  This  however  is  not  affented  to  by 
others,  who  affirm  that  probably  negligence  and 
want  of  attention,  in  concurrence  with  the  frefh 
water  of  the  Neva,  may  greatly'  contribute  to  a 
premature  corruption  * ;  for  they  aflert  it  to  be  a 
well-known  faft,  that  if  oak-timber  be  felled  with 
due  precaution  and  at  the  proper  feafon,  then  fet 


magazii^es  were  fpoilt;  having  received  the  wiAied-for  prder 
to  fell  them  all  to  the  public^  certain  perfons  of  that  office,  by 
means  of  their  confidents,  bought  all  the  beft  at  a  very  lovr 
price ;  then,  by  a  podrad  (contrail)  with  the  fanie  chancery, 
ftrock  a  bargain  for  iiew  deliveries,  and  fent  back  to  the  maga- 
zines the  very  materials  at  a  very  high  price  which  they  had 
declared  to  be  fpoilt.  -r-  Of  numberlefs  impofitions  of  the  fatne 
aature  Catharine  II.  had  too  much  figacicy  not  to  be  aware  ; 
but  ihe  did  not  know  rightly  how  to  help  herfelf ;  (he  coniidered 
them  a^  things  of  a  like  nature  have  been  confidered  in  other 
coontriesf  as  the  cheefe- parings  and  candle-ends  of  a  great 
buttery.  -—  Many  a  cable  and  many  an  ^nphqr  have  been  loi^ 
and  fapplied  in  the  firfl  port  after  leaving  Cfonftadt  in  a 
£iYOuring  breeze,  ^nd  m^ny  a  fi^it  of  f^ils  has  been  blown  away 
In  extremely  foe  weathey. 

•  They  think  particularly  that  fome  of  the  fault  may  lie  in 
the  choice  of  the  timber  and  in  the  working  it  up ;  the  latter 
is  dqne  perhaps  too  hallily  and  without  proper  infpeflion:  the 
former  being  delivered  by  podrad;^  the  feller  vcyy  eafily  find^ 
piesLDB  for  hood-winking  the  receiver,  It  has  not  uufr?quently 
iiappened  that  fliips  in^roediately  after  th^  launch  hav^  bee^ 
pfonoonced  onferviceable. 

.       T  4  to 
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to  dTy.i^  the  fhade  aiad  under  cover,  and  laftly 
laid  fi>r  a  time  in  iklt-water  to  foak,  it  acquires 
its  due  degree  of  durability.  The  admiralty  has 
not  been  inattentive  to  this  important  objeft,  by 
propofmg  a  premium  to  the  beft  literary  prodilc* 
tions  upon  it  ♦.  The  freih-^ water  f  cannot  pofTibly 
be  avoided  while  Cron^dt  is  the  only  lafe  and 
fpacious  harbour  for  the  fleet.  Were  JRo^ervyk 
in  Efthonia  put  into  a  proper  coridition  it  would 
1J0  longer  need  to  lie  in  frefli- water,  —  Some  think 
it  probable  that  at  Reval  §  a  better  harbour  than 
that  of  Cronftadt  might  be  had,  in  regard  to  the 
water,  if  only  half  the  money  were  to  be  laid  out 

*  Qne  of  thefe  was  obtained  by  paflor  GrniTroan  in  the  yeav 
1779  for  his  dijiTer^atioa  on  the  long  duration  of  fbip^tunber  i 
9n  which  fobjefl  he  pabliihed  a  larger  work  in  1 790. 

f  Admiral  Knowles  faid  that  the  frelh- water  of  the  Nen 
fras  leis  injurioua  to  the  (hips  than  a  number  of  faU-wat»r  tricki 
that  he  coold  mention- 

X  The  nnfurmonntable  obftacles  which  the  lato  emppefs 
met  with  in  the  profecution  of  this  grand  and  exponiive  an* 
dertaking,  made  her  refolve  on  abandoning  tjif  proje^  in 
fhc  year  1788. 

§  It  wsvs  rumoured  at  St.  Peterfburg  that  propofals  had  been 
inade  for  enlarging  the  harbour  at  Reyal,  Undoubtedly  it 
might  be  enlarged,  and  at  no  very  enormous  expenoe:  bat 
the  queftion  is,  whether  it  would  afford  a  proper  fecuriiy 
againft  ftorms.  There  is  pne  difficulty  at  Reyal  as  well  as  a| 
CronAadt,  that  the  Tea  in  the  fpring  is  rather  lace  in  being 
freed  from  ice.  This  prevents  the  ihips  from  running  out  early« 
Yhe  cftfc  p  yery  di^r^nt  at  Roggervyk, 
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Upon  it  that  has  been  expended  at  Roggarvyk.  — t- 
Perhaps  it  would  be  poffible  to  mak^  a  gop4  har-  ' 
bour  in  the  bay  towards  Vyborg. 

In  regard  to  the  ihip-yards  it  remains  to  ht 
mentioned,  that  the  ihips  at  Pet^riburg  and 
Archangel  are  built  in  docks,  and  th^rn  launched 
from  the  ftocks,  by  which  method  a  fliip  13  liable 
to  fufFer  great  damage  • ;  whereas  at  Cronfiadt, 
vhen  the  ihip  is  ready,  water  is  let  into  the  canal, 
and  it  floats  out  without  any  poffibtUty  of  hurt  — 
The  dock-yards  at  Archangel  are  not  in  the  town, 
but  at  five  vei*ils  diftance  from  it  on  an  ifland  in 
<the  Dvina,  uam^  Solombol  f,  pretty  large  and 
inhabited  by  people  that  belong  to  the  yards ;  but 
all  the  houfes  are  of  timber,  though  two  ftorios 
;higb,  oh  account  of  the  frequent  inundationa  to 
which  it  is»fubje6l  in  the  fpring.  Oppc^te  to  it, 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  dwell  the  pilots. 
Ships  that  are  ready,  and  yet  are  not  immediately 
ordered  to  fea,  as  it  would  be  impofBble  for  thean 
to  winter  in  the  river  on  account  of  the  current 
of  ice  at,  its  breaking  up,  are  conduced  thirty 
verfls  higher  up^  where  they  have  a  fort  of  har- 

*  This  happened  not  many  yean  finca  to  a  frigate  at  Azdi* 
Jiagtl,  aa  fte  w^$  laoacliing  (he  broke  her  back  and  then  beat 
|n  one  qf  her  bows  by  running  againft  the  pier>  (0  that  fhe  was 
obliged  to  andergo  a  thorough  repair. 

f  Btffching  calls  it  SolombaU  and  not  i|n  ifland«  bat  a  part  of 
the  town  of  ArQhi^^el«  Avery  trifling  error,  only j aft  worth 
ihis  notice. 

hour 
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hour  between  the  iflands  *.     There  is  a  kind  of 
fort  with  a  garrifon ;  but  without  that,  its  fitua* 
tion,  and  the  parts  adjacent,   and  the  nature  of 
the  channel,  render  it  fecure  enough  againft  any 
hoilile  attempts.     At  this  place  too  always  lie  a 
great  number,  of  tranfport-veffels,    for  carrying 
cannon,  ftores,  provifions,  &c.  to  the  njen  of  war, 
when  they  are  to  be  fitted  out  for  lea,  firom  the 
magazines  at  Archangel.     The  complete  equip- 
ment, however,  cannot  be  done  there,  nor  nearer 
than  feventy  verfts  from  Solombol,  in  the  diftrid 
whefe  the  light-shoufe  (lands,     To  that  place  the 
Ihip  muft  be  conduced  by  pilots,  becaufe  the  pro- 
per channel,  nqtwithftanding  the  breadth  of  the 
river,  is  extremely  narrow  and  abounds  in  ihoak ; 
and  there  is  particularly  a  large  fandrbank  which 
requires  very  nice  management.     AH  things  con- 
fidered  therefore  the  conftruftion  and  equipment 
of  men  of  war  are  here  attended  with  many  inconr 
veniences;  to  which  is  (till  to  be  added,  that  by 
the  inundations  which  occafionally  arife  on  the 
ifland  many  of  the  materials  and  (lores  ^e  earned 
away  and  loft,  or  great  damages  are  otherwifefuf- 
tained  by  the  crown  —  But  how  diflferent  from  all 
tliis  is  Cronftadt  f. 

Though  RuflTia  has  always  had  a  fleet  through- 
out the  prcfent  century,  yet  whether  from  want  of 

•  Probably  this  is  the  place  which  Bufchin  calb  LapominI;s|. 

t  Of  which  we  have  given  a  fufficicnt  defcription  alrcj^dy 
in  our  (a&  volume. 

opportunity 
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Opportunity  or  ^vant  of  management,  it  never  dif- 
played  its  force  and  confequence  under  any  of  the 
fonner  reigns*.  But  the  navy  under  Catha- 
rine II.  in  the  two  laft  wars  againft  the  Turks  and 
m  that  againft  the  Swedes,  manifefted  to  the 
H^orld  what  it  could  do,  and  with  what  brave  peo-^ 
pie  it  was  manned.  The  conceit  that  they  were 
not  trained  till  the  war  of  1770,  is  confuted  by 
the  tranfaftions  of  that  period.  For  the  nifTian 
fleet  did  not  then  gradually  learn  to  gain  a  battle^ 
but  fet  out  at  once  by  defeating  an  enemy  with  a 
faF  greater  number  of  fhips,  and  (hortly  afterwards 
annihilated  his  navy  f.  The  fleet  with  oars  was 
not  indeed  brought  out  in  the  former  of  the  two 
turkilh  wars,  and  yet  was  able  to  bid  defiance  to 
Sweden  in  regard  to  experienced  feanien, 

*  It  has  been  afRrme4  by  eye-witnefTes^  who  ferved  in  the 
jrzT  pf  Finland^  in  the  reign  of  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  that  the 
^lley- fleet  was  at  that  time  very  ina6live  againft  the  Swedes, 
Arequently  being  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  to  do,  retreating  fome- 
times  with  timidity,  and  cautiouHy  avoiding  all  poflibility  of 
poming  to  an  engagement;  till  general  Keith  bore  dowiy 
Stmongft  them  and  brought  them  into  order.  To  which  they 
^ded,  that  many  of  the  officers  betrayed  the  moft  confommate 
ignorance  in  maritime  aHairs. 

t  The  notion  that  foreign  officers  have  had  the  greater  (hare 
in  every  fignal  tranfadion  is  nothing  to  the  purpofe :  for  thef 
have  never  been  commanders  in  chief;  and  even  if  that  had  been 
the  cafe  they  could  have  done  but  little  if  the  fleet  were  in  bad 
condition.  As  they  were  navigating  feas  where  the  mffian  flag 
]iad  neyer  before  b^en  difplayed,  it  was  iurely  neceilary  to  pro* 
vide  themfelves  with  foreigi^  oificer|  who  were  acqaaintcd  wit^ 
^€^2  feas, 

1  As 
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.  As  the  emprefs,  even  in  the  midft  of  peace,  was 
always  building  new  fliips  of  war  at  various  places, 
which  only  waited  for  crcM^s  for  being  able  to  ap- 
]^r  at  fea,  fevera}  of  them  were  kept  ever  in  rea* 
dinefi  at  Archangel ;  and  a«,  bcfides,  two  navie* 
were  then  maintained,  of  the  Baltic  and  the  Euxr 
ine,  it  was  difficult  to  afcertain  the  precife  number 
of  all  the  men  of  war  from  private  accounts. 
Howevei,  Beaufort  *  gieatly  exaggerates  the  mat- 
ter, by  affirming  that  Ruffia,  in  the  year  1787, 
liad  a  marine  confiding  of  one  hundred  fliips  of 
t&tf  line.  Not  even  about  the  years  1790  and 
1791,  though  at  that  time  all  the  ihip-yards  were 
fully  employed,  could  flje  number  fo  many,  even 
ibould  we  take  into  t\m  account  the  large  frigata 
Vliich  might  aft  with  thofe  of  the  line,  for,  ac: 
cording  to  an  authentic  ftatement  made  by  feveral 
eye-witneffes,  there  lay  in  the  year  1791,  to  be 
ready  in  cafe  of  emergency,  not  far  from  Cronftadt 
thirty-two  ihips  of  the  line,  and  ten  large  frigates, 
which  were  capable  of  being  placed  in  the  line, 
vitfe  all  the  neceflary  tranfports  f,  and  a  row-fleet 
-cbnfifting  of  two  hundred  and  forty  gallies ;  all 
excellently  equipped  and  manned :  befides  feveral 
jnen  of  war  that  were  left  behind  unrigged  iu  the 
jfsuoi^  of  Cronftadt,  and  fome  entirely  new  at  Arch- 
ftng^l.     But  at  that  tim^  k  appeared  by  the  Fe- 

^  jbn  his  Grand  por€eieui!k  poKtiqac. 

•¥  Tht  Hamburg  gazettes  of  1791  fpeak  of  thirty  three  Ii<ie 
of  battfe  fhtps,  (among  them  &ve  of  one  hundred  gima)  fixtecn 
fi  igates>  aod.  twenty- four  cutters.  « 

•    terfbuig' 
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>uTg-ga^€tte,  that  in  the  laft  engagement  with 
the  Turks  July  31,  1 79 1-,  tliere  were  in  the  Eux^ 
Ine  (ixteen  Alps,  two  frigates,  two  bomb*ketches, 
one  repeating  tranfport,  one  fire-fhip,  and  feveii«> 
teen  cruizers.  At  the  fame  tiijfie  in  the  Archr{ie«' 
lago,  by  the  Hamburgh-gazette,  the  fufllan  fleet 
eonfifted  of  twelve  fhips,  which  it  is  well  known 
were  not  of  the  line  *. 

In  1795  the  fleet  fitted  out  at  Cronftadt  td 
CTuife  in  the  Baltic  confifted  of  fix  fliips  of  dnd 
hundred  guns ;  ten  of  feventy-four  guns,  three  o€ 
fixty-fix  gunSj  fix  frigates,  and  two  cutters*  Tha 
auxiliary  fleet  fent  to  England  by  the  emprefe  W^ 
compofed  of  four  fhips  of  feventy-four  guns,  eight 
of  fixty-fix  guns,  fix  frigates,  and  two  cutters. 

The  fl^te  of  the  ruflian  fleet  at  Sevaftopol  in  the 
fpring  of  1 796,  after  all  the  old  veflels  had  been 
condemned,  was  as  follows : 

1  fliip  of  90  guns         -         -          -    90 

1    80  -         -     ,  -        -     80 

3    74         ...         -    222 

6    64         ...         .    384 


1 1  fhips  of  the  line  '      776 

8  large  frigates  HGZ 


,19  Total     1,138  gun3 

•  What  figure  this  force,  accaflonted  to  encounter  the  fwedifh 
fleet,  would  have  made  againfl  that  which  the  cabinet  of  London 
tkreateiied  to  fend  into  the  Baltic^  mvA  be  now  left  entirely  to 
conjedlure, 

beiides 
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befides  thofe  on    the  flocks,    which    are   ilonf 
fiiiifhed. 

The  flotilla  at  Odifla,  or  Khogia-bay,  confifted 
altogether  of  twenty-five  very  large  and  fixty  vef- 
ibis  of  inferior  magnitude  to  be  ufed  as  tranfport^ 
veffels  for  conveying  the  troops. 

Thefe  veflels  are  fixty-four  to  feventy  feet  in 
length,  draw  fix  feet  water  when  loaded,  and  carry 
one  very  large  cannon.  They  are  rigged  with  a 
lattin  fail  and  jib,  and  are  provided  with  twenty- 
four  oars ;  befides  thefe,  there  are  in  thefe  ports  a 
great  number  of  other  tranfports,  bomb*ketches, 
ichooners,  brigs,  &c. 


VIEW 


VIEW 
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BOOK    VII. 

REVENUES    OP   THE   EMPIRE. 

It  is  no  wonder  if  foreigners  entertain  niiftaken 
notions  of  the  revenues  of  Ruffia,  fince  in  the 
Country  itfelf  they  are  not  to  be  accurately  afcer- 
tainedy  not  even  in  the  office  of  the  treafurer-ge- 
neral*.  Becaufe  the  fums  which  are  there 
brought  to  account  are  only  a  part,  though  a 
very  confiderable  part  of  them. 

The  empire  has  fources  which  though  extremely 
productive  do  not  properly  come  under  the  head 
of  the  ftated  revenue,  but  principally  belong  to 
proprietary  eftablilhments.  For,  1.  the  nett  in- 
comes flow  into  various  places  and  departments, 

*  Nor  was  any  imperial  high-treafurer  appointed ;  the  gene^ 
raI-prociurear>  prince  Vafemiky«  alwa^  executed  that  office. 

where 
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where  they  cannot  be  accurately  eftimated :  fome 
dire6Wy  into  the  emprefs's  own  privy  purfe ;  for 
inftance,  the  profits  arifing  from  the  filver-mines 
of  Kolhyvan  and  Nertfchinfk,  which  belong  to 
the  crown ;  others  go  to  the  college  of  war,  others 
again  to  the  medical  college,  &c.  2.  Many  par- 
ticular incomes  (Or  which  are  properly  regarded 
as  fuch)  are  afligned  in  perpetuity  inftead  of  pay, 
therefore  in  fome  meafure  cannot  be  calculated,  as 
not  being  carried  to  account  not  even  in  the  high- 
treafurer's  office ;  for  inftance,  the  beneficial  fiihery 
of  the  river  Ural  granted  to  the  Ural  Kozaks*  3. 
Some  confift  in  deliveries  in  kind,  which  are  either 
not  valued  at  all  or  Q^iarged  at  a  very,  low  price. 
Of  this  fort  are;  the  arende-corn*  of  the  crown- 
lands,  and  the  rations  of  corn  and  hay  from  aU 
private  and  public  eftates ;  the  latter  is,  indeed, 
compenfated  by  the  poll-tax  f,  but  the  crown  has 
Bcverthelels  confiderable  profit  out  of  it.  4.  Many 

*  Arendator,  or  arrendator>  in  Livonia,  Efthooia,  Sec.  is  a 
farmer  of  the  fitrms,  that  ts,  he  contra£is  with  the  crown  for  the 
rent^  of  the  farms ;  crown-arendator  is  one  who  rents  an  dbrte 
belofiging  Co  the  crown.  By  the  term  arende  is  implied  both 
&e  eftate  that  is  let  ont  and  the  fam  for  which  it  is  let.  Arende* 
com  is  corn  paid  as  rent  by  admodiation. 

+  The  occupier  receives  of  the  crown  in  the  compeniktioa  Ibr 
a  chetvcrt  of  rye,  which  in  1789  was  worth  more  than  eight 
fables,  only  two  rubles,  and  maft  befides  carry  it  fometimes  one 
hondred  and  twenty  or  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  to  Riga. 
How  mteh  woald  it  coft  the  crown  if  it  had  to  boy  up  the  rye 
in  the  Oountry,  and  oosvey  k  thither  ijy  hired  o«rtcrs  ? 

4  provinces 
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pfovlabes  and  diftri6fa,  in  lieu  of  all  or  fome  pub* 
fie  taxes,  perform  certain  fervices,  which  are  never 
calculated  among  the  revenues,  but,  by  thofe  who 
would  give  the  real  amount  of*  them,  muft  necel* 
farily  be  confidered  as  equivalent  to  money. 
Thus,  all  the  D6n-kozaks>  with  the  various  diff 
tinft  branches  of  them,  befides  other. immunities 
granted  them,  pay  no  public  impofts  whatever^ 
but  in  return  perform  military  fcrvice.  The  Tep* 
terey,  confifting  of  Tartars,  Tfchuvafches,  and 
Tfi±cremiffes,  who  in  the  province  of  Ufa  are 
numbt^red  at  upwards  of  thirty  thoufand  heads, 
pay  but  a  very  trifling  capitation  tax  ;  then  they 
are  in  coniideration.of  th^t,  obliged  to  fiirnifh  the 
crown  with  carriages  for  the  tranlport  of  the  rock- 
lalt  of  Iletzk  *.     At  the  mines  of  Kolhyvano* 

m 

voikrefehfk  forty-eight  thoufand  crown-boors  ex- 
ecute  certain  works  inftead  of  their  poll-tax ;  but 
neither  their  labour  nor  their  head-money  can  be 
entered  in  the  accounts  of  the  high-treafurer's 
office  as  incomings.  5.  Some  tribes  pay  their 
tribute,  at  leaft  partly,  in  furs  or  in  hides.  Thefe 
latter  are  for  the  army-confumption,  and  therefore 
cannot  be  entered  in  any  money-account  6. 
Many  incomings  are  fubjed  to  great  fluduations, 
fuch  as  the  duties,  the  produce  of  the  mines,  &c. 
7.  With  fome  others,  after  deducing  the  cofts  and 
charges^  which  properly  come  under  the  head  of 


.» 


♦  Pilla«,  travelt,  toin.  i.  p.  1 7. 

VOL.  II,  u  :      expenditure, 
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expenditure,  the  bare  profit  is  received,  as  at  parti* 
tular  mine-works,  the  copper  coinage,  &a  but  irith 
others  again  QOt :  accordingly  great  uncertnnty 
mull  arife  in  the  calculation.  8.  Certain  produ£fai 
which  the  crown  receives  from  its  domains^  as^ 
marble  and  precious  fiones ;  alfo  certain  wroughf 
goods  for  the  army  and  navy,  as,  cannon-balls 
from  the  mineries,  are  not  dafled  among  the  ar^ 
ticles  of  income,  tliough  they  certainly  are  of  that 
nature.  9.  Confiderable  favings,  which  in  other 
countries  cannot  be  made,  ought  to  be  regarded 
as  income,  for  example,  the  low  pay  of  the  foldiers 
and  failors,  with  many  other  things  and  peculiar 
'  rities  of  the  fame  kind,  that,  to  avoid  prolixity^ 
nauft  be  omitted*;  which,  however,  ihould  be 
brought  into  account,  or  we  (hall  be  continually 
liable  to  miftake :  and  even  could'  we  get  fight  of 
iU  the  accounts  of  the  treafury,  tlie  mere  in- 
lpe6tian  of  the  money  paid  in  would  iiever  put  u^ 
in  condition  to  draw  a  comparifon  behv^een  the 
real  revenues  of  Ruflia  and  thofe  of  other  king* 
doms. 

We  need  not,  therefore,  be  fujprized  diat  fo- 
reign writers  have  eftimated  the  ruffian  Revenues 
either  very  erroneoufly,  or  extremely  different  ont 

*  Thus  only  to  bring  one  e»imple»  in  the  rnffiate  army  thete 

k  n»  camp-bakcFy :  -tvcry  foldier^  U  Jiis  pwn  biker.^    4  ^^ 

which  he  digs  in  the  earth,  having  covered  the  bottom  vritk  a. 

ruih'  mat*  ferves  him  firft  for  a  koeadiDg-tiQagh,  and  then  for 

hh  oven. 

5  ffom. 
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from  another,  and.  tbo-t  we  are  to  place  no  con^T 
dence  in  their  Aatements.  Some  eftimate  t)ieii| 
at  not  more  than  ten  millions,  while  otl^q'S  foj: 
the  year  1788  make  them  amount  to  eighteeq; 
Mr.  Bufching  proceeds  with  great  Q^utiou:  hf 
fpecifies  the  iburces  aiid  the  brax^che^  of  the  re^ 
venue ;  but,  in  the  formijr  editjQA^  ^f  his  (Jep* 
'graphy,  he  {late$  them  hi  the  yev  \  77Q  to  hay* 
been  only  iixteeH,  and  in  the  lat^  editions  he  fetf 
them  down  at  twentyrfoqr  millioiis.  Thi$  lattej" 
ftatement  he  fupports  oq  a  very  f5jllaciou8  hypo* 
tjbeiis;  he  fays,  becaufe  the  national  revenue 
during  the  reigti  of  the  empjrefa  Elizai/^ 
^mounted  to  ten  minions  *,  and  thi^  empre&  Ca« 
tharine  II.  in  the  preamble  to  her  ukafe  coocemf 
ing  the  injperial  lombard  of  the  year  1 786,  declares 
that  without  burdening  the  peoplfi  it  is  at  prelent 
more  than  twice  ^  much  as  M^ien  ihe  afcendcd 
the  throne  f  ,  .h.e  t^ipks  hjmfelf  avthpri&d  tq  let  ifi 

down 

*  How  woaM  k  be  poi^ble  to  aimit  this  ftatement  as  ac* 
jcorate  ?  the  maintenance  of  the  army  and  navy  alone  woul^ 
/eqnire  the  whole  of  it,  without  jneationkg  the  other  .gi^t 
national  expences.  -—  Frederic  IL  in  his  poflhtnnqas  ^works. 
torn.  i.  p.  S7f  e^imates  «the  revenoe  of  Ruflia,  iSo  early  as  the 
^eiga  of  the  emprefs  Anna,  at  between  fourteen  and  fifteen  miji^ 
Hons;  which  fum  may  be  corre^l^  by  taking  into  aecpunt  only 
±he  fpecie  that  flowed  into  the  imperial  coffers;  bot  afterward^ 
^t  is  weU  •known  to  have  been  greatly  increafed:  hpw  the^ 
icoidd  it  have  cpnfifted  of  no  mpre  than  teiiJiDiUUona  ift  ,the  m^^ 
iofElizlbctli  ?  r 

t  This  the  csnpreis  dcckna  ixprefalyi  hat.vkhoBt  afce^ 
4|in])t.g  how  Si9ch  the  revenue  amounted  to  on  her  acc^pa 

P  3  » 


S^fi  REVENUES   OF   THE   EMPIRE. 

down  at  twenty-four  millions  *.  But,  as  we  havf 
already  feen,^the  opinion,  that  in  the  firft  quarter 
of  the  eighteenth  century  it  was  only  at  nine  mil- 
lions is  erroneous,  therefore  neither  can  the  adduced 
ten  millions  be  properly  ufedas  a  ftandard.  — 
The  Gotha-calendar  of  1790  comes  fomewhat 
hearer  the  mark  by  ftating  the  revenue  at  about 
thirty-five  millions.  The  like  fum  has  been 
iadopted  by  the  author  of  the  ftatiftic  Survey,  at 
the  fame  time  making  the  juft  remark,  that  there 
■aire  ftill  extraordinary  f  revenues  confifting  of  the 
^atuitous  performance  of  fervices  and  delivery  of 
produfts ;  that  thefe  are  not  included  in  the  above 
turn,  and  that  ten  millions  in  Ruffia  will  go  much 
ferther  than  thirty  of  equal  value  would  in  France. 
-^  Mr*  Coxe  is  far  more  accurate  than  all  thofe 
^authors,  in  eftimating  the  national  revenue  of 
Huffiaat  41,830,910  rubles,  though  even  this  fum 
does  not  reach  to  the  full  amount ;{:. 

Under 


I*. 


to  the  throtle.    On  this  latter  point  the  llatiftical  problem 
tnrns.  ^ 

*  It  almoft  Teems  as  if  Mr.  Bafching.even  had  fome  fcrople 
in  eftimating  the  fum  fo  high. 

f  Not  for  the  fake  of  cavilling  about  words,  bat  for  folid 
rtifons»  the  expreffion  here  feems  not  to  be  quite  adequate.* 

X  He  adds,  however,  *'  But  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how 
*<  the  emprefs  is  able  to  maintain  the  magnificence  of  her  court ; 
■f  the  number  of  public  inlHtutionsf  the  numerous  buildings 

"  wbioh 
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•  Under  fome  few  of  the  former  fovereigns  it  is 
not  impoffible  that  the  whole  revenue  Should  hav(^ 
confided  of  no  more  than  nine  or  ten  millions,  as 
it  was  not  only  fufficient  for  all  the  ordinaiy  ex- 
penditure, but  Peter  I.  Anna,  and .  Elizabeth  car- 
ried on  expenfive  wars  without  incurring  any  na* 
tional  debt,  and  at  the  fame  time  executed  ^  great 
public  works  whioH  coft  immenfe  fums,  of  whiqh 
"we  need  only  mention  the  Ladoga-Canal  and  thq 
docks  and  canals  at  Cronftadt  —  But  Catha-» 
rine  11.  executed  infinitely  more  cofily  under- 
takings, to  which  enonnous  fums  were  employed. 
What  muft  have  been  her  difturfements  on  ac- 
count of  wars,  coloniils,  fumptuous  buildings,  the 
ereftion  of  new  and  the  embellishment  of  ol4 
towns,  in  monuments,  ferainaries  of  -education 
extended  and  increafed,  loan-banks,  the  falaries  in 
the  viceroyalties,  donations  of  various  kinds,  aud 
a  thoufand  other  particnlars.  Hence  we  may 
conclude,  that  the  revenue  foi-  her  eftablifliments 
muft  have  been  far  greater  th^n  formerly,  or  as 
the  emprefs  exprefled  it  herfelf,  more  than  twicje 


*'  wJiicli  are  continaally  ereding  at  her  expence  (') ;  thi 
'*  liberality  with  which  (he  encourages  the  arts  and  fciencess 
'*  the  pofchafes  which  (he  is  coacmaa]Iy  making  in  every  coikw 
*'  try  in  Europe,  and  the  immenfe  donations  which  fhc  Confer^ 
^"  upon  the  mo&  favoured  of  her  fubjeds."  Travels,  vol.  iii^ 
p.  347.  Svo.  edit. 


(*}  In  time  of  peace  her  majefty  allots  atleaft  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 

■ 

fer  annum  (ox  tht  purpofcs  of  building.  ^ 

V  3  as 
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is  much.     Indeed  flie  femitted  a  great  laaiiy 
iuti*s  or  ta^en,  forty*feven  of  them  at  one  time 
by  an  ukafe  of  March  17,  1775,  and  afterwards 
ten  more  by  an  likafe  of  June  28,  1777,  confift- 
iiig  not  of  trifles,  though  eren  a  fmall  impoft, 
when  paid  by  numerous  fubje^^s  of  a  large  empire, 
tmounts  to  a  considerable  fum ;  but  fevei-al  were 
6f  confequence,  for  inftance,  the  tenths  of  all 
Itaines  belonging  to  the  fubje^ls,  together  with  the 
tftxes  on  the  forges,  &c. ;  flie  likewife  aboliffied 
many  of  the  antient  farms,  fuch  as,-  that  of  the 
capture  of  fea-dogs  on  the  Baikal,  and  even  fome 
of  the  monopolies  enjoyed  by  the  crown,  for  fuch 
were  formerly  among  others  certain  articles  of  the 
commerce  with  China  which  were  referved  en* 
tirely  for  the  caravans  of  the  crown,  particulariy 
ill  forts  of  fine  furs,  but  this  entirely  ceafcd  by  im- 
perial command,  and  the  trade  was  laid  open. 
Yet  on  the  other  hand  the  imperial  treafury  was 
fa  gainer ;  for,  only  to  particularise  in  Ibme  in- 
fttmces,  the  finances  were  increafed,   1.  from  the 
acquifitions  and  conquefts ;  2.  by  the  great  ex  ten- 
ftrm  and  encouragement  of  commerce ;    3.  by 
curtailing  the  eftates  belonging  to  the  bifliops, 
the  monafteries^  and  the  churches,  whereby  the 
crown  not  only  got  a  great  number  of  boorsj  with 
large  tracts  of  arable  land  and  forefts,  but  other 
lucrative  matters,  as,  the  falt-works  near  Irkutik, 
which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Votkrefenfkian- 
monaftery,  and  certain  merchants  of ^  tli'<i  place ; 

4.  by 


4.  by  mfing  the  obrok  ;..5.  by  rendering  the  poli- 
ty more  general,  which  mull  now  be  paid  by  the 
pfQTinces  of  the  B^ltiC)  of  Little  R\iffi£^  and  the- 
aatient  flobodes^  which  were  fonnerly  exempt; 
6.  by  the  new  duties,  in  all  of  whijQh  a  ^ery  con.^ 
fideraWe  .difference  was  obferved;  thus,,  for  ex-» 
9^1e,  at  Iteval  in  17^8,  they  amoun fed  pnly  to^ 
17,163   rubles   34 1   kopeeks,   but    in    1787    ta 
\90,19^  rubles  56  i  kc^eeks;  7-  by  better  jpgula- 
tion  at  the  jtaines ;  thus  Ave: learn  from  an  authen-* 
tic  ftatement,  that  from  the'  mines  qf  Kolhy  van  in. 
1760  .only  264  p6od  of  filver .  eontaini^g.  ei^t 
pood '  of  pure  gold  were    fent    to    Peteriburg ;: 
whereas  in  1779  there  came  809:  pood  cohtaining 
twenty^four  pood  of  pure. gold;  8.  by  cefonna  in 
vegard  to  other  impofts^  &e. 
.  It  would  be  mere  oftentation  to  pretend  here  tior 
give  a  ftri6lly  accurate  or  even  a  fatis^^ory  fiateji 
snent  of  the  national  revenue  * ;  but  we  will  ftate 
it  more  precjfely  than  has  hitherto  been  done  by 
any  foreigner :  not  indeed  from  archival  f  accounts^ 

nor 

•  Thus  the  treafurer,  as  the  prefent*  Tcceivcr,  in  many 
provinces,  has  no  fight  to  force  the  people  to  pay  their 
poll-tax  in  one  entire  fom,  or  to  deliver  it  at  ftated  times,  but 
muil  receive  it  in  whatever  portions  and  at  whatever  times  it  & 
)>n3iight.  -  ' 

t  No  private  perfon  can  expcft  to'  get  Aimmary  extracts 

from  aH  the  chancci^es  tTiat  tcep  account  of  receipts,  or  from 

the  trcafurer's  office.    In  many  of  the  chanceries*  though  not 

in' all,  a  great  myflery  is  made  of  matters  which  every  body 

!A  V4  "*    mighr 
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nor  yet  in  hypothetical  and  conjedural  numbers, 
but  from  incontrovertible  fa&s,  as  delivered  by 
perfons  of  undoubted  veracity  on  the  fpot  Thf 
totals  will  be  found  in  fome  cafes  to  refute  pjre- 
conceived  opinions,  and  in  others  to  exceed  ex* 
pe^lation.  —  It  will  be  neceffary,  firft,  to  inquire 
from  what  fources  the  revenues  flow.  Thefe 
are: 

1.  The  HEAD-MONEY,  to  which  the  burghers,^ 
(but  not  merchants, )  the  odnodvortzi,  all  ruffian' 
boors,  and  various  other  tribes  are  fubjed,  and 
from  which  many,  as  the  Kozaks  of  the  Don,  &c« 
are  exempt  It  is  paid  only  by  male  heads^  in» 
eluding  babes  and  old  men.  The  numbers  found 
at  on6  revifion  remain  unaltered  till  the  next,  and 
muft  be  paid  by  the  community  for  thofe  who  in 
the  interim  die,  elope,  fell  into  poverty,  are  taken 
as  recruits,  &c.  The  amount  of  the  tax  is  various 
according  to  ftation  and  country.  For  every  male 
head  it  is  commonly  per  annum  for  burghers  one 


•- 

might  know  without  danger.  Sometimes  we  meet  with  per* 
fons  who  communicate  very  good  accounts,  but  not  one  who  wiH 
fell  anything  of  his  own  chancery :  whether  from  a  conficie^ 
tiqus  regard  of  their  oath,  or  ff  om  the  apprehenfion  of  cevSaiCt 
or  from  being  acquainted  with  certain  maxims.  The  chief  of  ^ 
department  is  generally  the  moft  communicative ;  and  a  great 
number  of  particulars  arc  moA  eafily  learnt  by  judicioafly 
leading  the  convcrfation.  Therefore,  if  we  camsot  product 
,  authentic  lifts,  wc  can  deliver  many  things  on  uSdxoottj 
equally  yalid. 

ruble 
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ruble  twenty  kopeeks^  for  odnodvortsi  one  riibl^ 
and  fbr  all  ptivate-boors^  and  ifbr  many  of  thofe  be- 
k>nging  to  the  crown  fev^nty  kopeeks.  All  are 
oUiged  to  every  ruble  to  make  an  addition  of  two 
kopeeks.  But  numbers  who  are  either  real  boors, 
or  are  confidered  as  fuch,  pay  far,  more ;  for  in* 
fiance  thofe  of  the  former  ildbode  government  of 
the  Ukraine^  according  to  the  nature  of  their 
trade  and  immunities,  pay,  fome  a  hundred  and 
twenty,  fonie  a  hundred,  feme  feventy  kopeeks; 
thofe  of  Ingria  a  hundred  and  fifty,  but  thofe 
at  the  mine- works  a  hundred  and  feventy  ko-* 
peeks';  and  if  I  rightly  unde^ftand  one  account, 
the  agricultural-boors  even  two  rubles.  The 
boors  allotted  to  |,he  court-chancery,  in  the  go« 
vemment  of  Perme,  are  obliged  to  pay  ftill  more, 
namely  2i  rubles,  which  fince  178S  has  been 
increaied  by  an  additional  ruble.  (One  might  be 
almoll  led  to  imagine,  that  the  head-money  is 
here  confounded  with  the  obrok.)  The  common 
free  people  of  Livonia  and  Eilhonia,  who  are  not 
burghers,  pay  hkewife  only  feventy  kopeeks.  — > 
Now,  it  is  calculated  that  there  are  greatly  above 
ekven  millions  of  boors^  and,  including  the 
burghers  and  odnodvortzi,  upwards  of  twelve  mil* 
lions  of  taxable  perfons.  If  we .  average  thctm  at 
feventy-twQ  kopeeks,  it  will^be  found  to  yield  a 
large  fum,  though  many  of  them  pay  their  capi- 
tation-tax in  fervices  or  labours  inftead  of  money. 
Uoweveri  the  crown  fufFers  many  loffes  by  the 

running 
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nsnniBg  up  of  a^retfs,  titough  aU  pofGUfe.  »Hevm«: 
tioss  axe  roaik  to  the  people  in  tlie  oeiUe^ing  of 
the  tax.  Yet  there  are  diflrids^  jijaiy  yfholc  govern*, 
ments,  where  arreafs  axe  utterly,  unknown  *,  bub 
this  will  oat  properly  apply  to  all  pkuies* :~  That 
Biany  provmces  -  and  people  who  now  pay  the 
irapitation-tax  were  formerly  exempt  from:  it  haa. 
been  already  obferved.  Whether  the  ];afnotfchinta 
are  ilill  free  from  it  dttaot  here  be  determined^ 
But  fome  tribes  inflead  of  this  tax  pay  a  tribute 
in  furs.  —  Formerly  the  head-mouey  was  fent  tot 
the  college  of  war  for  the  fupport  of  die  army; 
fame  alteration  has  probably .  of  late  been  intro-; 
duced,  and  a  part  ^of  it  is  employed  otherwife^  aa 
the  amount  is  now  much  higher  than  it  \vas  a€ 
that  time. 

2,   The    TAX    TJ^ON     THE    Cil.PlTAL    OP   «ER- 

CHAKTSy  or,  as  it  is  fometimes  called,  the  per* 
centage.  It  was  firft  introduced  into  the  pro^ 
vinces  of  the  Baltic  in  the  year  1783.  The 
merchant  gives  up  the  iiatement  of  his  cajutal 
without  compulfion  or  judicial  examination,  ai 
his  own  difcretion :  but  according  to  the  amount 
of  it  his  pi vileges  and  immunities  in  regard  to 
commerce,  to  offices,  and  outward  confideration^ 
are  regulated*     Every  one  pays  yearly  one  per 

• 

*  In  thb  nomber  there  maty  be  camprehended  people  4aj 
natioBs  who  pay  fome  kind  of  tribute,  .<»r  ptrfbrm  fervice  for 
it:  fome  pay  only  one  Yable. 

cent 


N 

Cent  ih  rrtutn  fcfr  which  lie  ftndr  his  children  are 
exempt  from  the  poLUtax:  <Ndi)e  can  be^mer-* 
ehant  unlefi  he  Arates  hhnfelf  t^  have  a  capital  of 
five  hundred  rubles ;  but  there  are  m^ny  of  them 
who  infcribe  them^vtes  at  fifty  thoufand^  and 
even  a  great  deal  more,  and  confequently  pay 
manually  froad^  five  hundred  |o  one  thouikad 
rubles. 

5.  The  i)0]if AiK*LAKS>i,   the   incofne   arifing 
fiiom  whidbi  ithiEui  already  been  motioned,  is  veiy 
various ;  fome  pay  arende-tnoney ; .or  with  it,  a5 
m  Livonia,  likevfnfd  hlitural  produfis,  ^Sptci$ily 
com,  which  muft  b?  dealt  out  to  the  troops,  or 
dehvered  into  the  crown-magacines.    They  priu* 
cipally  confift  m  obrok,  that  is^  a  money^ta:^^ 
which  the  crown4>oorsy  as  well  as  the  agricultural 
booits  now  belonging  to  it,  {ulile&,  as  in  Iiivonifly 
they  perfoHn  foecage  fervice, )  are  oblige  to  pay 
yearly  for  each  male  head.     In  virtue  of  th« 
ukaies  of  January  20,   176*5,  and  November  J, 
3768,  they  pcaid,    ''  befides  the  cuftomary  fevea 
grievtiiks,  (i.  e«  tevtnty  ki^teeks^ )  pollrtax  for 
e^dx  and  fmgular  foul  of  the  male  fex,  4iccord- 
*^  jng  to  the  nttmbers  taken  at  the  lail  revifion, 
f^  a  dQ(y  (i.  e.  tax  or  obrok)  aniiually  of  two 
''  rubles. ''    £iit,  «i  the  3d  of  May  1 783  an  order 
was  pubtifteid,  that  ^^  on.aU  imperial,  court,  and 
'^  agrictiltural  boors,  as  well  as  on  the  odnod** 
^^  vortai  tfikd    other  fettlers,  which  are  at  tli^ 
**  difpa&l  of  the  aecofiomy^dux^ors,  in  lieu  of 

the 
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"  the  former  two  rubles,  the  duty  henceforward 
**  fliall  be  railed  to  three  rubles  for  each  male 
**  foul,  and  the  addition  of  two  kopeeks  on  eveiy 
*^  ruble."  Some  accounts  enumerate  upwards  of 
4f  millions  of  crown  and  oeconomy^boors,  and 
upwards  of  feven  hundred  thoufand  odnodvartzi.- 
The  fum,  therefore,  arifing  from  the  .  obrpk  may 
be  eafily  calculated.  It  muft  not,  however,  be 
forgotten,  that  crown-boors  are  at  times  eman- 
cipated, or  their  duties  afligned  to.  the  falaryof 
governors,  &c. 

4.  The  SEA-DUTIES,  which  indeed  depend  on 
circumftances,  and  are  liable  to  flud;uations,  but 
are  at  prefent  very  confiderable ;  whereof  the 
three  following  fea-poits  alone,  by  -  authentic 
fummary  accounts  received  from  them,  may  ferve 
as  a  proof.  At  Riga  the  duties  paid  in  1773 
Amounted  to  541,509  rubles  22{  kopeeks ;  but  in 
the  year  1786  they  brought  in  748,287  ruWcs  l^i 
kopeeks.  —  At*  Reval  the  xaifed  duties  produced 
in  the  year  1768  only  17, 163  rubles  34 f  kopeeks; 
in  1787  they  came  to  190, 198  rabies  56i  kopeeks, 
likewife  one  hundred  alberts-dollars  and  771  ko- 
peeks; in  1788  the  duties  were  167,236  rubles 
thirteen  kopeeks;  but  in  the  year  1789,  even 
342,079  rubles  36  J  kopeeks ;  in  which  of  the  laft- 
mentioned  year  were  not  comprifed  the  eighty- 
feven  rubles  331  kopeeks  that  came  into  the 
amojena  (cuftom-houfe)  as  confifcatiopi-mQney, 
nor  the  6688  rubles  5ii  kopeeks  that  were,  raif^ 

.^  .  Sot 
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for  the  fupport  of  the  fchools  and  Ae  wharfs.  — 
At  Peterlburg  and  Cronftadt,  which  two  ports  are 
to  be  cenfidered  only  as  one,  being  both  under 
one  cuflom-houfe^  the  duties  paid  in  1787  were 
almofi  four  millions,  namely,  3,910,006  rubles 
17^  kopeeks;  whereas  in  the  year  1788  upwards 
of  foiu:  millions,  viz,  4,035,743  rubles  82  J  ko- 
peeks. In  the  nine  years  from  1771  to  1780 
exclufive,  the  comings-in  at  that  cuilom-houfe, 
in  doUitrs  and  ruilian  money,  were  16,642,205 
rubles  32 i  kopeeks;  but  in  the  fucceeding  nine 
years,. namely  from  1780  to  1789  exclufive,  they 
were  28,023,482  rubles  45 i  kopeeks;  confe- 
quently,  the  latter  nine  years  yielded  a  furplus  of 
more  than  eleven  millions.  But,  as  the  fuperin- 
tendant  Schemakin .  had  farmed  the  Peterfburg 
duties,  the  fum  paid  by  him  for  the  contra^  for 
nine  years  was  only  13,655,257  rubles  twelve 
kopeeks;  accordingly  the  prefent  duties  in  the 
laft  nin6  years  againft  the  contra6l  produce  a 
difFeraice  of  more  than  fourteen  millions.  As 
the  duties  of  only  three  fea-ports  are  here  Hated, 
it  is  eafily  conceivable  that  of  the  whole  empire  it 
muil  amount  annually  to  a  very  large  fum ;  for 
here  no  notice  is  taken  of  the  other  ports  of  the 
Baltic,  and  not  one  of  thofe  of  the  other  feas  has 
been  mentioned.  Bufching  has  not  fpecified  the 
amount,  only  faying  that  a  commiffion  in  tha 
year  1764  found  the  duties  at  all  the  feaports  and 
frontier-towns  to  be  three  millions.  Thofe  ad- 
duced 
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dttced  of  three  feaperts  ibew  that  thttfe  fluMIJ^ 
millions  form  no  adequate  ftandard  for  a  calcula* 
tion  of  the  whole  at  prefect 

5.  The  LAND-TOLLS,  which,  though  not  fo  COO';* 

fiderable  as  the  laft-:menttOQed  duties,  are  yet  bjr 
nc^  means  totally  infignificant ;  if  we  only  confider 
the  vicinity,  and  the  trade  by  land  with  Courland, 
Poland,  Turkey,  China,  Bukharia,  the  Kirghifes^ 
and  other  tribes.  The  prenburg-trade  produced^ 
as  we  already  learn  from  Bufching's  geo^phy^ 
in  the  year  1751,  tolls  to  the  amount  of  95,123 
rubles.  But  from  the  trade  with  China  the  tolb 
at  Kiachta  on  exports  and  imports  in  1 770  wae 
if 50, 000  rubles;  and  in  the  two  following  year^ 
sot  much  lefs  *.  A  trade  with  Chin^  is  likewift 
.canied  on  at  another  place,  viz.  OldrZuruchaitu, 
where  the  feveral  tolls  brought  in  only  fiv?  hun^ 
iired  rubles  f  . 

6.  The  duties  on  law-phoceemwos,  cosmionly 
called  pofchlin ;  of  which,  to  avoid  prolixity,  we 
fhall  only  obferve,  that  for  every  petition  a  du^ 
is  paid  of  about  twenty-five  kopeeks,  with  th^ 
fame  fum  for  fealing  and  for  the  final  decifion, 
i)ut  for  a  writ  of  s^eal  fix  rubles.  •^—  Here  may  bt 
I'eckoned.likewife  the  pafiport  money. 

7.  Stampsd-paper,  the  annual  confiimpticm 
ftttd  amount  whereof  we  are  enabled  to  ftate  from 
liarticular  chancedes,  but  jDot  for  the  whole  eixir 

*  PalUs,  travels,  tDin.iii.  p- 154.. 
t  Id.  lb,  p.  429. 

pire. 
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pirc/  "The  price  of  it  has  lately  been  ratfed  to 
double  the  fum  it  was  formerly  Md  at,  and  the 
ales  for  .which  it  is  neceiTary  more  accurately 
ascertained  At  prefent  it  brings  in  a  confidera'* 
ble  film  per  annum  *. 

8,  The  duty,  or  pofchlin,  on  the  sale  of 
IMMOVEABLE  PHOPERTV,  in  which  are. included 
not  only  houfes  and  lands  but  alfo  vaflajs.  This 
impoft  is  of  very  antient  date  in  Great-Ruffia, 
and  coniifted,  if  I  miftake  not^  in  ten  per  cent  on^ 
the  money  arifing  from  the  fale,  which  nmft  be 
pven  in  and  proved  by  the  certificate  of  emption. 
It  was  afterwards  lowered  to  fix  per  cent,  and  in 
Ae  year  17831,  introduced  both  into  the  provinces 
of  the  Baltic  and  thofe  of  Li  ttle-Ruflia.  At  length 
the  emprefs  in  1787  fixed  it  at  five  per  cent 
When  (ales  are  frequent,  efpecially  of  large  eftates,. 
this  tax  yields  a  confiderable  receipt  to  the  coffers 
of  the  crown. 

9.  The  KABAK6  (tipling-houfes,^  or  the  fale  of 
com-fpirits  f.      It   has  already  been  remarked, 

that 

♦  The  cheapeft  iheets  coft  at  prefent  ten  (fonncrfy  five) 
kopeeks;  but  for  more  important  tranfaftions,  according  to 
Ae  nature  of  the  bofinefs,  (everal  mbks. 

f  Whoever  farms  the  kabaks  of  the  crown,  is  allowed  to 
keep  in  them  aKb  beer,  mead*  ttc.  and  this,  with  other  trifling 
advantages,  enables  hun  to  pay  the  crown  for  every  vedro  of 
brandy  three  rubles,  and  to  fell  it  in  the  kabaks  at  the  lame 
price.  Then  it  it  lawfnl  for  every  one,  even  the  boor,  to  brew 
his  own  beer,  wxtbovt  being  /abjeft  to  any  cxcife;  only  he 

ffloft 
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that  though  this  be  a  monopoly  of  the  croim, 
yet  by  virtue  of  antient  rights  and  privileges  not 
only  all  noblemen  throughout  the  empire  may 
diftil  lyrandy  for  their  own  domeftic  ufe  *,  but  alfo 
li^hole  provinces  may  deal  in  it  and  keep  public- 
houfe%  for  inilance,  the  don  and  malo-ruflian 
Kozaksf,  likewife  the  livonian  and  ellhonian 
land-owners  and  towns  J,  as  well  as  many  others. 
The  crown  fells  an  incredible  quantity  of  brandy, 
by  which  it  gains  large  fums.  We  are  told  by 
Bufching,  that  '^  the  contract  for  the  kabaks  at 


mnSt  not  deal  in  it :  though  this  is  allowed  to  the  livonian  and 
cfihonian  towns,  and  landlords^  and  others. 

*  In  Ingria  the  nobility  were  not  permitted  to  diilil  as 
iDDch  as  they  pleafedj  but  each  a  certain  quantity  according 
to  his  rank.  Whether  thb  be  the  fame  all  over  the  empire, 
or  whether  perhaps  by  the  new  letter  of  grace  granted  to  the 
ktotniity  that  limitation  has  been  removed^  is  what  I  cannot 
determine ;  I  ihall  only  juft  remark^  that  every  ruflian  noble- 
man may  fell  brandy  even  to  the  crown>  and  therefore  diftil 
the  quantity  agreed  for; 

f  Yet  the  crown  has  kabaks  in  Liftle-Ruffia. — Here  it 
may  be  remarked,  that  inns  or  houfes  to  put  ap  at  are  not  to 
be  found  in  all  parts,  not  even  in  all  towns.  In  many  places 
they  are  not  at  all  known :  travellers  turn  in  at  fome  boor's  oc 
burgher's  houfe. 

X  That  isf  the  livonian  and  efthonlan  towns  are  now»  by  an 
order  of  the  fenate>  to  have  even  crown  kabaks,  but  their  net 
profits  are  to  be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  thefe  towns  and  to 
defray  their  public  expences.  But,,  by  an  ukafeu  of  the  fenate, 
of  the  year  1790,  the  old  regulations  remahi. 

*^  Peterfburg 
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*•  Peterfthirg  ^n&  Mofco,  wMi  the  parts  acljac^hf,l 
"  while  they  wete  let  out  oti  farm  *  brought  in 
'•  the  yearly  fuui  of  9,320,000  rubles/'    Thefe* 
two  were  indeed   always  the  largeft  and  inoft' 
populous  towns,  and  the  diftri€l  of  the  mofcovian 
government  the  moft  extenfive :  but  if  we  addv' 
the  many  other  governments,  Pfcove,  Novgorod, 
&c.  it  may  eafily  be  conceived  that  the'  <»own' 
draws  annually  between  eight  and  nine  milHotis  from' 
this  fource :  which  is  alfo  confirmed  by  pcHbns ' 
well  acquainted  with  the  bufiniefe.     But  a  ihort 
illuftration^lvill  put  the  matter  out  of  all  doubt  — ; 
From  a  refolution  of  the  fenate, .  of  the  year  1 789, 
it  appears,  that  the  city  of  St.  l^eterfbiirg,  wi!h 
the  feven  circles  of  its  government,  confumes  anr 
nually  683,  IflC.vedros:  of  which  the  greater  part 
was  then  already  pbdraded  (contrafted)  for  at  one 
hundred  and  forty-eight  kopefek^  for  every  vcdro; 
if  they  found  peifons  who  were  willing  to  deliver 
the  other  quantities  at  the  Cune  price,  which  is 
ektteniely  ptdbable,   then  the  crown,   receiving,, 
three  rubles  on  each  vedro,  gains  annually  886, 35 1 
rubles  fifty-two  kopeeks  for  the  brandy  of  that 

'  *  All  the  kabaks  are  farmed  otit;  bat  the  contradot  can 
nHther  diftil  the  brandy  hknfelf*  nor  buy  it  at  his  own  option : 
he  maft  take  from  the  crown  the  whole  quantity  ftated  'in  the 
contrsft,  even  though  it  fhoald  happen  that  few  coftomers 
conae  to  drink  it. — Noblemen  now  begin  to  fiirm  kabaks; 
b«t  by  a  late  *dkale  of  the  fenate  it  is  reftii&ed  to  .^er^ 
dttinti,  &c. 

;TjC^l.  ir*  X  govern- 


r 
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copfumcs  yeariy,  according  to  the  4jeclaration  of 
tjie  revenue  chjipijipr  t^^,  infill  1^7,000  vedr^s, 
vhef/eof  40,0Qa  fre  ^ifpofed  of  in  the  city  of 
Pfcpve  alon^^  ^  bijt  pnly  6000  in  Petfchur  f  .  — 
The  gcH^eiTjmenf  of  JPermc  confirmed  in  th^  yew 
1783  in  ftH  164,831  vedros,  on  which  th^  crown 
had  a  pet  profit  of  338,876  rubles  ^ty-one 
kopeek9.  —  The  cro^yri  indeed  takes  f^  part  of  the 
brandy  requiii^  for  the  k^t^^K^  ffoni  its  own 
difiilleries  in  Ruffia,  but  they  are  npt  yet  in  every 
place  upon  ^  beneQcial  footing  :|:;   it  therefore 

^  In  the  years  1763  to  1786  the  livoniaii  QobJ^men  delivere4 
the  vcdro  at  fcventy-five  kopecks  ;  bqt  from  1787  to  1790  a(' 
ninety  kopecks >   whereby,   on  account  of  the  high  crown* 
prices,  they  fuifered  a  confiderable  lofs*    At  that  cidle  U^re* 
fbre  the  crown  gained  on  every  vedro  brft  two  rvhles  twenty^fiir* 
kopeeks,  and  then  two  rubles  ten  kopeeks,  as  it  wasHtoo- 
other  expence  than  what  it  paid  for  the  brandy  by  the  tenna  of 
the  contrad.     The  feller  mad  deliver  it  in  the  town  agreed  on;* 
there  the  kabak-farmers  receive  it  under  the  aathority  of  the 
'revenue-chamber,  who  cauie  it  to  be  carriedbyh^red  people* 
into  hired  houfes,  (both  at  their  own  ejfpence,)  pay  the  peopik- 
who  ferve  it  at  the  kabaks,  and  even  pay  for  the  caiks  j  And 
withal  find  it  very  profiuble. 

\  All  the  kabalps  of  the  villages,  in  the  dr<;Ie.  ar^  he^  \ji^ 
eluded. — On  account  of  th^  vipinuy  the  tivocfians  deliycr. 
their  brandy  there  mqch  cheaper  than  at  Peterfburg.     ^ut,  as 
the  erown  every  where  get3  three  rubles  for  the  vedro,  it  gains 
fomewhat  more  in  this  government  than  elfewhere. 

•  1  This  will  be  ftrther  explained  when  we  c^ne  to  trey  ^1 
commerce.  .  -^  ,•    .  ..  j 


fihds  et  \m\^  a  fifr  lUi'd-  t)rofit,  by  Engaging' Sfe; 
<?o&tra€ls  for  drfi v^ei,  ^hich  ii  done  ^dw  llrrough 
the  tet^hue4;haiiiber,  ^ml  ailW^ys  fbrfdtfr  lUcclbiftv^J* 
yeart.     Thfc  cbnlraSor  irtutt  g^ive  a  ftcOTity  ciii" 
Ilia  knmoveable  properly;  kxiA  whiU:  he  does  iidt 
delirer  at  the  ftipiikted  tiiVte,  is  pnrdiafeS  on  feik- 
^account  ♦.  —  As  the  crowd  ftlte  the  liVorttAh  !?ilS; ' 
or  caft,  ^  brandy  for  ibont  thirly-fi5c  ittHeS, 
but  wkich  in  Livdnia,  ^hete  the  hht^Af  iS  much^ 
ftreilg^,  a  vtorth  foihetithes  only  iVom-  feveil  to' 

•  '  •  >        1  M 

*  He  fometimes  meets  wich  Mulfeac^;  bttt^-nlttft  fay*' 

pt^ty  per  cent,  which  however^ is  more  .tolerable  t|^a  if  itr 
^tri  BougHt  on  his  account,  for  the  cjovfn  ^^s'^hiili  iTtKe* 
contract  be  ftmck  at  lAntvf  Icdpccks,  M  tfie  Ms  ibixxt  ellstcii- 
rtUes  in-  battk-slllgidtieiitsi  >rKich1IMr  i'ikprAiikUk  of  ten' 
to  fbuneen  p^r  cenf.  beknr  ftlvi^r  rubles ;  hat-fcmtrxgH^s  the  fafy, 
IS  bought  on  the  market  in  Livodia  for  fifteen  to  twenty- two 
rbbles,  which  among  others  happened  in  the  yeaj-s  17893114 
I790*     Alor6over,  the  deliverer  muft  provide  for  tlie  trahfport,* 
pay  the  crowU  leakage  and  porterage;  fixmifli  ciib^  4  itit^ 
flated  price*  and  anfwer  aU  Aiki  till  the  dellidri^  ii  cdmpleie*': 
The  brmuly  is  held  proof  by  die  crown  if  it  bams^  K^lf  iway  ia; 
copper  (a  copper  ikillet)}   whereas  it  maft  be. delivered  fo^ 
ttrong  from  the  livonian  diftilleries,  that  in  fJver  fomevyhat  at 
Ifeaft  above  the  half  mud  burn  away.    ThcikiPore  dhc  rfclivtVdP^ 
t0'fix  calks  of  brandy  pots  about  ei^e  cafit  oF  ^atef ;  but  as  tW^ 
mixture  muft  be  made  at  his  houfe,  he  pays  likewifii.ftvight  fort 
the  tranfport  of  the  water*  which*  on  every  large  veiTel  of  forty 
fkdroip*  according  to  the  dUUfice  send  mher  ciftfuttftcndls, 
amooms  to  between  fct  and  tight  riibles.  -*The  dtiltf^s  ^ap^ii^ 
great  adtantsige  in  the  akticte  of  mannref  for  their  fields.    It 
tke  Li^AiaAs  Were  to  ferid  no  htitti^  to  Rtti&(*  fMadth^  gteit' 
diftUleries  there*  the  priest  KfdMM  AQ  Very  te%/  et4tf  h  thcjr 
owA  coontry. 
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twelve  rabies,  the  ruffian  boors  will  run  the  rifle  of 
buying  up  the  brandy  fecretly  by  a  fafe  at  a  time 
in  Livonia  aiui  Eflhonia,  and  convey  it  by  ilealth 
into  Ruffia*  Agaiufl  this  ihameful  pradiice  of 
finuggling,  very  feverc  prohibitions  have  been 
ilTued,  and  iafpedors  are  appointed  at  the  feveral 
entrances  to  the  townsy  and  the  kabak-farmers 
themfelves,  for  their  own  fakes,  keep  a  fliarp  look 
out.  In:  Livonia  the  nobility  have  entered  into 
vi  afibciation  not  only  to  amerce  thoie  who 
privily  fell  it  to  the  ruffians  in  heavy  penalties, 
}Sfal  to  deprive  them  of-  the  licence  of  diftilling 
brandj',  and  fifom  thefe  iines  pay  a  reward  to  the 
informer  of  five  hundred  rubles.  Hejice  it  ap- 
pears  that  this  monopoly  ef  the  crown  is  not 
exaftly  to  the  tafte  of  the  common  ruffians,  who 
ire  very  foiid  of  brandy,  cfpecially  of  the  ftrong 
Ibrt  * :  but  it  is  laid  to  be  a  difficult  matter  to  find 
-  ftut  arjjOth^v.Jmpoft  equally  productive  in  its  place ; 
for  if  it  were  to  be  converted  into  a  money  tax, 
it  ivould  feem  oppreffive,  and  occafion  much  lofi 

»  •  ■ 

'  iicy  the  crown  bv  arrears.  It  is  for  this  Tea(bn 
that  the  monopoly  is  continued,  though  it  is 
^^nded  with  many  difficulties  to  the  officers  of 

'  the  crown*^ 

V 

^  *  Some,  common  venders  were  accn/ed  of  having  adaltenLted 
tkc  brandy  ^  in  the  kaba|cs«  and  then*  to  give  it  a  poignancy, 
potting  in  it  common  pcpjur,  kc-  However,  this  is  ftridly 
ffthxddcxi ;  ai|d  qi!teftmen  are  occafionaUy  appoiftted  to  fee  that 
iM)  frauds  of  thi^  na|are  are  committed. 

9  10.  The 
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10.  The.SALT-TEADE,  of  which  feveral  parti- 
culars have  been  occafionally  mentioned ;  as  that 
fome  diihids  and  people,  for  mflance,  the  nralian 
Koratcs,  fetch  their  fak  gratis  from  certain  lakes ; 
while  others,  fach  as  Livonia  and  Ellhonia,  buy 
it  of  foreignfcrs,  on  whi^jh  the  crovnti  only  lays  a 
duty.  — The  crown  obtains  its  falt^  with  vhidi  it 
fupplies  the  whole  empire  ^whatever  expencc  it  il 
at  for  (Carriage)  at  thirty-five  kopeeks  the  *  pood, 
partly  from  lakes,  partly  from  faltrpans,  and 
partly  from  falt-hills.  —  The  rock-falt  of  the  ileta- 
Kian  hill  coAs  the  crown  on  the  (pot  not  quite 
one  kopeek  the  pood.  Formerly  the  Kozaks  and 
Bafchkirs  cut  here  their  fait  a±  will ;  but,  in  the 
year  1754,  the  crown  put  It  under  better  regula- 
tions. From  three  to  four  hundred  thouiand  pood 
of  it  is  annually  brought  away  and  diftributed 
over  the  empire*  It  would  in  many  refpeAs  be 
more  advantageous  if  the  ufe  of  it  were  farther 
extended  —  In  fome  places  the  fait  (lands  the 
crown  in  three  kopeeks  per  pood  on  the  t  fp^- 
But  the  tranfport  is  attended  with  great  expenct^ 
and  coniumes  much  of  the  profit.  For  carriage 
from  Ebeley  to  the  province  of  Ifetik  and  the 
forts  on  the  frontiers  the  crown  paid  till  the  yeat 
1768  for  every  pood 'from  nine  to  thirteen  ko- 
peeks; at  which  timQ  this  modp  of  conveyance 

*  One  Ihtemest  Cpe^kt  of  forty  kope«ki»  wklah  U  a  nittakA 
f  Pallas,  iravek,  torn.  iii.  p.  292. 

X  3  ceafed 


a3^U>  f  ^vxvvsa  QF,  i;h^  xuzi^^ 


th§  CBowii,  yi^d  to.  gaji  eigl>t  l^opp^  a,  ppod  fiwt 
fe?tli%;  luit,  fjf^tl^-ye^  L78o>^  l^i^y  get  fp¥ 

th^¥flWi%%!!^»i>  «d  foL  the  foUkaipftifa  10^ 
lyogcf  kg^  Eor  U)e.trjaflfpoyt  to  N^iilineirNpygorodi 
ybpr^^e^I^rinciigal  ftoxe  is  Hqpt,  tiip  hired  car^ 
riers^  are;  ajlo^red  tea  kopt;eKs.;  ^beuce  it  is  con- 
Yeye4>pajriiy^  by,  waX^  and,  partly  by  Ifiicjl.  From. 
^.^%R^Pf^  the  crpw^  ol?l;aippd  ij>  the  year  178^ 
f^  Solilwifty  91.0,142-  ppqds,  IJut  tibe  ^ole 
^aiU^^.pfep^ed  thf rft  aixima^ly  is.  four  inUlioii^ 

9frTf«4?i  .  Q«^  •  ^^ :  tft^t  vaft  oQ|^umec},iw  th^  go, 
if^^ji^utfof.  Perpoi^  ^4:^r>^ed  ;the^ce.eMewlle^e^ 
tji^/pffofite  ta  tbc  crowp^  ia  1782^  anvounted  t9 
j^9f^}  ruWes^  "~%^:  great  quaptitie^  of  falf 
yftij^^io^  by,thc  crAWVl;  ^^  ^^^  pjftceafiQm 
feij-te^r/  .%t  —  4t,-St^aiyarR\iff^^^  cqfts.  in^ 
^t^^njyi  kop^.  th^ppodt;.  I^t  thea  it  i^ 

i^5p9^4^fi  ii^>the,nj^shbQui^t^aQd  at  no  greaj;  acf 

*-•- fttflas.travcb,  torn,  Hi.'p.  joy.     -'    -        :    * 

t  It  ha&  been  affirmed  that  from  the  falt^lakes  in  the  fteppes 

uined.  ... 
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pence  hi  carriage.  — Hermann  thinks  that  the 
Eltcto-feltldce  aCnd  the  falt-works  at  Perme  toge- 
ther yield  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  fait  con- 
ifirtned  in  th6  x^h^le  empire:     But  this  is  hard  to 
determincf,  at  leaft  -it  is  doubtful,  if  not  utterly 
improbafcl^,  bfecaufe  fome  diftrifts  fetch  their  fait 
fherbfelves^  (SvHofe^  confurAption  i^  not  eafily  fo  be 
afcertainerf);    others*  buy  if  of  the   foreig^ner; 
ftiuch  rock-fklt  is  confiimed ;  iti  feveral  pkceS  are 
laft-pstns  and  lake^,  which  he  feems  to  have  en- 
tirely forgotten,  for  inftance,  the  produftive  Iklf- 
kkes  in  Tiurida;  a'ndlaftty agooddealof  fmugg-' 
fing  may  be  praftifed.     It  would'  therefore  be  dif- 
iScult  to  ftate  ho\v  much  th)e  whole  empire  an- 
nually conftimes,      Hermann  fays*  twelve  mil- 
lions of  pOOds ;  but  from  the  reafoits  which  he 
afligns,  it  is  rtlanifeft  tliat  tliis  ftatement  is  not 
fufficient  —  Bufching  is  of  opinion  that  the  cro\vn 
drawl  from-  the  fait- works  (whence  it  appears  that 
the  lake  and  rock-falt  are  included,  but  merely  the 
net-pW)fit)  annually  not  above  two  millions.   This 
number  feems  to  be  juft,  unlefe  we  limit  fhe  yearly 
confumption  to  twelve  millions  of  poods,     Hereto 
muft  be  added,  that  a  great  quantity  of  fait  is 
exported  from  Taurida  to  other  countries  for  the 
benefit  of  the  crown,    efpecially  to   the  pohfli 
Ukraine  and  tp  Turkey. 
.11-  Tn^d  Mj NEs.     The  moft  important  of  the 

^  HennaiiD>  Er^geb.  tom.  i.  p.  74^  and  p.' 143* 

X  4  mines 
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Hiines  belonging  to  the  crown,  are  thoft  of  Kor 
ly van  qt  Barnaul,  and  tlipfe  of  the  Argoon,  or 
properly  of  Nertfcl^inflc ;  both  yield  filver  cpq- 
taining  a  proportion  of  gold;  thep  fqlloi^r  the 
jold- works  at  EKatarinei^bu^g;  and  befides  thefe 
Teyeral  copper  and  iron-works.  —  It  appears  that 
at  Kplhyyan  t)ie  annual  produce  has  not  always 

been  alike;  in  the  year  1772  it  confided  in  1277 

•  *        • 

pood  of  filver,  which  was  found  tQ  contain  fifty 
pood  of  pure  gold:  the  yajue  ivherepf  in  coin 
was  1,769,902  rubles.  At  times  the  projduce  is 
far  ihort  of  tliis.  — The  mines  at  Nertfchinfk  arc 
reckoned  to  yield  annually  from  two  hundred  to 
four  hundred  pood  of  filver  ore,  from  ivhich  one 
thoufand  pound  and  about  IS-i  pound  of  gpld  are 
pbtained.  -^t  }ilka|arinenburg  from  five  to  feven 
pood  qf  gqld^luft  qiay  be  hammered  into  bars 
every  year;  but  in  1782  its  net  produce  \f as  ifp 
more  than  22,143  rubles,  fifteeu  kopeeks;  yet 
the  profit  from  1754  to  1786  was  in  all  1,341,352 
rubles  fixty-eight  kopeeks.  —  From  a|l  the  ores  of 
Altay,  from  1745  to  178P  were  fepapted  in  all 
6S6  pood,  fixteen  pound,  forty-nine  fqlotqiks  of 
pure  gold.  —  The  copper  and  iron  mines  likewifq 
bring  the  crown  a  great  income ;  in  the  govern- 
lyient  of  Peripe  in  1782  the  copper  yielded  a  profit 
of  341,676  rubles;  and  the  iron  228,699  rubles 
73r  kopeeks.  Befides  tjiefe  it  has  iron  forges  in 
the  governments  of  Tambof  and  Olonetz.  —  The 
mines  produce  not  only  metals  but  various  kinds 
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^f  iloties,  as  maf ble,  finoky  topazes^  amethyft^ 
^igates,  inountain-cryflals,  JaTper,  granite  with 
^eitts  of  coloured  xjuartz,  &c.  which  are  difpofed 
of  by  ]die  crowQ  either  ppli^d  or  unpoliihed; 
likewife  aknn,  vitriol,  &(v*  —  The  l^-te  empre& 
Jiaving  by  ukafes  of  grace  ^reliuquifhed  her  impcr 
jialties  pn  the  ppya^  mines,  n;^mely,  the  tenths 
.of  the  copper  aiul  iron,  th^  fi^ver  and  the  gold, 
^d  likeiarife  remijtted  jfche  ta;xp$  09  forges  at  the 
^ivorks,  the  cjrown  ^oif  r^ifes  no  reveAue  iroiii 
them,  ^excepting  from  the  copper  vhich  jcs  d^ 
yered  to  ^he  mint  at  a  reafonahle  price. 

As  the  ^te  of  the  mines  can  be  bi^t  litil^ 
knoyn  from  oth^  writers,  a  farther  account  of 
them  here^  fks  I  have  it  ^om  good  authorities^ 
may  be  acceptable  tp  many  of  my  readers*  It 
is  true  that  Bnfching  has  n^entioned  the  amount 
of  the  filver  ore  obtained  from  them  between  the 
year  1704  V^en  they  iirere  firft  difcovered,  and 
1 772,  likejirife  of  the  year  1 779 ;  yet  I  acid  from 
an  authentic  lift  eleven  years  to  thefe :  and  it  is 
to  l^  obferved  that  thefe  ftatements  are  of  far 
greater  cpinpais  than  the  former  ft     It  myfl  in 

*  From  f U  Mfifich  It  appe;ir$  that  they  who  nuke  the  yearly 
prodafl  of  the  mines  only  five  ha^tdred  thoafand  rubles*  are  Ycry 
'^r  ihort  of  the  mark. 

t  Hence  h  is  particularly  feen,  how  abundant  the  pre  is,  and 
how  much  gold  adheres  to  it.— The  bank  pnithafcd  thefe 
inines  m  1792  for  two  millions  of  rabies,  to  be  paid  in  ten  years 
^y  aon^al  ii^m^nti  ^  tW9  hundred  thoafand  rubles. 

; '     '  >e 
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the  fir^  place  he  rcm^rfced;    tftsrt  ffie  niititf&  i£ 
Barnauf  tn  Kolhjratfi  are  innch  itwffe?  jirorfirflwe 
than  thole  of  Nertfchinftrr  fof  the  pfft*  MfKwto 
opened  in  the  fetter  have-  ncr  ccttithmecf  or  fiea^fy 
veins,  are  never  powerfW,  sttttf  *  felrfcwrt  tertiiitatfe 
in-  large  nefts,  are  ahfnEj^  poorer  as-  tfi«y  {Wt)ccwi 
in  depth,   vm^  change  tlieir  contrtrt^  4f  evrt^ 
fathom.     Yet  ttcw  hnf  ahravs  pa6r  veins  ^ rcf  ff cf- 
qiientry  difc^vererf;  confecjtrrtitfjr  the  amtmrttdf 
the  iliver  obtained  is  ncfif  6 very  y^ar  afike,  aitd 
can  rievtr,  with  amy  ccrfaJfrtj*,  fee  p^e^^otifly*  ef^?- 
ipatcd  to  ^xat  it  may  arrft.  —  '^he  fihrer  ii  tfottff 
like  kind,  and  not  fb  abimdanf  iti  gold;  bjs  that 
of  Barnaul;  thefotetnik  is  only* ii?cixtoed  at  1*^ 
kopeeks,  whereas  thefofotnikrof^gold  is  valurtf  at 
two  rubles  fifty  kopeeks.     The  former  mufl!  l&ntl 
the  aflay  erf  nmety  tty  nrnetgr-three.     The  goH  is 
ieparatetf  fhom  it  at  the  lafcoratory  df  St  Prterf^ 
burg.  —  The  crcAvTT  allows  for  aU'exflencei  oC  thi^ 
filVer  mines  of  N-ertfchinlk,  in  eluding- the  mairf- 
ttnance  of  the  battalionv  the  anmiaf  itmr  of  two 
hundred  thouiand  rubltor;   wliich  is  fonletimes, 
but  not  every  year,  entirely  confumed.     What  ia 
obtained  above  this  fum,  is  called  net  profit.  Tliis 
feldom  amounts  to  lefs  than  one  hundVerfthoufand 
rubles,   ufually  more.     Sometimes  a  greater  quanr 
tity  of  filver  iu  fmelted  from  tlie  ore,  and  yet  an 
>nferior  net  profit  is  obtained ;,  as  when  a^fcafGity 
fit  provifions^  or  other  coHMfirableexpem^s  I  carry 
away  the  whole  km-  of  tiio' ttlIoi«ed  tw>  liundred 

thoufahd 
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Of  tl)^  above  fat^f,  g/SfX^sJLt  a  folotnikt 

Bttfchiag  i%^,  in  the  7«M  if779  were  j^rocnvfid  of  ore  380 
pood»  33  pOand,  51  folotnikt.  His  (Utenneiit  that,  one  thou- 
And  poand  of  h  contained  about  twelve  and  a  half  gound  of 
gM,  ii.teft  ibewn  to>b0  wr#ngf« 

Mr.  Stovdi^.  Tiwll^kCiOjam  for  his  ftattftkat  accu^ 
mcjs^  tUliUa  it  mary  be  adtnitted  with  the  higheff 
degctt  of:  faAAiiky^  tinut^  at  pre^t  eveiy  ytsr 
m  tbo  laiffian  empire  is^  prachiced  of 

(^Uiaboulh       -«  -  40  pood' 

l£fla4'        -  *-         -        90;000' 

,  Cppp*     -^  •        .        200i000^ 

Iron-        •         -        ;^    SjOOOjOOO 

Sail         --  -     .  12,000,000 

^k.a  qmtitit?f)O^;mift0fr£d'pfx>du^,  yvinchr  fir 

numeyy  fa^r  iSie  laoftimed^raft^  cto^utatioi^,  niay^ 

be^ftatcd  at»  tbirteeo-  miUioaS'  of.  rc^es ;  and  bjr 

adding 
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sdding  the  precious  ftoiies,"  ^fulphur,  vitriol,  &c;* 
confidering  the  prefent  prices,  cannot  be  lefi'thaa 
fifteen  millions  of  rubles. 

From  this  produce  the  net  gain,"  after  deda61ing 
all  expeaces  or  churges,  amounted  Tri'  *  "* 

1775  in,  all  to  as  3, 02  8  ruWes  724-  kopfekfr 

1776  —  158,896  ~  7*^ 

1777  —  118,093  —  S8i 

1778  —  109,021  —  90?- 

1779  —  106,305  —  49/ 
1720  --  119,306  — ;  96|. 

1781  ^  86,159  —  141- 

1782  —  100,848  —  12]. 

1783  —  142,204  —  27y 

1784  —  122;  460  —  25t 

1785  --  29,S7i  •--  41 

12.  The  MINT,  of  which  an  account  mud  rea- 
ibnably  be  expefted  here,  yet  only  fo  fer  as  it 
ftands  related  to  the  national  revenue ;  the  other 
nemarks  belong  not  to  this  place,  but  to  the  article 
of  commerce,  where  a  ilatement  will  be  given  of 
the  various  coins,  and  their  value  in  circulation, 
—  The  ruffian  monies  confift  of^  gold,  filver,  cop 
per,  and  bank  affignations.  Thefe  lafl,  as  a  great 
convenience  to  commerce,  by  facilitating  tlje  re- 
mittances throughout  the  country,  and  fupplying 
the  place  of  copper,,  require  here  no  very  nice  dc* 
ibription,  becaqfe  there  is  al ways' fuppofed  to  be  as 
much  copper-coin  in  the  bank  as  thttt  every  out 
immediately  on  applicatipniBaqy  jreceiv^  itiu  exr 

change 


change  for  the  paper  he  brings,  and  in  circulation 
they  bear  their  fidl  value  as  bard  cq>per  *.    They 
therefore  cannot  properly  be  reckoned  among  the 
ordinary  fources  of  national  revenue^  though  from 
them  an  advantage  may  accrue  to  the  CTavm,  a$, 
among  oth^r  ways,  when  thefe  notes  are  acci^ 
dentally  burnt  or  otherwife  deilroyed :  yet  alfo  a 
lofi  may  enfue  on  occafion  .of  them,,  as  when  per*- 
ions  are  fo  fearlels  of  the  laws  and  fo  ^ifiioneft  ay 
to  forge  them  and  bring  their  fpurious  notes  into 
circulation.  -—  Of  the  copper  coinage  Bufching 
lays,  there  is  a  yearly. profit  of  two  millions  upon 
it    This  fum  may  perhaps  be  rated  too  high,  at 
leaft.  according  to  Hermann^s  account  f ,  who  lets 
it  down  for  the  year  1779  at  only  818, 165  rubles 
98  kopeeks ;  and  in  .another  place  he  mentions 
that  the  crown,  at  the  mint  of  Ekatarinenbui^, 
where  the  copper  is  coined,  gamed  in  1 782,  after 
deducing  all  expences  of. coinage,  a  clisar  profit 
of  765, 5 8£  rubles  70  kopeelts.     Indeed  at  times 
great  fuifis  pafs  through  the  mint  at  that  place, 
many  years  to  the  amount  of  three  millions,  and 
then  the  profit  may  arife  to  two  millions ;  but  in 
the  years  1786  and  1787|  from  a  want  of  water, 

•       •  • 

•  *.  The.topper  fpecie  v^  commttAy  about  ten  per  cent,  idid 
ibmedmet  mote  Uferior  in!  rajue  tQ.filver  or  gold  inicoininercial 
and  other  paymenp ;  the  nljigivations  l>ear  therefpr^  thafiunc  va- 
lue. Some  even  require  an  agio  when  they  giv^  copper  mone/ 
for  aflignatlons^  bin  this  is  forbidden  by  ukafe*  <^-  In  many  coi»n« 
tries  the  paper  money  is  a  I)icradve  operation  of  finance.      , 

t.  S«e  Uial-ertzgeb.  torn.  iL  p.  104.  « 

the 


I 
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tfa^  fion  4nl  not  mi^eh  ezteod  dneaiid  alttdf  nfl^ 
lions^  and  in  th^  >rcar  uas  it  mIiU  ftill  itffs  ^.  Til» 
pood  of  ix>pper  colbi  the. crown,  from  iM  i!if(4» 
^ml6ries»  about  fire  anuUfla;  butwhttft  H  i^Ab«^ 
liged  to  ptirchafc  tbc  fame)  Bine  mUai }  Uk6  pn« 
vat?  fouederm  Auft  all  didiv^  the  half  of  iMI» 
Qopper  to  U^$  mint,  at  the  rate  of  five  niUjik  f/hf 
kopec^ka  the  pood :  but  fcbe  pood  of  topp»  is 
joined  into  fifteen  roblea;  if  ^ve  deduft  fiW  l&b 
the  wafie  in  the  cAinagiO)  the  wagtt  of  Wdlitifltft^ 
and  the  expence  of  tran^ort,  tbb  reifiaifidaf  k 
pure  profit.  Formerly  the  miBe^o\rneri  -^fe  ob- 
liged to  deliver  two  tbirdir  of  tbdr  c&j^^  at  tb« 
^mt,  whidi  aftennfards  was  lowex^d  to  tile  Kalf. 
Some  are  of  opinion,  thdJt  thc^s  dalit^ies^  wHkA 
with  ti>e  other  ioiperiaiiies  which  the  e<Xi})]%fe  it- 
linquiihed  by  her  iikafe  of  grace :  but  tbi6  feMM 
to  be  331  efVQt  arifing  from  a  mtlccmcepti^xb  df  thtf 
matter;  for  the  ukafe  of  the  £8t^  of  Jutle  179^ 
exprefely  fay$  in  the  «8th  article:  "  Wboevri? 
''  il>all  henceforward^  faefldea  the  iftual  produce 
!^  of  his.  coppcr^workfi^  obtam  a  fifefti  if^CtekSS 
'^  from  them^  or  iball  opeii  a  new  inioe^  ftkU^  fo# 
^^  thi$  Cof^r  gained  ab(Xve  the  ilated  <}ttafttity^ 
"  be  freed  from  the  obligation  of  delivering  the 
<^  half  of  that  metal  at  five  ruUe^  fifty  kopedks 
^^  into  the  caifTe,  and  at  the  fame  time  be  at  li- 
^  berty  to  deliver  it^  on  fuch  tenils  as  he  cati 
agree  to,  to  our  afQgnation-banky  and  either  to 


H 


^  See  HennaQn*s  £rtzgeb.  tooL  ii.  p.  99  &  (q.  and  lom.  iii. 

«  fell 
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^l-ieJl  it  w  ^  imxry  w  wy  l^ivlW  trade  vkh.it 
'^  tliat  lie  fiodft  iBPft  profitobk*."  —  Not  <MiIy 
r^flSftR  goJ4  a,nd  filler  aie  eoro«d,  Iwt^o  foreign, : 
which  the  crown  either  buy^  ^r  f^twts  by  ootfi-'  - 
njerefr  apd*  tjie;  <j^ift<»n?.    Tlius»  -the  y  cbiueft  coiri- 
n)er<:e  bfiogi  fiiyw  into  the  empire  at  fiatteeu* 
nil>k»  tJ^e  pQund  fr     Tba  CuitQms  at  Riga,  whick :} 
muft  i^e  paid  isi  Alb€rt3-<lQlliu:$ $»  yield  the  crowu.l 
a  confid^nbic  quantity  of  filver  for  th«  »int.  • 
Tfcat  thi*  metal  i^  Jiike\vife.  hrcnight  to  St  PejjBrf-. 
bofg  appeal^,  from  autbmitiQ  4<>cument«, . ;  Ajcv*- 

cording  to  one  of  thefe  there  came  to  that  city  in 
tjie year  1788:,^  . 


NuAIBI^R.I    WejGHT. 
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^  Robl  et. 


6428 
9650 


24,010 
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TotaJL  360,205  50 
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_^  By  an  okafe  of  cbe  23d  of  Jane  17941  a^Tcopper-works  he^ ' 
kftgkig  to  individoals,  wkkh  are  fet  up  with  the  aflifiance  of 
the  crown-caife,  or  have  recrired  land,  &>rttt$,  or  boors  fron 
clie  crown,  mull  pay,  oyer  and  above- i]l0  fbtmer  tenths,  teft 
pood  oat  of  every  handled. 

t  Pallas,  travels,  torn.  iii.  p.  145.-^^1!$  is  the  price  of  fit-  ^ 
v6r  in  Ruffian  the  filverihuths,  however,  now  pay  fomewhaf 
more  fbr  it. 

t  The  Alberts-dollars  datcomeinto  the  cuftom-hcufe  thert'^  i 
ase  immediately  cut  in  two  and  fent  to  the  mint  at  Feterfburg.       1 

5  The 
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The  crown  has  fometimes  found  gres^  sLdvaii* 
toge  in  the  purchafe  of  filver  from  abroad  *  j  but 
in  general  the  coinage  of  filver  and  gold  forms  a 
part  of  the  national  revenue. 

13.  Natural  productS)  in  which  taxes  and 
tribute  are  p^d,  the  true  amount  whereof  caiii 
never  be  accurately  afcertain^d.  Thus  Dvonia 
is  bound  to  deliver  for  every  haak  u  flated  quan-* 
tity  of  rye,  barley,  oats,  andJbay,  for  money  in- 
deed, but  for  a^  low  fixed  price,  and  at  whatever 
place  the  ftewartry  of  provifions  is  pleafed  to  ap^ 

*  TIte  following, anecdote  ftom  the  mouth  of  ati  imperial 
ninider  taay  ferve  as  aa  illuftradoii  of  what  is  here  advanced* 
When  the  emperor  Peter  til.  was  aboat  to  ttiidertake  the  expe*' 
dition  which  he  had  refdved  to  make  againil  Denmark  with  aa 
army  of  eighty  thoiifand  meo/  whereof  couAt  Rotttantxof  n^as  to 
form  the  arant-gaard  with  a  body  of  twenty  th6flfai¥d»  he  en-^ 
deavoured  not  only  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  certain  cotirts 
concerning  the  proper  requifites,  &c.  bat  caufed  alfo  a  recbit* 
tance  often  millions  of  rubles  to  defray  the  firft  expencesrof  the 
campaign.  The  remittance  of  thefe  fums  c6uld  n6t  be  iont 
withont  lofs.  By  the  wcll-knowu  events  which  prefend'y' after 
Iuppened>  the  expedition  fell  to  the  ground ;  and  then  arofe  the 
^ueftion,  how  beft  to  draw  back  die  money  without  additioiml 
lofles*  and  that  at  once,  at  leaft  fo  as.  that  no  exceeding  long 
term  might  intervene?  A  very  refpe^able  miBifter«  then  in  of* 
SfiCt  confolted  on  the  fubjedt  with  Mr.  William  Gommt  an 
engliik  merchant  at  St.  Peterfburg,  aod  court-banker,  who  re- 
commended fecrecy,  and  drew  up  a  plan,  in  which  all  mention 
df  recalling  the  money  was  ftadiouily  avoided,  but  a  commiffioa 
was  given  at  various  places  to  buy  gold  and  filver  in  bars  to  that 
apiount;  by  which  a  confiderable  galnenfued, 

•    point: 
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point  ♦ :  I^bonia  pays  in  rye  ?iQd  ba^rley.  —  Soiyia 
tribe$  feud  hides  and  fyrs  into  tb^  iiqp^rial  trea- 
fury.  Thus,  the  Vogyjes  deUver  a  ceitain  number 
of  elk-jlkias  f ;  fi>me  pay  fables  in  pfitura  j: ;  fpme 
tartars  pay  tribute  inxiparten;  or  other  furs,  a& 
thofe  OH  the  river  Tfchulyna  §•  Of  the  Tupgufes 
it  appears,  that  about  the  year  1 770  money  has 
been  taken  inftead  of  fuch. tributes  j|.  Tributes  in 
kind,  in  m^ny  diftrifts,  as  in  thpfe  of  Krafnoyarik, 
are  ftill  afcertained  by  (kbles,  though  no  longer 
headwife,  but  of  whole  ftems  colleS;ively ;  alfo 
not  always  in  fables,  but  generally  in  other  furs, 
even  in  hides  of  large  deer  and  elks,  which  the 
caifle  admits  at  fixty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
kopeeks  a  piece  for  the  ufe  of  the  cavalry.  Much 
tribute  is  paid  in  momey,  and  then  the  fable  is 
reckoned  at  a  ruble  i.     Thps  the  Sagayans  (Tar- 

*  Sometimes  meal  is  required  iailead  of  rye,  and  gi*^  inftead 
of  barley,  whereby  a  lofs  is  apt  to  arife,  and  the  receiver  may 
Jiave  an  opportunity  for  finding  fault.  But  the  cafe  is  hardeft 
when  the  delivery,  p^mcularly  of  the  hay,  is  required  to  be 
mode  at  verydiftant  places. -*  However*  in  return  for  thefe 
liardihipsj  in  Livonia  and  Eflbonia  tl^ey  are  exempt  from  the  fur- 
•niffiing  of  recruits.  —  The  livonian  arende^eilates  belonging  to 
the  crown  deliver  com  gratis, 

f  Pallas,  travels^  torn*  ii.  p.  258^  and  Hermann's  Beytrag, 
com.  iii.  p.  143. 

I  Hermann,  ib,  p,  .a35.  .    §  Pallas,  travelsj  torn,  ix« 

p.  319  and  663.  II  Id.  ib,  p.  941.  8c  fq, 

J  The  Vogulcs  in  the  government  of  Pcrmc  pay,  if  I  rightly 
recoiled,  two  tobks  in  lieu  of  the  fables, 

yoj..  ih  V  tars) 
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tars)  on  the  banks  of  the  Abakan,  pay  for  each 
bow  three  rubles  *.  —  In  regard  to  all  fuch  tri- 
butes the  late  emprefs  granted  a  great  alleviation 
by  ordering  the  acceptance  of  other  furs  more 
eafily  obtained,  and  at  the  fame  time  fecured  th? 
tributaries  from  the  vexations  formerly  exercifed 
by  the  receivers ;  of  which  fomething  farther  will 
be  mentioned  hereafter. 

14.  The  ftiare  of  excise  and  recognition 
DUTIES  in  towns,  but  which  amount  to  no  great 
funis,  and  are  not  raifed  by  far  in  all  towns. 

15.  The  POSTS,  which  only  yield  a  net  profit 
in  fome  provinces  where  the  maintenance  occafions 
Tio  expence  to  the  crown. — In  livonia  and 
Efthonia  the  owners  of  eftates  are  obliged  to  keep 
all  the  poft-houfes  ;  the  crown,  therefore,  in  the 
year  1786  raifed  a  revenue  of  about  fixty-fut 
thoufand  rubles  from  the  poft-office  at  Riga :  — 
whereas  the  fupport  of  the  poft-houfes  f  in  Ingria 
cofts  it  a  pretty  large  f^m. 

16.  All  kinds  of  rent  for  places,  ihops,  mills, 
parcels  of  ground,  bee-hives  in  forefts,  bathing- 
houfes,  fillieries,  public  inns,  &c.  :|;    Particularly 

agoo4 

*  Pallas^  travels,  torn.  iii.  p.  1 2  and  348. 

f  I  l^elieve  latterly  fome  alteration  was  made  in  this  refped. 

}  Some  of  thefip  contra^  have  indeed  been  difcontinued,  as 
the  capture  of  fea-dogs  in  the  Baikal ;  but  others  continue,  as 
appears  from  the  feveral  ukafes  and  the  revenue-accoants. 
Concerning  fome  I  have  my  doubts,  as  feveral  may  perhaps  have 

been 
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a  good  deal  of  land  which  the  crown  cannot 
occupy  is  let  on  leafe  as  fields  or  meadows,  by 
defajttines,  for  a  trifle  indeed,  but  from  the 
great  quantity,  amounting  to  a  good  fum  upon 
the  whole. 

17.  Recruit-money  from  merchants:  thcfe 
were  obliged  formerly  to  funiiili  recruits,  but  now 
they  pay  for  each  recruit  five  hundred  rubles  to 
the  imperial  caiffe.  From  one  hundred  thoufand 
merchants  this  amounts  at  every  levy  to  a  con- 
fiderable  fum.  —  Foreign  merchants  are  exempt 
from  it. 

18.  Various  pecuniary  penalties,  fuch  2ts, 
for  harbouring  or  concealing  defeiters,  for  diftil- 
Jing  brandy  contrary  to  law,  for  felling  brandy  or 
fait  contrary  to  law,  for  negleft  of  duty,  (on 
which  occafions  a  part  of  the  officer's  pay  is  de* 
dueled,)  for  keeping  accounts  in  arrears,  &c. 
Yet  in  fuch  cafes  none  are  proceeded  againft  with 
extreme  feverity, 

What  few  remaining  fources  of  revenue  there 
may  be  will  be  found  in  fo^ne  refpefts  at  leaft 
reducible  to  one  or  other  of  the  foregoing  deno- 
minations. 


been  aboliihed  Utterly,  as  the  tenth  of  the  marieiijglas  ^t 
XJdinik ;  likewife  the  ten  rubles  for  every  iron  foundery,  and  on 
finlthics  in  Yenifelfk.    See  Pallas^  travels,  torn,  iii,  p.  95  and 

T  3  The 
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The  national  revenue  then  at  prefent  amounts 
annually  to  about  as  follows : 

I^ubles. 

Tax  on  capital  of  107,264  merchants, 
of  whom  though  many  pay  only 
five  rubles  per  annum,  yet  almoft 
as  many  pay  ten,  or  fifty  to  one 
hundred,  and  forhe  even  one  thou- 

fand  rubles;  fay  only 1,300,000 

Poll-tax  on  247,604  burghers,  at  120 

kopeeks      -     -    - 397,000 

Poll-tax  on  11,205,077  boors  be- 
longing to  the  crown  and  ta  pri- 
vate individuals,  who,  for  the  moft 
part,  pay  feventy  kopeeks,  a  few 
fomewhat  lefs,  but  many  far  more ; 
on  account  of  arrears,  &c.  fay  only  7,000,000 
Poll-tax  on  774,067  odnodvortzi,  at 
one  ruble;  fome  pay  more,  but 
others  nothing  at  all  -  -  -  -  700,000 
Obrok  on  thefe  odnodvortzi,  at  three 

rubles  ' T    -    1?,3QO,000 

Obrok  on  4,568, 166  cfown  and  oeco- 
nomy-boors,  at  three  rubles;  yet 
becaufc  fome  contribute  lefs,  or 
perform  work  infiea^,  oi*  remain  in 
debt,  &c.  only  --..--  9,000,000 
Addition  to  the  poll-tax  and  obrok, 

on  each  rable  two  kopeeks      -      -       380,000 
Cuftoms  at  all  the  fea-ports,  about    -     8,000,000 

Land- 
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Rubles. 

Land-duties  I  reckon  only  at  *  -  -  «  800,000 
From  kabaks  and  public-houfes'  -  '  -  8,500,000 
From  the  fale  of  Cilt  -  -  -  -  -  2,000,00Q 
From  the  crowns-mines  about      -      -    i;800,00Q 

From  the  mint 2,000,000 

.  From  {lamped  paper,  perh^ips      -    -        600, 000 
Pofchlin   on  the  fale  of  immovable 
property,    likewife  on  proceedings 
at  law,    with  feal-money,    as  alfo 
for  preparing  of  patents,  at  leaft  800,000 

Excife  and  recognition-duties,  fun-- 
dries  arifing  from  premiums  for 
oontra6is,  rents,  recruiting,  and 
forfeitures  -.----  -  600,000 
Fx'om  Livonia  and  Efthonia,  from 
the  crown-eftates,  in  arende-corn, 
and  fpecie,  likewife  profit  on  pay- 
ments in  natural  produd;s  from 
-    private  and  public  eftates,  as  alfo 

iii  revenues  from  the  poft-houfes  200,000 

From  families  and  kibitkies  of  Kal- 
mucs,    from  Tartars  of  Taurida, 

&c.t     - 100,000 

Befides  many  other  receipts,    particulairly  in 

*  When  the  trade  with  China  is  in  good  progrefs,  as  with 
other  neighbouring  countries,  it  amounts  mach  higher,  probaUy 
to  two  millions. 

f  The  tribute  in  furs  paid  by  fundry  nations  I  comprehend 
under  the  poll-tax  and  obrok. 

Y  3  natural 
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natural  prodiiflg,  which  are  not  here  fpecified. 
Accordingly  \W2  h^ve  now  a  fefult  of  upwards,  of 
forty-fix- millious  ;  though  appearances  give  room 
to  fuppofe  that  the  receipts  are  not  eftiinated  to 
their  full  amount*.  But  allowing  that  feveral 
articles  produce  rather  lels,  yet  there  remains  ex- 
cdedingly  more  than  foreigners  (generally  from 
conjeftures  without  foundation  or  knowledge  of 
the  matter)  hafe  hitherto  dated.  That  the  reve- 
nues cannot  amount  to  much  lefs,  is  manifeft 
from  the  incontrovertible^  fafts  which  have  been 
adduced;  however,  ex  abundant!,  it  may  be 
illuftrated  by  an  inftance  taken  from  another 
point  of  view.  To ^  this  end  let  us  feleft  three 
governments  which  are  not  among  the  largeft 
either  as  to  fuperficial  contents  or  to  the  number 
of  their  inhabitants,  namely,  thofe  of  Reval, 
Riga,  and  Perme.  In  the  two  firft  are  found 
neither  of  the  produftive  monopolies  of  the 
crown,  viz.  the  fale  of  brandy  and  fait,  nor 
mines ;  and  bcfides  they  are  the  fmallcft  in  the 
whole  empire*  But  the  government  of  Riga  in 
the  year  1785  brought  in  above  U  millions,  and 
that  of  Reval,  being  the  Icaft,  in.  1787  about 
three  hundred  thoufand  rubles.  From  that  of 
Perme  the  receipts  are  at  prefcnt  calculated  to  be 
above  3}  millions.     Now  confider  the  number, 

*  On  making  a  calculation  fome  time  ago  with  an  intelligem 
man*  we  brought  the  produce  to  upwards  of  forty-eight  milli- 
cns>  though  ever}'  particular  was  very  moderately,  rated. 

the 
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the  dimenfions;   and  the  revenues  of  the  other 
governments*. 

.  The  national  revenue,  therefore^  far  exceeds 
tliat  of  moil  other  countries  in  Europe,  and  is. 
amply  fufficient,  not  only  to  anfwer  all  the  ex- 
pences  of  government,  but  alfo  to  afford  conr 
fiderable  fums  for  the  benefit  and  embellifhment 
of  the  empire,  though  the  late  emprels  remitted 
many  taxes,   and  abolifhed  feveral  mpnopolies.  ^ 

With .  the  farther  increafe  of  commerce  it  will 

-  «  '  ... 

naturally  keep  equal  pace.  — But  if  we- take  into, 
the  account  the  military  fervice  performed*  by 
feme  nations,  among  others  of  the ,  Don-kozaks 
and  their  numerous  branches,  or  the  great  f  favings 
arifing  from  the  nature  of  the  government  a^d 

tlie  habits  of  the  peoplci  and  regard  them,  as  we 

*  ■ 

•  Here  miglity  perhaps^  be  a  proper  place  to  rabjoin  fome 
fiirther  obfervations  on  the  public  burdens  or  taxes ;  this  will 
be  done  after^rards  if  room  can  be  fpared  for  that  pnrpofe. 

f  Among  thefe  are  not  only  the  fmall  pay  of  the  ibldiers  and 
failors,  bat  alfo  many  other  particulars.  Thus,  the  whole  of, 
the  vaft  multitude  of  the  uralian  Kozaks,  for  all  their  military 
ftrvices  on  the  frontiers  of  thatiideof  the  empire,  8cc:  receive 
of  the  crown  no  more  than  an  annual  pay  of  five  thoufand  rubles, 
and  a  few  prefents  when  they  bring  fiih  to  Peterfburg :  in  re** 
tiira»  the  abundant  filhery  in  the  river  Ural  is  granted  to  them, 
(which  fome  merchants  are  faid  to  have  offered  to  take  by 
contra^  at  the  fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand  rubles,)  by  means 
of  which  they  are  enabled  to  pafs  their  days  in  idlene(«,  jollity, 
and  laxury,  and  think  themfelves  richly  paid. 

Y  4  properly 
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properly  Alay,  as  part  of  the  revenue,  vre  (hall  find 
the  amount  to  be  greater  by  fome  millions. 

The  national  ejcpenditure  ought  reafonably  now 
to  be  fet  againft  the  receipts,  and  both  compared 
together ;  but  to  this  t  find  tnyfelf  not  competent, 
and  muft,  therefore,  make  a  feMr  brief  femafkd 
fiiffice.  ^^  In  general  it  may  be  affirmed,  that  in 
drawing  a  compaf  ifon  between  Ruflia  and  other 
cilropean  nations  it  exhibits  a  ftriktn^  dififerencc 
ih  regard  to  natibnal  fexpences*.  What  in  other 
countries'  demands  enormous  fums,  can  fometimes 
in  Ruflil  be  accomplifhed  at  much  lefs  than  the 
half:  only  compare  the  many  great  fortrcffcs 
in  France,  or  the  pay  of  failors  in  England  and. 
Holland,  with  thofe  in  Ruffia,  where  the  cheap- 
riefe  of  provifions  and  other  neceflkries,  tbe  mul- 
tiplicity of  the  produds,  the  low  pay,  the  fervices 
to  be  performed  without  wages,  and  feveral  other 
things  occafioh  very  corifiderable  favingS.  — 
However  it  muft  be  obferved  on  the  other  hand, 
that  the  prefent  national  expenditure  in  Ruffia  is 
widely  difi^erent  from  what  it  formerly  was:  to 
convince  us  of  this  we  need  only  turn  our  eyes 
to  the  numeronfs  fleets,  the  augmentations  of  the 
army,  the  many  fumptuous  eftablifliments,  the 
embelliihments  of  the  refidettce,  the  ereftidii  and 
fupport  of  a  great  number  of  hew  towns,  the  bene- 

•  One  of  the  firll  is,  that,  for  infiance,  in  fome  countries, 
where  the  national  income  k  very  great,  the  fai'ajor  part  of  it 
goes  to  pay  the  intcreft  of  the  national  debt, 

ficial 
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the  provkdal  goyemments,  and  a  thoufand  other 
things,  in  compafifon  of  the  expences  of  the  im- 
perial treafiify  in  for nier  reigns.  It  is  not  there- 
fore  furprifing  that  ncAv^  fources  of  revenue  were 
neceffary  for  meeting  tbefe  expences.  Ho\v  many 
millions  have  been  fp^nt  upon  the  colottifts! 
What  fums  are  noiv  required  by  the  numerous 
places  of  education,  cadet*-corp^,  fchools,  the 
making  of  new  roads,  for  itiftance  that  from 
Peterlburg^  to  Mofcp,  &c.  Even  the  piinifters  at 
foreign  courts  are  increafed  in  number ;  and  how 
many  confuls  did  Catharine  II.  keep  in  feveral 
j>laces  where  formerly  there  were  none !  Thq 
penfions,  likewifc,  at  prefcnt*  require  more  than 
formerly,  as  there  are  two  new  orders  of  knight- 
hood inllituted  who  receive  them.  —  From  this 
Curfory  view  it  appears,  indeed,  that  the  n^itional 
expences  mull  be  very  great,  but.  tjie  aftwal 
amount  of  them  cannot  be  accurately  gij^en  by 
any  private  individual,  probably  not  even  by  the 
high-treafurer  of  the  empire  f. 
.'  That 

*  Even  in  the  penlions  there  arc  certain  favings  in  Ruflia. 
It  often  happens  that  fuperannuated  officers  requefl,  inlbead 
of  St  penfion,  to  be  placed  in  fome  garrifon,  whefc,  tfaougii 
with  lefs  pay,  they  live  at  greater  eafe  and  at  a  mach  fmaller 
expcnce.  Others  obtain^  in  lieu  of  a  penfion,  a  piece  of  crown 
land  on  paying  the  arende.  Others  again  are  allowed  an  annual 
prefent  out  of  the  revenues  arifing  from  the  oecoiiom^-boors. 

f  There  are  national  expences  which  arc  ncVdt  fubHclf 
knoxvn^  at  leaft  are  Viever  named  in  the  eftimatea  according 

X  to 
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That  the  ereftion  and  fupport  of  the  govern-* 
itients,  on  account  of  the  great  number  of  officers 
on  ftipends,  muft  occafion  to  the  crown  an  annual 
cxpence  of  fbme  millions,  of  which  nothing  was 
heretofore  known,  needs  not  to  be  inlifted  on. 
It  may  be  illuftntted  by  an  example  drawn  from 
the  five  following  governments.      That  of  St 
Pcterfburg,    including   the  military  commands, 
cofts  annually  .144, 450  rubles;    that  of  Vyborg 
113,663;  that  of  Reval,  about  108,000;  that  of 
Riga  in  albert-dollars  aijd  ruffian  coin  together 
about   168,000;    and  that   of    Perme   161,947 
rubles.  — For  the  army  eftabliihment,  according 
to  the  declaration  of  a  late  member  of  the  college 
of  war,  abo^rt  the  year  1764,  was  near  upon  nine 
millions;  the  commiffaries  of  provifion  received 
JZ, 300, 000   rubles:    whether  this    fum    be    ftill 
fufficient,  as  the  army  is  much  increafed,  I  can- 
not fay,  but  probably  it  is,  becaufe  by  the  new 
Regulations  many  expences  are  avoided.  **-  But 
the  fum  formerly  allot1:ed  to  the  marine  of  one 
million  two  hundred  thoufand  cannot  now  in  any 
degree  fuffice,  is  manifeft  from  the  brief  reprefen- 
tation  already  given. 

It  is  certain  that  the  expences  of  various  kinds 
would  be  remarkably  diminifhcd,  (and  the  it* 


to  their  application  to  particular  views  of  ^ovenunent. 
Sums  that  occaHonally  pais  through  the  lands  of  a  foreign 
iiunifler«  &c« 

ceipts 
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ceijits  at  the  fame  time  be  increafed, )  if  all  the 
people  in  office  would  faithfully  manage  the  furas 
that  pafii  through  their  hands  as  their  duty  re- 
quires. Formerly  the  crown  was  fubje6l  to  great 
loffes  (as  is  the  cafe  more  or  lefs  in  all  countries) 
by  negligence*  and  likewife  by  fraud f. — So 
likewife  would  the  national  revenue  be  greater  in 
itfelf  if  certain  defe^ls  and  diiadvantages  could  be 
entirely  avoided.     For,  not  to  mention  the  great 

*  Thus,  hay  is  (bmetiines  bought  at  a  high  price  on  the 
crown's  account ;  and»  not  being  wanted  for  immediate  ufc, 
is  fufFcrcd  to  lie  expofed  to  the  weather  till  it  is  entirely 
fpoik.  So  it  frequently  fares  with  the  deliveries  of  meal  in 
inat*facks. 

+  One  inHance  may  ferve  out  of  ten  thouiand.  An  officer 
(by  birth  a  German)  had  a  large  magazine  under  his  care, 
which  brought  him  in  coniiderable  profit.  Being  called  to 
town  to  deliver  his  accounts,  on  the  journey  the  public-houfe 
wherehe  had  put  op  for  the  night  took  fire  (who  fet  it  on  fire 
need  not  be  mentioned).  He  proved  the  burning  of  the  houfe, 
lamented  that  hii  books  were  ^  burnt  in  it,  md  was  difmififed 
without  farther  proCefsl  — -  In  the  feven-years-war  a  contrador» 
who  was  bargaining  with  a  general  for  a  delivery  of  meal, 
demanded  by  far  too  high  a  price.  On  being  chid  for  having 
the  afTarance  to  aik  fo  exorbitantly,  excufed  himfelf  by  faying, 
that  he  could  reckon  on  but  a  very  moderate  profit,. as  he  muft 
make  a  number  of  prefents  before  he  could  hop6  to  touch  the 
money;  firfl  to  get  the  contrad  approved  and  figned;  thea 
that  no  fknlt  (hould  be  found  with  the  meal  on  its  delivery : 
next  to  get  the  proper  receipt  for  it ;  afterwards  to  obtain  an 
order  for  payment ;  and,  laftly,  to  procure  the  money  without 
drefome  delays^and  evafions.  It  was  faid  that  fach  tranfadions 
latterly  became  lefs  frequent. 

arrears 
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arrears  m  the  cbrok  and  poll-tax,  or  in  other 
matters,  both  the  fea  and  land  cufioms  fufFera 
confiderable  defalcation  by  finuggling,  which,  in 
fpite  of  all  precautions  hitherto  employed,  flou- 
tiflies  here  as  much,  at  leaft,  as  in  other  countries. 
In  the  mean  time  the  great  number  of  frontier- 
furveyors  and  frontier-riders  appointed  for  the 
fuppreflion  of  it  coft  the  imperial  treafury  con- 
fiderable fums.  —  It  has  foractimes  fonnerly  hap- 
pened, that  either  merchants  or  perfons  in  office, 
by  their  manner  of  proceeding,  or  by  accident, 
have  interrupted  the  trade  with  fome  of  the  neigh- 
bouring nations,  and  thereby  brought  a  fenfiblc 
detriment  to  the  cuftoms,  and  indeed  to  fever^ 
provinces.  —  However,  during  the  reign  of  her 
late  majefty  feveral  former  diminutions  of  the 
revenue  were  checked  by  prudent  meafures,  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  amount  very  much  increafed. 
One  n^ethod  was  by  putting  a  flop  to  the  pradice 
of  farming  ont  the  duties,  &c. 

Concerning  the  national  debt  miftakes  are  alfo 
gone  abroiad.  Some  authors  have  eftimated  it  at 
forty  millions  of  rubles;  but  this  ftateraent  is 
erroueous.  Bufching  gives  it  accurately  from  a 
manifefio  of  June  28,  1 786,  in  which  the  emprefi 
fays,  that  by  wars,  by  the  augmentation  of  the 
forces  by  fea  and  land,  as  well  as  by  coftly  under- 
takings to  the  incalculable  benefit  of  the  empire^ 
an  expcncc  has  beeji  already   incurred  to  the 

amount 


RHVENVCS   OF   THE   EMPIRE,  S33 

t 

amount  of  fix  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand 
rubles.  Which  debt  was  to  be  liquidated  in  the 
middle  of  the  year  1 795  *.  When  this  is  com- 
pared with  the  formidable  national  debt  in  other 
countries  of  Europe,  and  at  the  fame  time  regard 
is  had  to  the  large  revenues  of  Buffia,  it  is 
evidently  a  mere  trifle, 

*  Not  by  neW'  taxe8>  aa  in  many  other  countries,  but  by  thp 
fifrpli^es  ari^ng  from  the  ordinary  national  revenues* 


336-  IMPERIAL   COLLEGES, 

dignity,  and  fplendor.  However,  an  imperial  col* 
lege  by  no  means  refeui^IeSjP,  parliament,  liaving 
authority,  or  at  Icaft  which  might  venture,  to  fet 
afi'de  the  edi6ts  it  received,  And  delay  their  execu- 
tion. Indeed,  as  has  been  already  iliewn,  by  the 
decjr^e  of  Pet^r  I.  aud  the  regulations  adopted  by 
the  late  emprefs,  if,  on  the  emiffion  of  any  com- 
mand or  law,  they  wifli  to  fubmit  fpme  weighty 
points  for  confiderajioji  by  way  of  remonftrance, 
it  is  permitted  them  to  do  fo,  and  to  defer  the  ex- 
ecution till  the  final  refolution  be  obtained ;  when, 
if  the  commanci  be  repealed,  no  fartlwr  delay 
enfues. 

Moft  of  the  imperial  colleges,  iis  will  readily  be 
fuppofed,  are  in  the  refidencc,  in  the  vicinity,  and 
as  it  were  under  the  eye  of  the  fovereign  ;  many 
of  them,  however,  hav^  their  fe^'^eral  diftm^l  de- 
partments at  Mofco,  and  fome  have  even  their 
principal  fcflion  there :  either  becaufe  that  capital 
was  formerly  alfo  the  refidencc,  and  therefore  ftiH 
enjoys  fome  privileges ;  or  as  being  thought  more 
convenient  for  tlie  difpatch  of  particular  affairs, 
—  Moreover,  the  imperial  colleges  are  of  two 
kinds,  fome  being  co-ordinate  with  each  other, 
and  others  fubordihate.  In  their  halls  of  affem-^ 
Wy  at  the  upper  end  of  the  table  (lands  a  chair  of 
ftate  under  a.  canopy  for  th<?  fovpr^ign,  as  a  fen- 
fiWe  token  of  that  autliority  prefKliug  there,  ^ 
conilant .  fuggeftion  to  the.  a^mblcd  members^ 


and  a  magnificence  excitwig  awe*.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  colleges'  fit  at  the  fides  of  the  tables, 
as  does  the  prefident  likewife. — In  the  imperial, 
colleges  is  a  procureur,  or  upper-procureur,  but 
in  the  fepate  9.  general  procureun  The  procu- 
reur fit^  in  one  corner  of  the  hall ;  in  another  the 
fecr^tary  or  upper  fecretary,;  neither  of  whom 
have  properly  aijy  yoice  in  the  tranfaftions  f ;  but 
the  former  muft  obferve  that  nothing  is  done 
contrary  to  law;  and  therefore  it  i«  his  bufincfs  to 
remind  the  afl'eipbly  during  their  confultatiolis  of 
the  particular  laws  that  relate  to  the  matter  before 
them  33  occafiw  may  require.  No  fentence  is 
valid,  or  c^n  he  fent  abroad  without  his  figna- 
ture.  If  the  prpcureur,  e.  g.  in  the  fenate,  per- 
ceives fome  jcontrary  reafons,  he  reprefents  them 
-to  the  depaitmenC;  if  they  prove  of  no  avail,  h^ 

*  In  all  the  inferior  courts  a  triangular  figtire  of^  ^brafs  tar- 
mounted  with  an  imperial  crown  is  placed  upon  the  table^  of 
the  (ame  nature  with  the  mace  belonging  to  bodies  corporate  in 
England,  as  a  fymboi  of  the  authority  by  which  the  fittings  are  ' 
held.  On  the  three  faces  of  this  triangle  are  infcribed  the  ukafes 
of  Peter  I.  concerning  judges  and  parties.  Whoever  behaved 
difrefpe£lfully  or  improperly  before  this  figure,  is  confidered  as 
having  behaved  fo  in  prefence  of  the  fovereign. 

f  In  the  lower  courts,  where  new  judges  are  chofeh  ever/ 
three  y<iars,  the  fecretary  muft  prefent  this  members  of  the  court 
with  the  laws  that  ferve  to  the  declfion  of  the  cafes  that  comtf 
before  them*  This,  together  with  long  experience,  &c.  may 
give  him  at  times  a  certain  degree  of  influence,  and  that  even 
in  fuperior  courts. 
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delivers  them  to  the  general  procureur,  who  may, 
if  he  pleafe,  lay  the  matter  before  the  affembled 
fen  ate.  —  Belonging  to  all  the  colleges  are  not 
only  a  great  number  of  chancery-officers,  as  fe- 
cretaries,  archivifts,  cancellerifts,  writers,  &c.  fince 
there  is  a  prodigious  deal  of  writing* ;  but  every 
one  of  the  fuperior  has  its  own  printing-office,  as 
well  as  its  phyficians  iu  ordinary. 

Peter  the  great  is  allowed  on  all  hands  to  have 
accompliflied  much ;  but  it  was  not  poffible  for 
him  to  introduce  every  thing  at  once.  Under 
his  fucccflbrs  in  many  rcfpefts  but  little  was  done: 
perhaps  like  wife  abufes  might  creep  in  from  the 
undivc  cxercife  of  power  by  a  particular  college, 
or  the  ufurpations  or  the  negligence  of  fome  per- 
fons  who  had  arrived  at  the  fummit  of  confe- 
quence  f.  This  it  was  that  fuggefted  to'  Catha- 
rine II.  the  ncccfiity  for  making  many  alterations, 
and  for  adopting  new  regulations.  —  Likewife  by 
the  introduftion  of  the  provincial  governments 

•  In  ino  other  country  in  the  world  perhaps  aro^  the  offices 
even  of  the  inferior  courts,  fo  thronged  with  clerks,  and  no 
where  is  there  fo  much  writing  as  in  Ruffia.  —  Neverthelcfs  it 
b  pretended  that  formerly  in  every  chancery  an  adequate  regu- 
larity did  not  always  prevail.  — On  urgent  occafions,  after  mak- 
ing ftria  fearch  for  papers,  plans,  admeafurements,  and  a  thoa- 
fand  other  things,  they  could  not  be  found  in  their  proper 
places.    ' 

f  One  inllance  happened  undeir  thcemprefs  Elizabeth,  which 
excited  great  attention  in  regard  to  the  city  of  Irkutlk,  on 
which  occafion  a  very  upright  governor  was  made  a  {kcrlfice. 

fevcral 
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fcveral  of  the  former  colleges  became  lefs  neceflary, 
and  others  quite  fuperfluous :  accordingly  fome 
have  entirely  ceafed  to  aft ;  others  are  only  em- 
ployed about  long-depending  caufes;  of  many 
the  public  knows  not  whether  they  are  continued 
or  aboliflied,  or  whether  they  have  undergone  any 
changes :  therefore  no  accurate  account  can  now 
be  given  of  them  *.  —  In  general  it  is  not  to  be 
expefted  that  I  fhould  deliver  a  circumftantial 
defcription  of  every  college,  its  members,  its 
concernments,  &c.  but  fuch  brief  accounts  as  the 
nature  of  the  work  allows,  will  be  found  in  the 
following  fe6lions. 


SECTION    11. 

The  Council  and  the  Cabinet. 

» 

In  common  language  neither  of  them  are 
reckoned  among  the  imperial  colleges ;  yet  in 
many  refpefts  they  may  be  confidered  as  fuch. 

*  It  IS  not  therefore  to  be  wondered  at  that  Bufching  fpeaks 
doubtfully  of  varibus  colleges,  without  afcertalning  whether 
they  be  abolifhed  or  flill  in  beings  -*-  In  like  manner  I  mention 
fome  that  exifted  formerly  and  are  now  abolifhed^  but  feveral 
doubtfully,  for  want  of  b^ing  able  to  obtain  fatisfa£kory  ac- 
counts. Therefore,  it  will  not  juftly  be  imputed  to  negligence^ 
if  each  college  does  not  appear  exaflly  in  its  right  place,  or  if 
fome  comptoirs  are  entirely  paiTed  over* 

z  2  Both 


340  IMPERIAL   COl^LtOZS. 

Both  of  them  met  in  the  palace,  depended  upon 
the  emprefe,  afted  under  her  eyes,  received  im- 
mediately her  orders,  and  were  in  a  manner  the 
places  where  all  things  were  originally  fubmitted  to 
her  decifion  and  publiflied  as  her  decrees. 

During  the  reign  of  Peter  I.  neither  of  them 
were  known  :  all  orders  were  then  iffued  from  the 
fenate,  as  the  ftiprcme  college  of  the  empire, 
where  he  was  frequently  prefent  and  perfonally 
prefided.  The  empreffes  Catharine  I.  and  Anna 
departed  from  this  praftice :  they  erefted  a  cabi- 
net, confifting,  under  their  prefidence,  of  the  two 
chancellors,  and  perhaps  a  couple  of  cabinet-mi- 
nifters ;  and  hence  the  imperial  commands  were 
difpatchedto  the  fenate*,  which  was  ft  ill  neceflary 
to  be  done.  This  was  altered  again  by  the  em- 
prefs  Elizabeth,  as  fhe  always  was  fedulous  to  re- 
tain every  regulation  that  had  been  made  by  her 
father  :  »flie  removed  the  cabinet;  and,  .by  a  ma- 
nifefto,  Dec.  12,  1 74 1 ,  reftored  to  the  fenate  that 
confequence  which  it  had  in  the  reign  of  Peter  L 

The  emprefs  Catharine  II.  on  her  afcending 
the  throne  faw  very  weighty  reafons  for  giving  a 
quite  different  conformation  to  the  fenate,  and 
alfo  thought  it  for  the  advantage  of  government 
to  ereft  a  council  and  a  cabinet. 

The  COUNCIL  was  ftyled  in  rufi,   her  imperial 

*  It  deemed  to  lofe  fotnewhat  by  this,  as  having  now  no  (hare 
in  the  promulgatioTi  of  decrees,  and  confequently  no  longer  re- 
prefemed  the  true  imperial  privy-couneil» 

majefty's 
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iftajefty'*  council.  It  was  compofed  of  the  prin- 
cipal officers  and  perfons  of  the  citipire,  namely, 
of  general  feldt-marflials,  generals  in  chief,  fena- 
tors,  and  adual  privy-connfeUors :  at  prefent  they 
arc  fourteen  in  number;  the  fifteenth  fills  the 
place  of  a  chancery-direftor^  and  has  a  fecretaiy 
under  him.  The  vice-chancellor  of  the  empire  is 
a  member  of  this  council  (the  poft  of  grand- 
chancellor  is  fometimes,  as  at  prelent,  vacant). 

The  CABINET,  to  which  belongs  the  care  of  the 
fovereign's  -private  affairs  or  concerns,  as  likewife 
the  reception  of  petitions,  confifts  generally  of 
ten  perfons,  the  high  ileward  of  the  houfehold, 
privy-counfellors,  major-genffrals,  jand  ftate-coun- 
fellors,  with  their  feveral  fiibordinate  officers  and 
chanceries.  It  alfo  examines  difpatches,  paffes 
accounts,  &c.  takes  cognizance  of  the  produce  of 
iilver-mines,  &c. — Whoever  is  not  fatisfied  with 
a  decifion  of  the  fenate,  may  appeal  by  petition  to 
the  cabinet ;  and  in  this  refpefl  it  does  the  offifce 
of  a  fupreme  tribunal,  in  which  the  fovereign  in 
per£sm  deckb^ 

In  extraordinary  cafes  it  fometimes  happenss 
that  a  fj^cial  high  c6«rt  of  juftice  is  appointed, 
not  fubordinate  to  the  fenate  but '^  immediately 
under  the  fovereign.  Tlie  prefidents  are  ufually 
taken  from  the  imperial  colleges  and  other  emi- 
nent ftations,  and  likewiie  ftom  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  fynod*.     Where  the  alleged  offence  Is 

«    *  Only  as  (]»ir4t«al  ptrfons  they  never  put  iJieir  hand  to  « 
ientenet  of  de^ht     • 

Z  3  of 


34:3  IMPERIAL    COLLEGES, 

m 

of  an  extremely  heinous  nature  *,  the  examina^- 
tion  is  firft  made  by  particular  perfons  appointed 
for  that  purpofe,  and  the  protocol  is  laid  before 
the  commiffioners  for  their  judgment  We  have 
feen  occ^fionally  a  commiffion  appointed  for  cauf- 
ing  plans  to  be  drawn  up  of  important  inftitutions 
in  contemplatioii,  as  that,  among  others,  which 
the  late  emprefs  called  together  fome  years  ago  to 
confider  on  the  ftate  of  the  mines.  On  fuch  and 
various  other  occafions  the  appointment  of  a  copi- 
ipuffion  feems  highly  neceffary  f. 


s 


SECTION    III. 
The  two  fupreme  Imperial  Colleges. 

IN  common  acceptation  there  Is  but  one;  namely, 
the  directing  fenate,  as  that  which  iffues  its  orders 
to  all  the  other  colleges  and  boards,   but  receives 

*  Such,  for  example,  as  were  thofe  of  Mirovitch  and  Pix- 
gatflief. 

+  The  late  vice-chancellor  count  Panin  frequently  declared 
his  diflike  to  all  comminjons ;  be  thonght  it  more  fuitable  ip 
the  due  courfe  of  law,  that  every  caufe  fhould  come  before  its 
proper  court.  But  that  cannot  be  done  in  all  cafes :  one  proof 
of  it  is  in  the  abovementioned  ftate  of  the  mines>  into  which 
many  diforders  had  foond  their  way>  which  the  mine-college 
could  not  redlify.  —  Even  in  masters  of  lefs  moment  commiiiiQas 
and  boards  of  inquiry  are  appointed  in  all  countries,  fiut  in 
Rufiia  cales  often  happen  wh^re  two  oir  three  courts  mnfl  decide 
in  common ;  and  then  they  aft  the  part  of  a  foipimiffion. 

»oae 


SUPREME    COLLEGES.  343   . 

none  except  from  tlie  fovereign ;  having  in  reality 
a  great  authority  and  high  confideraiion.  Yet  in 
fome  refpefts  the  fynod  fhould  l^e  confidered  as  on 
a  par  with  it,  as  being  likewife  fubjeft  to  no  other 
college,  but  receives  orders  from  the  fovereign 
alone.  Both  require  a  fomewhat  more  precife 
account. 

1.  The  DIRECTING  SENATE  was  conftit^tcd  by 
the  emperor  Peter  I.  who  raifed  it  alfo  to  the  . 
rank  of  the  fupreme  or  higheft  college  of  the  em- 
pire*. By  an  ukafc  of  the  1 5th  of  December 
1 763,  (which  the  fenate  piibliflied  under  the  date 
of  January  12,  1764,)  the  late  emprefs  new-mo- 
delled it  entirely,  commanding  that  it  ihould 
thenceforwards  confill  of  fix  departments,  each 
of  which  to  h^ve  its  allotted  bufinefs,  but  neither 
to  take  precedence  of  the  other :  four  of  tbefe  are 
in  Peterfburg,  and  the  other  two  in  Mofco. 
Each  ilTues  its  orders,  and  fends  them  to  the  infe^ 
rior  courts  '\,     The  nomination  and  the  number  of 

the 

*  The  exad  day  of  its  inilitution^  as  we  find  it  in  the  accoanC 
of  SchcremetoPs  life,  was  the  25th  of  February  171 1,  in  the  ca- 
lendar of  the  academy  of  fcicnces  for  the  year  1790  it  is  accor- 
dingly faid  to  have  exifled  feventy>nine  years ;  whereas  our 
country nian  captain  Perry,  who  was  then  'u^the  country,  teljs 
us  that  it  was  inilituted  at  Mofco  in  1709,  and  called  to  Feterf*. 
burg  in  17 1 2,  and  that  at  firft  it  confided  of  nine  boyars.  —  In 
£sL^  it  feems  to  have  been  erecied  in  the  place  of  the  old  boyars. 

t  As  each  of  the  $x  departments  iffues  decrees  in  that  be- 
longing to  it,  (which  are  uniformly  called  fenate-ukafes,)  it  is 
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the  members  depended  foWy  Oft  tJw;  efhpfeft :  Itt 
the  year  1786  the  firft  department  conMed  of 
nine,  and  the  fecond  of  fix  members;  in  1789 
the  firft  had  fifteen,  the  fecond  nine,  Thefe  fit, 
as  no  prefident  or  vice-prefidetit  is  ever  chofen, 
according  to  their  rank  and  feniority.  They 
have  always  been  men  of  high  rank,  diftinguifhed 
generals,  privy-counfellors,  princes,  c6uQt%  &c. 
By  an  ukafe  of  Peter  I.  if  the  monarch  !|£^  ^pr 
jjointed  no  others,  governors  are  principally  to 
Imve  feats  in  the  fenate,  as  being  already  convert 
fant  in  ftate  affairs.  This  fometimes  ft  ill  happens, 
as  not  many  years  fince  a  governor  obtained  the 
place  of  a  fenator*;  moreover,  every  generaU 
governor,  by  various  edi6):s  in  virtue  of  his 
office,  is  a  membeir  of  the  fenate,  at  leaft  is  re- 
garded as  an  extraordinary  member,  for  on  his 
coming  into  the  refidence,  he  may  appear  in  the 
fenate,  and  there  give  his  vote. 
'  This  fupreme  imperial  college,  which  the  em- 
frefs,  in  her  Inftruftion  to  the  legiflative  com-? 
miffion,  feft.  xxvi.  ftyles  the  fancluary  of  the 
laws,  can  ilTue  orders  to  any  other  imperial  college. 


impoilible  for  ^  private  indivi4ual«  even  in  thb  heart  of  tbe 
l-efidence*  to  inform  himfelf  of  all  the  new  ftatates  and  or- 
dinances :  only  fome  few  of  them  being  publiOied  through  the 
f>rers. 

*  The  word  fenator  is  adopted  into  the  ni/fian  language.    . 

and 
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and  receiy*  reports  from  them  (the  fynod  alone 
16  an  e:4GC|)tiort  to  thife,  to  which  however  the 
ftftate  in  certdin  cafe5  itiay  fiiake  a  fort  of  requeft) : 
it  publilhes  the  laws  and  cd\&s  received  frmn  the 
iftonarch,  aftd  jw^ovides  for  their  execution ; 
returns  a  decifive  anfwer  to  the  qiy^ftions  fent  in 
by  the  courts  or  governors  in  doubtful  cafed; 
appoints  to  many  confiderable  pofts  in  the  vice- 
royalties  ;  Advances,  in  the  name  of  the  emprefs, 
meritoriow  civil-officers  to  higher  rank  • ;  and  is 
the  higheft  tribunal  to  which  appeal  can  be  made : 
for  none  can  either  appeal  from  its  decrees  f  nor 
complain  of  them ;  but  whoever  is  diffatisfied 
with  it*  fentence,  has  no  other  rcfource  than  to 
prefent  hfe  petttton  to  the  cabinet  J,  as  before 
obferved. 

A  very 

*  At  prefent  far  more  titlei,  but  to  which  no  adual  farvtce 
or  pay  arc  annexed,  are  conferred  than  formerly>  for  inKanc^ 
Sliat  of  a  college-fecretary,  titular  or  adlual  counfellors,  college* 

f  Accofdinfly  the  cmptefe  fays  in  her  InftruAion,  &€• 
feSL  xcix.  that  the  appeal  to  the  ibrereign  ouglit  always  to  be 
rendered  difficult. 

t  Then  the  emprefs  ufed  (though  not  always,  as  it  de- 
peaded  on  her)  to  transfer  th6  cafe  adjudged  by  one  dftpatu 
flieitt  to  the  wfade  feaate  for  their  decMoA.  If  the  a^embly 
pronounced  a  unanimous  fenten<!e,  then  no  hop6  remained'  ttf 
the  lofing  party  of  any  alteration  from  the  fovereign.  But  if 
fiidy  one  fenator  judged  otherWife,  then  a  gleott  of  hope 
was  left.  Some  have  gone  from  the  whole  lenate  (thA 
^leaum)  with  a  petition  to  the  cabinet ;  yet  I  know  of  but 
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A  very  important,  and  indeed  it  may  be  faid, 
the  mod  important  perfon  in  the  fenate  is  the 
general  procureur,  who  can  oppofe  the  refolutions 
paifed  by  any  one  of  the  departments,  prevent  their . 
execution,  and  convene  the  whole  fenate  together 
to  pronounce^  upon  them ;  and  has,  befides, 
under  his  care  a  great  number  of  important 
aifairs. 

In  the  fenate  are  kept  the  archives  of  the. 
empire ;  and  various  official  comptoirs  and  chan- 
ceries belong  to  it  or  depend  upon  it.  Thefe  are, 
the  office  of  imperial  treafurer,  or  ^  the  prefent 
board  of  the  imperial  revenues,  M^hich  has  four 
departments,  with  particular  comptoirs*  for  the 
dilburfements  and  for  the  furplulfes  (or  as  they 
fay  in  Ruffia,  the  over-remaining  fums) ;  then,, 
the  board  of  admeafurement  of  the  country  and 
the  frontiers,  with  chancery  and  comptoir,  which 
the  late  emprefs  appointed  ;  the  office  of  general 
requeft  matter,  the  herald-mafter's  comptoir,  &c 
But,  in  the  two  departments  at  Mofco  the  rofi^d- 
archives,  containing  the  family  proofs  of  all  thq 
nobility,  have  been  hitherto  kept. 


one  inflance  where  the  emprefs  znade  any  alteration  in  the 
decree  of  the  fenate,  in  order  to  fhew  a  lavour  to  all  the  per* 
fons  concerned. 

♦  Sach  an  one  is  the  prefent  ftate-comptoir  as  a  divifion  of 
what  is  called  the  kafnatfchedvo,  for  paying  out  the  fums  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  various  peterfburg-departments^  &c. 

2.  Th(j 


SUPREME   COLLIIGES. 


347 


2.  The  HOLY  DIRECTING  SYNOD,  the  fupremc 
fpiritual  court  of  the  ruffo-greek  church.  In  the 
year  1 789  this  high  college  confifted  of  one  me- 
tropolitan, one  archbifliop,  one  bifhop,  one  proto- 
pope  (the  imperial  confeflbr),  one  archimandrit, 
one  protopope  (of  the  feculars),  one  upper-pro- 
cureur,  one  chief-fecretary,  one  executor,  three 
fecretaries,  one  protocolift,  and  one  ftaff-furgeon ; 
abfent  members  were,  one  metropolitan,  two  ar.ch- 
bifhops,  one  bifliop.  At  the  lynodal  comptoir  at 
Mofco  at  that  time  were  one  metropolitan,  one 
archprieft  of  the  fecular  clergy,  one  procureur, 
and  one  fecretary.  In  the  fpiritual  commiffion, 
one  metropolitan,  one  archbifhpp,  one  priVy- 
counfellor,  and  one  fecretary  *  have  their  feats.  — ■ 
Under  the  authority  of  the  fynod  are  all  prelates, 
confiftories,  ecclefiaftics,  churches,  religious  booka^ 

&C. 


*  Befides  thefe  each  eparchy  has  its  own  confiftoi^  confi^ling 
of  one  archimandrit*  one  or  two  priors  (igaxneos)  and  fbme 
k^iizx  Qlcrgy. 
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SECTION    IV. 

The  reji  of  the  Imperial  Colleges^  tciik  Jcceral 

of  the  Chanceries,  8^c. 

xutr  are  in  a  manner  co-ordraate,  and  corre- 
fpond  with  each  other.  They  were  all  inftituted 
la,ter  than  the  fenate,  the  mod  antient  of  them 
dating  its  origin  about  the  year  I7I8.  In  re- 
ference to  the  foregoing  they  may  be  regarded  as 
colleges  of  the  fecond  clafs.  They  are  diftin- 
guiflied  from  all,  even  the  firft  courts  of  the  vice- 
royalties,  by  having  their  Iphere  of  aftion  not 
limited  to  a  fingle  government ;  and  likewife  in 
this,  that  they  do  not  firft  apply  to  the  fenate, 
but  diredly  to  the  foyereig^, 

L    The  COLLEGE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS,  which 

had  the  dire<5iion  of  minifterial  matters^  pays  the 
falaries  of  minifters  at  foreign  courts,  penfiofl% 
and  expences  of  envoys  abroad,  gives  paffports, 
&c.  In  all  public  lifts  it  ftands  before  the  reft. 
The  feats  here  are  occupied  by  the  vice-chancellor 
and  other  eminent  perfonages,  at  prefent,  for 
example,  the  fteward  of  the  houlhold,  two  a6lual 
ftate-counfellors,  and  feveral  ftate-counfellors,  and 
chancery-counfellors.  Befides  fourteen  perfons 
who  exercife  the  fecretariate,  twentj^-fix  tranflators 
^re  here  appointed,  with  feveral  other  chancery- 

officers. 
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oiSc^rs,  in  their  lifts  the  miniflers  abroad  in 
1786  ftood  in  the  following  order:  Warfaw, 
Vienna,  Paris,  Madrid,  Liibon,  Naples,  Drefden, 
Hague,  Turin,  London,  Ratifbon,  Frankfort  on 
the  Maine,  Berlin,  Copenhagen,  Stockholm, 
Hamburgh,  Eutin,  Mitau,  Venice,  Conftantino- 
pie,  Florence,  Munich,  Dantzick.  -r— Agents  or 
commiflioners  *,  were  likewife  kept  at  Genoa^ 
Maltha,  and  in  1789  aUb  in  Perfia. 

Hereto  may  be  properly  added  from  the  fame 
lifts  thoie  perfons  who  are  appointed  to  parts 
abroad,  on  acoount  of  commerce,  or  at  leaft 
under  that  title,  viz.  the  general  confuls  at 
Hamburgh,  Stockholm,  London,  Lift)on,  in 
Sicily,  at  Smyrna,  in  the  Archipelago,  in  Mol- 
davia, at  Corfu,  Oftende,  Salonichi,  Leghorn, 
Gibraltar,  Alexandria,  in  Albania,  Saida,  and 
the  other  places  in  Syria,  the  Morea  at  Raguza, 
fiourdeaux,  and  Venice.  —  2.  The  confuls, 
vice-confuls,  and  agents:  at  Sinope,  Elfmeur, 
Triefte,  Cadiz,  Otranto,  Marfeilles,  Rome,  and 
Civita-^vecchia,  Amfterdam,  Libau,  Lcipzik, 
Kccnigfbe^,  Lubek,  Kiel,  Dantzik,  Auglberg, 
Kefalonia,  Nice,  and  Villa-franca,  Zante,  in 
Dalmatia  Ancona,  in  Perlia  at  tlie  port  of 
Entfili,  in  Candia,  Cyprus,  Rhodes,  Chio,  Sa- 
mos,  at  Varna,  Porto-ferraio,  Negropontc,  San- 

*  The  raffian  term  povcrennuyc  I  do  not  here  pretend  to 
tranflate  accurately.  Agent  does  not  come  up  to  it,  as  that 
word  is  already  naturalized  in  the  ruffian  language. 

torini. 
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torini,  Bairut,  Damafcus,  Vindau,  in'th^  Dar- 
danelles, in  Moldavia,  and  at  Dunkirk. 

The  foreign  minifters,  refidents  and  agents  at 
the  imperial  court  of  Ruffia,  are  in  the  following 
alphabetical  order* :  from  Auftria,  Great  Britain, 
Venice,  Holland,  Denmark,  Spain,  Kartalinia, 
Naples,  Poland,  Portugal,  Pruffia,  Saxony,  Sar-^ 
dinia,  *  Tufcany,  France,  and  Sweden.  The  cities 
Lubek,  Hamburgh,  Bremen,  and  Dantzic,  keep 
one  genera!  agent. 

2.  The  COLLEGE  OF  WAR.  It  is  compofed 
partly  of  permanent  members,  and  partly  of  fuch 
as  are  changed.  Of  the  former  nunlber  is  the 
prefident  f ,  who  is  always  general  J  feldt-marlhal, 
though  this  place  has  been  fometimes  left  vacant; 
then  the  vice-preiidcnt,  which  poft  is  filled  by  a 
general  in  chief;  next  a  general  lieutenant  and  a 
general  major,  or  even  feveral  of  them.  The 
changeable  members  confift  likewifc  of  generals, 
who  are  taken  from  the  divifions  at  itated  times. 
To  the  chancery,  Sec.  belong  the  upper  fecretary, 
with  the  rank  of  a  colonel  in  the  army,  the 
general  controleur,  the  procureur,  general  auditor, 
upper  auditor,  executor,  feveral  fecretaries,  &c.— 

•  That  is,  according  to  the  ruffian  alphabet. 

f  Prince  Potemkin  filled  this  poft. 

J  Inftances  have  not  been  wanting  of  a  general  in  chief 
becoming  general  feldt-marfhal  fimply  by  obuining  the  office 
of  prefident. 

Tfau 


OTHER   tMt>EKIAL   COLLEGES.  351 

This  college  does  not  entirely  fupply  the  place  of 
a  minifter  at  war ;  it  even  has  nothing  to  do  with 
plans  of  operation,  which  belong  to  the  council 
alone :  however  its  bufinefs  is  extenfive  and  im- 
portant ;  it  relates  to  regulations  for  the  divifions, 
camps,  encampments,  and  head-quarters;  ad- 
vancements *,  difmiffions,  and  penfions  j  appoint- 
ment or  depofition  of  generals  and  officers ;  direc- 
tions for  the  payment  of  fums  required ;  and  a 
variety  of  other  matters.  Under  it  are  the  ac- 
comptaut's  office,  which  delivers  the  money  and 
articles  of  ammunition  to  the  divifions  and  regi- 
ments ;  the  general  viftualling-office,  the  office 
for  clothing  the  army,  the  military  cheft,  the 
manufa6lories  of  arms,  alfo  in  certain  refpe^ls 
the  quarter-mafter-general,  on  whom  the  artillery 
and  engineers  depend.  —  The  cadet-corps  is  not 
under  the  war-college.  —  It  has  a  particular 
office  in  Mofco. 

3.  The  ADMIRALTY  COLLEGE  has  its  prefi- 
dentf,  who  is  high-admiral,  avice-prefident,  and 
as  members,  admirals,  and  vice-admirals ;  in  the 
chancery,  a  procureur.  upper  fecretary,    general 

•  The  war-college  promotes  up  to  lieutenant-colonel^  but 
only  iigns  the  patent  of  fubaltern  ofHcers.  The  patents  offlaiT- 
officers  mud  be  fubmitted  to  the  fovereign  for  confirmation  and 
fignature.  All  generals  and  colonels  were  advanced  by  her 
majcfly.  —  The  fame  holds  good  with  Tcfpe£l  to  difmifTals  and 
'  refigaations. 

f  The  grand-duke  Paul  Pctrovitch  filled  that  ftation.- 

auditor- 
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auditor-lieutenant,   executor,    Sec. — In  its  pro- 
vince are  the  ihip-yards,  general  war-eommitra- 
riate,  the  ftore-office,  &c.  and  has  alfo  its  fubor- 
dinate  offices  *  at  various  places,  «,   Archangel, 
Cronftadt,   Kajsan,    Aftrakhan,    &c-— That  the 
4eet  in  the  Engine  is  not  under  its  authority  ka3 
been  already  mentioned  in  its  proper  place.     Ik 
direds  the  conftrudion  and  the  ilationing  of  fliip$, 
has  the  inipe6iion  of  fuch  forefts  as  lie  near  uavi- 
gable  rivers,    makes  advancements,   grants,   dif- 
miffions,  &c    but  like  the  war-college,   has  no 
interference  with  plans  of  operation* 
'  4.  The  COLLEGE  OF  JUSTICE,    or  commonly 
the  juftice-college.     The  law-matters  of  Livonia, 
Eflhonia,  and  Finland  are  dill  nominally  in  its 
jurifdidion;  but  fince  the  eredion  of  the  vice- 
royalties  of  Riga,  Reval,  and  Vyborg,  no  lawfuits 
are  any  longer  brought  hither  from  thofe  duchies- 
From  that  time  it  has  been  folely  employed  in 
ierminating  caufes  of  long  (landing,  and  are  now 
almoft  all  decided.     It  at  prefent  only  takes  cog- 
nizance of  the  matrimonial  and  coniiftorial  fuits 
of  the  membei-s  of  the  proteftant  communions  in 
Ingria  or  the  government  of  St.  Peterfburg  and 
in  Ruflia  (for  the  roman  catholics  have  been  for 
fome  years  exempted  by  an  inimenoi  ukafe  from 
its  jurifdidion,  and  fubjefted  to  the  archiepifcopal 

*  Kantora  is  the  word  In  all  tbefe  places  adopted  imo  raf5 
from  the  frencb  comptoir. 

confiftory 
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confiftory  in  Mohilef ).     Accordingly,  it  is  new 
continued  oiily  as  a  proteftant  confiftory. 

5.  IThc  COLLEGE  OF  COMMERCE  IS  alfo  in  St 
Peterfburg;  has  a  prefident,  feveral  membert, 
its  procureur,  executor,  fome  fecretaries,  &c. 

6i  The  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  has  a  chief-dire6lor, 
prefident,  and  feveral  members,  araongft  whom 
are  a  general  ftafF-doftor,  various  doctors  and 
ftafF-fuTgeons.  It  has  the  fuperintendance  of 
whatever  belongs  to  the  department  of  medicine, 
provides  the  army  and  navy  with  phyficians  and 
furgeons,  &c.  Nobody  can  praftice  the  healing 
art  in  the  empire  without  having  previoufly 
undergone  an  examination  here*.  The  college 
confers  alfo  on  phyficians  and  furgeons  the  title 
of  doftor  (a  faculty  which  abroad  only  univerfities 
pretend  to) ;  it  likewifc  advances  furgeons,  who 
have  ferved  a  certain  time,  to  be  ftaff-furgeons, 
even  when  they  are  not  appointed  to  the  army, 
but  are  only  in  a  country  town  f . 

Befides  thefe  are  many  other  chanceries  or 
pennanent  commiffions ,  and  departments,  all 
having  their  peculiar  bufinefs.  Among  them  are : 
the  upper-hunt-mafter's  chancery,  which  ha^ 
likewife  an  office  iu  Mofco ;   the  court  accomp- 

*  From  which  neither  the  title  of  <lo£lor  obtained  abroad 
nor  any  other  atteflation  can  be  admitted  as  an  exemption. 

f  It  has  the  care  of  obftetrical  inftitotions,  regulates  the 
charges  of  apothecaries.  Sec.  and  determines  what  noflrams 
may  be  fold  in  the  empire. 

.    VOL.  ir.  A  A  -tant-ollice, 
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tant-office?,  in  which  the  high  court-marfhal  pre* 
fides ;  the  ftable-kantora,  the  building  and  garden 
kantora;  the  affignations-bank;  the  imperial 
bank;  the  commercial  commiffion,  which  iu 
1789  cpnfifted  of  fix  members,  all  perfon^^  of 
confiderable  rank,  and  one  chancery  direfior,  two 
fecretaries,  one  executor,  &c. ;  the  mint  depart- 
ment; the  revifions-departments,  which  in  a. 
fenate's  ukafc  of  the  year  1789  was  named  the 
office  for  revifing  the  accounts  of  the  empire; 
the  commiffion  for  framing  the  plan  of  a  naw  law- 
book; the  academical  commiffion,  dlablifhed  not 
long  fince,  has  the .  fuperin ten  dance  over  all  the 
fchools  and  univeiiities  in  the  anpire,  (excepting 
only^  fuch  as  have  efpecial  privileges,)  provides 
and  examines  all  the  neceffary  Ibhool-books,  has 
under  it  an  academical-dire6lory,  and  receives 
accounts  from  all  tHe/choob;  tlie  department  of 
the  finance-college,  &c.  In  general  all  inftitutions 
of  importance,  almoft  every  large  edifice,  the 
education-houfcs,  hofpitab,  &c.  have  their  par- 
ticular offices. 

During  the  late  reign  many  of  the  colleges  and 
kantoras  formerly  in  being  weie  abolilhcd^  This 
was  done  at  firft  by  an  ukafe,.  bearing  date  Decw 
15,  1763,  when  a  total  alteration  was  introduced 
into  the  fenatc.  Others  have  ceafcd  on  the 
ereftion  of  the  provincial  viceroyalties.  Of  this 
iium)ber  are,  1 .  the  ruffian  college  of  juftice,  at 
the  fame  time  the  juftice-comptoir,  and  the  fud-  ' 
'  noi-prikafe. 


* 
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lioif*prikafe,   (which  latter  formerly  decided  petty 
matters  of  petition  arid  demand,)   having  th^ir 
chanceries  both  at  Mofco  and  at  St.  Peterfburg. 
a.  The  finance-college  in  Mofco,   and  the  ruffian 
finance-comptoir  in  Peterfbui'g,   the  bufinefs  of 
which  is  now  done  by  the  finance-chambers  of 
the  feveral  governments.     3.  The  fuperior  magif- 
tRtcy ;  after  having  terminated  its  affairs,  it  ceafed 
on  the  9th  of  April    1 788.      4.  The  tutelary- 
chancery,  to  which  were  committed  the  care  of 
sdl  the  colonift-inftitutions.      5.  The  college  of 
minc^world,  the  aifairs  whereof  are  now  managed 
by  the  finance-chambers  of  the  governments;  to 
it  was  fubjeded,   in  the  year   1781,  the  fiberian 
head-mine-office  at  Ekatarinenburg,   conftituted 
by  the  emperor  Peter  the  Great  over  all  the  uralian 
mines,  and  till  then  independent.  There  is  nothing 
now  remaining  of  it  but  the  mine-fchool  at  St. 
Peterfburg.     6.  The  oeconomy-college,  inftituted 
the  26th  of  February  1 764,  to  have  the  fuperin- 
tendance  over  all  the  landed  property  at  that 
time  taken  from  the  church,  and  called  fpiritual 
eftates,    (epiftopal,  monaftic,  and  ecclefiaftical, ) 
and  to  manage  their  pecuniary  produce.      At 
prefcnt  the  boors  bdonging  to  thofe  eftates  are 
under  the  control  of  the  oeconomy-direftors  at 
the  finance-chambers.  —  The  following  colleges 
and  comptoirs  appear  to  be  already  abolifhed,  or 
at  Jeuft   are   now  fuperfluous:    1.   The  fetidal- 

A  A  2  -  college 
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college  Avhicli  gave  decifions  in  litigated  fucceffions 
iind  lawfiiits  concerning  landed  property,  and 
confifted  of  four  departments.  2.  Tlie  revifions- 
collcge,  wliicli  was  a  fort  of  check  on  other 
colleges,  and  revifed  their  accounts,  and,  like 
the  former,  was  at  Mofco.  3.  The  finance- 
comptoir  for  livonian,  efthonian,  and  finland 
affairs,  the  bufinefs  whereof  is  transferred  to  the 
finance-courts  of  the  governments.  4.  The  ma- 
nufafture-coUege,  whicli  was  at  Mofco,  but  had 
'  a  comptoir  at  St.  Peterfburg.  5.  Tlie  confifcations- 
college,  which  di]e6ied  the  fale  of  all  forfeited 
eftates,  and,  among  other  things,  levied  the 
mulfts  and  lines  impofed  by  the  other-  colleges. 
6.  The  chief  falt-comptoir,  the  bufinefs  of  which 
is  probably  given  to  the  finance-courts. 


SECTION   V. 


A  glance  at  the  Laws. 


Persons  who  imagine  the  ruffian  form  of  go- 
vernment to  be  defpotic  have*  hafi;ily  advanced, 
that  in  Ruffia  every  thing  is  arbitrarily  decided 

rather 
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rather  than  legally  adjudged  *,  fince,  befides  the 
ukafcs  that  come  out  from  time  tg  time,  which, 
being  fuited  only  to  particular  cales^  are  frequently 
different  from  each  other  and  even  contradiftoiy, 
there  is  no  fixed  and  determinate  law,  much  lefs 
any  proper  colleftion  of  ftatutesf.      This  is   a 
great   miftake;    for,   not  to  mention  particular 
provinces,  fuch  as  thofe  of  Little  Ruffia  and  thoft' 
of  the  Baltic,    who  have  always  retained  their 
antient  laws,  and  had  the  free  ufe  of  them  ;  law- 
books, or  digefts  of  the  laws,  have  long  b^en  in 
being,  and  in  ufe  in  Great  Ruflia.     One  of  them, 
the  novgorodian,  m  as  drawn  up  by  Yafoflaf  the 
great  in  the  eleventh  century.     Tzar  Ivan  Vaflil- 
lievitch  publifhed  a  national  co<le,    which  was 
framed  upon  the  manner  of  thinking  in  thofe 
4:imes.     Tzar  Alexey  Mikhailovltcli  publilhed  tlie 
UIoflienie:|:  as  a  ncAv  law  of  the  country,  taking 
in  fome  degree  the  antient  laws  for  its  bafis  §.     A 

far 

*  Formerly,  while  tliere  were  no  regular  tribunals,  it  might 
be  that  governors,  who  were  every  thing  in  th^ir  governments, 
or  perhaps  a  voivodc,  might  pronounce  arbitrarily  in  many  cafes. 
But  fuch  things  are  no  longer  done. 

t  Great  improvements  are  continually  making  in  the  laws, 
but  there  are  many  extant  both  antient  and  modern ;  therefore 
It  IS  often  faid  in  ukafcs  and  ordinances,  that  the  proceeding  is 
to  be  conformably  with  the  laws  of  the  empire,  or  in  general 
according  to  the  laws. 

J  It  forms  a  quarto  volume  about  an  inch  in  thlcknefs, 

§  It  refers  back  to  the  national-laws  of  tzar  Ivan  Vaffillie- 
vitch,  as  then  in  being,  but  too  rudely  drawn  up  for  the  then 

A  A  3  pre  fen  t 
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fitr  greater  number  of  laws  are  derived  irom  Peter 
the  great;  for,  befides  many  pjuticular  ukafes, 
and  thofe  afterwards  coUeded,  all  of  which  have 
the  force  of  laws,  feveral  collcAious  of  his  are 
extant,  fuch  as,  the  general  regulation ;  the  priy 
vileges  giapted  to  mine-pwners,  to  which  the 
emprefe  Anna  aftei'wards  annexed  a  minenregv(laA 
tion ;  the  fpiritual-reglement,  .enlai^ing  upon 
that  which  had  been  begun  by  tzar  Ivan  Vaflillie- 
vitch,  and  continued  by  Aiexey  Michailovitch; 
the  articles  of  war,  &c.  —  But  never  did  any  of 
the  fovereigAS  apply  their  attention  fo  much  to 
^egiflation  as  Catharine  II.  from  the  very  com- 
mencement of  her  reign,  by  whom  were  ifiued  % 
gi'eat  number  of  feparate  uk^cs  and  ojdipaaces 
as  well  as  whole  collections :  among  bhe  latter 
may  he  claffed  the  ordinances  for  the  admin  ifiarar^ 
tion  of  the  governments,  the  inftruftion,  the 
chaitcr  granted  to  the  nobility,  the  regulations 
|br  the  police,  for  commerce,  &^c. 

She  exerted  every  means  that  law  and  equity 
ihould  every  where  have  their  courfe.  Judges 
were  appointed  in  the  neighbourhood  pf  every 


prefect  times.  Accordingly*  the  tzar  called  togetlier  his 
boyard,  the  patriarch,  tl^e  metropolitans,  ar^hbifhops,  biihops^ 
and  others,  to  take  them  into  confideration  with  him,  who 
unanimonfly  agreed  to  the^prefent  as  the  law  of  the  land ;  and 
]i€  liTaed  his  commands  that  it  fhould  be  brought  into  praAicc; 
9s  the  decifirc  law, 

place ; 
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place;  their  duties  were  clearly  prefcribed  to 
them*,  and  they  were  brought  to  account  for 
jieglcft.  Every  rank  and  ftation  knew  its  privi- 
leges and  the  bounds  afligned  to  it.  Wherever 
any  defed  was  perceived,  means  were  applied  for 
lemedying  it  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
times  and  of  the  empire,  and  for  improving  and 
completing  the  fyftem  of  legiflation. 

Whatever  irregularities  .  and  enormities  have 
heretofore  been  committed,  they  certainly  were 
not  by  far  fo  frequent  during  the  late  reign  ;  and 
her  majefty's  orders  were  not  only  very  firiS; 
againfl  every  mode  of  corruption,  fraud,  and 
oppreffionf,  but  by  afcertaining  the  pay  of  her 
officers  and  defining  their  duties, .  together  with 
the  employment  of  oth«r  means,  flie  effeftually 
checked  thofe  deplorable  evils,  and  earneftly 
endeavoured  to  prevent  them  entirely.  So  that  it 
feems  now  to  be  morally  injpoffible  that  fuch  a6te 
of  injuftice  and  cruelty  Ihould  again  be  pradifed 
as  are  found  in  the  hiftory  of  many  of  her  prede* 
ceffors,  and  particularly  in  that  of  the  emprefs 
Elizabeth. 

*  If  the  ordinances  tliat  have  been  puUifhed  to  that  eiFeft 
were  faithfully  complied  with^  theie  would  certainly  be  no 
ground  of  complaint  againft  the  admiuiftratlon  of  government* 

t  We  need  only  refer  to  the  nkafe  of  th^  15th  of  Dec.  1763, 
for  an  account  of  the  opprefTionSa  &c-  that  gave  rife  to  it,  in 
the  ettiprefs's  own  words.  See  Life  of  Qathaifino  H.  vol.  i« 
p.  314*  4th  edit.    See  alfo  p.  432  S(  r<^(|. 

A  A  4  Remarks 
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JRdmarks  on  the  Condition  of  the  SubJeQs. 

That  in  reprefcnting  the  ftate  of  a  country 
and  the  nature  of  its  ^government,  a  principal 
regard  lliould  be  had  to  the  condition  of  the 
fubjefts  needs  no  formal  proof;  it  might  indeed 
be  confidered  in  fome  degree  as  a  political  baro- 
meter. However,  it  forms  an  important  objeft 
of  political  intereft,  whether  we  regancl  the  fove- 
reigTi,  the  empire  at  large,  or  the  individuals  of 
which  it  is  compofcd:  it  being  of  infinite  moment 
to  the  firft  that  the  fubjefts  iliouid  be  in  an  eafy 
and  profperous  ftate,  not  merely  from  the  gene- 
rous fentiment  of  humanity,  but  likewife  becaufe 
the  well-being  of  his  government  depends  upon 
it;  with  the  latter  it  frequently  determines  the 
nature  of  their  lot,  and  fixes  the  degree  of  their 
patriotic  ardour,  the  important  fource  of  numberr 
lefs  focial  virtues. 

It  will  not  here  be  expeftcd  that  the  condition 
of  the  fubjeds  ihould  be  prcfcnted  in  every  point 
of  view,  or  that  an  accurate  defcription  lliould 
be  g-iven  of  each  particular  people  and  of  eveiy 
'  clals ;  which  could  not  be  done  without  tirefonie 
repetitions  and  unprofitable  amplifications,  not  to 
mention  the  almoft  infurmountable  dillScultics 
we  fhc  Id  have  to  encounter  in  the  attenipt.  It 
will  be  amply  fufiicient  if  we  confine  ourfelvcs  to 

two 
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two  objefe,  the  public  burdens  and  the  comforts 
of  the  individual  J  fince  nothing  more  can  be  ex- 
peftcd  from  the  happieft  and  moft  beneficial  form 
of  government,  than  that  it  fliould  wifely  appor-, 
tion  the  former,  and  promote  the  latter  by  the 
moft  efficacious  means.  Both  together  will  fur- 
nifli  us  with  fome  explanatory  proofe  and  ex- 
amples, from  which  fuggeftiorts  will  arife  that  may 
throw  light  on  what  has  been  advanced  in  the 
foregoing  feftions.  Such  examples  have,  indeed, 
here  and  there  been  occafionally  fcattered ;  but 
the  importance  of  the  fubje6t  demands,  or  at  leaft 
juftifies  me  in#attempting  to  give  a  more  precife 
explication  of  it,  cfpccially  as  foreigners  are  apt 
to  entertain  erroneous  opinions  on  the  condition 
of  the  ruffian  fubjefti,  which  can  excite  no  fur-* 
prife,  as  both  anticnt  and  modern  travellers,  of 
whom  many  have  palled  no  more  than  a  few 
weeks  in  Ruffia,  or  are  only  acquainted  with  the 
refidence,  have  fprcad  lb  many  falfe  report^  con* 
cerning  it. 

If  any  fliould  think  that  thefe  remarks  would 
have  been  more  properly  interwoven  with  the  par- 
ticulars that  have  juft  been  treated  on  inftead.  of 
making  them  into  a  diftinft  feclion,  they  have 
only  to  confider  tliem  under  the  two  following 
heads,  as  a  fupplemcnt  to  the  foregoing  fedions^. 
in  order  that  they  may  not  be  quite  out  of  place. 

1.  Public   imposts  axd  burdens  qn  the 
IBUBJECTs.     After  having  already  pointed  out  and 

3  explained 
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explained  the  greater  part  of  them,  it  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  now  to  make  a  clofer  application  of  them 
to  fome  particular  ranks,  and  add  a  few  comments 
l)y  way  of  illuftmtion. 

Certain  public  imports  depend  entirely  on  cir* 
cumftances,  for  inftance,  the  ftamped  paper  and 
the  pofchlins,  as  well  in  law  matters  s^  in  the  fate 
of  j3L  landed  eftate.  To  thefc  we  fliall  pay  no  re- 
gard, efpecially  as  the  great  multitude,  or  the 
common  people  are  not  at  all  fubjedl  to  them,  in- 
alinuch  as  the  boors  poflefs  no  immoveable  pro- 
perty ;  and,  becaufe,  when  they  have  occafion  to 
prefer  a  petition  or  a  complaint,  or  to  apply  to  a 
court  of  juftice,  they  are  allowed  to  do  it  by  word 
of  mouth,  in  which  neither  pofchlin  nor  (lamped 
paper  are  neceffary  *.  —  Neither  can  taxes  whic3^ 
are  in  the  nature  of  contracts  or  rents  be  jJroperly 
confidered  in  the  number  of  public  burdens.  Tlie 
crown^boors  and  the  agricultural  boors  poffcfs  no 
landed  property ;  for  the  land  allotted  to  them 
they  pay  the  obrok,  or  perform  tafly-fervice,  or 
deliver  a  certain  quantity  of  natural  produQs, 
which  may  be  confidered  as  rent,  which  the  boor, 

♦  It  is  fcarccly  ever  ncccflary  but  in  juridical  proceedings^ 
In  private  bonds  or  obligatipns,  &c,  it  depends  entirely  on  the 
parties  concerned  whether  they  will  ufe  it  or  not.  '^If  not*  then 
the  proper  ftamped  fheet  is  only  ^dded  when  the  writing  is 
brought  before  a  court  of  judice.  This  tax,  therefore,  is  not 
here  fo  burdenfome  as  in  a  country  where  a  flamp  is  neceilkry 
to  every  trifling  receipt. 

whetljor 
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whether  belonging  to  a  private  individual  or  to  a 
-nobleman^  is  bound  to  pay  his  landlord  for  the 
grounds  he  occupies :  he  has  no  need,  therefore, 
of  employing  a  capital  for-  obtaining  a  piece  of 
land,  as  in  countries  wlieie  the  peafant  can  pur- 
diafe  it  only  for  a  fum  of  money.  It  is  nearly 
the  fame  M'hen  they  fet  up  bee-4lages  in  a  foreft 
belonging  to  the  crown,  in  confideration  of  a  cer- 
tain yearly  impoft,  &c. 

Here  we  fhould  beftow  our  attention  on  the 
proper  taxes  and  burdens  which  are  general  and 
peimanent,  according  to  the  different  ranks  and 
conditions.  In  general  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
their  total  amount  cannot  be  afcertained*  even 
generally  at  To  much  per  cent,  excepting  among^ 
the  merchants,  as  they  do  not  liierely  vary  ac- 
cording to  the  ranks  and  provinces,  but  are  very 
jjifferent  in  themfclves. 

"Rie  nobleman,  M'ho,  generally  fpeaking,  pays 
|io  tax  for  any  of  liis  land  M'hich  he  occupies  him- 
felf,  nor  even  for  his  moveable  property,  ihould 
reafonably  be  confidered  according  to  the  various 
jelations  in  which  he  ftands.  — -  If  he  poflefs  no 
jnale  vaffals,  his  fields,  forefts,  mines,  mills,  fifli- 
eries,  &c,  which  he  occupies  with  free  or  hired 
labourers,  are  as  exempt  fmm  taxation  as  his  per- 


^  In  fome  coantiies  fnf  the  continent  the  fubjeft  pays  the 
twentieth  pfennig,  or  even  from  thirty  to  forty  per  cent,  on  his 
Pfofits  in  tradcj  5fC.  Th^re  is  nqthing  ojibis  fort  in  Raffia. 

fon: 
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fon :  let  him  fell  what  part  of  his  foreft,  &c.  he 
will,  he  pays  no  tax  on  the  fale ;  only  if  he  fell 
the  foreft  itfelf,  as  a  piece  of  ground,  then  the 
purchafer  (or  he  himfelf )  muft  pay  the  *  pofchlin. 
Such  nobtemen  are  not  only  in  Little  Kuflia,  and 
other  places,  but  even  in  Great  Ruffia,  where, 
however,  they  are  not  reckoned  among  the  rich 
nobility,  though  many  of  them  may  polfefs  coufi- 
derable  property. 

On  Itlie  other  hand  the  nobleman  who  has  vaf- 

fals  muft  furnish  recruits  out  of  them.     Indeed,  as 

has  been  before  obferved,  it  falls  upon  his  boors  ; 

but  he,  as  lord  of  the  manor,  lofes  of  his  number 

of  men,   confequently,  according  to  the  pliraf^ 

here  in  ufe,  a  part  of  his  immoveable  property. 

This  pubhc  burden  is  at  times  confiderable  f,  and 

feeijis  on  one  fide  to  be  heavier  than  in  other  eu- 

Topean  countries;  which  the  following  inftancQ 

may  ejc  plain.     The  province  of  Ingria,  which  was 

formerly  exempt  from  the  levy  of  recruits,  ever 

fnice  the  laft  war,   has  funiiffied  annually  one 

recruit    out    of  every  hundred    fouls,    or   male 

heads.     As  children, and  old  men,  even  infirm  and 

^  In  prder  to  favc  this>  they  frequently,  particularly  in  PfU^o- 
nia,  indead  of  making  a  fale,  enter'  into  mortgages  for  a  certain 
number  of  years. 

+  It  is  well  known,  not  to  be  to  the  advantage  of  any  coon- 
try,  that  the  nobility  with  large  eftatcs  in  land  Ihould  contribute 
nothing  to  the  exigences  of  the  ftaie,  and  be  exempt  from  all 
public  burdens, 

decrepit 
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decrepit  beggars,  are  included  in  this  number, 
and  always  reckoned  according  to  the  laft  revi- 
fion,  though  fince  that  time  many  have  died,  dc- 
ferted,  or  been  given  as  recruits.;  therefore  fome- 
times  put  of  thirty  able-bodied  or  working  men 
according  to  their  age,  one  recruit  muft  be  deli- 
vered. If  the  nobleman  have  none  fuch  in  his. 
village,  or  is  unwilling  to  part  with  them>  he  tries 
to  buy  them  of  fome  other  nobleman,  paying  foi 
them  three  Jiundjed  rubles,  or  even  more.  The 
crown  reckons  for  each  three  hundred  and  fixty 
rubles ;  at  which  price  they  may  juftly  be  efti- 
mated  in  regard  to  the  public  taxes,  efpecially  as  . 
the  delivery  of  them  is  attended-  with  feveral  ex- 
pences*.  Suppofe  the  nobleman  employs  his 
boors,  if  he  does  not  himfelf  follow  farming,  only 
for  the  obrok,  and  is  paid  by  each  foul  or  male 
five  rubles,  then  he  raifes  from  his  village,  confid- 
ing of  one  hundred  fouls,  the  annual  fum  of  five 
hundred  rubles,  or,  by  reafon  of  the  recruits  al- 
ready delivered,  &c.  not  nearly  fo  much.  If  he 
purchafe  the  recruits  required,  or,  which  is  the 
fame  thing,  if  he  reckon  them  at  the  former  price, 
he  furrenders  nearly  two  thirds  of  his  income  to 
the  crown.  —  We  fliould,  however,  be  apt  to  draw 
very  erroneous  conclufions  were  we  to  coniider 

*  The  recruit  is  farnifhed  with  clothes,  travelling-money,  a 
flock  of  providons,  &c.  Sometimes  a  prefent  is  given  to  the  re- 
c elvers,  (the  officer  and  the  furgeon,  who  muft  examine  him,)  as 
a  bribe  that  they  may  not  obje^  to  him. 

.      the 


366i  RBMARRS   ON   THff 

the  public  burdens  of  the  nobility  only  on  thb 
fide.  For,  in  the  firil  place,  mod  noblemen  tsike 
the  recruits  out  of  their  villages,  without  buying 
them,  there  being  always  people  for  that  pur- 
pofe* ;  Gonfequently,  he  lofes  a  man  indeed^,  yet 
by  him-  not  about  two  thirds  of  hie?  income,  but 
<mly  five  mbles  of  the  fixed  yearly  dbrofc.  If  he 
live  not  on  his  ellates,  or  in  his  village,  then  ht 
does  not  trouble  his  head  about  the  delivery  of 
jpecruits,  but  leaves  the  whole  care  of  it  to  hi» 
boors,  who  are  obliged  to  pay  him  yearly  the  full 
amount  of  the  obrok,  in- common,  clear  of  all  de- 
ductions for  the  recruits  delivered.  S;  Many 
noblemen  take  from  each  foul  a  much  larger 
obit)k  than  five  rubles,  particularly  when  their 
boors  are  rich,  or  have  found  out  the  art  of  carry- 
ing on  profitable  trades,  or  they  take  in  hand 
plots  of  ground  which  they  caufe  to  be  tilled  and 
cultivated  by  thecorv^eor  fcudal-lervice  of  their 
boors;  whereby  their  income  amounts  to  much 
more  than  the  five  hundred  rubles  from  each  hun- 
'dred  fouls.  3.  In  time  of  peace  commonly  no 
more  than  one  recruit  is  demanded  out  of  five 
hundred  fouls,  and  that  liot  every  year,  but  fome- 


♦  Tor  this  purpofe,  as  in  other  conntries,  are  taken  fuch  as 
woold  come  to  no  good,  being  addided  to  drunkenhefs  and 
thieving,  &c.  Many  mafters  give  up  their  fervants  as  recruits, 
inftead  of  infliding  on  them  the  punifhment  they  have  deferred. 
Their  place  is  foon  fopplied  by  births. 

times 
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times  after  a  long  interval  * :  then  the  nobleman 
fcarcely  feels  any  burden  at  all/  efpecially  as^  he 
hos  nothing  to  do  with  any  other  impoft  of  tha 
crown,  even  in  war-time;  &c.  f  What  is  this 
then  in  coraparifon  with  the  taxes  in  other  coun- 
tries! 

We  have  before  obferved,  that  the  nobilitj^  in 
Livonia,  Efthonia,  and  Finland,  fiimilh  no  re- 
cruits from  their  \*affals,  but  in  return  are  fubjed 
to  various  other  public  burdens  and  taxes.  The 
latter  are  extended  in  Livonia  even  to  fome  noble 
manorial  grounds,  fuch  as  have  been  formerly  oc- 
cupied by  boors,  an^  others  that  pafe  under  feveral 
denominations.     *  ^  , 

S.  The  cleigy,  in  regard  to  their  perlbns,  are 
likewife  exempt  from  taxes.  Their  ftipends,  which 
confift  in  money,  and  in  the  country  of  corn  and* 
pieces  of  land,  are  raifed  by  them  free  of  all-de- 
dudion.  — That  the  ruffian  fecular  clergy  give 
their  fons,  when  they  have  feveral,  as  recraits, 
has  been  already  mentioned,  though  it  is  not  to 
be  confidered  as  a  burden,  as  they  gradually  rife  to 
be  officers.  Numbers  of  placemen  and  lutheran 
preachers,  &c.  in  the  baltic  provinces,  whofe  fons 
are  not  required  for  military  fervice,  put  them  into 

•  What  is  here  faid  of  farnifhing  recruits  holds  good  in  fome 
rcfpc£ts  of  the  crown-boors,  &c.  as  far  as  they  are  liable  to  it. 

t  Frequently  the  boors  pay  the  money  for  which  the  lord 
bought  the  recruits,  becaufe  otherwife  he  compels  their  fons  to 
go  by  drawing  lots. 

•     it 
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it  of  their  own  accord,  either  in  tlie  hope  of  fpeedy 
advancement,  or  becaufe  their  circumfiauces  are 
too  narrow  to  admit  of  their  de^'oting  them  to  a 
iludious  life. 

The  Hvonian  and  efthonian  paftorates^i  if  pof- 
fefling  any  freeholds  in  villages,  are  eqiially  iub- 
jed  to  the  public  burdens  with  tlie  noble  eftates : 
previous  to  the  year  17B3  the  efthonian  paftorates, 
even  though  they  had  freehold  villages  belonging 
to  them,  had  nothing  to  do  M'ith  them. 
.  3.  Placemen  and  officers  of  the  crown,  &c  are 
in  many  countries  obliged  either  to  pay  a  certain 
annual  tax  upon  their  falaries,  or  at  leaft;  occa- 
iionally  a  fort  of  war-contribuliDn*  :  nothing  of 
tliis  kind  is  known  in  Ituflla.  Only  for  the  mak- 
ing out  of  patents,  here,  as  elfcwJicre,  certain  fees 
are  taken. 

4.  All  literary  men,  wlio  are  not  inrollcd  in  any 
guild,  and,  bchde  their  learned  profcflion,  as  phy- 
(icians,  lawjci-s,  &c.  are  not  engaged  in  trade,  are 
entirely  exempt  from  taxes.  The  fameholdsgood 
of  ijrtilis,  S:c. 

5.  All  people  who  live  folcly  on  the  intereft  of 
their  capital,  and  do  not  .infcribe  themfelves  in 
anv  guild,  however  large  their  income  may  be, 
pav  no  tax  upon  it  whatever. 

6.  AH  inliabitants  of  towns  pofiefs  their  ini- 

pened  that  an  impoverllhed  government  ha£  paid 
obllgaiioDi  alone,  aod  demanded  tlie  tax  upon 

nio^-able 
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HiDvable  property  free  of  all  taxatioQ,:  only  bear- 
ing'thrir  ^jiaota  where  troops  are  quartered  upon 
them,  and  are  obliged,  .as  in  other,  coyntries,  t^ 
contribute  to  the  exigences  of  the  town. — As 
burghersy  in  regard  to  the  public  taxes,  which 
iowever  are  laid  neither  on  the  profits  of  their 
trade  nor  on  their  immovable  property,  they  are 
divided  into  two  cl^ffes,  fome  paying  the  before- 
nientiohed  per  centage,.  and  others,  the  poll-tax. 
' —  The .  recruit-money  paid  by  the  ruffian  mer- 
chants, has  likewife  been  noticed  before. 

7-  Among  the  ftee-countrymen  in  regard  to 
public  taxes,  there  is,  as  above-faid,  a  great  dif- 
ference :  fome  paying  abfolutely  nothing,  but  per- 
form fervice ;  others  being  fubieft  to  the  poll-tax 
and  the  obrok,  or  tribute,  or  other  pecuniary  im- 
pqft's.  So  likewife  it  is  in  regard  to  recruits.  — 
Menial  fervants,  who  in  fome  counti'ies  are  obliged 
to  give  a  part  of  their  hard-earned  pittance  of 
wages  into  the  public  treafury,  pay  in  Ruffia,  if 
free-bom,  only  the  ufual  poll-tax;  foreigners 
nothing  at  all. 

8.  Vaffal-boors  pay  poll-tax  and  furnifli  recruits. 
—  The  obrok  of  the  crown-boors,  as  already  re- 
marked, is  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  public  tax, 
but  as  a  fort  of  rent  for  the  occupancy  of  the 
lands  allotted  to  them,  or  for  the  permiffion  to 
follow  any  trade  they  pleafe  *. 

Sometimes 

*  Rent  is  indeed  by  no  means  the  proper  term ;  bat  I  knovr 

of  no  better.    For  even  people  who  occapy  no  lands,  are  ob- 

.      TOt.  IX.  B  a  ligcd 
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Sometimes  cafeft  will  happen,  whai  a  pubfic  tax 
^ms  to  bear  hard  upon  iMOtknibr  pedbasy  though 
ft  ht  otherM'He  m  fa£t,  or  4t  ieaift  no  convenient 
tneans  of  altering  it  can  be  <ieviied«  Thf8  may  ba 
411uftrat^«by  an  cKample.  It  wa$  ordained,  onpe 
lor  all,  that  the  amount  of  the  poU^tax  calculated 
^pon  the  rfevifiott  for  eveiy  village,  eftate,  difirid^ 
or  houfe,  (hould  be  brought  into  the  coflTeia  of  the 
crown  unaltened  till  the  next  revifion  ^ ;  therefore 
the  births  in  the  interval  occafion  no  increafe^ 
and  the  deaths,  impoveriihrnents,  defertions,  &c^ 
no  diminutmn  of  the  fum.  Hiis  rule  nrnft  be 
obferved,  as  other  wife  the  oolleiSxirs  would  have 
no  more  to  do  t}ian  eveiy  moment  to  alter  thdr 
lifts,  books,  and  accounts.  £veiy  one  "w&i  aUow 
that  this  immutability  is  highly  necefiTary ;  and, 
'forafmuch  as  commonly  more  perfons  are  bom 
than  die,  it  is  beneficial  to  the  ftibjefts.  Only  on 
applying  it  to  particular  inftances  it  wiH  not  alle- 
viate every  one.  So,  perhaps,  the  nobleman,  the 
man  of  letters,  or  foane  other,  ^u&s  his  free  hired 


iiged  fometifnes  to  pay  the  obrok^  which  they  ^Aft  to  evn  fay 
all  iorts  of  hard- labour :  if  they  be  beggars,  yet  the  cexnmiinity 
or  the  village  mud  pay  for  them. 

^  Beiides>  every  community  is  allowed  to  coUeft  this  rmn  by 
a  prudent  diftributioh.  Thus,  for  inilance,  the  magiftrate  fees 
that  the  richer  inhabitants  contribute  fomewhat  more,  toad  the 
poorer  rather  lefs.  The  nobleman  may  proceed  in  like  manner 
in  his  village  and  demefnes.  Confeqaently  many  burghers  or 
boors  pay  a  larger  poll-tax  tlwm  h  impofed  on  diMn  by  Uie 
crown, 

iei^raints 
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i^rants  to  be  enregiftered  at  the  rei^ipn ;  hot 
ftA%T  a  while  they  choofe  to  e&lift  as  iieaiiits,  and 
tiieiie£are  ierve  iOHly  t^  crown ;  yd:  the  maft^ 
mufi  pay  the  poll-^  for  them  till  :die  next  renr 
fion.  The  cafe  k  the  feme  with  artk^cer^^  if  thm 
apprentices  enllfi  for  ibk&era.  So  it  is  Hkewift 
With  crimmajd  eosdeiftned  to  the  puhHc  works.  ^ 
Here  it  is  really  too  ^rkig  at  iirft  fight ;  hiit  iths 
trawn  can  do  no  pfSwrwife,  or  the  ijnmutajbJtitgt 
which  we  have  admitted  to  be  neceiiary  woubi 
faouriy  fiJl  lo  pioeci,  Moreoyer,  it  ftouid  not;  be 
GxTgotteny  that  burf^eoL  and  beniifit  *piioceed  wjtii 
equal  fieps;  for,  if  th^  tmdefautn :  takes  an  apt 
paientioe  who  was  horn  after  the  revifion,  he  payf 
DD  polI*tax  for  hioL  Thefe  inftaiMtes  fl^ay  perhaps 
fnggeil  fimilar  oadfes  to  fome  neaders. 

Several  provinces  have  aUb  poiblic  hnrdeos  po- 
culiar  to  them,  which  may  be  regarded  as  taxes^ 
fudi  as,  maintailiing  the  poil-flations,  reps^ring 
the  lyghways,  &c. 

Sometimes  the  taxes  and  pnUic  burdens  wear 
an.  entirely  different  a{pe6L  Indeed  that  iias  not 
happened,  as  &r  as  I  know,  in  Great-Ruifia  for  a 
long  time,  except  in  the  obrok  of  the  crownjr 
hoots :  but  in  Little-Buifia,  and  with  the  old  flp*- 
bode  regimoits,  a  pecuniary  tax  and  afterwards 
the  poll-tax  were  introduced  in  lieu  of  the  fernar 
kozak-fervice.  The  latter  has  likewife  been  car- 
ried  into  Livonia,  Efthpnia,  and  Finland.  — r-  Iiv 
gria  formerly  was  not  called  upon  for  recrui|»,  Sgf 
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mending  the  roads  and  maintaining  the  poft-fta- 
tions ;  but  was  obliged  to  furniflx  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  forage  for  the  horfe-guards.  .  The  latter  is 
now  aboliihed,  .and  the  poll- tax  of  one  hundred 
and  fefly  kopeeks  on  every  male  is  introduced, 
with  the  obligation  to  keep  the  roads  in  oi-der  at 
their  own  expence,  and  latterly  the  delivery  of 
recruits.  But  then  the  proximity  to  the  refidcnce 
furniihes  them  with  opportunity  for  making  great 
returns  for  their  produ6ls. 

'  From  this  ihort  reprefentation  it  fatisfaftorily 
appears,  that  the  ordinary  public  taxes  of  the 
empire  are  very  various ;  thJtt,  taken  on  an  ave- 
rage, they  admit  of  no  per  cent  calculation.;  that 
they  are  liable  to  feveral  alterations  according  to 
times  and  circumftances ;  and  that  even  the  deli- 
very of  recruits  is  not  of  the  fame  nature  through- 
out 

As  we  fliould  here  particularly  confider  the 
great  body  of  the  yeomanry  or  country-folk,  it  is 
now  to  be  obfcrved,  that  their  real  neceflaries  are 
fubjed);  to  no  taxes,  becaufe  in  all  Ruffia  there  is 
no  fudi  thing  as  ekcife*.  What  the  common 
man  wants  for  his  nouriihment  and  cloathing, 
generally  confifts  in  the  produfts  of  his  rural 
ceconomy,  on  which,  in  many  diftri6b  he  jwiys  no 
tax  whatever,  and  in  others  only  a  moderate  tri- 

*  None  upon  the  meat  or  the  cattle  that  he  fells>  on  the  malt, 
bread,  fiih,  &c*  which  the  proprietor  confumesj  or  which  are 
boDght. 

bute     j 
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bute  to  the  Igmd-owner  for  the-ocjrupjSMacy  of  his; 
ianii.     Salt  is  indeed  a  monopoly  of  ;the  crown, 
yetj  as  obferved  before,   it  is  very  cheap ;  brandy 
on  the  other  hand/ (s  dear ;.  but. many  of  the 
common  people  do  nqt  bold  it. to  be  indiipenfafaly 
nec^ffary  to  them ;  others  makq  it  thcmfelv^s  for; 
tfieir^vn  ufe,  as  the  kozaks ;  or,  on  ^  failure  of 
tjiieip  Crops  of  corn^  to  fiipply  the  place  of  it,  pre* 
pate  ailrong  liquor  of  milk,  a^  feveral  of  the  un-; 
civilized  ilomadic  nations,  as  may  be  feen^  among. 
Others,  from  the  writings  of  the  academicians,  --j 
For  the  earning  of  money  to  pay  ^he  pecuniary, 
taxes  a  thoufand  means  prefent  themfclves  to  all 
M'ho  have  a  difpoiition  to  work  and  to  careful; 
oeconomy.     Hufbandry,  the  breeding  of  cattle^ 
the  forefts,  the  culture  of  l^pps,   bce-ftages,  &c. 
yield  the  boor,  befide  the  fupply  of  the  neceffaries 
of  life^  a*  confiderable  furplus  for  iaie :  befides,  he 
ibmetimes  gpes  himfelf, .  or  fends  his  well*grown 
ion,  if  there  be  no  manufe^lories  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, to  fuch  places  as  afford  >vork  and  pro* 
fit,  either  as  a  filheiman  or  a  boatman  on  the 
rivers,  or  as  a  bricklayer  or  carpenter,  or  to  ci^t 
4)itches  and  water-courfes,  &c.  — .In  general  the 
taxes  are  not  oppreffive ;  and  thofe  that  feem  to 
be  Co,  or  are  not  perfeftly  agreeable  to  the  fubjefJ^ 
'  fnCnnot,  as  we  have  feen  before,  bp  convenipntly 
aJXered.     But  that  the  fijbje6b,  if-jthey-will^*  may 

live.  comftwtaJ)ly  stf  cpr^ing  to  their .  ftjktiop,  ihall 
.  .     T  p'p  3  be 
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be  taMe  Mitar>Mdy,  yefi  hrMf  Aetm  under  tlk« 
bead  immediately  fdldi^tog. 

&  Qme^al  iios^atre  9f  the  Subf€&t4 

tv  evefy  cduntiy,  aad  iiiiotg  &II  laalu  »»  tt> 
be  found  rioH  and  j^r  perfitai,  t^(yfe  ii^d^lre  ii 
generally  computed  by  their  c^oimfbttieft  » 
ea^hiings.  That  there  ai^  tery  rich  pedpl6  ia 
Riiffia  is  itn6im  to  ev^  bni.  But  A^^  t6  tbtf 
pborer  fort  it  is  n6t  difficult  t4  |Krdcure  tbettfolveft 
ifi  a  fhort  time  k  fdi%  of  cAittpeteiicJe^  as  foarc«  of 
profit  are  open  to  ill  ratUte,  fueh  M^  for  th<  no^ 
bility,  the  military,  and  civil  ^cea;  f(dr  the 
burghers  an  ^xtenfite  commerce,  manufSs^ureB^ 
and  all  kinds  of  fervice^  &c.  for  the  cOimtryr 
people  a  prodigious  ^Taf  iety  of  ptoduds,  adv^Q- 
tagccfus  eitiployments,  and  the  like- 
That  both  the  nobilrty  and  the  bsrghert  S^^ 
dftually  in  affluence,  is  manifeft  from  the  hutUiy 
that  creiy  where  prevails.  Whoever  has  travelled 
thrcmgh  RuiBa  muft  have  obfehted  ift  the  bfindte 
6f  the  coitntry  noUeflfe  Ifbal  are  not  ^uite  ftllctt 
to  Aecky,  a  very  plentiful  table,  ileftt  Iftd  bttd^ 
ibme  dreifes,  a  competent  number  of  fervan^  axi^ 
411  other  things  in  proportioj^.  Itt  the  toiftis  tfi* 
wealthy  meithants  live  n6t  only  i*  ^  dec^t  AiA^ 
jier,  but  even  to  a  gra^d  ftyhi.  ItiS  &]^  am^  te 
affinned  of  a  nuiiiber  of  tradefnieft  in  kveA\  iSit^ 
iriAs^  particularly  iii  the  pt5V»M:eb  tf  t^  Sahia 

Many 
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Itofy  dPthe  lattfr  tv4K>  go  about  in  a  -pkiii  vx4 
mtlier  btimUe  garb,  yet  confume  mote  tban  tb^ 
fqi«aUis  tusny  olher  cxmntries"*. 

JElut  we  are  here  paxticiilarly  fpeaking  of  th^ 
cla&  of  ocmntrymen.  Tb^  ruffian  boor,  even  it^ 
vaffal  of  the  nobleman,  lites  very  decently  in  bt4 
boiife^  has  a  fufficienoy  of  wholefani^  food,  19 
neatly  dreflfed,  puts  commonly  two  oar  tbree  diihe$ 
nn  bis  table^  and  ev^  accumulates  a  trifling  ca4 
pHal,  though^  as  it  19  4Qt  inured  to  biqi  and  may 
be  taken  from  bim»  h^  frequently  buries  it  in  th^ 
gnkmd  .  B^de4»  we  have  already  named  fom^ 
noUe  villages  where  the  boon  44(pbiy  «t  opulence 
which  would  be  iqokfd  for  in  vi^a  jfx  ^^tber  coun^r 
trki:.%lld  foch  yillageii  arf  in  g^^  number 
Forjudging  of ^he  rei^  ^e  inftaoce  nay  fufficej; . 
fknd  that  for  th^  &ke  of  vari^  ibaR  be  a  crawor 
irillag»  The  laigp  viUt^  H^^f  ptk  th^bank^ 
of  th« ttv?r.af  )the  fwope  Mmf,  fifty  vcffts  frqmit* 
^it  14X0  a  gre^  arpo  ctf  the  Whit^fea^  fianda  h^ 
nn  udgrateftil  ioil  vhisra  nature  ha^  aded  thf 
part  of  $  (iepmother :  i^r  it  (^aoitains  motbing  bf( 

iw*ft  i  «ily  a  trifle  fff  bwlfy  »  few«  ywuly,  hu$ 

i  :^ :Att]iettUttfl^tlB|fcittiaiiiiadefinenuil4v)(m 
flioiily  feea  more  than  one  diQx,  and  among  (hem  fbme  that  are 
toUy,  for  iaifamce,  cbickent,  i^ilbn,  aad  veal,  tirbea  they  are 
itot  imcommonlj  dear;  diey  generally  (exeepcing  the  very 
MDivft)  drink  coffee  twice  a  day,  and  make  poach  on  Sandays  $ 
tlicwgh  bodi  thefe  liqnon  are  at  prefent  rather  expeaftve.  Bat 
tfteir  pzoiiti  are  Ugh, 
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tv?nch  feldotn  ripens,  and  is'onty  uftd  for  tbe'(hw 
irf  foddering"  the  cattle.  Neve*thelefs  the  boorfic 
here  have  always-  beefi  rich  people,  Evteiy  man 
has  a  houfe  to  live  in,  which,  though  only  of 
wobd,  yet  is  roomy,  and  confifts  of  two.  jftories; 
the  lower  ferving  for  the  purpofes  of  houfekeep* 
ing,  but  the  upper  containing  feveral  handfome 
apartments  fitted  ^up  with  p^p^r-hangings, .  and 
ftipplied  with  englifli  furniture;  inany  of  them 
keep  above  one'hundred  ferva«ts,  from  the  Lap« 
landers  of  thofe  parts,.  wh6  -wait  upon  them'  vitK 
theif  rcin-deer.  Thefe  ^people'  derive "  tlieir  riches 
from  the'  fiiheHea'6fi  the  White'-'fea'a'tKl  the  Frozen- 
C>cfean;  but  theif  great^tl-^^ts-anfe  from  the 
capture  of  Avhafes*  '■  Their' ^l-6du6JS  of  this  nature 
ai^fold  to'flie-Engliflh,  mc^ly  thofe  who  refideat 
ATchangel^;  froin  .ivhich  place  "they  obtain  their 
neceffafics  r^by'thie  road  they  have  feven  hondred 
verfts  to  gothitheK  but  byfei-only  half  that  difr 
tarice.  The  people  of^ this  'oMintry  are  weU4)uilt, 
but  fuffer  mubh  %'  their  eyetf  from  the  reOeftion 
of  the  fon-beatnis  l^f  the  kfe*  ^  ^Thtit  %nllage,'^oi| 
account  of.  iti'ttagrijtude  alid  the  ^pUleace  that 
prevails  there,  has  latterly  been  ereded  into  a 
circle-town  |.  -<- The  ruffian  ^sd. finai&  iboots ^'iix 

;. .  ^  .Some  nr^  ajmoft  blind  by  it  at  thirty  jeaxs  of  .-age,  > 

f  Over  ag^ifift  this  villaf^e,  pn^the  otlier  fick  of  the  xiyeitihg 
Englifli  ha4  gr^eat'Colvcerns  in  the  reigxiof  the  einprefs-flliza? 
faeih,  Yfh^p  tl)ey<:cmi^uded  faw-mills^  irpn-forge$,  witJiagrca^ 
number  of  haxniners  worked  by  water,  &c,  which,  are  now  al^ 

gone;  19  niia.  ... 
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the  province  of  Ingria,  or  what  is  now  tHe  govern* 
ment  of  St.  Peterfburg,  are  not  by  far  to  be  rec- 
koned among'  the  wealthicft,  fince  the  greater 
part  <o£  thenr,  befide  the  taxes  in^khid  and  in 
fpecie,  are  obliged- to  perform  feudal  fervice  to  the 
nobles  of  thofe  Y>arts:  butall  of  them  have  a 
decent  income  and  live  in  a  kind  of  affluence-  —^ 
The  ruffian  boor  may  foon  become  rich,  as  he 
nndSerftands  the-  art;or  making  profit  of  every  ' 
thing,  andxwhedever  he  pleafes  of  being  content' 
vith  ^  little  * ;  for  all  his  clothes  cdft  him  nothing, 
tiwififting.  mereiy  /  of  I  what  is  manufkiSlured  at 
honie ;  tod  his  diet,  which,  by  the  way,  during 
'the  long  fefts^is'ektfemely  meagre,  is  fiipplied  to 
Mdi  froni^  hisflHiftaadry*  .  '  ^  i « 
'  AmongtheArerynumePc^^'nofcilitymany  poffefs 
fortunes  of- a  Miimdred  thoufand  or  of  iive  hun- 
rii^d  thiirikq^ci-vtbteSy  and'  fbmetimes  more ;  but 
the  gftnBrality  "^isay  have  i)  fortune  of  :between 
thirty  thpulknd  and  a  bimdred.  thouiand  rubles. 
Others,  who  have  no  landed  property,  or  but 
littl^5  and  perhaps  are*  even'  in  debt^  'find  various 
Weans  of  acquiiiiig  a  decent  income,  either  in  the 
jnilitary  or  civil  fervice,  pr  by  farming.  Thofe 
vhu  are  qalled.  poor,  would  not  be  thought  fo  in 

,•  A  ftriking  example  of  this  is  obfervablc  in  the  ruffian 
^Idier>  who,  from  bis-  extremely  fmall  pay^  and  his  ^xa6lly 
pieafare^  allowance  of  provifion,  frequently  by  oeconomy. 
and  gootd  management  accumulfL(e^.a  Utile  .capital  from  hi^ 
iavings. 

Saxony, 
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ftrvants  *;  he  h  commonly  the  friend  and  con-  • 
iident  of  the  noblemen  of  his  parifh,  and  his 
houfe  the  ufual  relort  of  them ;  no  man  of  rank 
need  be  afhamed  of  driving  in  his  coach  and  pair, 
often  his  coach  and  fourf.     His  paftorate  is  equal 
in  all  vefpcds,  even  in  privileges  and  immunities^ 
to  any  nobleman's  eftate  in  his  neighbourhood:, 
tjie  income  of  a  laiger  benefice  upon  a  near  cal- . 
culation  may  amount  to  fifteen  hundred  or  two 
thoufahd,  and  a  moderate  one  to:  about  eight 
hUndrisd  rubles;    yet  there  are  a  few  finaller,- 
which  are   likewife    more  produftive  than  the 
little  m^ors,   becaufe  they  have  not  only  the 
benefit  of  their  own  hulbandry,  but  alfo  a  good 
revenue  in  corn  and  money  from  the  parifli.  — 
The  livonian  advocates,  are  not  wont  to  draw  up 
a  writing,  as  in  Saxony,   for  a  few  grofches :  the 
ordinary  fee  being  feldom  confined  to  five  or  tea 
rubles,  and  for  ihftituting  a  trifling  procels,  or  for 
preparing  a  covenant,  contrafil,   teftament,  &c, 

*  When  he  has  any  paHorate-boors,  he  is,  like  thd.  noble* 
man  on  his  demefne^  their  mafter  and  judgej  takes  from  theia 
^s  many  domeilics  as  he  pleafes,  and  has  his  hufbandry  per- 
formed by  their  feudal  fervice.  If  he  have  no  boors  belonging 
to  him,  then  the  pariih  muft  find  him  a  proper  number  of  do* 
medics^  and  befides  them,  the  neceflary  hands  for  his  hnfbandry 
without  wages  or  recompence ;  he  likewife  receives  his  firewood 
of  them,  free  of  expence. 

^  To  fee  him  going  about  on  foot/  as  intiermany,  would 
be  a  &x^g^  fight. 

they 
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they  are  ufually  paid  from  fifty  to  a  hundred 
rubles :  it  is  not  then  to  be  wondered  at  that  they 
drive  about  m  fuch  carriages  as  they  go  in,  in 
Saxony,  to  the  privy-council;  and,  that,  after 
prafiifing  a  few  years,  they  purchafe  a  noble 
demefne.  —  The  phyfician,  even  the  furgeon,.  who 
frequently  ads  in  the  capacity,  of  the  fonneav  is 
paid  for  an  ordinary  cure  from  thirty  t.o  two 
hundred  rubles ;  it  is  common  for  a  wealthy  no- 
bleman to  make  an  agreement  with  his  phyfician, 
whom  he  always  fends  for  from  town  in  his  pwn 
carriage,  and  pays  him  for  the  whole  cure  five 
hundred  rubles.  When  a  furgeon  inoculates-  the 
boor-children  in  a  diftrifl,  he  generally  may 
expe6l  a  recompence  of  eighty  or  a  hundred 
rubles. '  Befides  the  phyfician  and  the  furgeon 
who  are  paid  by  the  crown  for  every  cirde,  it 
is  ufiial  for  a  nobleman  or  aparifh  to  keep  a 
phyfician  of  their  own,  to  whom  they  give  a  fixed 
faiary  of  three  hundred  or  four  hundred  rubles.  — 
The  common  faiary  of  a  domeftic  tutor  about 
thirty  years  ago  was  a  hundred  or  a  hundred  and 
fifty  rubles ;  at  prefent  in  the  hbufes  of  noblemen 
it  is  generally  three  hundred  or  four  hundred  rubles, 
to  which  tea,  coffee,  the  ufe  of  the  carriage,  at- 
tendance, waihing,  and  even  confiderable  prefent$ 
are  added  *.     Nor  need  this  be  a  matter  of  fur- 

*  The  mufic^mafter  at  the  manor-houfe  nfually  gets  a« 
raach.  The  poor  nobleman  confeqaently  feels  himfelf  rather 
pinched,  when  his  children  are  grown  up  to  require  a  domeftic 
tator. 

4  prife. 
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]»*iie,  as  the  nobleman  pays  his  deward,  vfao  c«a 
only  vrite  and  keep  accounts,  with  ftee  boudf 
ftc.  a  hundred  or  a  btmdred  and  fi%  ruUes 
per  annum. 

Owing  to  the  flouriihing  ftate  of  commerce^  in 
the  TOaritime  towns  many  merchants  are  £een  wbo 
pofleis  capitals  of  fome  hundred  thoufands  of 
rubles.  It  may  be  advanced  in  general  that  this 
opulence  would  be  more  eommon,  if  they  were 
fewer  in  number,  and  their  expences*  bore  a 
nearer  prq)ortion  with  their  profits  f .  —  Th« 
tradrfmen  earii  a  great  deal  of  money  with  little 
trouble  J. 

The 

*  It  is  only  in  finall  towns  that  the  merehant's  wife  goes  om 
ibot  to  chorch ;  i«  the  krgier  (he  has  her  coacbcifter  the  n/ewefi 
fafliion,  and  in  the  honfe  as  much  magnificence  is  difplayed 
freqaently  as  in  that  of  the  wealthy  nobleman. 

+  The  nxffian  trader  in  the  livonian  towns>  are  a  proof  of 
this.    As  their  expence  in  cIoaths>  eatings  carriage^  he.  it  far  . 
finaller,  they  can  afford  to  fell  their  comroodities  niiich  che«per» 
accordingly  they  make  quick  Jietoms,  and  &>oin  find  themfelvep 
in  good  circomftances. 

I  A  few  examples  from  the  (mall  coontry^towns  wUI  (et  this 
matter  in  a  perfpicuoos  light.  The  fhoemaker  takes  for  a  pair 
of  fhoes,  when  all  the  leather  is  found  him>  merely  for  the 
making  between  fifty  kopeeks  and  one  ruble;  for  a  pair  of 
boots  if  or  two  rubles;  the  taylor  fi3r  a  plain  garment  firoM 
three  to  five  rubles ;  the  joiner  for  a  common  chefl  fmeared  with 
▼amifh,  for  which  the  wood  cofts  him  between  thirty  and  ifty 
kopeeks,  from  Bve  to  ten  rubles ;  the  wheelwright  for  a  pair  of 
C0ach«wheeft^  the  wood  coftmg  him  forty  kopeeks,  gets  be- 


TfaeHtqman  and  e&hociian  pea^tntfy  are  geoe* 
rally  tiimig^t  to  h^  if  not  mifei^le,  at  lead  poor : 
SDd.inftny.of  tiiein  laay  foe  £> t^mcd,  if  we  con* 
iider  liieir  vafialage  and.  their  feudal  burdens,  or 
thdr  diReUing9,  nouriiiiinent,  and  houihold  fur^ 
siture.  Hie  induitripus  and  frugal,  lK>wevery 
live  upon  the  iprodiiee  of  thcar  agriculture  in  m 
tKOnfortdile  a  mtuaner  aa  the  nature  of  tbeir  feudal 
confiitutaon  will  admit,,  if  the  boundlefs  avarice  ox 
infeniibility  of  a  .proprietor  do  not  cruih  them  by 
e3corbitant  impofts  and  feudal  burdens.  Among 
the  Lettes  uve  boors  who  fed  ibme  coafequence 
by  their  riches;  and  among  the  Eilhoniads  are 
"boor's  wives  who  wear  filver  necklaces  and 
ftomachers  to  the  value  of  fifly  rubles;  and 
among  both  nations  fome  who  eat  their  own. 
good  hcfuihold  bread  the  whole  year  througli, 
with  a  difti  of  meat  befides,  have  a  coniiderable 
ijuanthy  of  live  fiock,  and  lay  by  a  (mall  capital 
fum  of  money,  (fometimes,  aa  was  before  obferved, 


^ween  thr^  and  four  robles ;  the  Unner  for  a  ballock's  hide 
jyhich  he  buys  raw  for  three  or  four  r^ibles,  is  paid  eight  or  ten 
rubles ;  the  fmith  for  an  ordinary  padlock  will  have  from  one 
'to  three  rubles,  &c.  —  But  then  in  what  manner  do  rhefe  people 
live?  Expenfive  victuals,  coiFee  twice  a  day,  (which  here 
cofts  at  prefent  forty-eight  to  fifty-two  kopceks  per  pound,) 
tntertatnxnents,  parties  of  pleafure,  ftc.  are  extremely  com- 
mon. The  vife  goes  gaily  drefled^  and  feldom  condefcends 
to  do  any  of  the  houihold  bufinefs^  but  leaves  it  all  to  her 
*1fiatds. 
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buiy  it  in  the  ground,)  or  let  it  out  upon inteidl. 
Many  of  them  might  live  more  commodioufly 
than  in  the  wretched  fmoky  rooms^which  they 
inhabit,  as  feme  of  the  fubftantial  peafants  adually 
do  in  ,  chambers  with  neat  little  windows ;  but 
they  had  in  general  much  rather  adhere  to  th« 
old  manners  of  their  fathers*.  On  eftates  be* 
longing  to  the  crown,  where  the  impofls  and 
feudal  fervices  are  accumtely  defined,  the  boor^ 
when  his  huibandry  fucceeds,  lives  contented  and 
happy ;  and  many  of  the  private  landlords  suSt 
the  part  of  a  father  to  the  people  on  their  de- 
mefnes.  — ^  Some  writers  feem  to  imagine  the 
Efthonian  to  be  deftitute  of  the  finer  feelings  of 
our  nature  and  a  demi-brute;  but  thoufauds  of 
examples  ihew  that  nature  has  not  dealt  unkindly 
with  them,  though  in  quicknefs  of  intelleft  they 
are  far  below  the  Ruffians. 

The  generality  of  the  kozaks  enjoy  not  only 
the  neceffaries  but  the  accommodations  and  com- 
forts of  life.  In  the  parts  about  the  Don  cafe 
and  affluence  are  every  where  feen;  and  the 
kozaks  of  the  Ural  ufually  pafs  their  time  in  idle- 
nefs  and  yet  in  plenty,  fiom  the  riches  they 
obtain  by  means  of  the  produdlive  fiiheries  ou 
that  river. 

*  The  Greenlander  is  much  better  pleafed  with  his  Btkf 
eatth-hole  than  with  a  fine  edifice  in  Copenhagen* 

It 
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It  may  ^  probaWy  not  be  unacceptable  to  find 
here  a  fomewhat  more  circumftantial  account  of 
a  very  remote  province,    that  of  Nertfchinfk, 
which  to  my  knowledge  has  not  yet  beep  de- 
fcribed  by  any  traveller  as  to  its  profperity.     The 
people  there  pay,  according  to  the  nature  of  their 
condition  and  conftitution,  the  ufual  public  taxes, 
either  by  tribute  or  money.     Tliis  they  derive,  as 
well  as  all  other  neceffaries,  from  agriculture,  the 
chace,   the  fifliery,    M^orking  in  the  mines,   the 
trade  of  carriers,  the  fale  of  their  produ^te  to  the 
ruffian  merchan,ts  who  go  thither  for  them,  and 
their  trade  with  China,  when  it  is  open.     Some  of 
thefe  fburces  of  gain  require  to  be  a  tlittle  en- 
larged on  here ;  firft  remarking,  that  ruffian  and 
foreign  goods,  particularly  linen,  are  annually  im- 
ported and  confumed  in  thofe  parts  to  the  amount* 
of  abov^  one  hundred  thoufand  rubles*     On  the 
other  hand,    the   country-  people,    befide    their 
own  confumption,   g^t  a  net  profit  in  money, 
among  other  things  from:    1.    agriculture;    in 
good  years  the  boors  fell  to  the  mine-works  at 
the  four  towns  thereabouts,  and  to  the  troops  oji 
the  frontiers,  annually  to  the  amount  of  twenty 
thoufand  to  twenty-five  thoufand  rubles  in  corn ; 
^,  from  the  trade  of  carriers,  as  they  convey  all 
the  fiirs  of  thofe  parts  to  ruffian  towns  on  account 
of  the  merchants*,   or  bring  back  goods  from 

*  Some  even  carry  at  times  the  nobje  metals  obtained  there 
to  the  place  of  their  deftination, 
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them,  l)y  which  they  earn  eveiy  year  frofti  eight 
to  ten  thoufand  rubles;    S.  from   the   trade  to 
China,  when  it  goes  forward,  whither  they  tran- 
fport  annually  about  two  thoufand  horfes, ,  nearly 
the  fame  number  of  horned  cattle,  and  as  many 
yufts  or  hides,  ^nd  feveral  thoufand  lamb-fkins; 
4.  from  the  trade  to  Huffitt  in  which  they  only 
difpofe  of  fiirs :  this  amounted  (befides  the  tribute 
paid  by  the  Tungufes  and  Bunets)  i^om  the  year 
1T85  to  1789,  cJne  year  with  another,  annually 
•from  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  to 
Wo  hundred  and  forty-thoufand  iquirrel-fkins,  at 
one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  ruMes  the 
thoufand  ;  one  hundred  and  eighty  to  two  hun- 
dred and  folly  fables,  at  five  to  fifteen  rubles  a 
-piece,  rarely  twenty  to  twenty-fiye  rubles  * :  two 
hundred  to  350  fox-(kins,  at  1  f  or  two  rubles  a 
piece ;    one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
bear-fkins,    at  four  to  fifteen  rubles   a  fpi^ce; 
three  hundral  to  four  hundred  wolf-fltins,  at  If 

*  The  da-urian  .fabtes  and  fifuirrels  aire  Feckoned  to  be  tbe 
bcft  in  the  empire,  accordingly  they  are  dearer  than  thofc 
from  other  patis.  For  tliis  reafon  the  Chinefe,  who  have 
the  art  of  colouring  them,  buy,  not  thcfe  but  the  worfe  and 
'therefore  dieaper  oties  from  Irkatflc-  For  fome  time  paft  it 
has  been  obferved^  that  the  &Ues  mnd  iqairrels  retire  thence 
to  the  river  Amoor:  perhaps  on  account  of  the  number  of 
honters. 

t  The  latter  price  is  paid  by  the  ruffian  merchants  that  come 
thither  only  for  thofc  wiUi  filvcry  hair,  which  however  are 
very  fcarce. 
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to  tire*  rabies  each ;  fifty  to  fixty  lytix-tkit*^ 
£*om  five  to  eight  rabks  eack*:  ten  1i}i0U&n4 
to  £fteen  thoniand  hai^e^&ins,  at  tbrty  to  #iy 
rubles  the  tbou£indi|^;  thiity  to  forty  gluttob^ 
Aids,  from  foar  to  eight  rifles  4  piece;  fiH 
thoufatid  to  eight  thouiaad  Made  aoA  ^K^itb 
la;lTlb•^fk4Ils,  ,a  Mack  at  ^%  to  reventy,  a  '^bSle  i% 
tirenly  to  tiurty-five  kppd€^,  fee. 

As  agriculture  heve  is  very  inviting  oil  accouM 
of  the  'profit  it  -brings,  the  Tungides  and  Bor^fe^ 
have  begun  to  addi3;  themfelves  to  it,  and  «h«rt 
open  an  advan*tageous  profpe^  far  fulufity. 
Some  of  them  alfo  attempt  to  gaila  a  livelihood  zS 
carrier*. 

That  an>idft  fo  many  means  of  gaining  vMii€f 
the  people  muft  in  general  be  m  eafy  ctfcmn- 
ikitio^,  13  apparent  to  the  moR  cardefe  obferver ; 
b^ide^,  the  <jondua  of  the  old  ruffian  inhafcitantt 
is  a  pTOof  of  it,  many  of  whobi  are  cenfureA 
by  the  aeadeitiicians  in  the  account  of  theit 
travek  (or  living  in  idlenrife  and  5^  debauchery. 
•  it  Mras  for  Uiis  teB&>n  that  a  very  refpeftable 

peffbn, 

'^"Bttt  W!ien  "the  commerce  at  Eachta  flourilhes,  ticyafc 
motik  in  tr^de  thfctoen  orlojwuea  rii^s  a  piepe. 

t  The  iidQ3  of  bears,  wolves^  lynK^Sp  fp«ces,  b^i^gf^.liM 
macmottes,  are  worfe  in  hair  than  diofe  in  pther  pa«ts.  of 
Ru^;  bat  thofe  of  the  hare  are  ^a  ^ood  as  myn^hvp 
elfc. 

X  The  old  inhacbitants  who  follow  hufbandry  particularly 
are  become  very   negligent  and  great  fpendthrifcs  by  thelV 
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pcrfon,  who  has  a  thprough  knowledge  of  the 
diftrift  of  Nertfchinfk,  mentions  in  a  .letter,  that 
it  would  be  of  great  fervice  to  the  province  and 
the  agriculture  of  thofe  parts,  as  well  as  highly 
improving  and  encouraging  to  the  other  in- 
habitants, if  the  crown  would  fend  about  1000 
or  more  good  ruffian  boors  to  fettle  there:  as 
they  would  fet  a  fine  example  of  induftry  to  the 
Hncivilized  natives,  and  teach  them  to  carry  on 
hufbandry  to  greater  advantage,  and  might  per- 
Imps  gradually  infpire  their  elder  brethren  of  thofe 
countries,  or  at  lead  their  pofterity,  witli  more 
peconomical  diipofitions. 

Foreign  gentlemen  coming  to  Ruffia  have 
perhaps  entered  a  peafant's  houfe  by  the  road, 
and  at  the  fight  of  fome  obje£is  have  been  led  to 
think  the  condition  of  the  ruffian  boors  to  be  ex* 
tremely  wretched  and  miferable  *.  They  found, 
for  example,  no  feather-beds ;  as  the  ruffian 
boor  fleeps  on  a  hard  bench,  his  coat  or  a  fort 
of  rug  ferving  him  both  for  coverlet  and  pillow. 
£ut  the  common  ruffian,  who  is  inm^ed  to  this 
from  his  very  infancy^  and  generally  has  nothing 


affluence.    Even  the  common  people  there  drink  a  prodigioos 
quantity  of  tea ;  each  perfon  feveral  cans  of  it  a  day. 

*  Some  travellers^  from  feeing  particolarly  poor  peafants 
or  villages  in  Livonia  and  Efthonia,  draw  conclafions  con* 
cerxiing  all  the  country  pep^e  of  the  empi^ei  Jbat  they  are 
groundlefs.  , 
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at  all  to  co^er  him,  requires  no  feather-bed; 
otherwife  he  could  foon  provide  himfelf  with 
one,  fince  he  is  neither  in  want  of  tame  poultry 
nor  wild  fowl.  —  Others  have  pronounced  the 
tuflian  pierchants,  from  their  fimple  national 
habit,  to  be  deftitute  of  propriety  in  drels.;  and 
have  exclaimed  againft  their  ordinary  favourite 
meifes,  which  indeed  may  not  be  highly  palatable 
to  every  foreign  depraved  appetite.  Biit  thit 
way  of  reafoning  furely  is  not  juft.  Who  will 
prefume  to  fet  himfelf  up.  for  a  competent  judge 
of  tafte  for  other  men  ?  If  the  ruffian  merchant 
content  himfelf  with  a  cheap  national  drefi, 
which  however  is  by  no  means  always  the  cafe, 
he  is  certainty  to  be  commended  for  it;  at  the 
fame  time  his  wife  perhaps  wears  as  many  genuine 
pearls  upon  her  head-drefi  (that  being  a  very 
ufual  ornament)  as  would  buy  him  feveral  hand* 
fome  fuits  of  cloaths. 

The  moderate  taxes,  the  cheap  living,  the  ex- 
cellent; and  numerous  produds,  the  contentednefe 
of  the  people,  and  the  good  regulations  adopted 
through  the  empire,  afford  to  every  one  whp  con* 
du6ls  himfelf  well  in  his  (lation  of  life,  fufficieni 
means  for  acquiring  a  competency.  The  majority 
of  the  ruffian  fubjcds  fare  better  in  tlieir  way  thau 
the  great  multitude  in  France,  Germany,  Sweden, 
and  feveral  other  countries.  That  the  fame  may 
be  laid  of  all  daffies,  needs  not  here  be  repeated, 
>t  having  already  been  made  apparent  -=-  Where 
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t,tj  drficumcy  is  pecoeivable  *,  tibe  fault  h  not  to 
be  imputed  to  tke  puUic  iaftitutMsns,  laws,  taxes, 
ttA  fiorm  of  government ;  but  to  particuhr  dbr* 
eumfiaaces  dooA  unavoidable  coaibiBations,  often 
iblely  to  the  faffering  firbje6i  hinnfelf,  who  may  be 
either  regardiief»  of  his  duties,  or  negUgeat  in  hi$ 
accounts,  or  p^baps  has  taken  up  a  profeffioa  fat 
which  be  had  no*  the  proper  talents  f.  But  it  is 
indflfptfttable,  that  in  RufiKa,  by  a  propriety  of  be^* 
faavionr,  the  foreigner,  aa-wett  a^  the  native^  may 
foon  procure  a  decent  livelihood 
.  In  &tmey  cxMintries  authors  ha^-e  attempted  to, 
odlctilate  the  whole  national  weahh,  or  at  leaft 
thd  amount  of  ali  the  natu^  produds,  and  to 
aibertain  what  portioit  of  k  filh  to  the  ihave  of 
overy  indirviduad-  Thefe  exercifes  may  be  an 
•mufemecit  ftn*  idle  hours^  but  felidonx  aiiford  ikti»- 
HaStmx  ta  the  nian  of  fcience; 

^  A»  IB  tiM  c4&  xeith  duinb^n  of  vaflak  whoie  Iw^  loc  k  is 
to  belong  to  very  fevere  landlords ;  or  with  tradefmen  who  ex- 
perience a  want  of  cufiomers,  or  with  ^  decayed  merchant.  Sec. 

f  This  may  ferve  as  a  hint  to  feme  coIonifEs  that  are  diilatij- 
fied  with  their  condition,  who  having  obtained  parcels  of  lantf, 
imvt  ^tiier  itieliAatioo  nor  abilities  tocultitaie  tkenb  and 
therefer^  coniitue  ^i  pooi:  as  at  their  firfi  conung.  Jk  i&  sqppttr 
cable  to  many^  Italians  aad  otHers>  who  woal4  nowhere  procwe. 
a  decent  livelihood  wece  they  to  travel  the  wlhole  world  over. 
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SECTION   I. 
Conjiitution  of  the  Gowr?ments, 

In  the  ruflian  empire  were  many  governments  fa 
exceedingly  ej^tenfive,  that  in  fuperficial  contents 
they  were  not  equalled  by  any  kingdom  in  Eu- 
rope. In  thefe  the  governor  was  greatly  overbur- 
den.^ with  bu^^ef^ :  the  office  of  judge,  the  po- 
lice, the  levying  of  the  taxes,  providing; for  inter- 
&al  and  external;  Security,  ami  the  fupisrintendeuce 
of  a  thoufand  other  mattefs  refted  peHbnally  on 
him:  fo  that  it  was  impoffible  for  one  man  to 
f  ondud;  thefe  multifarious  concerns  with  due  ex- 
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aftitude,  efpecially  as  there  were  neither  courts  of 
juftice  nor  boards  6f  affairs.  The  emprefi  Catba^ 
rine  II.  therefore  conceived  the  falutary  defign  (^ 
giving  her  empire  a  totally  different  form;  by 
dividing  it  into  feveral  more  proportionate  govem*^ 
ments,  and  thefe  again  into  fo.many  circles: 
fep^fating  the  bufinefs  of  each  by  alfigning  to  all 
their  particular  couits.  This  was  effe6ted  by  tlie 
ereftion  of  viceroyalties  *3i  of  which  it  will  be 
neceflary  to  give  fome  account  in  the  prefent 
work. 

What  the  emprefe  had  principally  in  view  by 
this  alteration,  were  a  more  facile  and  impartial 
adminifiratipn  of  juftice,  greater  re^larity,  uni- 
formity in  proceedings,  putting  a  check  upon  the 
arbitrary  authority  of  an  arrogant  and  haughty 
commander,  providing  fecurity  for  upright  men 
in  office  t,  to  bring  redrefs  and  relief  within  the 
reach  of  every  one,  the  obviating  of  many  op- 
preflfive  grievances,  to  introduce  improvement 
into  feveral  claiTes  of  the  people,  to  promote  the 

*  The  bool^  containing  all  her  precepU  to  this  end  came  09t 
under  the  title  of.  Her  imperial  majefty  Catharine  XL's  ordi- 
nances for  the  adminiilration  of  the  ^Vemments  of  the  roffian 
emf^ire.  St  Peterfborg,  1775.  The  fecond  part  was  pablUhed 
in  1780. 

f  Honeft  men*  even  gayemqi^*  if  they  refafed  to  attach 
themfelves  to  a  poiyerful  party  were  formerly  by  no  means  iafe, 
as  was  feen  in  the  cs^fe  of  governor  Wolfi>  and  afterwards  in 
that  of  coont  Sieyers, 

^ircu- 


Circulation  of  money,  to  obtain  a  more  conve- 
nient vent  for  the  produ^  of  tjie  country,  amon^ 
many  other  advantages.  •—  She  therefore  fpared  no 
pains  in  providing  a  remedy  for  every  dek&,  and 
that  law  and  equity  might  be  eveiy  where  diir 
penfed    The  annual  coft  to  the  crown  in  the  pay 
of  judges  and  placemen  in  the  civil  department 
had  been  immenfe.     Now  juftice  was  to  be  admi« 
niilered  without  fee  or  reward :  therefore  all  per- 
quifites  of  office  were  ftri6Uy  forbidden,  infpe6lors 
of  judges  and  guardians  of  the  laws  were  ap« 
pointed,    and  bribery  prohibited   under    heavy 
penalties*     On  the  eftablifhment  of  thefe  govern- 
ments, tumultuous  deciiions  or  arbitrary  fentences 
were  no  longer  to  be  dreaded ;  fuits  now  were 
carried  on  in  due  courfe  of  law;  many  contro- 
verfies  were  fatisfaftorily  compromifed  by  the  court 
of  confcience;   and  people  taken  into  cu&ody 
were  nev^r  in  danger  of  being  forgotten  by  a  care* 
left  judge,  as  all  other  caufes  muft  give  way  to 
criminal  examinations,  and  certain  officers  were 
obliged  frequently  now  to  vifit  the  prifons. 

A  beneficial  inftitution  like  this,  which  held 
out  fo  many  advantages,  was  received  with  joy 
by  the  whole  nation  %  which  had  never  till  now 

had 

*  From  both  antknt  and  modern  hiftory  we  learn  that  in 
laany  countries  i|ew  inftitotions,  though  proceeding  from  the 
fmreft  motives,  have  fometimes  occafioned  vtry  alarming  dlf^ 
t||rbances»  fo  great  as  to  indncc  the  foverei^n  to  retrad  the 

•  A^utary 
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had  a  ppoper  juridical  conftitii*km*..-^-So!nea* 
firfi;  appiehe^dsd  that  fo  mmy  pofts  m  tifee  nudtk 
tude  of  vicef^alties  would  occafion  almofi;  inlu^ 
pefable  difficultly,  efpcciaJly  in  thofe  diftri^ 
vhere  there  were  Icaxcely  any  nobles  at  ali ;  but 
experience  ihiewed  the  contrary:  it  tkos  founds 
that^  befides  various  othef  perib&s  wjio  had  before 
filled  civil  offices,  there  were  officers  enough,  wha 
were  already  out  of  the  feiTice,  or  h^d  given  ift 
their  refignation,  and  were  very  capable  of  beifi§; 
appointed  to  the  new  ftationsf.  — In  ihort,  it 
is  fiifficiently  prefcrifoed  in  the  afore-cited  ordipi 
nances^  at  what  tiii»e  and  how  long  the  courts 
ihould  hold  their  fittings;  and  when  and  by  whom 


falutary  innovations.  But  not  in  RufTia:  the  fubje^  in  all 
places  received  the  new  conflitution  with  grateful  applaafe. 
Some  provinces  feemcd  at  firft  to  apprehend  an  injury  to  their 
privileges  hj  it;  but  they  were  foon  (hewn  ihftt  th^y  wo^lii  bt 
gaincjs  by  the  adoufiion  of  it.  CojAqpcnfii^  they  aeYW  pm. 
ceeded  to  murmurs,  much  le(s  ta  opea  refilbuic^. 

*  A  few  provinces  are  an  exception  ta  this*  as  tkoft  of  the 
Baltic,  and  in  fame  meafure  the  malo-ruflian ;  but  theadminir- 
tracion  of  judice  was  in  atl  extremely  defejfliye. 

t  They  ffiited  the  ruffian  nation  in  all  departments.  But 
that  country  in  general  is  a  >  proof  that  the 'juridical-office 
Unay  be  well  and  truly  adminiflered  without  previous  acade- 
nical  preparation,  or  wkhout  havisg  bokogei  to  a  college 
of  law.  Even  xoepe  wntei:s  ha^ve  been  often  appeinted  to  fecre* 
tariates. 

the 


^43  €)66^il  c£  the  judges  ihoukl  be  nuuk*.  That 
tike  plaees  of/  raoft  unportaBxre  ilwMkkl  be  filled  by 
the  empreia  her&if^  o^^ers.  by  the  fenate,  fom^ 
by  tl^  g^veroozv  m^xiy  by  the  Bobility  of  th^ 
government  ar  tike  circle,  ^c.  as  ahb  by  whom 
propo&l»  fliouM  be  made,  is  clearly  afcertained 
in  thofe  otdm^^ces^  to  yfhich  the  cturioms  on  this 
ftibje^i;  ase  x^kxred.  But  a  few  other  obje^ls 
demand  hare  o^r  &rther  nt>tice. 

Every  governmeHt  was:  to  cmiHik  of  between 
900,00Q  and  4!()Q,000  perfons  of  the  male  fex. 
Thb  hq^^rever  i»  not  to  be  an  undeviating  rule ; 
ia  many  their  numbers  are  &r  lels,  an<]i  in  others 
DiiKb  nu^e.  Each  has  its  own  governor  and  vice* 
gon^ernor;  but  a  general  governor  is  appointed 
€O0iHionly  over  two^  feldom  over  three  go«^m- 
ments.  Each,  according  to  its  extenrt  and  popu* 
lation,,  is  divided  into  feveral  circles^  yet  many 
Ihai  aare  g^  fuch  large  dimeniions  as  to  require  it, 
^l^  farmed  into  two  or  mor«  provinces,  and  each 
^  ikem  ag^in.  into  fevcj;al  circk^     To  a  circle  or 

*  nChe  joriHifal  pexfons  in  the  circles*,  as  well  as  in  the  tovns, 
ev^  im  feme  of  the  fupecior  Qourts>  were  chofen  every  three 
years.  Some  have  thought  thefe  frequent  changes  might  pre* 
vent  the  judge  from  acquiring  fufEcient  experience^  and  thus 
the  fecretary>  who  is  never  changed^  would  foon  gain  an 
afcendancy.  But  this  furmiie  is  nhfounded.  The  eledors  may 
chooie  the  judge  afrefh  if  he  deferve  their  confidence ;  hut  no 
one  dare  evqr  abufe  his  power.  Formerly  the  jiidge  was  per- 
manent in  Livonia  and  Efthonia,  bot  the  fecreary  often  had  a 
preponderance. 

diftria 


396  CONSTITUTION   OF 

diftria  from  20,000  to  30,000  head  of  males  are 
computed:  though  neither  is  this  an  invariable 
rule*.  Each  has  its  government-to\vn f  where 
the  chief  magiftracy,  namely,  the  general  go- 
vernor and  the  governor,  together  with  the  fupe- 
rior  courts,  hold  their  feflions ;  but  a  circle-town 
is  affigned  to  every  circle  from  which  it  takes  its 
name,  and  where  the  circle  officers,  or  at  leaft 
their  chanceries,  are  ftationed :  though  other  towns 
may  lie  within  a  circle,  which  then  have  their 
own  town-magiftracy,  but  no  circle-court.  —  The 
officers  have  their  falaries  and  rank  allotted  to 
them :  only  fome  ferve  without  pay,  as,  the  go- 
vemment-marflials  and  circle-marihals,  as  likewife 
in  the  tO'WTis,  the  town-ciiief,  the  oral  judge,  &c. 
—  The  officers  and  courts  appointed  to  a  vice* 
royalty  are  the  following : 

1.  The  general-governor:}::  who  is  in  a 
manner  the  fuperintendant  of  all  the  officers  of 
his  viceroyalty ;  but  neither  judge  nor  legiflator; 
though  in  the  deliberations  of  the  magiftrates,  at 

*  Thus  there  are  circles  containing  not  near  fo  many^  for 
infbuxce^  that  of  Veiflenftein  in  the  government  of  Reval,  having 
only  about  i2,ooo. 

f  Commonly  the  government  takes  its  name  from  it ;  though 
there  are  a  few  exceptions,  as  Caucafas  apd  T^urida,  likewife 
the  government  of  Ekatarinoflaf  and  that  of  Perme, 

X  At  the  beginning  we  fometimcs  heard  of  viceroys,  which 
fitle  (lands  in  the  above-mentioned  ordinances,  with  that  of  9, 
general-governor.    At  prefent  the  laft  alone  is  ofed. 

which 
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which  he  prefides,  any  regulations  which  are 
thought  expedient,  may  be  enaffced.  He  can 
neither  levy  taxes  on  the  people,  nor  inflid  pu- 
niihments,  though  he  ordera  the  execution  of  the 
fentences  judicially  pronounced.  In  fubordination 
to  him  are  not  only  the  commandants  of  all  the 
fortreffes  within  his  government,  but  alfo  in  mili- 
tary proceedings  the  troops  that  are  there  with 
their  commander  or  chef-de-diyifion,  even  though 
the  latter  have  precedence  of  him  in  point  of 
feniority  in  the  fervice*.  — Thus  the  general  go- 
vernors are  on  one  fide  armed  with  great  power, 
but  on  the  other  have  bounds  prefcribed  to  fhem, 
that  they  cannot  arbitrarily  commit  injuftice. 
They  are  in  fome  fenfe  under  the  authority  of  the 
fenate,  which  however  can  only  demand  account 
of  them,  not  punifh  f  them,  but  only  reprimand 

the 

*  Some  few  have  even  a  divifion»  or  a  part  of  the  anny>  as 
a^laally  commanding  generals,  under  their  orders;  moft  of 
them  are  tranfplanted,  as  it  were,  from  the  military  to  the  civil 
flare. '  The  apprehenfion  left  fome  one  or  other  of  them  in  the 
remote  provinces  ihouldin  time  to  come  prove  dangerous,  is 
without  fbundation»'asnot  only  the  army  is  divided  intofeveral 
corps  or  diviiio&s,  but  the  imperial-cheft  in  the  government  is 
never  entrufted  to  the  general-governor.  -— A  wife  and  vigilant 
fovereign  will,  moreover,  always  take  care  to  maintain  all  io 
proper  equipoife. 

t  This  is  a  very  prudent  regulation ;  for  in  a  fonner  reign  it 
might  have  happened  occafiorally  that  the  eoniideration,  repoie, 
and  perfonaj  iafety  of  an  upright  governor  were  brought 

int(» 
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the  magiftracy.  —  It  is  0OB»monly  a  general  field- 
inari]ial  or  a  ^neml  in  chi^  that  is  raifcd  to  tiuB 
very  important  and  honourable  dignity*.  Oi«et 
aiMd  above  tlie  ai>i^|]rle  falary  accicndl^g  to  his  raak, 
he  alfo  receives  a  confiderable  fum  for  tht  «xpence9 
.of  his  table  f. 

2.  The  GOVERKOii,  lifcewife  a  perfettage  of 
gi'eat  confeqncnce,  \i^ho  not  only  ftepa  ttito  tlic 
place  of  the  general-:gov<rrnor,  when  he  is  abfeaart^ 
but  of  hinifelf  has  alfo  a  confiderable  inAitence  in 
all  concerns  of  the  goverhmwt.  He  coadttAs 
the  viceroyalty ;  calls  every  officer  to  account ; 
appoints  to  a  variety  of  pofts ;  what  he  ordens 
muft  be  executed,  though  tJie  council  ihould  -be 
of  a  different  opinion ;};;  he  is  aife  the  fuperior  itx 
the  college  of  general  provifion,  lifcewife  (jpecial . 


into  grelt  dangier. -^It  could  alfo  hiappen  that  the  fenate 
hiight  be  prompcod  to  tcflify  its  difpieafare  againft  a  gcngnl- 
governor. 

*  At  tiQiiss  alA)  this  icoportant  office  is  £]kd  by  a  lientoiuuit- 
J^cheral ;  though  cominonly  not  as  a^lual  g«neral<^OFemor»  tec 
only  as  a  fubflitute  for  him. 

f  The  ublcMnooey  afed  coanaonly  to  he  five  Jinzidred  rabies 
a  month  ;  bat  the  prefent  commander  in  Mofco  and  itsgovem- 
anent  recoiws  in  consequence  of  animmennoiukafe  of  the  19th 
of  February  1790,  heiides  the  fall  military  pay,  larith  the  nuioas 
according  to  the  charafler  he  fills,  a  monthly  aUoirapce  of  one 
thonfand  rubles  tabIe*money. 

t  In  that  caTe^  hDwever,  they  may  and  arc  oUiged  to  deliver 
ithetrieafims* 

inlpeftor 


Ittfpeftor  of  all  fchook,  &c.  *— This  pkce  is 
tifually  fiffle^l  by  a  lieutenant-general  or  a  major- 
gdneml*.  Over  and  above  'his  pay,  he  receives 
alfo  table-money  f. 

3.  The  vice-ooVernor  or  lieutenant-gover- 
nor, is  pFe(ident  in  the  finance-chamber;  but 
wlien  the  general-governor  and  the  governor  ard 
both  abfent,  he  fupplies  their  place.  This  poft 
as  occupied  by  perfons  from  the  military  and  from 
tlie  civil  departments. 

We  -come  now  to  the  feveral  courts  and  boards, 
each  having  its  chanceiy-officers : 

1.  Tlie  VICEROYALTY-GOVERNMENT,   in  which 

the  ^eneral-fgovernor,  the  governor,  and  two 
counfcUors  have  their  feats;  they  promulgate 
laws,  ordinances,  &c.  fee  to  the  exadt  obfervance 
of  them,  pro\'ide  for  fecurity  and  order,  make 
out  writs  of  arreft  and  execution,  &c. 

2.  The  COURT  of  justice,  which,  from  the 
words  of  the  Ordinances,  may  be  regardeil  in  a 
Iwofold  capacity ;  it  being  divided  into  two  de- 

^  Or  it  is  esfi^iKed  hf  a  peribn  from  the  civil  ilate^  viz.  a. 
priv)^coonrellor  or  a  ftate  eouoiellor,  as  is  at  prefent  thcoafe  in 
the  govemlnefit  of  Novgorod.  — *  Soidetimes  goveraorj  aie 
tranilated  from  one  government  into  another. 

f  In  many  govehansnts  the  falary  is  2250  nsbles*  in  others 
only  1800.  There  is  a  like  variation  in  regard  to  the  ubie- 
money:  here  and  there  the  iocome ariiing  from  a' certain  nam- 
ber  of  crown- boors  is  allotted  to  it;  jpome  governors  receive 
monthly  three  hundred,  others  only  one  i^undred  and  &hy 
rubles. 

partinents, 
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partmeiits,  whereof  o^ie  determines  in  }>eha] 
caufes,  and  the  other  in  civil  fuits :  each  confifis 
of  a  prefident,  two  counfellors,  and  two  affeffors. 
—  It  is  the  fupreme  court  of  the  viceroyalty ;  it 
receives  ordei-s  only  from  the  monarch  and  from 
the  fenate,  but  not  from  the  viceroyalty-govem* 
jiient.  In  penal  cafes  it  paiTes  the  final  fentenc^ 
which  is  then  fubmitted  to  the  *  general-governor. 
All  appeals  from  the  ftatute-court,  the  court  of 
wards,  and  the  magiftracy  of  the  t  government, 
go  to  the  court  of  jufticej,  whofe  fentenc«  is 
executed,  even  in  cafes  when  the  party  fubmitting, 
or  diffatisfied  with  the  decree,  carries  the  appeal 
to  the  fenate  §.  —  Ingroflations  or  public  bond- 

*  If  he  think  the  fentence  wrong,  he  can  defer  Its  €x«- 
cution;  if  juft,  he  orders  it:  he  has  no  right  arbitrarily  to 
alter  iL 

f  Whoever  appeals  from  thefe  courts*  moft  not  only  declare 
npon  oath  that  he  believes  hiscaufe  to  be  ju(^,  but  alfo  muft 
depoiit  one  hundred  rubles  fuccumbence-money,  which  he  for- 
feits if  the  verdid  be  fully  oonfirmed.  If  he  can  bring  proof 
that  from  poverty  he  is  unable  to  lay  down  that  fum*  he  is 
ezcufed.  It  is  £uther  fettled  in  the  Ordinances  how  much  the 
fum  in  litigation  muft  amount  to»  for  giving  a  right  of  appeal ; 
and  how  the  fuccumbence-money  muft  be  applied  Sn  cafe  of  its 
falling  to  the  court. 

X  In  the  government  of  Reval  it  is  vulgarly  called  the  tri* 
banal,  and  its  members  counfellors  of  the  tribunal. 

$  On  making  this  appeal,  together  with  the  abovemen-* 
tioned  oath,  a  depofit  of  two  hundred  rubles  fuccumbenco« 
money  muft  be  made. 

debts 
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tiebts  are  done  here,  if  amounting  to  upTwards  of 
one  hundred  rubles. 

3.  The  finance-chaMber  takes  care  of  the 
crown-incomes  and  taxes  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
monopolies  of  brandy  and  fait,  alfo  the  crown- 
mines,  if  any  be  there;  has  the  infpedlion  of  the 
accounts  of  the  population,  of  public  buildings, 
of  the  cuftoms,  payment  of  the  fixed  falaries,  &c. 
The  vice-governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  oeco* 
nomy-dire6lor,  prefides  in  it :  there  is  likewife  a 
treafurer  of  the  governmetit. 

4.     The    COLLEGE    OP     GENERAL     PROVISION 

dire6b  its  attention  to  falutary  and  beneficial  in« 
ftitutions,  to  fchools*,  hoi))itals,  poor-houfes, 
infirmaries,  work-houfes.  Sec.  Under  the  prefix 
dence  of  the  governor  it  has  fix  afleflbrs,  of 
whom  two  are  from  the  ftatute-court  (of  nobles), 
two  from  the  govemment-magiftracy  (of  the 
burgher  clafs),  and  two  from  the  court  of  f  wards, 
if  there  be  one.  —  It  receives  no  orders  but  from 
the  fovereign  and  the  fenate. 

5.  The  STATUTE-LAW  COURT,  IS,  as  it  were, 

\Sjie  middle  court  between  the  inferior  boards  of 

•  •  •  • 

*  His  aathority  however  does  not  extend  over  fuch  fchools 
as  are  chartered,  or  coimnitted  to  a  particular  diredUon  by  the 
imperial  cominand.  * 

f  There  the  afleflbrs  are  taken  from  the  yeomanry  or  coan* 
tryfolk,  or  at  leaft  aft  in  their  ftead. 

VOL.  !!•  D  D  ali 
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a}l  the  circles,  and  the  coiift  of  jUdicsftiBre  *.  It 
is  compofed  of  two  prefidents  and  ten  afiTdSorSf 
all  tak&fi  from  thi;  nobility.  Hither  come  the 
tt()peate  f)t>iit  the  circIe-iDOQrts^  the  office  of  no^ 
fole*wardfliip$,  ind  the  inferior  courts  of  ftatuts^ 
taw.  It  tri^  both  criminal  isid  cit  ii  caufes  im  the 
fitft  inidahce:  fending  the  fbrnier  dited  to  tiie 
court  of  juilicie>  thb  latter  coming  before  it  only 
byapjleal. 

6.  Thi3  collar  01?  coiTMifisrcE^  oi-  t&b  cmurt 
of  equity,  is  a  board  irhidii  is  not  ffauiuil  tn.othet 
countriei».  It  take^  Car6  that  perfens  eotilbiitted 
to  pfifoh  ftall  foot  remain  there  without  being 
brought  to  trial;  ^ives  le  bring  difpntants^  tf 
they  requed  it^  to  agi;ee  by  aecommdobtniti ; 
dietermihes  alt  cauM  relating  tgi  minois,  ktuaties^ 
idiots,  &c. ' —  It  is  in);i6pendent  on  ail  tte  ttibbr 
ifials  of  the  gorernment.  Here  are  one  {nreSdc&t^ 
twb  afrelfots  fmm  the  noUii^  for  cail&s  beCw«il 
tiobles,  t\m  of  th)s  bargher  cla^  for  contrarcUi^ 
betv^^een  people  of  that  ^tion,  and  two  ffoak  the 
flatute-law  courts   or  from  Ae  aamtryfelk,  for 


*  Some  cadres,  for  inftance  thofe  relating  to  privileges  and 
tefbmentaty  matters,  atfoia  tAfem  of  tidpift  cdaetn^  no- 
blemen, are  ct^m^enced  htre  as  in  tlie  firft  iaAnNe;  b«t  i» 
regard  to  circle-courts  and  noble  ward(htps» -ftiatfae  fieonif 
and  in  relation  to  judgments  decreed  in  the  ioferipr  ffaUnte^law 
courts^  even  the  third  inftance* 

diiputea 
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tdtffMites  isaatig  them.  Tbef(^  affipflcn  are  chofea 
«rerf  tliree  years  firoin  their  eqliak*. 

7.    The   XAOI»ltilCT    OP    THIR   OOVJtRKUKKf, 

10  the  ftiperiot  court  cf  the  magiftrateB  of  ?i\  Ike 
tsuwtm  in  tb6  gofernmem  It  eonfifts  of  Wb 
pTefidcMs  wd  fi:^  afTcHbrs.  The  btter  ate  elefied 
by  ballot  from  the  merchaaits  and  biicghevS  of  the 
goretftmefit-town  every  three  yeats. 

8.  The  SUPERIOR  cavRT  of  irjtuBs,  h  tha 
highrr  oowt  for  aU  the  iBferior  coartar  of  that 
dc&Tiptioft  bdonging  to  the  gov^nment  i%  oci* 
ninal  and  civil  caufes  n^  the  odnodvort^rand  tl«e 
odious  boors  beiongiog  to  the  crovn  add  to  the 
onpire  It  has  tsfo  j^refidents  asd  ten  afiUTtifs ; 
the  latter  being  elefied  fhun  the  people  hckoigmg 
to  ^0  jorifisliftioii  of  ihi»  bmrd^  of  fraiii  ttfin 


f  Cmoenias  ek^miB  fe  »  In  srnenil  to  b«  yliiMfM: 
.1.  tlict  Utey  are  peifoRAcd  by  cbc  w])(^  body  of  barkers  U 
€9ch  town  >  wherei^Sy  z.  the  nobility  always  affemUe  (of  this 
pttrpoie  m  tBe  goveraoient-town^  becauie  they  elefl  not  only 
the  i^i^tgci  for  their  drcfe,  Init  aMb  many  ot  the  tecmbers  fofr 
the  fiiperioivKXttrti ;  in  the  Luttr  all  the  nobitfs  of  the  vhob 
vteeftqpnkr  tak^  ptrt.  j.  AU  dtdkmis  {otiJf  tm  ^mfffally 
lawnig  the  cquntryfolli)  are  done  by  ballot  ip  prcftnce  of  aa 
ilifpe^r.  4.  The  number  of  affinnative-ruffirages  are  entered 
in  a  book ;  if  afterwards  a  member  goes  off'  by  death,  5r^. 
virlMtfrer  h»d  tbm  next  greater  Jiumber  of  votes  taiecs  his  place. 
i.  T)t9  eleftori  auy  eiiher  i^groo  opoo  certain  perfons  to  be 
propofed  to  their  choice^  or  ballot  for  each  perfon  capable  of 
kiifig  %l4Gkd :  the  latter  fiMtbod  takes  up  i  «kal  of  tano. 

p  D  2  Where 
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Where  the  extent  of  the  government  require 
it,  there  may  be  more  than  one  fuperior  ftatute* 
law  court,  govemment-magiftracy,  and  fuperior 
court  of  wards.  Each  of  thefe  three  fuperior 
courts  has,  Kke  the  court  of  judicature,  two  de- 
partment^ one  for  penal,  the  other  for  civil 
caufes  *,  each  has  alfo  its  own  procureur  and  two 
folicitors,  one  attending  to  the.  fuits  of  the  crown, 
and  the  other  to  penal  caufes. 

Befideff  thefe  courts  various  individuals  are  ap^ 
pointed,  namely,  1.  The  government-prbcureury 
whofe  duty  it  is  to  be  watchful  over  the  obferv* 
ance  of  the  ordinances,  to  indi£);  the  negligent,  to 
vifit  the  prifons,  &c.  2.  Two  govcrnment-folici* 
tors,  one  for  matters  belongmg  to  the  crown,  the 
other  for  penal  caufes^  They  are  appointed  as 
affiflants  to  the  goverament-procureur.  5.  The 
govemment-marihal,  is  in  a  manner  the  head  of 
the  nobilky,  atid  is  elefted  evei^'  three  yeaft  by 
his  peers,  who  may  affociate  with  him  circle-depu- 
ties. He  fefves  without  pay ;  in  fubordination  to 
him  on  certain  occafions  are  the  circle^onarilials. 
4.  The  govemment-iand-furveyor,  &c. 

In  every  circle  are  fometimes  three,  fometimed 
four  boards  of  judicature,  with  their  neceffary 
chancery-offices,  namely : 

].  A  CIRCLE-COURT  for  penal  and  civil  caui^^ 
confifting  of  the  circle-judge  and  two  afleffors^  aH 

*  When  one  de^aftment  has  litdt  bi]&iefi»  and  the  other 
tfittch;  the  fonnerli  obliged  to  affift  the  latter. 

of 
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of  the  nobility.  It  fometimes  reprefents  a  fupe- 
rior  court,  as  appeals  may  be  brought  hither,  from 
thefenteace  of  the  inferior  ftatute-law  court 

2.  A  NOBLE  ORPHAN-COURT  or  officc  of  Ward- 
ibip,  in  which  the  circle-marihal  prefides,  with  the 
Hiembers  of  the  circle-court  as  affeffors. 

3.    An  INFERIOR  STATUTE-LAW  COURT,  which 

has  very  extenfive  affairs  to  manage,  efpecially  all 
matters  of  police  in  the  open  country  ;*  it  alfo  tries 
criminal  caufes,  iffues  immiflions,  judgments^  ex^- 
ecutions,  &c.  Here  fit  the  circle-governor  or 
judge  of  the  rules  of  court  (who  has  great  refpon- 
Ability  upon  him) ;  two  or  three  affeffors  of  the 
Bobility ;  and  two  perfons  from  the  countryfolk 
or  yeomanry  (in  caufes  which  relate  to  their  place 
of  abode). 

4.  The  INFERIOR  WARD'-coURT  for  odnod* 
vortzi,  crown-boors,  &c.  where  there  are  between 
ten  thoufand  and  thirty  thoufand  of  them  *.  In 
it  are  feated  the  judge  of  the  court,  with  four  af- 
feffors from  the  country-folk  or  yeomanry  f/  or  in 
their  ftead  from  other  claffes, 

The 


*  Sometimes  therefore  two  or  three  circles  (ogether  have  one 
of  thefe  courts  in  common. 

+  In  the  ordinances,  indeed>  mention  is  made  of  eight  of 
thefe  aiTeiTors,  bat  two  of  them  belong  to  th^  inferior  flatute* 
law  court,  and  two  to  the  court  of  confcience.  r^  This  wife  re* 
gulation  of  making  judges  from  their  pares  may  afford  iwfuggef- 
Upn  at  foxne  future  period  to  fuch  beneficial  changes  as  England 

p  p  3  experience4 


The  iwaBnibefs  of  Ae  fii-ft*nMne(}  (lirte  opcrt# 
(^scepting  o«ty  the  ciiaueery-oflScars)  ane  «lv^& 
chofeo  from  the  nobitity  of  tbeir  d«cie  at  ft^tod 
peckods  of  tJusef  vfi^rs  by  bjiMot^  w4  tjien  qqn- 
firmtd  by  tHe  ^ucr ni>r  —  An  appeU wt  fr^iji  tli^ 
four  inllanci^  to  ^  lugb^r  muft  )Bak^  a  dagpofit  of 
turenty-five  r^*bl^5  £ucoumba>c€-mQ»ey,  \Jmk&  he 
Q&n  prdv€  bimieif  a  pwf^r;  but  be  r6o^¥es  it 
baeik  as  fopq  a«  tbi^  fu^rior  ju^^^  ha^  made  apy 
akera4:iQi9  m  tb£  decree  of  the  courts  below,  vhich 
i$  the  cafe  even  with  the  higher  inftapces. 

iUife  particular  iiidivt<ib*a'k  are  appointee)  for 
every  circle :  1 .  The  aecowiptaat,  who  jeeekv^^ 
and  ktep»  account  of  th£  ta$e$,  ami  likeii^iie  pa]ir« 
the  oficefB  their  falarics.  As  cooafiderabte  fiaiB^ 
of  money  lie  in  his  bauds,  he  is  obliged  t&  givi^ 
good  iecuvity,  %  The  oircle^fe^Kcitor,  vho  has 
an  eye  to  the  advantage  of  the  crmmy  and  mttft 
take  care  that  the  judge  as  veil  a$  ethcffs  ^  l^ir 
duty,  S.  The  cipcle-phyficiau,  the  finrgeon,  two 
affiftant-furgeoas,  and  two  pupils  in  *fai^fcry, 
4.  The  circle-land  fuweyor. 

The  towns,  likewife,  in  confequence  of  this  in- 


experienced feveral  centuries  ago^  when  the  commons  be^n  to 
feel  their  confequence ;  the  yeomanry  in  Ruflia  are  already  fen*- 
fiblc  that  they  are  not  fo  flighted  as  formerly. 

•  The  pupils,  who  likewife  receive  a  fmall  pay,  are  brought 
up  to  be  furgeon^,  of  which  there  vas  formerly  often  a  great 
^ant,  in  the  country. 

ftitution 


I 
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ili<9N^iQA  of  viccfoyalties,  as  alfo  by  fubfequent 
T^g^lMion^,  awl  l^  the  j^w  police,  have  alTunied 
a  qiuijfie  4^ef.entform^  This  will  make  the*  fub* 
je^  of  the  foHowiog  fedion*  —  Two  particulars, 
l^i^w^vefi  fkcia  t^  deiaaiMl  fome  previous  obferv* 
atioB. 

]£ac)i  Yiceroy^ty  lias  its  peculiar  imifora), 
yfii^k  p^fcm^  faoldiiptg  any  civil  office,  efpecially 
w^en  m  the  difcharge  of  th^jr  fun^iions,  are  ob* 
liged  to  wear  * :  other  perfons  of  condition  too 
are  allowed  to  ufe  them,  as  they  were  generally 
recommended  by  Catharine  IL  in  the  view,  of 
giving  a  check  to  luxury  in  drefi. 

The  punifhments  ufual  in  lluflia,  with  the  al- 
terations and  modifications  they  have  latterly 
undergone,  require  no  farther  notice  here,  as  they 
are  mentioned  by  V^oA  travellers,  than  juft  to 
obferve,  that  inftead  of  the  violent  and  cruel 
methods  formerly  ip  praftice,  which  withal  pro- 
duced no  good,  much  gentler  are  adopted  with 
fer  greater  eib^.    j&Mery  ^peqiea  9f  torture  f,  as 

*  Out  of  the  fervicc  cv^ry  one  is  at  liberty  ta  drefs  as  he 
pleafes.  -^  To  defcribe  the  imiforlhs  here  would  he  faperfluoa$» 
aa  they  do  not  enter  into  the  plan  of  the  work»  and  as  thjsy  are 
tp  he  found  in  captain  Plefcheyif's  furvey  of  the  rqffian  enipirej 
txsaJlAtcd  by  the  reverend  I^r.  James  Smimove.     1792* 

f  Even  the  old  cuflomary  way  of  extorting  confeffion  from 
the  lower  clafs  of  people  by  the  fcourge  is  no  longer  allowed. 
The  watchful  judge  never  fails  to  exprefs  his  difapprobation 
when  a  nobleman  caufes  his  vaihls  to  be  whipped  for  forcing 
out  the  tmch.  Some  criminals  may  abofe  this  gentlenefs ;  but 
the  innocent  live  in  fecurity  by' it. 

D  D  4  well 


^ 
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well  as  confifcation  of  property,  are  entirely  abo« 
Hfjied,  and  capital  puniihments  are  extremely  rare. 
Imprifonment  during  the  examination  muft  never 
laft  long :  therefore  all  the  prifons  have  their  in- 
fpeflors,  penal  caufes  tHfeir  particular  departments, 
and  the  criminal  proceedings  their  accurately  pre- 
ftrribed  form.  If  the  latter  be  duly  obferved  by 
the  feveral  judges,  the  guiltlefs  have  certainly 
never  any  caufe  to  dread  their  being  left  to  lau- 
guiili  in  a  dungeon. 


SECTION   11. 

« 

Municipal  Can/iitution. 

That  the  government  of  the  towns  acquired  an 
entirely  new  form  under  the  late  emprefs,  has  be^n 
occafionally  mentioned  before,  particularly  that 
each  viceroyalty  has  not  only  feveral  circle^towns, 
but  alfo  a  government-town  or  capital.  Thi» 
holds  the  place  of  a  circlertown  for  the  circumja- 
cent diftrift,  and  at  the  fame  time  contains  a? 
fuch  the  afore-named  inferior  courts.  Yet  thefe 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it  and  its  inhabitaiit3, 
every  town  being  ruled  by  its  own  magiftracy. 

Where 
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Where  there  is  no  commandant,  there  a  fort  of 
mayor  *  is  appointed  to  officiate  in  his  ftead,  who 
prefides  over  the  police^  and  has  the  military- 
commando  of  the  circle  f  Under  his  orders,  but 
has  no  juridical  funftion.  'Commonly  the  build- 
ings and  magazines  belonging  to  the  crown  are 
oonfigned  to  his  care. 

In  purfuance  of  the  inftruftion  for  the  govern- 
ment of  towns  and  the  furveying  of  lands,  every 
town,  befides  its  fcite  and  ground,  muft  poffefs  a 
freehold  territory  for  pafture  extending  two  verfts 
round  the  town.  Many  of  the  old  towns,  as  well 
as  villages  raifed  into  towns,  had  fuch  already ; 
to  others  it  was  allotted  from  the  adjacent  crown 
lands,  or  procured  at  the  expence  of  the  crown 
from  private  owners  by  purchafe  and  indemnifi* 
cation. 

For  deciding  law-fuits  between  the  burghers 
every  town  has  its  town-house,  or  a  magiilrature 
confifting  of  two  6ii%her-mafters  and  four  couii- 
iellors.  In  fmall  boroughs  they  are  only  half  as 
many ;  but  in  very  large  towns  more  J.     At  fiiil 

*  Qorodnlcfchcy,  • 

t  EiicH  government  and  circlertown  is  provided  with  a  num- 
ber of  foidiers,  not  belonging,  to  the  arrny^  bat  ufed  merely  for 
preferving  the  peace  in  the  neighbourhood*  for  guarding  pri- 
fbnersj  &c. 

X  Riga  and  Reval  afford  an  indance  of  this*  where  even  the 
magiHrate  is  paid  oat  of  the  old  tovvn.revenaes. .  The  magif- 
tjracy  of  Riga  is  divided  into  feveral  departments ;  but  thefe  are 
Pfil^  cxce|>tionst 

they 
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they  ¥fere  f9fi4  by  th«  crown,  ki)t  CaAariiic  H. 
rdo'ved  that  the  magiftiajtas  il^ould  l^  &larie4: 
by  tbe  town  a^^d  ftonj  tb«  revenujcs  which  j9i^ 
when  there  were  uouft  ftouW  gf^nt  it  Jlmm^ 
for<  in  H)jEiuy  town^  (he  fno^t  ari^g  from  t^ 
puhlip  bm&»  is  a(>poi9ite4  to  that  pvrpo£?;  te 
others  certain  mills,  ferries,  paflagcs,  foe,  and  ev^. 
eftatefi  in  laiid,  whep  tHnfiy  were  fJeftitMite  o^  tl^m 
hefor^  From  the  magiftrate  there  lio^  pp  appeal 
to  the  goverpmeMt  na^giArate,  as  ws^  feen  in  *tiha. 
foffiegoing  fe^ion.  —  The  de^ion  of  the  magiftra^ 
:pd  fome  other  oiagifterj^l  peribns  is  done  every 
th^ee  years,  in  fn\aU  towna  by  aU  the  burghers,  in 
Iturger  oaly  by  cert9Ja  cl^es  as  fettled  ifi  the  fia«. 
t^te ;  but  always  by  ballot 

The  captain  Qf  t^  town  militia^w  the  fyjremsji  of 
the  burghers,  is  alfo  chofen  every  three  year?  6om. 
tMt  body,  is  in  ibine  fort  tbe  principal  peirfon^ 
bttt  ferves  his  ofiic^  witlwvrt;  pay,  <Sfpatebes  ^ 
great  deal  of  bu^eis,  an<|A  prefid^^  pf  the 
tawnrorphan-com$,  tp  wliich  t>fo  counfelloi:s  Md 
tfae  aldennen  belong.  Froi^i  th.i8  vpha«-coun  m 
appeal  is  had  to  the  government-^magiftrate. 

Larger  towns,  befides  their  magifh-ate,  who  only 
takes  cognizance  of  law  affairs,  have  a  common 
COUNCIL  and  a  council  of  fix  voices.  The  com- 
mon council  confifts  of  the  captain  of  thje  town- 
militia,  and  the  voters  from  all  elaffes  of  the  inha- 
bitants, as  we  fhall  fee  more  diftindUy  pi^ntiy. 
Each  guiJcl,  each  company,  eaeh  nation  of  fo- 
reigners, 
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rpig&^r^  esxb  of  the  feren  divifions  of  the  laid 
biwgh^ra,  &c.  cbufe  pvery  tjiird  y^ar  a  fpeaker  to 
be  ipember  of  the  pommoii-pouacil  His  duty  it 
i»  to  provides  for  ey?ry  thiQg  that  n;iay  tend  to  the 
^rejfare  and  benefit  of  the  town,  to  prefer  ve  peace, 
fecuFily^  and  good  coiidu6l  among  the  burghers; 
t^  provide  the  procming  of  the  neceffaries  and 
cpnveniencics  \^j  good  credit ;  to  keep  an  atten- 
tive eye  Joppn  the  ^augmentation  ^f  tl>e  town-r&- 
vx^ue,  &c  —r-Tbe  si^-vptj:  counch.  confifts  of 
the  farepi^  of  the  bwrghers,  and  fix  niembers, 
^ler^of  oi^e  is  fent  froin  -eaph  of  the  burgher- 
clafles,  taken  from  the  comraonicouncil.  Thefe 
have  the  care  of  the  town-revenues,  provide  the 
Xiec(?fr^y  buildings  apd  for  the  fupport  of  the  pub- 
Kc  edifices,  as  alfo  for  the  obfervapoe  of  good 
order,  (yet  without  being  a  court  of  police, )  like- 
wife  for  keeping  peace  and  haimony  in  the  guilds 
^d  companies.  —  Thefe  two  councils,  who  per- 
forflfi  their  funftions  without  fee  or  reward,  Baay 
l?^y  their  requefts  before  th?  magiftrate. 

For  tive  adjuftaient  of  petty  difputes,  concern^ 
ing  debts,  &c.  the  o&al  courj  is  ordained,  the 
members  wl^ereof  are  c^le^ed  annually  from  the 
burgbers  and  tuerchants.  —  But  t©  the  pobcp^ 
office,  entuely  ne\Y-niodelled,  the  magiftracy  fup- 
pli^^s  in  fmall  towns  one,  and  i|i  larger  two  coun* 
^Uors.  Amoug  thpm  are  the  following  officers 
defted  from  the  body  of  byrghers  and  named  iti 
t^  pQli(.9-r^^iUatiQAS ;    I.  The  prefident  of  the 

quarter, 
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quarter,  who  every  morning  muft  make  his  report 
to  the  police-office.  Each  divifion  contains  from 
two  hundred  to  feven  hundred  houfes,  2.  The 
quarter-infpeftor,  who  muft  give  informations  to 
the  prefident  of  their  quarter,  or  to  the  mayor ; 
under  their  authority  are  the  nightly-watchmen, 
chnnney-fweepers,  &c.  of  the  quarter;  to  each 
quarter  belong  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  houfes, 
3.  The  quarter-lieutenant  is  an  affiftant  to  the  for- 
mer. 4.  The  brokers  of  the  divifion  and  the 
work-people  (which,  however,  do  not  exift  in 
finall  towns).  —  To  all  thefe  officers  no  falary  is 
allowed  by  the  crown. 

All  burghers,  and  fuch  as  have  property  or  live 
in  the  town,  (even  perfons  of  quality  who  have 
their  own  houfe  there, )  are  divided,  by  means  of 
fhe  burgher-book  in  which  they  are  inferted  in 
alphabetical  order,  into  fix  clafles ;  which  are, 

1.  Proprietary  burghers,  or  inhabitants  who 
poflels  an  immoveable  property  in  the  town, 
Thefe  are  at  liberty  to  fet  up  work-ihops,  manu- 
fa6lories,  &c.  Their  names  appear  again  com* 
monly  in  one  of  the  following  clafles ; 

2.  The  three  guilds,  in  which,  without  regard 
to  family,  defcent,  merchandife,  trade,  ecclefiafti- 
cal  connexion,  or  the  like,  all  thofe  are  entered 
who  declare  themfelves  to  poflfefs  a  certain  capi- 
tal :  no  judicial  inveftigation  has  any  thing  to  do 
with  thefe  ftatcments ;  only  every  perfon  pays  on 
the  capital  he  has  fluted  himfelf  to  be  werth, 

and 


f  »      % 


tod  according  to  which  credit  and  privileges 
are  granted  him,  his  annual  tax  on  capital.  — To 
the  firft  guild  belotig  all  who  poffefs  a  capital  of 
ten  thoUfand  to  twenty  thoufand  rubles.  Such  an 
one  may  carry  on  all  kinds  of  domeftic  and  fo-^ 
reign  comihei'ce,  be  a  fliip-owner,  drive  about  thd 
town  in  his  own  coach  with  a  pair  of  horfes,  and 
is  exempt  from  all  corporal  puniihments.  — To  the 
iecond  belongs  whoever  gives  in  a  capital  of  five 
thoufand  to  ten  thoufand  rubles.  He  may  carry 
on  all  kinds  of  inland  trsde,  keep  veflels  for  the 
tranfport  of  his  goods  on  the  river,  drive  in  a  ca- 
lafli  with  a  pair  of  horfes,  and  is  free  from  corpo-* 
ral  punishment.  — The  members  of  thefe  two  firft 
guilds  may  likewife  fet  up  manufa6lories,  work 
mines,  &c.  —  To  the  third  belong  all  who  declare 
themfelves  to  have  a  capital  of  one  thoufand  to 
five  thoufand  rubles*  They  ipay  carry  on  a  retail 
trade  both  in  town  and  country,  keep  work-fliops, 
barks  on  the  rivers,  inns^  &c.  but  can  only  be 
drawn  in  fummer  and  winter  by  one  hoife,  though 
not  in  coaches  *.  —  He  whofe  capital  (in  which  it 
is  underftood  his  whole  means)  encreafes  or  dimi- 
iiiihes,  alfo  whoever  is  inclined  to  extend  or  to 
harrow  his  trade,  is  at  liberty  to  take  his  name  out 

•  This  is  apt  to  wound  the  pride  of  the  merchants'  wives  in 
feme  of  the  Baltic  towns ;  and  becaufe  it  is  not  exprefsljr  de« 
dared  whether  the  guild  is  exempt  from  corporal  punifhments^ 
mstny  a^erehant  rather  chufes  to  infcribe  himfelf  at  a  highcf 
capital,  in  order  to  bring  liimfelf  tato  the  fccond  f^d^ 

of 
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of  his  pTcfent  guild  and  infcribe  it  in  another.  -*- 
He  who  returns  himfelf  at  a  Capital  of  fire  him** 
dfed  rubtesy  belongs,  by  an  ukafe  of  Marc^  25, 
1775,  tX)  the  thb'd  guild:  but  this  haa  heem  air 
tered  by  the  municipal  regulation;  ncvetthekia 
fudi  aB  one^  by  uka&  of  March  17,  1775,  may 
info-ibe  himfcif  as  merchant,  and  carry  on  fonie 
retail  trade  * :  in  many  towns  thejrefwe  fUch  nacr- 
chants  are  fliU  reckoned  to  belong  to  the  tbiri 
guild. 

3.  The  companies,  or  trades  (maflo^  jdurnegr** 
men,  and  apprentices).  For  them  a  particular 
trader-regulation  is  prefcribed  f. 

4.  Foreigners  and  inmates  from  other  ^towtn 
and  countries,  who  caufe  themfeWes  to  be  regif^ 
ter(?d  on  account  of  thdr  bufmelFefe.  Whera  five 
hundred  of  them  are  in  fme  town^  they  have  li- 
berty to  choofe  from  their  Own  body  as  many  pcr-» 
fons  to  the  town^magiftracy  as  there  ar^  already 
ruffian  members  of  the  magiftracy.  They  can  fct 
tfp  trades  and  manufaftories,  and  quit  the  towm 
at  their  option. 

5.  Nominal  burghers;  to  thefe  belcteg  tboie 
who  have  been  twice  eleded  to  a  municipal  ofiice^ 

/  *  There  are  even  boon  who  take  all  kinds  of  petty  commo* 
dities  of  the  merchants*    efpecially  pickles,   prefemis,   and 
,  grocery,  and  go  felling  them  about  the  country. 

+  Foriderly  the  gernua  iradefmen  in  PeteribuFg  and  M<rfco# 
as  well  as  the  ruffian^  had  ni)  bye-laws  or  tsks  of  tFade^  evcvy 
oce  became  mafter  as  (boo  u  be  could*. 

5  and 
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iitid  hare  fmce  honoimLbly  difcharged  the  poft  df 
a  bfirgher-maAer  or  mayor)  mea  of  Icarded  pnt^ 
feifiohs  and  artifts  who  can  produce  academicld 
teftinKMuab ;  baskers  niio  infcribe  thenifelvM  as 
having  a. capital  of  IDO^OOO  to  flOO, 000  rubles; 
wfaalerate  dealers  irho  keep  no  (hop ;  fl)i{>ovneM. 
They  iliay  make  life  of  a  tioach  in  teynni  with  tuifo 
ot  four  horfes  *,  liav«  ptelifure<^h6ufes  and  gairdeas 
out  of  tcnm^  poifefs  fabrids,  ]Aaai]^[|i:^rie8,.gall€oCii 
1^  thi^  riT^s  aitd  IbktSi 

6w  Settlen%  who  gam  a  lii^lihchxi  by  traded|| 
and  are  enregiftered  in  no  former  part  of  the 
burghti^-bdok.  Th^  Aiay  have  woi-kfliops,  fhOps, 
^d  warehowfei  f*  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  houfes  of  dnteft- 
-tiinjitent^  &c.  Tliey  can  neither  go  about  in 
-froaehes  nor  Irith  two  heftfoft.  What  might  be 
keae  iiitrdiokieeil  coiicerning  flie  eligibility  to 
tStices  ih  perfi^te  ^  the  fiiveml  claffi^  here  fpiv 
.<)Hied  weald  lead  td  wto  particulars  too  diflyb 
for  our  puipofd.  -—  Oae  iwthd*  retn^rk  febn(» 
««Gefiai;j^   thikt  nobtfixkCQ  whofe  XMiifies  ate  enr- 

*  ^his  privilege  is  worthy  of  notice,  becaofe  a  aoblEemaa, 
%1»  itti  fatxrtt'  ftrrftt!,  cottfeqtrtntJy  has  atqtii^d  ftO  r^hk,  t«i 
^hfy  UW^^m  in  «b#li  by tdU^  borAl,  s»  k  ex^dfdy  lMA*do%4i 
in  the  equipage-ordinance  of  April  3,  z]r7$« 

t  IMm.  vaAb  Mmgiiif  tp  iht  crown  dr  tb  dcfyklnen^ 
]Bgift«red  i&  the  villages  where  they  {lay  ti^ir  okrok  and  poU- 
ttiXf  iiiay  dwell  in  the  town  34  fettlers,  and  there  keep  ihop* 
Qr  follow  a  trade,  &g.  l^drroerly  in  the  Baltic  towns  boors 
%iere  ehtirely  Out  ont  fh}fii  A\  fitch  toeiOo  of  gaittitfg  ft  dectst 

tered 


4l6  MUNICIPAL   CONSTITUTIOlf. 

tered  in  the  burghcr-book  may  carrjr  on  any  civH 
occupation  of  profit  in  the  town  coniiflent  with 
their  ftation. 

By  the  police-regulation  every  houie  and  othdf 
.  building  itiuft  be  numbered.  — ^In  fome  few  places 
the  magiftrates  provide,  efpecially  in  large  towns, 
that  the  ftreets  be  lighted  at  night,  and  that  thi 
houfes  be  fecured  from  fire.  —  In  the  new  circle- 
towns  the  court-houfes  built  at  the  crown's  ex- 

■ 

pence,  are  all  of  brick.  But  the  town-houfe  muft 
be  conftruded  and  maintained  at  the  charge  of 

the  town. 

Thus,  the  towns  of  RulTia,  which  formerly 
(with  the  exception  of* very  few,)  were  entirely 
deftjtute  of  a  regular  government,  have  now  ol>- 
tained  a  conftitution  on  as  equitable  a  plan  as  the 
jiature  of  circumftances  will  perhaps  allow.  From 
the  ihort  account  we  have  been  able  to  give,  it  is 
fufficiently  feen  how  earneftly  the  late  emprefi 
endeavoured  to  bring  the  towns  into  credit  and 
repute,  and  to  induce  natives  as  well  as  foreigners 
to  fettle  in  them.  ".  To  expatiate  any  farther  on 
the  various  ukafes  and  regulations  flie  publifhed 
,in  this  view,  would  require  more  of  our  pages 
than  we  can  fpai*e. 

Though  the  number  of  governments  and  towns 
have  of  late  years  been  greatly  increafed,  yet  it  is 
not  to  be  imagined  that  they  now  lie  near  together^ 
at  leaft  that  no  circle-to^vn  is  at  any  great  diftance 
from  the  capital  of  it9  government     This"  caa 

only 


only  be  affirmed  of  fome  diftrifts,  biit  not  by  M 
of  all :  thus  Turukanflc  in  the  ^vernmcnt  o£ 
Tobotik  i$  ftitt  9306  verfts  diftant  fVom  its  govem> 
inent-'tcnro :  and  Petropavlovfk  is  the  government 
«f  IrkutOC)  even  4680  veiils^ 

One  excellent  i^gulation  is^  that  mag^ne^ 
with  ftore  of  provifions,  which  in  ieafons  of 
(barcfty  are  opened,  are  conftruded  by  the  crowft 
in  numbers  of  the  circle^ towns.  Alfe  the  burg^ 
hers  and  country  people  are  much  benefited  by 
the  inftitution  of  annual  fairs  and  weekly  markett 
in  all  the  towns.  >Ior  ought  it  to  be  pafled  over 
without  a  tribute  of  praife,  that  at  pnsfent  who- 
ever chooTes  to  become  a  burgher  is  at  liberty  to 
tlo  fo  without  regard  to  any  diilindtions  ariiing 
fitMn  birth  or  religious  perfuafion,  all  qneftionB 
concerning  ^hofe  particulars  being  ihidly  foir^ 
bidden  *• 


Some  few  alterations  were  made  in  the  political 
geography  of  the  empire  under  the  pi-efeht  em- 
peror Paul  Petrovitch,  in  December  179S,  and 
during  the  couife  of  the  year  1797;  in  order  to 
fimplify  the  adminiftration.  The  namefnifcheftva, 
ftatthalterfchafts,  or  viceroyalties,  are  noW  all  called 
governments,,  guberniya,   and  each  government 

•  Hapcl,  vcrfdch  die  ftaatfvetfkffung  des  ruffifchen  rcicha 
darzuftellen,  torn.  i.  p.  173  &  fqq^  4954 

YOJL.   XL  E  B  has 
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has  both  a  civil  and  a  military  governor,  grafch-* 
danfki  i  voennoy  gubernator,  and  fome  other 
courts  are  introduced  into  the  governments  and 
the  circle-towns,  by  which  the  expences  of  the 
adminiftration  and  the  governor  and  his  retinue 
are  confiderably  leffened.  The .  governments  of 
Vyborg,  Reval,  Riga,  and  thofe  of  Little-Ruflia 
are  reftored,  more  or  lefs,  to  their  old  form  of 
government  as  it  was  before  the  eredion  of  the 
viceroyalties,  and  fome  of  them  have  likewife 
recovered  their  former  names. 

The  aboUtion  of  fome  of  the  viceroyalties  has 
followed  in  confequcnce  of  their  being  joined  to 
others,  qr  divided  into  feveral  circles  and  incor- 
porated with  them ;  and  in  like  manner  the  num- 
ber of  the  circles  in  feveral  governments  is  much 
diminiihed  by  their,  conjunftion  with  others. 
When  thefe  circles,  ujefdi,  coincide  vnth  a  newly 
raifed  circle-town,  then  the  towns,  boroughs,  flo- 
bodes,  church-villages  either  return  to  their  former 
ftate,  or  become  fubordinate  to  the  circle-town, 
retaining  their  municipal  privileges  and  trade. 

In  making  thefe  changes,  all  of  trifling  confe- 
quenqe,  the  government-conftitution  of  1775  vr^s 
continued  as  the  bafi& 
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SOCIAL  STATE   O:^  TfiS   INHABITANTS, 

ProduQvve  Indujiry. 

1  HE  fbcial  aftivity  of  the  inhabitante  of  tliA 
ruffian  empire,  prefents  a  very  entertaining  fubje€t 
to  our  obfervation.  The  prodigious  expanfe  of 
the  country,  and  the  diverfity  of  its  climate  and 
produAs,  occafion  fuch  a  variety  in  the  way  oif 
life  and  the  means  of  fupport  among  the  people, 
that  we  can  difcover  in  their  occupations  and 
purfuits  eveiy  gradation  of  rude  and  r^ned  in* 
duftry.  According  as  the  wants  and  the  dviliza* 
tion  of  the  tribes  are  modified,  they  eithet  feinaiH 
content  with  fuch  parfimonious  exertions  as  juft 

s  £  S  fttffice 
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fuffice  ta  the  fimple  fupply  of  the  moft  urgent 
'Wants  of  nature,  ^r  they  unfold  their  powers  to  an 
elevated  and  dignified  aftivity,  which  procures 
them  new  artificial  wants,  in  order  to  multiply  the 
objefts  and  the  fpecies  of  enjoyment  Againr  wc 
find  in  Ruffia  not  only  particular  mnks  and  races 
dereling  tkemfdres  ^xclufivdy  to  this  or  the 
other  branch  of  induftry,  but  whole  nations  prin- 
cipally or  folely  gaining  their  livelihood  either  by 
the  chace,  or  the  breeding  of  cattle,  or  thefifliery, 
or  laftly  by  the  arts  of  agriculture.  This  fingular 
countiy,  in  which  the  occupations  of  mankind  are 
compounded  into  their  civil  and  moral  conftitution, 
is  a  phasnomenon  the  more  interefting,  as  every 
veftige  oE.tliB.  origioBi  ilate  of  i^  naticniB  is  in 
moft  countries  effaced  by  civilization. 

The  fevcral  modifications  of  focial  induftry  arc 
reducible  to  three  leading  branches,  one  having 
for  its  objeft  the  obtaining,  the  fecond  the  ira- 
ppovement,  and  the  third  tlie  barter,  of  natural 
produ^ls.  Among  the  employments  of  procuring^ 
1^  obtaining  induftiy  are  the  chace,  the  fiihery, 
the  grazier  s  bufiuei^ ;  agriculture,  the  culture  of 
gardens,  iineyards,  and  forefts,  the  management 
of  bees,  the  care  of  the  filk-worm ;  the  working 
of  mines/  and  the  tending  of  fait- works.  We  wHl 
take  this  natural  divifion  for  our  guide  in  re* 
prefentii^g  the  focial  a^ivity  of  the  inhabitants 
fE>f  the  xuffian  empiie,  and  endeavour  briefly  to 
delineate  each  of  thefe  oi^eds  accoxxling  to  the 
4  order 
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■ 

Hu^Tixo  waa  everywhere  tUe  firft  occupation  of 
man.  Inapelkd  l^iy  buogg^r,  4nd  i&cked  to  refift* 
«a<^  by  the  ^t^cks  of  iavage  aninp^ls,  bis  fivi^ 

•  The  two  authors  wha  have  treated  fyflomaticall^  the 
Jlatiftics  of  the  ruffian  empire^  Hermann  and  Hlipel,  are  all 
along  eonfttlted' in  this  and  ftveralof  thefoilowtng  MkUm%^ 
Wtas  tk^  plan  of  tkoCi  porfotmaiififf  differs  eflfoitiiAj  frooi 
ibA^  har<»  fMf fi^eda  our  materials  are  cl^e|ly  d^^wA  froui  tJ^ 
V^  fouroes ;  that  is^  feleded  from  travel^  and  topographies^ 
the  authprities  for  which  we  think  ourfelves  the  more  bound  to 
prod«ce»  as  many  of  the  accounts  which  will  appear  in  this 
<fivi|toa  of  oiur  work  will  (land  in  need  of  fubftaotiat  voncheite 
'for  Ujii\g  ^laii*  to  the  conviftion  or  belief  ^f  the  readen. 
Scfide9>  43  it  is  npt  the  isiteiuioa  hcct  ta  confine  ourfelvea  to 
die  political  and  OBConomical;^  hut  to  give  the  fpcia)  and  mo(^ 
delineation  of  the  ruffian  empire  and  its  inhabitants,  ic  has  been 
thought  neceflkry  to  admit  into  the  plan  not  only  the  objefls 
and  the  aiAOont  of  chair  indaftry>  but  alfa  their  modification), 
aJid  the  mafinef  in  whi^h  the  peopk  are  exnpl^yeU  i^  thea|, 
beqaufe  by  this  loe^n^  we  (hall  have  opporimitty  for  intr^- 
4acii|g  ievcral  h^s  a$  we  proceed,  which  will  offer  them- 
felves  to  us  as  moral  charaderiftics.  See  Storch*s  hiflorifch- 
Oatiftifches    genuelde    des   ruffifchcn    reichs,     &c.     torn,    ii. 

£  £  3  bufmeis 
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bufmefr  was  to  ftraggle  with  them  for  the  fupport 
of  his  life.  In  mod  of  the  countries  in  our  part 
of  the  globe  the  ch?,ce  has  loft  this  charafter :  it 
is  now,  neither  ftom  want  nor  fear,  a  bufinefs  of 
jieceflity;  and  even  the  employment,  which  in 
the  earlier  ftages  of  the  european  nations  was  a 
toilfome  and  dangerous  purfuit,  is  become  an 
obje6i;  of  diverfion  and  pleafure.  But  in  Ruflia 
are  ftill  numerous  tribes,  who,  in  regard  to  their 
phyfical  wants,  are  entirely  or  principally  addided 
to  the  chacie,  and  are  obliged  to  contend  for  their 
exiftence  with  the  favage  inhabitants  of  their 
deferts.  Confidered  in  this  point  of  view,  the 
chace  is  already  a  bufinefe  of  very  great  confe- 
quence  to  the  ruiSan  empire :  but  if  we  look  to 
the  quantity  and  the  value  of  the  products  that 
are  obtained  by  this  purfuit,  not  only  to  the  home 
confumption,  but  likewife  to  its  commerce  with 
foreiga  nations,  it  acquires  one  political  import- 
ance more,  which  impofes  on  us  the  neceifityof 
becoming  fomewhat  more  accurately  acquainted 
with  the  manner  in  which  it  is  conduced,  aqd 
the  obje6l3  to  which  it  extends, 

Hitherto  the  chace  in  the  whole  circuit  of  the 
empire  has  been  generally  free :.  on  eftates,  indeed, 
it  is  a  right  belonging  to  the  owner ;  but  almofl; 
every  freeholder  allows  his  boors  to  hunt,  and  in 
inany  diftrifts  even  encourages  them  to  exterminate 
the  noxious  apimals.  Even  in  Livoni^  where 
the  proprietors  of  efts^tes  are  Germans,  and  where 

%h9 
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the  game  begins  to  growTcarcCj  it  is  never  takbn 
amils  when  a  fportfman  with  his  friends,  attend-: 
ants,  and  hounds,  traverfes  domains  without  fiiit 
obtaining  pcrmiffion  of  the  owner.  Some  few 
landlords  forbid  their  boors  to  carry  a  gun ;  but 
this  prohibition  only  produces  a  quite  contrary 
cffe6ty  and  the  mifchief  clandeftinely  done  is  fo 
much  the  greater  *.  In  Siberia  the  chace  is  con- 
fined to  fuch  beafts  as  have  valuable  fkins,  and  in 
purfuanc^  of  fupreme  command  to  thofe  nations 
who  deliver  their  tribute  in  furs,  and  make  hunt- 
ing their  chief  employment;  but  herealfo  the 
ruflian  boor  never  fails  to  devote  to  the  chace  the 
idle  davs  of  winter.  He  either  follows  this  trade 
as  a  poacher,  or  procures  a  ticket  of  Ucence  from 
the  magiftrate,  or  from  the  heads  of  the  fiberian 
items,  by  which  he  may  hunt  in  fafety  for  the 
feafon.  In  the  fonner  cafe  he  not  unfrequently 
inns  the  hazard  of  being  caught  by  the  injured 
proprietor  of  the  game,  and  chaftifed  on  the  fpot, 
or  given  up  to  the  magiftrate  f-  —  No  game-laws 
have  ever  as  yet  been  enaded,  though  the  in- 
creafing  fcarcity  of  feveral  of  the  choiceft  animals 
feems  daily  to  call  for  fome  prudenf  reftridions, 
to  prevent  the  failure  of  lb  abundant  a  fource  of 
natibnal  riches. 

*    Hupel's  topographlfcbe  nachrichten   von    Liefland  and 

Eilhland^  torn.  ii.  p.  430. 

•  •  •  .  • 

•f-  Pallasj,  travels  through  various  proyincos  of  the  raiiiaa 
empire,  torn,  iiit  p.  io» 

E  E  4  The 
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Tht  wM  animals  which  tre  puHbed  ibr  tbt 
fake  of  tbdr  ikins  are  found  in  the  greatcft  plenty 
in  the  nkoft  northern  and  tni^m  parts  df  Ruffia, 
principally  on  the  iflands  between  Kamtlhatka 
and  America,  the  diicorery  whereof  is  become  of 
^«ift  importance  to  the  iiir-trade.  Next  to  theft 
the  governments  of  Tobolfk,  Penne,  176,  Viatka, 
Archan^l,  Okmete,  Vologda,  and  fome  other^ 
ire  mofl  afoivndaiit  in  beaib  of  the  ehaee* 

Bat  precilely  wiiere  the  chace  n  the  moft  lucwh 
t5T«  thei«  it  is  a  very  diflicult,  toilfome,  and  peril* 
eus  bufinefs ;  acooidingly  it  k  made,  a  principal 
employment  only  by  the  moft  uncultivated  nations, 
as,  the  Oftiaks,  Samoyede$,  Voguies,  Tungufes, 
Tfchuktfches,  Kamtlhadaies,  Yakute^,  the  eaftera* 
iflanders,  and  the  majority  of  the  fiberian  Tartars, 
With  fevtral  of  thefc  natjonp  the  chace  is  the  fole 
means  of  profit  by  wliicfa  they  are  enabled  to  pro* 
cure  food,  clothes,  and  other  neceffaxies;  aad 
thefe  p*ty  their  taxefe  to  g<>vernment,  or  their 
tribute,  in  fiirs.  In  defiance  of  ali  the  hardfliips 
attending  the  chace  of  large  beafts  of  prey  in  tlie 
monftrous  forefts  and  wiktemefles  of  the  arflic 
region,  this  trade  is  not  only  tiie  principal  but 
alfo  the  fiivourite  employm«t  of  moft  of  its  in* 
habitants.  It  is  by  no  means  unufuai  for  fingte 
huntere  of  thefe  favage  tribes  to  engage  in  duels 
with  bears,  wolves,  and  other  ferocious  auiiuals^ 
in  which  they  are  fo  fure  of  their  artifice  or  their 
aim,  that  they  feldom  or  never  iall  in  the  combat. 

Soroe 
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Some  natioos,  as  the  Oftbdcs  of  the  Objr^  Bettr 
go  to  the  chace  but  in  fmM.  companies,  when  thejr 
lyeat  aboitt  the  fbre(i9  for  four  or  fix  weeks  to- 
gether in  queft  of  prey,  taking  with  them  no  other 
proviiioxia  than  frozen  fiih  in  little  band^fledgiefl^ 
Whereas  the  Tungufes  and  others  roam  (ingly 
iibout  their  tvilds  which  are  covered  with  inoua« 
laina,  -iragments  of  roclca,  and  large  rivera,  and 
where  they  often  ffdl  a  facrificc  to  their  fondnefi 
^r  this  fport  Wlien  one  of  thefe  hunters  has 
the  0)i3foitune  to  break  an  arm  or  a  leg,  or  to  be 
wedged  between  two  pieces  of  rock,  in  this  help^ 
left  fituation  he  mufl  either  perifh  with  hunger  or 
<lie  of  his  wDUfidS)  or  full  a  pi'cy  to  fome  ikirage 
i>eaft. 

The  0BJSCT8  OF  THf  CHACE  art  fo  msiiy  and 
varionft^  Chat  a  ^complete  enumeration  of  them 
i^ould  be  ditiicult  and  unenterlliiiaing.  Without 
therefore  confining  ourfelves  to^  a  fyftematical 
detail,  which  might  prove  tedious  and  dry  to  moft 
i>f  oar  readei^  we  will  only  flwell  upon  the  pri»- 
€ip$l  lpecie6  of  animals  which  are  procured  by  the 
chace  from  the  great  llorea  of  nature,  for  the 
purpoiea  of  confumption  and  trader  on  thisoo^ 
cafion  never  k>fing  fight  of  the  nobleft  obj/d^  of 
our  obfervation,  man.  The  various  modifications 
^his  aftivity  and  induftry  will  afford  "beautiful 
and  rich  materials  for  the  philofophic  mind;  ancl 
where  thcfe  may  occafionally  preferve  too  great 
mx   uniformity,    difperfed    obfervation  s  on    the 

nature 
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nature  ^nd  manners  of  the  brutes '  will  give  a 
greater  variety  to  the  Whole. 
-  The  CHACE  FOR  THE  SAKE  OF  FURS  being  the 
moft  important  to  foreign  commerce,  we  ihall 
make  it  the  firft  objeft  of  our  notice.  The 
inoft  valuable  of  all  the  animals  that  are  fought 
for  their  fkin  is  the  sable  ;  to  which,  by  the 
general  confent  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe  and 
Afia,  fo  great  and  determinate  a  price  has  been 
alHxed,  that  its  fkin  ftili  ferves  as  a  ftandard 
to  the  tribute  which  is  paid  to  the  crown  by 
the  fiberian  nations  of  hunters*.  This  animal 
is  found  in  afiatic  Ruffia,  from  the  aleutan 
iflands  and  from  Kamtiliatka  to  the  diftrids 
of  the  Petfchora  and  of  the  Kama:  but  the 
quality  of  his  Ikin  in  this  extenfive  region  is  ex- 
tremely different  The  fined  fables  come  from 
Yakutfk  and  Nertfchinik,  and  among  thefe  'are 
likewife,  though  rarely,  yellow,  and  totremely 
feldom,  white  fables.  The  kamtihadale  fables  arc 
•the  largeft  of  all.  Their  (kin  is  thick  and  long- 
haired, but  not  very  black,  therefore  moft  of  them 
go  to  China,  where  they  are  coloured.  At  the 
time  of  the  conqueft  of  Kamtfhatka,  the  fables 

were  there  in  fuch  extraordinary  numbers,  that  a. 

•  '.       *  • 

*  The  tribute  in  fors*  wJiich  is  called  yajak,  is  ftiU  deter^ 
mined  by  iables^  though  commonly  it  is,  only  nominal,  the 
tribute  modly  being  delivered  in  other  furs^  or  wholly  paid  in 
money^  the  fable  being  reckoned  at  a  ruble.  Pallas>  travels, 
torn.  iii.p.  12, 

finglc 


fingle  hunter  could  eafily  bring  away  fixity,  eighty, 
and  more  of  thefe  animals  in  a  winter^  and  they 
'were  held  in  fuch  little  eftimation  by  the  Kamt- 
ihadales,  that  they  deemed  the  more  ufeful  (kia 
of  a  dog  to  be  of  twice  the  value.  For  ten  rubles 
worth  of  iron-ware  there  was  no  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining the  value  of  five  or  fix  hundred  rubles  in 
lables ;  and  whoever  had  only  followed  this  trade 
to  Kamtihatka  for  the  fpace  of  a  year,  •  ufualiy 
canie  back  with  a  profit  of  thirty  thoufand  rubles 
and  upwards.  This  fuperfluity,  however, .  fincc 
the  firfl:  kamtfhadale  expedition^r  fince  the  year 
1740,  has  confiderably  diminiihed*M|Ut  notwitb- 
ilanding  this^  that  peninfuia  and  the  circumjacent 
territory  continues  to  be  the  richeft  in  fables,  aa^ 
on  account  of  the  mountains,  they  cannot  be  fo 
eafily  caught,  and  are  prevented  by  the  bordering 
fea  firom  retiring  to  other  tra6ls. 

The  manner  in  which  the  fables  of  Kamtfiiatka 
are  taken  is  extremely  fimple-  •  The  Kamtfliadales 
follow  the  track  of  this  animal  in  fnow-fhoes,  till 
they  have  dete6led  his  covert,  which  is  generally  a 
burrow  in  the  earth.  As  foon;  as  the  little  crea- 
-ture  is  aware  of  his  purfuer,  he  efcapes  into  a  hot- 
low  tree,  which  the  hunter  furrounds  with  a  net, 
and  then  either  cuts  it  entirely  down,  or  forces  the 
iabie  by  fire  and  fmoke  to  abandon  his  retreat^ 
li'hen  he  falls  into  the  net  and  is  killed  \  —  In 

^  $tellcr*9|>e/chreibang  von  Kamtichatka^  p.  up. 
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Other  part9>  vrhext  thefe  animftli  are  nx^  the  am** 
trivances  to  take  tliem  are  more  artificial  Of 
this  kind  »  tbe  fable-trap  of  the  Ycg^uJtea,  which 
is  u&d  iu  feveral  paxti  of  Siberia*  A  place  is 
fought  out  where  two  young  troes  (tand  not  hx 
afunder,  which  are  immediately  dripped  of  their 
l)raiiches  about  the  bottom.  At  one  of  thde  trees 
a  poft  13  (luck  in  the  ground,  and  on  it  is  placed 
a  beam  horizontally,  iiUlenod  in  iiich  manner  to 
both  trees  that  one  end  of  it  lies  between  the  poft 
and  the  tree.  Over  this  beam  another  is  laid*  as 
a  trap*faU»  at  Jthe  end  whereof  a  thin  ibf^ort  is 
put,  which,  when  the  trap-fall  is  up,  Hands  over 
the  notched  end  of  the  poft ;  at  the  extremity  of 
the  fupport  is  a  mat^ftring,  and  another  at  the 
Jower  tranfverie  beam  tied  very  fliort  Both  are 
brought  together,  and  a  bit  of  fiick  put  through 
them,  having  at  its  longer  extremity  a  piece  of 
fleih  or  wild  fowl  attached,  which  by  its  prepon- 
derance keeps  the  (lick  down  and  thus  holds  the 
two  firings  together.  The  Cible  creeps  cautioufly 
i  along  the  lower  beam  till  he  can  reach  the  bait 
and  puU  it  to  him :  this  lets  go  the  iltck  to  which 
the  bait  is  tied  and  by  which  the  firings  were  held 
together ;  the  fiay  lofes  its  hold,  and  confequentiy 
the  upper  beam  falls  upon  the  Ihoulders  of  the 
animal  and  holds  him  feft.  — -  With  the  fame  kind 
of  trap  martens  and  other  little  beafis  aie  killed*.. 

*  Pjdiafj  myels,  too.  ii.  p.  ztj.- 

As 
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As  the  fiible  for  a  long  time  paft  is  become  gra« 
dually  more  icaxce, ,  the  crowx  aUb  acc^ts  of  the 
fiems  of  fbxei^  martens,  fquirreb,  and  filh-otters, 
finm  the  inhabitants  of  Siberia,  infiead  of  the 
(able.  The  price  of  the  fable  fur  is  generally  va» 
nous ;  there  are  (kins  vliicli  on  the  ipot  in  Sibe* 
ria  fetch  fifty  rubles  and  more.  The  gmateft  ad«^ 
Aiirers  of  this  beautiful  and  delicate  iur  are  the 
Chinefe,  the  Perfians,  and  the  Turks :  it  is  af« 
firmed  that  more  Ikble-ikins  are  nowhere  ufed  than 
at  Conftantinople. 

The  pax  makes  alfo  a  coiffidemble  article  of 
trade,  of  which  in  Ruffia  tliere  are  four  diftinft 
fpecies ;  the  common,  among  wluch  are  the  red, 
the  forrel,  the  biack^-ftriped,  (called  t}ie  crofs-fox,) 
and  the  entirely  white,  which  are  tlie  rareil  and 
deareil ;  the  karagane,  of  a  grey  colour,  the  fieppe- 
fox,  snd  the  rock  or  ice-fox;  The  latter,  which 
are  moilfy  white,  but  fometimes  of  a  faiuehh  co- 
lour, chiefly  inhabit  the  iflands  on  the  coafts  of 
ibs  Frozen-ocean,  Kamtihatka,  and  the  rufiiaii 
Archipdngo.  The  black  foxes,  which  at  prefent 
fetch  moift  money  in  commerce,  are  oniy  fennd  in 
ea^m  Siberia. 

The  ordinary  method  of  catching  thde  a^iimals 
is  by  traps  fet  "for  them ;  but  the  inhabitants  of 
Kamchatka  mod  commonly  make  ufe  of  an  ixv- 
geuious  invention  for  that  purpofe.  They  lay 
jTeveral  fiiares  of  whalebone,  which  are  fafteaed 
like  hoops  to  a  boards  within  a  circle  in  the  fnowi 

placing 
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placitig  in  the  middle  of  this  circle  a  mew  or  (e*» 
gull  as  a  bait  As  ibon  as  the  fox  jumps  into  the 
circle  to  feize  his  prey,  the  hunter,  who  lurks  in  a 
pit,  draws  the  hoop  together  by  means  of  a  ftringv 
which  catches  the  fox  either  by  the  body  or  the 
foot)  and  holds  him  till  the  hunter  knocks  him 
down  with  a  flick.  In  Siberia  it  is  very  ufual  to 
make  the  fox  fhoot  himfelf  dead,  by  faflening  a 
gratly  drawn  bow  with  its  arrow  upon  it  to  a  poft 
fixed  in  the  ground :  acrois  the  path  or  track  a 
line  is  laid,  in  fuch  a  manner  conne6led  with  the 
bow,  that  it  is  immediately  difcharged  as  the  fox 
touches  the  firing  in  running.  The  arrow  gene* 
rally  pierces  the  heart  of  the  animal,  and  confe* 
quently  kills  it  on  the  fpot :  to  this  end  the  hunter 
lias  a  rule  to  detennine  the  height  at  which  the 
bow  mull  he  placed  *. 

Eaflem  Siberia,  and  particularly  Kamtfhatka, 
abound  moil  in  beautiful  foxes :  they  were  here 
in  fuch  great  numbers  about  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  centuiy,  that  the  finefl  fire-red  fox  fkins 
were  never  fold  higher  on  the  fpot  than  at  one 
hundred  ^axkd  thirty  to  one  hundred  alid  eighty 
Isiopeeks.  The  black  foxes  are  in  general  not  fo 
very  .plenty ;  their  value  in  commerce  is  fuch, 
that  fometitnes  even  a  fingle  fkin  cannot  be  had 
fi>r  leis  than  one  hundred  or  five  hundred,  and  at 


*  Rpffia :  or  a  complete  hiflorical  account  of  all  the  nations 
compofe  that  empire,  vol.  L  p.  i8u 

times 
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times  even  for  a  thoufand  rubles.  Thefe  animals 
are  naturally  the  choiceft  objedl  of  the  chacc 
among  all  the  eaftern  iiberian  nations,  as  one  ikin 
not  unfrequently  defrays  the  tribute  of  a  whole 
village- .  The  .  care,  therefore,  wth  which  they 
keep,  the  young  foxes  they  take  is  fo  great  that 
the  oftiak  women  aourifb  them  at  their  breafis: 
In.fummer  when  .they  find  young  foxes  of  this 
fort,  *they  at  firft  feed ;  them,  but  fhortly  before 
they  kill  them  they  break  one  of  their  legs  that 
they  may  eat  le6,  as  lean  foxes  have  better  ^  fkins: 
—  The  true  native  country  of  the. rock'  or  ice-fox 
are  the  iflands  of  the  Frozen-oceau  and  the  Eaft- 
ernrocean,  where  they  are  found  in  incredible 
numbers.  Thje  defcription.  which  Steller  gives  of 
this  curious  and  fly  animal  jis  fo  entprtainingj^^that 
it  may  be  read  with  pleafure  even  mpre  than  opce. 
During  my  unfortunate  abode,"  fays  he,  "  on 
BeUring's  Ifland,  I  had  opportunities  more  than 
enough  for  ftudying  the  pature  of  this  animal^ 
"  far  excelling  the  common  fox  in  impudence 
cunning,  and  roguery.  The  nan-ative  of  the 
innumerable  tricks  they  played  us  might  eafily 
**  vie  with  Albertus  Julius's  hiftory  of  the  apes 
on  the  ifland  of  Saxenburg.  They  forjced 
themfelves  into  our  habitations  by  night  as 
"  well  as  day,  fteaUng  all  that  they  c^uld  cariy 

*  Ruffia:  or^a  complete  hiftorical  accoont  of  all  the  naXioni 
wlkich  compofe'tbat  empircj  Yol.  L  |>.  iB i .  < « 

'  '^  off; 
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^'  off;  even  tilings  that  were  of  no  ufe  to  them, 
'*  as,  knives,  flicks,  our  cloaths,  &c.  They  were 
f'  to  inconceivably  ingenious  as  to  roll  down  our 
cafks  of  provifions  feveral  poods  in  weight,  and 
then  fieii  the  meat  out  of  them  fo  ably,  that  at 
^^  &&  we  could  not  bring. oorfelves  to  afcribe  the 
f*  tjieft  to  them.  As  we  were  Gripping  an  animal 
*^  of  his  fkin,  it  often  happened  that  we  could  not 
**  ETQid  ftabbing  two  or  three  foxes^  from  their 
^'  rapacity  in  tearing  the  flefli  out  of  our  hands. 
'^  If  we  buried  it  ever  fo  carefully,  and  added 
tlones  to  the  weight  of  earth  that  'W^s  upon 
it;  they  not  only  found  it  out^  but  ihoved 
away  the  ftones,  as  men  would  have  done,  with 
their  fhoulders^  and  lying  under  them  helped 
one  another  with  all  their  might.  If,  thinking 
f*  to  fecure  it,  we  put  any  on  the  top  of  a  high 
^*  pofl  in  the  air,  diey  grubbed  up  the  earth  at 
*'  the  bottom,  fo  that  the  pod  and  all  came 
^*  tumbling  down,  or  one  of  them  clambered  up 
and  threw  down  what  was  upon  it  Mrith  incre* 
dible  artifice  and  dexterity.  They  watched  all 
our  motions,  and  accompanied  us  in  w4iatever 
we  wei^  about  to  do.  If  the  fca  threw  up  an 
animal  of  any  Hind  they  devoured  if^  ere  a  man 
**  of  us  could  come  up ;  to  our  gneat  diiadvan- 
€a^ :  and»  if  they  could  not  confume  it  at!  at 
once,  they  trailed  it  away  in  portions  to  the 
inouatains,  where  they  buried  it  under  ftones 
^*  before  our  eyes ;  ruaning  to  and  fro  as  long  aa 
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any  thing  remained  to  be  cpnvfeyed  away. 
While  this  was  doing,  others  ilbod  Upon  giiard 
and  watched  us.  If  they  faw  any  one  coming 
at  a  diifance,  the  whole  troop  combined  at  once 
and  befekri  digging  all  together  in  the  fand,  till 
they  had  fo  fairly  put  a  beaver  or  a  fea-bqar 
under  the  furface,  that  not  a  trace  of  it  was  to 
be  feen.  In  the  night-time,  when  we  flept  in 
the  field,  they  came  and  puUied  off  our  night- 
caps and  ftole  our  gloves  from  under  our  heads, 
with  the  beaver  coverings  and  the  fkins  that  we^ 
lay  upon.'  In  confequence  of  this  we  always 
flept  with  clubs  in  our  hands,  that  if  thpy 
ihould  wake  us  we  might  drive  them  away  or 
knock  them  down. 

"  Wlien  we  made  a  halt  to  reft  by  the  way, 
they  gathered  around,  us  and  played  a  thoufand 
tricks  in  our  view,  and  when  we  fat  ftiil,  they 
approached  us  fo  near  that  they  gnawed  the 
thongs  of  our  flioes.  If  we  laid  down,  as  if 
intending  to  fleep,  they  camer  and  *fmelled  at 
our  nofes  to  try  whether  we  were  dead  or  alive; 
if  we  held  our  breath,  they  gave  fuch  a  tug  to 
the  nofe  as  if  they  would  bite  it  off.  On  our 
firft  arrival  they  bit  off  the  nofes,  the  fingers/i 
and  toes  of  our  dead,  while  we  were  preparing 
the  grave,  and  thronged  in  fuch  manner  ^bout 
the  infirm  and  the  fick,  that  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty  we  could  keep" them  off.  'Every  morning 
we  faw  thcic  audacious  animals  patrolling  about 
VOL.  II.  F  F  "  gmong 
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"  W"«  t}ic  Oi^TliQnp  ^d;%.b^^  ly'mu  01*  the. 

'I  to  4iflr?^  ^191,  i{p^?jli^tfi\y,  ^HJJ  prefeiit;|y  after 

*|  '%q^ej\t;x  oyprlay  their-  yPr^Pft  ^^ey  ^j^^iui^e, 
*^  as  If  confcious  of  thi§  circijtftftancp,   every 
"  moniin^  tl^e  whple  herd,  ftf  t^^epj^  oflfi.l'y  <^^> 
*!  ^^  i"jroediately  dj-^  p^  ^hf  ^^  Rft*^  ^9™' 
"  their  dams. 

^  ".  Seeiog  1^0^.  t^t  they  "y^pvijd  iipt  f\^ef  u?  to- 
*'  bg  at  reft,  night  nor  dsiy,  we  vgfe  ia  ^&  fo  f^-r 
"  afperated  at  them  that  we  IfUl^d  tl^uyofipg* 
'\  ^rid  'old^  and  pl^^u^  th^m  ^^  eveiy  wj^^^  we 
'*  could  $l?vife,  \yl^e^  w?;  ^\\'Qke  is  tji^  9\ft™- 
'/  in^,  th^r^  ah^ys  I^y.  two  or.  three  a,t  Qy^  %t 
**  that  bad  be^Uj  l^popk^d  o^  t]p^  Jiead  ii^  th« 
'>  lii^ht ;  ^nd|  I  ^an  fafely  ^tP^^n,  that  dijrinftqfiy^ 
*'.  ftay  u{j9p  tbfi, i<l*t\d  a^ove  twQ  Ui^dxed  of  t^«> 
*(  anirAftl,s  ^grp.flaipL.by  myfejf  aloji^  Th^  thjfd 
*'  day  af^er  ipy  a.rriyjtl  I  l^pcked  dow^,  wit|iin 
^*  the,  i^ace  of  t^br/^e  hours,  upiiy^d?  of  feveaxty  o£ 
"'  tb?m.  w,itl^  a  plub,  ajad  ijiadj^  a,  coyeriiig  to  ipy 
•'  hut  of  tbeii:  iXin^.  ,  T^ey  ar^q  fo  ^a,Ye5lQ^S3^  tJ^t 
*•  with  pne  hand  ^e  (;9^1d  hold  to  ^em  a  pieijj^  <rf 
**  jl^lb,  and  graip  j^  flick  pr  ax\^  in  the  othjec  tty, 
''  knock,  th^^m  <wi  the  heacj., 
:  "  Whea  thkft  bMfy.aniijj^Js  cpiild  iio^  ge^  h^ld- 
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^  on  what  they  wanted,  for  example,  the  eloaths 
"  we  occafionally  put  off,  they  voided  their  ex- 
**  crements  upon  it,  and  then  fcarcely  one  of 
^  the  reft  paffed  by  without  doing  the  fame* 
^  From  all  circumfiances  it  was  clear  to  us  that 
"  they  could  never  before  have  feen  a  human 
^^  bdng,  and  that  the  dread  of  man  is  not  innate 
"  in'  the  brutes,  tut  muft  be  grounded  on  long 
"  experience. 

•*  hr  06lober  and  November  they,  like  the 
^*  foxes,  were  the  moft  fleek  and  full  of  hair.  In 
«  January  and  February  the  growth  of  it  is  too 
thick ;  in  April  and  May  they  begm  to  flied 
their  coat ;  in  June  and  July  they  had  onfy  the 
**  wool  upon  them,  and  look;ed  as  if  they  went  in 
waiftcoats.  In  June  they  drop  their  ciibs,  nine  * 
or  ten  at  a  brood,  in  holes  and  clefts  of  the 
^'  rocks.  They  are  fb  forid  of  their  yttung,  that 
'*  to  Icare  us  away  from  them  they  barked  and 
"  yelled  like  dogs,  and  thereby  betrayed  their  co- 
^  vert  *.  No  fooner  do  they  perceive  that  their 
retreat  is  difcovered,  than,  unlels  they  be  dif- 
turbed,  they  drag  away  the  young  in  their 
mouths,  and  try  to  conceal  them  in  a  more  fe- 
cret  place.  On  killmg  the  young,  the;  dam 
follows  the  flayer  with  grievous  bowlings,  day! 
and  night  for  a  hundred  and  more  vetfts,  and 


it 

it 

€i 


*  Hence  probably  comes  the  roftaa  appellation  tf  the  ice  90 
tock-foxes :  ^b»i,  frosi /r/p/s,  a  puppy. 

F  p  2  ^^  never 
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never  .ceafes  till  fl^e  has  played  her  pnemy  fome 
ti'ick,  or  is  killed  by  him  herfelf. 
*'.  Theyftink  much  more  -  hqrridly  .than  even- 
the  red  fox.  In  rutting-time  tJiey  run  togo 
ther  day  and  night,  bitiug  each  other  from  jea-^ 
loufy  like  dogs.  When  they  couple  they  make 
juft  fuch  a  fcreaming  as  cats  do.  In  ftorms 
.  and  heavy  falls  of  fnow  they  bury  themfel  ves 
in  the  fnow,  and  lie  ftill  as  long  as  it  lafts. 
They-  fwira.  acrofs  rivers  .with  great  agility. 
Befides  what  thefea  cafts  up  or  is  deftroyed  by 
beafts,  they  feize  the  fearfowl  by  night  on  the« 
difl&.where  they  have  fettled  tp  rooft  j  but  they 
themfelves .  are  frequently  viftims  to  the  birds, 
of  prey.  — : Thefe  animals,  which  are  now.ia 
fuch  iriexpreffible  numbers  on  the  ift^^nd,  pro- 
bably were  conveyed  tliither,  fince  there  is  pa 
other  land-ani^nal  upon  it,  from  the  continent 
on  the  drift-ice;  and,  afterwards  nouj'illied  by» 
the  great  quantity  of  animal  fubftances  thrown, 
a-lhore  by  the  fea,  multiplied  to  fuch  an  extra- 
ordiaary  degree*."  '  .     . 

To.  retura  from  t-bia  digreilion,  if  fuch  it  may- 
be  called,  which  is  fo  clofely  coiuie6ted  with  our* 
fubjeft.  This  fpecies  is.  eithei?  entirely  white  or  of. 
a^  blueifh  colouj-,  and  thejr  furs  compofe  a  confir 
derable  article  of  commerce.  Though  the  voyages 


♦  Stclkr's  befchrcibung  der  Beringfinfel,  ii)  Pallas  neoennoir- 
difcheh  beylfsgen,  torn.  ii.  p.  ^74 — 279. 

of 
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c^the  ruffian  inhabitants  of  the  coafis  to  Spitfber* 
gen  and  Novaya'-Zemlia  be  moftly  foF  the  purpofe  * 
of  catching  the  morfe*  and  the  robbe;  yet,  as 
tiiey  can  only  folloiw  thi^  buiinefs  while  thefea.  is' 
open/ ^  they  ufually  employ  the  reft  of  the  tim^  t 
\lrhen  they  winter  on  thefe  iflands,  in  the  chaeey'> 
which'  here  only  extends  to  the.  .white  or  pola^> 
bear,  the  ice-fox,  rein-deer,  and  eider^dwL     Tha> 
Samoyedes,:  likewife,  .enter  into  fmall  parties,  :wha: 
proceed,  together  Jh:  winter'  acrofs  the  ice  of  Vayi-.i 
gat's  flraights  to:theiifland,  uninhabitable  even  to: 
Sanioyedes,  of  NovayarZcmlia,  where  they  prin^. 
dpaliy  hunt  for  bears  and  foxes^  /  That  they  may 
not  Ibfe  their  wiy  in.  the  fields  :ofiiiio\^' extending 
fartUer^and  Wider  than  the  eye  can  >eacb,  tihrough  ♦ 
which  they '.wander,   they  cbaw.  iigurefi  in  the. 
fnow,  of  which  .every  family  ha^  its  own .  in  ..uTe,; 
that  they  may  trade, i put  each^pther:  and v  meet '^ 
againJ     Their  weapons  are  the  bow  and  arrow, 
fpears^  fiiares,  and  traps ;  they  alfo^  make  ufe  of  a. 
fmaJl  thick  greyhowiylt- — The'voyagea  to  theo 
ruffian  Archipelago .  in  the  Eaftern-ocean  are  inr) 
deed  undertaken  fclely  on  .account  of  the  furs ;.; 
but  as  here  too  the  ice-fox  is  not  tiicanain  ob* 
jed,  ^yt  vnll  poft^ne  the  defcriptiori  .of  that'* 
chace  and^  branch. of  commerce  to  a  fitter  op^ : 
pprtunity.        ,  ,;.   : 


..  i: 


•  Trichecas  rofmarus :  called  wallrofs  by  the  Germans. 
f  Georgia  p.  279.  -  i»/  ^ 
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For  fiCAUer  furrieries  and  edging^,  the  ftini  of 
the  MARTEK,  the  squiur£l»  the  ERMii^i:,  the 
1U3BIT  and  the  marmotte  e^re  the  choicefti.  All 
ikek  little  animals  are  courfad  with  dog3  by  the 
boorsi  vho.  devote  a  part  of  their  time  to  the 
cbace»  or  caught  in  great  numbers  with  traps  and 
gins  fst  before  their  burrowsh  -^  The  marten  is  not 
only  found  in  Siberia  tint  in  european  Rufiia,  even 
a(bbut  the  Ladoga*lake  and  in  Livonia;  but  tiiafe 
in  the  government  of  TcfboMc  are  the  findt  as 
Ifeil  as  the  mod  plentiful,  -r*--  I^e  blackefl  fquirrels 
pome  from  Yakutfk  and  Nertfohinik;  but  they 
3f;e  liicewife  the  fmalleft.  The  teleutan  are  famous 
for  their  fise,  and  have  aUb  the  beaufcifbl  filver- 
colour  thai  renders  them  fit  valuable.  •Tfae:firiped 
fquirrel  *  is  iikewife  very  ptenly  ia  Sib^nia.  This 
delicate  little  creature  climb&  the  trees  aad  nimbly 
iprings  from  bough  to  bough,  but  his  tvinter-hc^ 
apid  the  maga^ities  of  provifipnd  always  found 
\KRth  them,  ia  which  variou;}  kinds  of  fe^  are 
QO&tGked^  he  makes  in  the  eaaiS^ ,  diough  on  ae-* 
ceont  of  the  moiftuie  of  the  ground  not  remark--  - 
abfy  dee^.  .  £afy  as  it  wonld  be  te  eatch  thefe 
aidmals^  and  numerous  as^  Ihe  fiiacier^  wiiitfe 
their  beautiful  f^riped^  for  Nvouid|  ^iiikf  yet  ^one 
a|^ly  to  the  capture  of  them.  —  In  %uffia  are 
fcveral  more  little  animals  which  deferve.  notioe 
in  regard  to  their  ikin,  the  chace  whereof  has 


*  Whi€h  the  Ruifians  call  burun^i 


het^ 


*ft2  ciAe«; "-  «^ 

Mxi  hmkrib  eiitiMy  tie^gftga.  Atn<%|'  fHti^ 
'htM^  the  ilri|i^  f(jiiirf^  My  b&  i^iktiH^  fK8 

^  fbeti  iif  great  ithtnberS  mirten  thd  TMl  iml 
ille  Dfiit^  •  ^  tii  fliat  ^^  cimmon  «aA  gf^  h^ 
fed  gardWte,  flte  hwie,  ih  the  tfhdie  S  Ifbfttf 
RtiffiM;'  THfe  flHpefl  at  fpbfted  flHn  of  i&efijfdin«l>/ 
die  fuflik  *,  and  the  perevefka  fuit  ttfS  iiURi  ^ 

6f  iM  ¥^izB'  h  adfMihd  b  ¥etL,'Md'mmfk 
a^me^Uk  ixid  rfm  liipt  iSf^  Ki  MiMf 
fiir^f  ^  itaw-fitiii^  ^a«d  at^flfthrf-  It^^Wfff  ft 

fii»<<»i^  l^n^'  T^dr&ai  4  hx  E-mir  im  ^  tfi 
eg^mM^  tHit  ij^drpofel '  iii  ih6  Vfif'lf^;  <rf 

AiBlik' '  ft  ama^maiy  uwh^-m^T  tB 

Utiii&tBiiaiQfi  is  Riflfia  iffipdrt^'SfidtiilQfi  <58fii 

i**aH6trttf!*ftf<)f.te;  '     "' 

I^y  «W  6tHer  dt^  df  ffle  6firf68  ftt  ffife  tfitt^ 

W  Made*  the  iiiii,4Ktl  46ii\  MiYJii,''^ 

iOin.hr.  p.  ay,  1  .\? 

P  F  4  GLUT- 
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GiUTTOKi  the  FERRET,  the  POLECAT,  &c.  whkh 
generally  ipeaking  are  fpread  over  the  whole  of 
iiOTth  Ruffia^  2111  d  the  prodigious  quantities  ob- 
|;ained  of  their  fkins  are  partly  confumed  at  home 
and  partly  fent  abroad.  '  The  bear  is  i^i  n^any 
i;pfpc6U  fo  ufeful  an  animal,  and  the  manner  of 
taking  him  in  Ruffia  fo  various  and  fo  ingenious, 
that  ,o^r.  pains  will  be  amply  repaid  in  enlai;ging 
upon  them. 

^i  The  moft  ufual  way  of  killing  the  bear  is  with 
firef-arms :  and  fpears  or  darts.  The  L^landersi 
knock  them  down  with  clubs,  as  they  can  eafilv 
overtake  them  in  running  .with  their  feow-fhoes:' 
but  they^are  generally  fii^ft  Aot  ^nd  then  di{^ 
pj^tched  wijt^  fpears.  In,  foi^  parts  of  Siljeriathei 
l^unters  ere6t  a  fcaffold  of,  fev^ral  balks  laid  ou 
each  other,^  .^j^^ich  fal^  dovvijal}  together  and  crulh 
the  bear,  ,qn  his  ftepping  on  the,  tpp.  placed  under 
^t  Anotl^.  method  is,  to  dig  pit%  in  which  ^ 
fmooth,  folid,  and  very  iharp-ppinted  pofl  is  fixefl 
into,  the  grpund,  rifing  about  a  foot  above  the 
bottom.'  The  pit  is  carefully  poyered  over  with 
fods:  and  acrois  the  track  of  the  be^  a  thin  rope 
with  an  elaftic  bug-beaf  is  pjaced,  Asi  ioQna^ 
the  bear  touches  the  rope,  the  wooden  bug-bear 
ftarts  loofe,  and  the  feared  animal,  endeavouring 
to  fave  himfelf  by  flight,  falls  violently  intp  the 
pit,,  and  is.  killed  by  the  pomted  poft  If  bo 
pfcape  this  fnare,   at  a  finall  diftance,   perhaps; 

feveral 
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feveral  caltrops*^  and  other  laafinunents  of  annoy* 
ance  await  him,  amongib  vhich  a  fimilar  terrific 
log  is  ereded,  and  where  the '  perfecuted  beaft, 
the  more  he  flrives  to  get  free,  fixes  himielf  fafier 
to  tlie  fpot  at  which  the  blood-thirfly  hunter  lies  in 
ambuih  for  him.  Yet  not  only  beneath  and  upon 
the  earthy  but  even  in  the  air  has  nian'i  inventive 
genius  contrived  to  lay  fnares  for  his  liberty  .apd 
his  life.  The  Koriaks  to  this  end  look  out  for  a 
crooked  tree :  grown  into  the  form'  of  a  gibbet, 
at  the  bowed  fummit  of  which  they  attach,  a 
noofe,  hanging  with  it  a  bait.  The  hungry  b^air 
]^  fi>  tempted  by  this  obje6l,  that. he  eagerly  climtxt 
up  the  tree,  and  is  infallibly  the  viftim-  of  his 
greedinefs;  for,  on  his  moving  the  branch,  the 
noofe  draws  together,  and  the*  bear  remains  fuf- 
pended  to  the  tree,*  M'hich  violently  fprings  back 
into  its  former  direction.  But  more  fingiilar  ^nd 
ingeniouis  is  the  method  adopted  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  mountainous  parts  of  Siberia  to  make 
this  ferocious  animal  kill  himfelf  They  fallen  a 
very  heavy  block  to  a  rope,  terminating  jit  the 
other  end  with  a  loop.  This  is  laid  near  a  fteep 
precipice  in  the  path  which  the  bear'  is  wpnt  to' 
take.     On  having  his  neck  in  the  ^ooie,    and 

•  Irons  with'fbar  f^nkes,  fo  niade,  that  whidi  cvdr  way  they 
fall>  one  point  always  lies  uptwards^  generally  thrown  in  breaches 
or  on  bridges,  to  annoy  an  enemy's  horfe ;  al(b  an  inftriunent 
with  three  iron  (pikes  afed  in  hunting  the  wolf. 

finding. 
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fodiag  Ihat  be  caStabt  ]klod^  for  ibm  d%  M 
ttfkes  it  tip  ih  a  Irage^  aiid^  tofree  Mmfetf  fran 
Jtf  tlirdwA  it  dinm  the  pre^ite^  whitih  natnraily 
polk  him  aftdr  it^  and .  he  is  eommoniy  killed  by 
tbo  fall  Shbuld  thii  accidentaUy  ndt  be  the  ctfe^ 
lie  drigi»  fclie  bldck  agaun  up  the.  ihountain  ami 
rafcerates  hit  tiibrti,  till  \rith  increafing  fbiy  h^ 
either  £nk6  ixtYydQ&  to  the  grdiind>  oyr  puts  aa 
and  to  his  lifid  bj  a  di^ciiive  piling* 
.  The  bear  h  found  not  only  in  all  the  fib^rim 
ford&B,  but  dlTo  iii  |^€fat  plenty  iil. the  ikorthem 
proiiiices  ef  eutopeati  RufTia.  The  wh^  or  pofatf 
hemi^'y  Hres  on  the  cotafis  of  the  Yfo^ca^jiteita^ 
and  >oni  fome  of  thd  'eailem  and  nortfaarn  iflcB^ 
-wfiferethe  chace  of  ihim  is  a  coliateral  ock^patton 
a£  the  inariners^  idio!  vifit  thefe  coafts:fbr  the 
capture  of  the  nxnrfe. :  Black  bears  ate  ib  inn 
inetous  iin  Kaantfliaeka^  that  their  are  feen  roamili^ 
about  the  plfltins  in  tro^,  and  iit)idd  icrfidtibl^ 
baTC:  I^tug  fihce  ^xlermixfeated  all  the  idhstbitanta 
were  they  not  here  more  tatee  and  gentle  than  iii 
all '  the.lwoM  faefide.  .In  fpriig  they,  come  in 
moltitndes:  ftorb  the  inounfeatns  itt  wKich  Hief 
have  pafleid .  the  irinter^  to  the  ]Apii<3ia  of  tibo 
livers ,  £dk  xatcbin^  fiHi,  whidh  fwatfai  ill  alt  the 
flreanis  of  that  peninfula.  If  there  be  plenty  of 
Ak  faoA^  tfcey  eat  nothing  bnt  the  hieads  of  l3ie 
ftfk;  aild  %rtlen  they  find  net*  laid  hi  arty  place 

*  (Jrfus  frutritimus. 
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tiiejr  4exterau(ly  drag  them  out  of  the  -^vater.  and 
^empty  them  of  the  fifh.     Towards  autumil  whta 
tiie  fiih  go  up  the  rirera,  they  advance  with  them 
gradually  to  the  mountains.  ^ —  When  a  Kamtilia*. 
dale  fpies  a  bear,  he  endeavours  to  conciliate  his; 
ftiend&ip  at  a  dHlancei  aocompanybag  his  gdr 
tures  by  courteous  words.     Indeed  thcjr  are  foi^ 
^miliar  that  the  women  and  girls  when  the^  ire 
gathering  roots  and  herbs,  or  turf  for  ftiel,    in 
the  midft  of  a  whole  drove  of  bears  are  never  di& 
tubbed  in  their  employment  by  them;  and  if  bxkf- 
one  of  thefe  animals  comes  up  to,  them,  it  is  oftljr 
1X9  eat  ibinet)iing  out  of  their  hand     Thejt  bavt 
never  been  known  to  attack. a  man,  except  Ivheil 
they  are  ronfed  from  their  fleep,  and  th&^r  ikldasA, 
turn  upon  the  markfinan  whether  they  be;hit  of 
thA.     This  humane  charad)er  of  the  kaintfliadale 
bear,  who  diffeiis  fo  remarkably  irOm  his  br^ltre^ 
ihall  other  countries,  procutes  him  however  no 
eaDcmptioii  fi^om.  the  per&cutions  of  mankind. 
I^e  gceat  utility  of  tibis:  ^ifial,.  whofe  bpdily 
paMs  from  the  ikin  to  the  en^trails  are  of  fervice, 
ta  the  Kamtfliaidaies  in  0.  thpuf^nd  w^s,  is.  a  fuf-, 
fieumt  motive  to  felf-intereft^d  man  ta  declare, 
eternal  wax  againft  hii&    Wkdn  both  part»esimeet^ 
the  ccmtefi  is  gtmecally  bloody,  a^d  almoil  always 
terminates  to  the  advantage  of  the  more  artful 
creature^      Arfned  with  fpcars  and  clubs,    the 
Kamtfhadaie  goes  m  ^eft  of  the  peaceful  bear  iu 
Ins.  caha  rdtreat,  who  i^  m«x}itatuag  no  attack, 

but 
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Ijut  only  thinking  of  his  defence,  and  gravely 
takes  the  faggots  which  his  more  bmtal  perfecutor 
brings  him,  and  with  whfch  he  himfelf  cboaks 
up  the  entrance  to  his  den.  The  mouth  of  the 
cavern  being  thus  clofed,  the  huntier  bores  a  hole 
through  the  top,  and  fpears  with  the  greateft 
fecurity  his  defencelefs  foe. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  name  a  fpccies  of  ani- 
mals, excepting  the  flieep,  fovariouflyferviceable 
to  man  as  the  bear  is  after  his  death  to  the  Kamt- 
fhadales.  Of  the  (kin  of  this  a^mal  they  make 
beds,  covertures,,  caps,  gloves,  and  collars  for 
their  fledge-dogs.  Thofc  who  go  upon  the  ice 
for  the  capture  of  marine  animals  make  their 
ihoe-foals  of  them,  which  .have  this  advantage, 
that  the  wearer  is  not  Jn  danger  of  flipping  with 
them.  The'  fat  of  the  bear  is  held  in  great  efli- 
mation  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  Elamtfhatka,  as 
a  very  favoury  and  wholefome  nourishment ;  and 
when  melted  and  thus  rendered  fluid,  it  fupplies 
the  place  of  oil.  The  lielh  is  reckoned  fuch  a 
dainty,  that  they  fcldom  eat  it  alone,  but  ufually 
invite  a  number  of  guefts  to  partake  of  .the  deli- 
cious repaft.  The  inteftines,  when  cleanfed  and 
properly  fcraped,  are  worn  by  the  fair  fex^as  mafks 
to  preferve  their  faces  from  the  effe&s  of  the  fun- 
beams,  which  here,  on  being  refleftdd  fmrn  the 
fnow,  are  generally  found  to  blacken  the  fkin; 
by  which  means  the  kamtfhadale  ladies  preferve  a 
fine  complexion:    the  Ruffians  of  Karatihatka 

.make 
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makeAiriRdaw-rpfa^es  pf  thefe  inteftines,  which  are 
as  txafifparent  arid  <}lear  as  thofe  .made  of  niof- 
covy-glafs,.  Of  the  flioulder-blades  are  made 
iickles  for  cutting  grafs^  and  the  heads  and  the 
haunches  are  hung  up  by  the  Kamtfhadales  as 
ornaments  or  trophies,  on  the  trees  about  their 
dwellings  *.  If  the  ufes  of  the  bear  be  io  various 
to  the  iCamtfhadales,  not  leis  general  is  the  wear 
of  his  fine  and  warm  fur  by  peribns  of  the  higher 
clalfes  in  Ruilia.  A  liffht  black  bearikiri  is  one 
of  the  moll  comfortable  and  cqftly  articles  of  the 
winter- wardrobe  of  a  man  of  faftiion  at  Pcterfburg 
or  Mofco,  and  even  the  fmall  white  hand  of  a 
belle  is  dipt  into  the  large  bear-muff  which  covers 
the  half  of  her  elegant  ihape. 

Among  the  animals  already  named,  the  cmr- 
TONf  deferves  t6  be  mentioned  on  account  of 
his  beautiful  fkin.  Thefe  creatures,  at  the  charge . 
of  whom  credulous  travellers  have  fpread  fo  many 
furprifing  falihoods,  are  found  both  in  northern 
and  fbuthem  Siberia,  prinpipally  about  the  Ana-^ 
dyr  aild  the  Kovyma,  where  they  are  famed  for 
their  ingenious  artifices  in  taking  and  killing  rein- 
deer. From  the  trees  they  watch  thefe  harmleft 
creatures  and  firew  mois  upon  the  ground  ^  a 
bait.  Lured  by  this,  as  foon  as  the  rein-deer 
conges  under  the  tree,  the  glutton  leaps  upon  hi^ 

*  SteUer's  befchreibong  von  Kamtfchatka^  p.  113. 116. 
f  Muilella  gaio. 

neck, 
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neck,  fcratches  out  his  eyes^  and  teyrmttts  him 
urith  fuch  perfeverance,  that  the  poor  fofferer 
l)eats  himfelf  to  death  againft  the  tree  This 
done,  he  buries  his  prey  very  carefiilly  in  ftveral 
places,  and  never  yields  to  the  fuggcftions  of  his 
ravenous  appetite  to  tafte  a  morfel  till  he  has  de- 
pofited  the  whole  of  his  provifion  fafely  under 
ground.  With  equal  cunning  the  glutton  in  the 
diftri^s  of  the  Lena  fubdues  the  much  larger  and 
ftponger  animal  the  horfe ;  when  tamed  hoii'ever 
he  lofes  of  his  favage  nature,  and  becomes  by  the 
variety  of  his  entraining  pranks  a  moft  amufing^ 
companion  to  his  mafter  *. 

To  thefe  obje6fa  of  the  chace  forfiirs,  laftly, 
may  be  added  the  following  animals  with  ihort 
web-feet,  fince  their  dwelling  and  the  manner  of 
their  capture  allow  them  to  be  brought  under  no 
other  rubric:  the  beaver,  who  is  found  in  the 
great  rivers  of  Siberia,  and  in  the  Sundiha  among 
the  mountains  of  C&ucafus,  &c.  and  the  river 
^  FISH-OTTER,  wWch  likcwifc  IS  at  home  in 
mod  of  the  fiberian  and  in  fome  of  the  europeaa 
rivers. 

The  beaver,  fays  the  moft  learned  naturalift  of 

the  age,  is  perhaps  fhe  only  example  ftill  left  as 

an  antient  monument  of  the  intelleftual  faculties 

of  the  brutds*.     **  As  much,"  continues  he,   ^'^as 

.  "  man  has  raifed  himfelf  above  the  ftate  of  favage 

*  Steller,  lib.  cit.  p.  ii8« 

* 

'*  nature. 
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^1  ^ajturf,  H^  4fepJiy  aaFe  the  Mbqab  fiiiik  fidMrpt. 
^'  Ri9duceci  to  fiibjeiStioo  aad fiaveiy,  cmt  tr^aledas 
^<  jq^b  ;#d  diilperfec)  by  fcffoe,  their  focial  ccxiAec^ 
^i  tlQ9s  a?e  e£0)£^,  tbw  mduihry  ii  imp<^Tarifhed, 

*^  Msfih  C^^^l  fpQf^Wa  ha<^  IfiSi  k&  genaval  qualities 
^'  iw4  Q^  th^  i^ilividual  propertidi  are  preferred, 
^<  wlii^H  ^l(b  ^iQ^  lure  wifoldfid  hy  esjoxv^ 
"  WMtotJoii,    n,xk^  tr%irmgy  hak  vitb  other*,  by 
'*  i|€K»ffity  ^11^  fear,  wJiiot  oibliga  t|wai  ta.  he  in- 
^^  G^^ntJy  prpvidi»g  fw  thour  ^ety;      Wbat 
^^  views^  what  plans  can  be  expefted  from  heart* 
^^  le|$:^^e»  (^  fVa«i  impotaat  exilea?  To  ^(l 
'^  QTi^ging  OT: ^ffie^pi^i  or  ajways:  w  felkude ;  tei 
^^  elfjs^,.  90thingi  ta  produce  nothing,  to  teaxa 
^'  Qol^n^g  behi^;  to  figh,  to  peri&  in  sii&iQ^ 
^^*  to  pfropAg2^t9  without  iacreaifing;  m  a  wwl,  ini 
"'  Ipfe  in.  penprtwty.  a^  muok  m  they  had  g»t^ 
''  by^tiipe^thftb  ift  their  loft  1  Thus  these  am bttH 
*^  f<iw  traq^fl^  reimaiftingf  of  tbeiis  admimblei  inn 
''-  4uftiy^  ^nljC'in  thi>jfe  defirt:  regiofia  tfae:exift«<»  ^ 
'*  «9<I9  i»^er.^  h%mh»a  ibr  ager  usknowtit^ 
''  i9aB}(iii4  mA.¥^eneywy1ip9Qiffi  is  at  Hber^ 
'^  te  qa^fi^t  ^o^tnrftl  t«:lmts^  ai^  ^iafelgr  ba*^. 
''  t}iQ]!^tQp0|'|i96ii0n,in:^  peridaadnt.  ftfite  a€  ib««< 

''.  <{t#J^-    ^  il^utelii^  beiiigt  a»  it.  pioeaedflt. 
'^  from  the  hands  of  nature,  is  an  unfruitful 

**  u(e  of  hi;5  fimfes;  even  man^  when  fae  ir  dt>^ ' 
I  ^^  pnvedL 
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prived  of  the  perceptions  and  fupport  of  fa- 
ciety,  produces  nothing  and  efFefts  nothing. 
The  folitary  and  iniulated  beaver,  inftead  of 
fliewing  a  cogitation  beycTnd  that  of  the  other 
fpecies  of  animals,  feems  even,  by  his  mere 
individual  capacities,  to  ftand  far  beneath  fome 
of  them ;  his  genius  and  his  talents  only  ihine 
forth  when  he  lives  united  in  fociety;  and 
even  thefe  animals  never  think  of  building 
iinlefs  they  dwell  in  defart  regions,  where 
men  are  in  fuch  fmall  numbers,  that  they  can- 
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*^  not  eafily  moleft  them*  " 

In  fa£i;  the  uninhabited  wilds  of  Canada  and  Si- 
beria are  the  only  regions  in  which  the  beavers  are 
numerous,  and  even  here  they  herd  together  only 
about  the  folitary  and  unfrequented  rivers,  there- 
fore they  are  ofteneft  found  fingly  on  the  woody 
banks.  The  ufefulneis  of  this  animal  iharpens 
the  perfectlting  fpirit  of  man,  from  which  he  is 
never  fafe  even  in  the  moft  latent  coverts.  —  The 
fkin  of  the  beaver  has  hair  of  two  kinds:  the 
lower  immediately  next  to  the  hide,  are  fhoit, 
iftiplicated  together  ^nd  as  fine  as  down;  the 
upper  grow  more  fparingly  and  are  thicker  and 
longer,.  This  latter  is  of  little  value;  but  the 
flix  or  down  is  wrought-up  into  hat%  flockiiigs, 

-.  •  •  • 

^^:Bafibn«   oeuvres  compL  qnadrap.    torn.  iii.  p.  59r^4i« 
ejUt.  Par.  8yo. 

i  .  -       *  and 


4fiid  caps  ^.  -^  Th€  hunters  prefer  the  winter  feafoa 
for  ieeking  out  the  holes  of  the  beaver;  they  fiop 
up  the  entrance  on  the  fide  next  the  water  with 
iiak€%  enlarge  the  vent-hole  which  they  find  on 
the  land-fide,  for  the  purpoie  of  putting  throiigh 
it  A  do^  who  ia  fo  trained  that  he  holds  the 
heaver  witli  his  teeti^,  and  lets  himfelf  be  drawa 
out  wiA  it  hy  the  hind-feet.  The  ottens  are  likc- 
Irrfe  either  puriued  with  dogs,  or  deflrciyed  by 
fprifiig^guns  placed  on  &e  margin  of  the  fireams 
they  frequent  t« 

The  importance  of  the  chaoe  for  procuring  funs 
is  apparent  not  onJ^  from  the  immenfe  conftimp- 
tion  of  them  within  the  empire,  but  alfo  fropa  the 
great  demand  for  them,  which  notwithilanding 
Hill  continues.  In  a  country,  where  moft  of  the 
province*  may  calculate  upon  a  winter  of  one 
htdf  the  year,  prqte^iion  from  the  cold  is  the 
fccond  tieceflkry  of  iiffe,  and  the  boor  in  RuffiA, 
who  is  defUtute  of  furs,  is  almoft  as  unfortunate 
as  the  peafant  in  France  who  has  loft  his  winter 
provifion  Of  corn.  A  welMnformed  author^  who 
^jenrt  to  havft  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  fia- 
tural  Wealth  and  induflry  of  Ruffia,  has  attempted 

*  The  beaver's  A\x 
Gives  kindlleft  warmth  to  weak  enervate  limhs. 
When  the  pale  blood  flow  rifes  througii  the  veins. 

Drit*«  Fleece, 
f  PaUts»  travelsp  torn,  iii*  p*  tS* 
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-to  reckon  up  the  value  of  the  produfts  with  which 
the  chace  for  furs  annually  increafes  the  national 
treafure  of  that  country,  and  thinks  the  amount 
of  all  the  fkins  thus  procured  in  one  year  miift  be 
cftimated  at  leaft  at  five  millions  of  rubles  *.  But 
though  the  accounts  of  the  fale  of  the  furs  to 

•foreign  countries  be  founded  on  authentic  docu- 
ments, the  refults  of  them  are  not  the  lels  defec- 
tive.    In  the  year  1 768  EMffia  fold  to  the  value 

'of  490,000  rubles,  and  in  the  year  1793  furs  to 
the  amount  of  396,000  rubles  were  exported  from 

'all  the  fea-ports,  thofe  of  the  Cafpian  excepted ; 

*and  yet  the  exportation  by  land  is  not  here  in- 
cluded, which  according  to  the  greateft  proba- 
bility may  be  ftated  as  high  and  e^^en  higher  f.  — 

'"  But, 

..  *  Hermann's  ftatifUfche  fchilderung  von  Rofsland,  p.  4f^. 
In  this'calculacionj  however*  the  (kins  of  the  fea-animals  are 

,coniprifed»  the  capture  whereof  will  be  defcribed  in  the  {equel 
of  this  book.  —  Befides^  fucheftimates  are  nothing  more  than 
exercifes  for  perfoiis  who  (lady  flatiftics>  as^  with  the  completeft 
information  concerning  all  the  fa^  relating  to  thii  matter,  it  is 

.fddom  pofible^to  come  near  the  truth,  and  (lill  feldomer  to  be 
convinced  of  the  accuracy  of  the  refults.  See  on  this  fubje£t 
Hupel's  verfuch  die  flaatfverf.  des  rufT.  reichs  darzuftellens  torn. 
ii.  p.  265—274. 

f  The  articles  of  this  exportation,  with  the  Hated  ^Amoont 
of  their  value,  are  as  follow : 

Grey  hari^-fkins    ------  226,215  rubies 

'White  hare  and  cat-flcins  and  facks  31 1723 

Squirrels-fkms and facks    -    •    f.  .  26^712 

,  Lambf 
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But,  notwithftanding  this  fuperfluity  which  RulTia 
delivers  to  the  foreigner,  yet  the  importation  of 
the  very  fiune  obje6l8  forms  a  very  confiderable 
article,  as  may  be  feen  from  the  fingle  inftance 
that  in  the  lall-mentioned  year,  furs  to  the  amount 
of  256,000  rubles  were  brought  into  the  port  of 
St  Peterfburg  alone^  among  which  we  find  79,000 
rubles  worth  of  otter-fkins,  and  beaver-ikins  to 
the  value  of  2p,000.  Unlels  this  importation 
confiil  in  part  at  leaft  of  ruffian  produ6is,  brought 
hither  by  fea  only  on  account  of  the  eafier  tranf- 
port,  this  particular  of  the  cuilom-houfe  lifts  ought 
furely  to  be  matter  of  concern  to  every  true  Ruffian, 
as  it  naturally  ftrikes  us  with  furpriie,  that  a 
country  fo  richly  fiocked  with  wild  animals  of 


■-       H 


Laoib-fidns  and  faclcs      •    .    -    -  14,864 

Bear-fkins      -•-.----  18,013 

Ermine  and  rOck-fox  fldns  and  facka  1 3,309          ^ 

Fox  and  marten-ikins  and  facks  •    <*•  8,543 

Muffs  and  various  forts  of  furs    '^    -  8,305 

Tulupcs  (morning-gowns)     -     -    ^  4,886 

Wolf-ikins  and  furs      .    -    -    .    -  3>3*5 

Sable-ikins  and  facks    -    -    «    •    -  44^ 

The  cttftom-houfe  lilb  however  give  the  exportation  of  fur^- 
but  very  incompletely*  being  by  reafon  of  their  lightnefs  and 
fmall  bulk  very  commodioufly  tranfported  by  land.  Of  the 
furs  which  go  to  Germany,  Poland,  China,  Perlia,  kc.  the 
kmount  is  tanktown,  bat  probably  far  exceeds  the  export 
by  fea.  ^ 

G  G  2  everj^ 


45^"  PRODUC*lV«:   IfTfttSTRY- 

ev^ry  kmd  ihould  be  de^ety^ftttM  fbt^kgn  isduftty 
m  this  <iteft  of  its  tiet^eflarles* 

we  ha¥e  h^^  be«n  <;bt)i)dei^iig  ittHy  b«  to  tfat 
iiiH^bitonte  bf  the  ruffla^  i^^i^te  ^y  H^lr  Mi^ 
of  IK)  infcriof  MnftqUieT!it6  feliJ  the  i^enfiiliimg  ob- 
je^li  of  the  chac**  eith^  «  to  iftl4«l  eottf*mt)tio«l 
dt  t6  ftreign  tiottimeree.  That  vfe  may  iidt  too 
greatly  fwefll  thfe  fcatalo^ue,  Ve  *^iil  nUtee  oftly 
fome  of  th*  tnoft  reriiarkAble,  the  {>fa4ufti  of 
which  are  bfecbitie  An  Atttcte  bf  trad*.  To  theft 
belong,  for  ihe  fectwrd  time,  the  ftfeAVi;*,  who^ 
befide  his  fkiti,  afllbniii  aMb  th«  taftomitn  «t^ 
Jjorted  by  lUiffla  in  taritJud  quantities  erety  yeaJ-. 
Next  folloivs  the  castor,  Which  ibOtmds  inSHicri* 
and  efpecially  in  fome  provinces,  particularly  about 
KralhoyaHk,  to  fo  great  a  degree,  thai  the  male, 
which  on  account  of  his  bag  is  dearer  than  the 
female,  coHs  no  more  than  from  thirty  to  fifty 
kopeeks^  and  the  female,  flcin  ft&d  fl^fli  tc^ther, 

*  In  the  year  1 794.  this  importation  was  yet  more  cQ&fidera- 
ble>  the  articles  and  value  beit)g, 

Beaver-lkins    ----.-.-     331,350  rubles 

Otttr-fkins       --------     139,741 

Otlierftitli       i---.-.-    117^9^ 

Together    S90>^^ 
Guldenftttdt  allows  for  the  whole  importatioa  in  furs  at  the 
year  17689  which  he  fpecifiei  to  have  confided  in  wolves^  fi>xess» 
filh-otters>  and  beavers^  only  4i>oo6  rubles* 


^ 


win 
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viU  fc^c^ly  fetch  ten  *.    The  bisam;-r4t  is  alfp 

vcT^  comimm  about  the  lakes  in  the  confines  of 
the  Samaiu,  the  Volga,  the  Kama,  a^jd  the  Do». 
The"  iki»5  pf  tbefc  animals  are  to  be  had  at  an 
extremely  lo^y  price,  fmce  they  are  oijly  ufed  as  or- 
di»aiy  pdgwg5 ;  thpugh  they  might  befarmor? 
ufefutty  employed  m  the  making  of  felt  for  hats* 
a^  they  confiA  akapft  entirely  of  a  fine  foft  wool^ 
whicJ^  in  delicacy  an.d  glgflinefs  yields  in  no  .de- 
gree tp  thaJt  pf  the  heaver,  thoqgli  it  k  fonjewhat 
(horter*  The  bidm-rat  i»  generally  t^ken  in 
autumn  wd  fpriug,  apd  comraoijly  found  fufFq- 
catod  in  fiih-veeU  and  iiets,  though  from  the 
(Irvfture  of  th^if  in^rard  parts  they  are  adapted  to 
xemam  long  ifnder  water.  This  anipial  makes  . 
i^is  boles  in  the  high  hanks  pf  the  lakes  under  the 
wateFi  yet  fothat  they  flant-wpwards,  and  the  burrow 
IfVMi^s  always  dry-  In  winter  therefore  he  has 
wJy  th^  fubterraJieau  aii*  to  breathe ;  but  when 
the  ice  diflblves,  they  come  in  numbers,  to  §)ort 
.  in  the  fun,  on  the  furface  of  the  water.  The  beft 
prgaja  of  the  hifam-rat  i$  hi3  very  fenfible  and  ner- 
vous &out ;  fox  his  ej^es  are  ftill  fmaller  than  the 
mole's,  and  his  ear;?  are  grown  up  with  hair?. 
The  efflum  emitted  by  the  matter  contained  in 

*  fsiiUs,  travelsA  tgm.  iii.  p.  12.  As  mod  of  thc^  ibtements 
of  the  price  of  thefc  feveral  articles  are  drawn  from  the  travels 
of  the  peteriburg  academicians,  it  is  poffible  that  the  value  6f 
thofc  produdls  may  have  rifen  foxjiewhat  in  the  coarfc  of  rather 
mpre  than  twenty  years» 

G  G  3  4he 
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the  glands  under  the  fkin  of  his  tail,  is  of  a  far 
moris  penetrating  and  permanent  nature  than  that 
of  even  the  beft  mufk  *. 

The  native  country  of  the  mufk-animal  f  is  the 
moft  elevated  region  of  Afia,  between  the  alpine 
heights  of  Altay  and  the  mountains  which  divide 
iTiibet  from  India ;  hence  this  fpecies,  which  is 
about  the  fize  of  a  deer  of  the  fecond  head,  feems 
Jo  have  retreated  to  the  northern  territories,  where 
it  is  at  prefent  found.  In  the  choice  of  its  habi- 
tation it  much  refembles  the  fallow-deer  and 
fhamois-goat,  living  only  on  bare  rocks,  between 
lofty  mountains  overgrown  with  pines  and  firs,  or 
covered  with  fnow.  The  mufk,  which  confifls  of 
a  brown,  friable  and  greafy  fubflance,  only  col- 
lefts  in  the  males  in  a  fort  of  bag  in  the  umbilical 
region.  The  largeft  bladder,  which  is  commonly 
no  bigger  than  a  hen's  eggy  contains,  according 
to  Tavemier's  account,  not  quite  an  ounce  and 
an  half  of  mufk. 

The  beft  mufk  is  the  thibetan,  probably  from 
the  warmth  of  the  climate  and  the  odoriferous 
plants  on  which  thefe  animals  feed.  In  Siberia, 
the  bag  in  which  the  bezoar  foon  dries  is  imme- 
diately cleanfed  from  all  dirt  and  hairs :  only  a 
part  is  left  remaining  near  the  aperture,  in  order 
to  give  it  a  refemblance  to  that  of  Tliibet.  Thq 
fiberian  is  pf  a  much  fainter  perfume,  and  ap- 

*  Pallas,  travels,  torn.  i.  p.  130.  156. 
t  Mofckttfthier^  bifamUuer^  mofchi  fenu. 

'■-■'■•  proach« 
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proaches  more  to  the  caftoreum:  it  is  conie^ 
quently  alfo  much  cheaper.  The  pureft  mulk  is 
that  which  the  creature  itfelf  drops  on  ftones  or 
trunks  of  trees,  againftwhichitis  fond  of  rubbing 
when  the  bag  becomes  full  and  the  matter  thereby 
too  irritating ;  the  muik  found  in  the  bag  is  fel- 
dom  good,  as  it  has  not  yet  come  to  its  proper 
maturity.  —  As  this  valuable  commodity  is  only 
obtained  from  the  males  of  thefe  wild  animals, 
and  the  confumption  being  fo  great,  it  is  natural 
to  imagine  that  a  confiderable  contraband  trade 
muft  be  carried  on  in  it.  Good  genuine  muflc 
muft  be  of  a  deep  brown,  rather  inclining  to  red, 
dry,  ajid  friable,  but  at  the  fame  time  fomewhat 
greafy,  and  of  fo  ftrong  an  odour,  as  frequently 
to  draw  blood  fiom  tlie  nofe.  Among  naturalifts 
it  ferves  as  a  proof  of  the  infinitely  fine  divifibility 
of  matter,  as  even  gold  and  filver  veflels  admit 
the  fcent  of  it ;  and  in  aifenals  and  armories  are ' 
feen  old  damaiked  blades,  which  ftill  always  retain 
a  moderate  fmell  of  muik.  Befides  its  medicinal 
ufes,  it  is  the  ground- work  of  all  perfumeries,  for 
which  purpofe  it  is  rendered  more  foluble  and 
J>oignant  by  fugar.  —  The  Dutch,  the  Engliih, 
and  the  Portuguefe  at  prefent  are  the  greateft 
eiiropean  dealers  in  mulk.  The  mufk  of  Thibet 
pr  Tonquin  in  bladders  in  1788  coft  at  Amfterdam 
from  ten  to  fifteen  guldens  the  ounce.  The 
arabian  phy ficians  firft  made  it  known  to  Europe 
in  the  eleventh  century ;  yet  it  is  mentioned  by 

0  6  4  authors 
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attthws  fe  eftify  as  the  fifth  century.     It  ftMM  M| 
have  hetn  tottlly  unkn<y«m  to  thd  Gree)t:s  aa^ 

Amon^  the  animals  that  are  A>ught  as  wall  fof 
their  fieHi  as  for  their  flcin,  the  fipft  to  be  natneil 
is  the  RO£-BucKf,  which  ftrays  in  herds  about  tha 
Irtyfh,  the  YeAiffey  and  in  Daouria ;  and  is  Wto* 
itife  found  in  ihe  confines  of  lh«  Samara,  the  Sole, 
atid  in  the  ri^gions  of  CaucaAis.     A  tenant  of 
Kitarly  the  fame  diftri^s  is  the  stao  ;}:,  whofe  deg^ 
nerate  race  the  deei*  ^  is  not  unfrequently  ffmi  in 
Taurida,     A  third  very  -eonfiderable  6bje6t  of  the 
chace  is  the  eir,   which  roam#  over  all  Sibevia, 
within  the  SSth  degree  of  ktkude,  beyond  which 
he  is  never  feen :  likewife  in  Ruifia  pcofex  eren 
about  the  La^Io^-lake  aiKl  m  Livonia.  -^  Of  thefe 
animals  a  very  gi-eat  number  are  kilkd  every  yen?. 
"fhe  ordinaiy  hunting-ffafon  k  towards  March  j 
about  which  time  the  fun  has  meited  the  furfaoe 
of  the  fnow  to  a  confiftence  which  allowa  tha 
hunter  eafily  to  f<^low  I|is  trade  in  lai^  wooden 
Ihow-ftoes  J  \^hereas  the  beads,  with  tluar  claws, 
break  through  this  cruft,    and  arc  hindeml  ia 
running.     They  are  foltewcd  by  the  track,  driveil 
Into  vallics,  where  tlie  fnow  is  drifted  freqnendy 
to  the  depth  of  feveral  elb,  and  there  arc  either 

♦  Jottroal  desla^cu*  uni  d?r  xnoden.  May  1794.  Compare 
v^ith  Vaknont  de  Bomare  di^onaaire  d^hlftoire  naturelle,  ait. 
Gazelle.  Edit.  Paris,  torn.  h.  p.  $j, 

t  CtTvm  Capreoks.  Th9  Dika^  k9Sa  ia  StWif  >  ifi  v^ 
inipn>pefly  called  the  wild  goal. 

I  Cervus  elaphus.  ^  Cervus  dama. 

fliot, 
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Aot,  Of  kept  9t  bay  by  tKe  dogs  tillthe  purfiier  cm 
come  up  and  kill  them  witk  his  k^cff*     The  ro^^ 
buck  particularly  is  fo  liaUc  to  wound  bim&If  19 
the  feet  by  flight,  that  he  is  ¥cry  foou  iucafiahle 
of  running.  The  elks  often  fliand  on  thaiv  delimit 
9gainfi  the  dogs,  kilbng  fevers^  of  them  with  their 
hoofs,  which  are  the  lUual  weapons  of  this  aiun^aL 
In  noany  pavts  likewiie  the  roe-buck  ^nd  the  elk  arft 
caught  m  firong  gins  and  difpatched  by  fpringy 
guns,   which,  where  the  conntry  is  woody,  ast 
h&eneA  to  the  trees.     The  fkin  of  the  roe-bock 
ftUs  cheap,  and  becaufb  they  are  very  light  and 
€a(11y  turn  ofF  the  wet,  are  frequently  ufed  by  the 
peafants  as  covings  to  their  huts,  a|id  icofiettmos 
inside  into  Avinter  garments:  about  fi^ra&oyarik 
they  are  in  fuch  plenty,  that,  fleih  and  all,  they 
fcarcely  fetch  fifteen  kopeeks  a-piece.    Genarally^ 
therefore,  it  is  only  thinr  fkin  that  is  brought  t^ 
market,  which  may  he  had  for  ahoi^t  ten  kopeeks. 
The  Tartars  puy  a  good  part  of  their  tribute  iu  the 
ikins  of  elks  and  large  flags,  which  are  accepted 
at  the  offices  of  the  crown,  for  the  u£b  of  the 
cavalry,  at.  the  rate  of  fixty  to  a  hundrod  and 
twefity  kppeeks  for  every  one. 

The  REiK-DEEB  is  extremely  numerous  thipu^ 
the  whole  of  northern  and  eaftem  Silieria;  le&  ' 
Sequent  about  the  Ural  and  in  the  curopean 
north.  This  exc^dingly  ufeful  creature,  which 
with  many  nations  of  the  northern  cHmes  is  a 
domeflic  animal,  ni\uft  be  treated  of  in  that  refpeS; 
in  feme  future  feftion,  we  fhall  here  conilder  him 
5  only 
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only  as  a  beaft'  of  chace.     In  woody  diftrids;'^ 
where  fpringes,    fire-arms,    and  fpring-gims  arc 
applicable,  they  are  the  moil  ufual  means  reTorted 
to  for  taking  or  killing  the  rein-deer ;  but  in  the 
open  downs  adjacent  to  the  fea,  where  thefe  con- 
trivances would  fail,  the  Samoycdes,  the  Oftiaks, 
the  Tungufes,  and  others,  have  invented  different 
arts,  of  which,  as  an  example,  we  ihall  take  thde 
of  the  Samoyedes.     The  rein-deer  are  wont  to  go 
in  herds  from  ten  to  a  hundred,  and  ibmetimes 
even  two  hundred  are  feen  together.     When  the 
^amoyedes  go  out  in  parties,  and  perceive  one  of 
thefe  herds,   they  ftation  their  tame  rein-deer  on 
an  elevated  plain  to  the  windward,  then  flick  up, 
from  this  place  to  the  favage  herd  as  nea^^  as  they 
can  venture  to  come,   without  betraying  them- 
felves   by   the  weather,    long    flicks,    at    fmall 
diflances  afunder,  in  the  fnow,  to  which  goofe- 
wings  are  tied,  to  be  fluttered  freely  by  the  wind. 
This  done,  they  plant  the  like  pinions  on  the 
other  fide,   under  the  M^ind;  and,   the  rein-deer 
being  bufy  with  their  padure  beneath  the  fnow, 
and  being  chiefly  guided  by  their  fcent,    they 
generally  obferve  nothing  of  all  thefe  preparations. 
When  every  thing  is  ready  the  hunters  feparate; 
fome  hide  themfelves  behind  their  fnowy  entrench- 
ments, while  others  lie  with  bows  and  other  wea- 
pons in  the  open  air  to  leeward,  and  others  again 
go  to  a  diflance  and  drive  by  a  circuitous  route 
the  game  between  the  terrific  pinions.     Scared  by 

thefe, 
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thefe,  the  wild  rein-deer  run  direftly  to  the  tame 
ones  whifch  are  ftanding  with  the  fledges;  but 
here  they  are  alarmed  at  the  concealed  hunters, 
who  drive  them  to  their  companions  that  are  pro- 
vided with  arms,  who  immediately  commit  great 
flaughter  among  them.  —  If  it  fo  happen,  that  a 
faVage  herd  are  feeding  in  the  proxiniity  of  a 
mountain,  then  the  hunters  hang  up  all  their 
clothes  on  ftakes  about  the  foot  of  the  mountain, 
making  alfo  with  the  feme  frightful  pinions  a 
broad  paffage  towards  it,  in  which  they  drive  the 
game  together  from  a  diftance.  As  foon  as  they 
are  come  into  this  gangway,  the  women  go  with 
the'  fledges  right  acrofs  the  ferther  end  of  it, 
fliutting  the  rein-deer  in,  who  immediately  run 
round  the  mountain,  and  at  every  round  are  fa- 
inted by  the  fliot  of  the  huntei-s. 

As  on  fuch  occafions  a  number  of  people  are 
requifite,  the  Samoyedes  have  recourfe  to  other 
inventions  to  deceive  the  caution  of  thefc  animals. 
The  markfman  goes,  for  example,  clad  entirely  in 
rein-deer  flcins,  ftooping  in  the  middle  of  five  or 
fix  rein-deer  trained  to  this  puipofe,  \^hich  he 
leads  by  a  rope  fafliened  to  his  girdle,  and  thus  is 
enabled  to  approach  very  near  to  the  wild  herd, 
without  being  betrayed.  In  autumn,  when  the 
rein-deer  are  in  heat,  the  hunters  choofe  out  a  vi- 
gorous buck  from  their  droves,  to  whofe  antlers 
they  tie  noofes,  and  then  turn  him  loofe  among 
the  wild  herd    The  wild  fl^ag,  on  fpying  a  fi:range 

rival 
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rival  capping  among  his  fen»U^,  ruQi^  on  ta 
%ht  him.  During  thie  combat  he  fo  entangles^ 
his  antler?  in  the  loops,  that  when  he  defcries  tho 
hunter  and  ftiive^  to  efcape,  the  tame  buck  ftrikes^ 
his  head  to  the  ground  and  there  pin3  his  antago-. 
ijkift  faft  till  the  markfman  cau  kill  him*. 

The  sHAMqi&t  ^^^  th^  BEzpAH-aoAT  J  are  W 
obje^  of  ghac^  to  the  caucafean  natipns^  in  whpfe 
mountains  they  abound.  The  me^k^  is  likc-^ 
vife  a  native  of  thefe  as  well  as  the  mountaiqi^  of 
Siberia*  Antei^opes  traverfe  iu  drov€3  theileppe* 
about  (lie  Don^  in  ^he  dii}:ri6U  of  the  Vc^ga,  the 
Ural,  tlie  Irtyfli,  and  in  the  territory  of  N^rtt 
chinfk;  another  fpecies  of  wild^goat,  the  zoh^ 
ko«el,  or  CBAw-ooAT  ||,  Uv€»  in  Daouria  and  in'thf 
xronfine^  of  Mongolia.  The  firft  is  found  i» 
greateft  plenty,  yet  never  tran%refies  the  bpundtf 
to  the  north'  of  the  55th  degree  of  latitude*  Tbc 
horns  of  this  animal  are  ibmetimes  eleven  iiich^ 
long ;  his  face  is  imperfect,  as  the  eye-ball  \^  ob- 
fcured  by  a  fpungy  excrefcence  oji  the  brow. 
Perhaps  nature  intended  by  this  to  temper  the 
glare  of  th(s  fteppes  which  give  birth  to  Ui?  ante- 
lopes. In  return  flie  has  endoiyed  him  with  acuter 
oliuftory  organs,  by  which  he  has  the  faculty  g£ 
fcenting  both  men  and  wild  beads,  when  the  wind 
is  favourable,  at  the  diftance  of  feveral  verfts.     It 

♦  Pallas,  travels,  torn.  iii.  p.  89.  f  Capra  rapicapra* 

t  Capra  bezoardica.  f  Capra  ibex. 

II  Anciiope  gutturoia. 
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}s  furprifiBg  thtit  this  knimal,  whteh  feems  M  it 
Were  frariied  for  rannitjg,  fmce  ft  is  aj^paretitly  for 
^hat  pcirpofe  that  be  i$  provided  with  a  iHiKl-pipe 
Of  nearly  t^v^  iivches  in  diaidi^ter^  large  luiigis,  (g^nd 
^de  tioArild,  Aould  be  more  eafily  p}xt  oat;  ^ 
brtatli,  whfeh  hunted  ot  vexed,  thaii  toy  otha- 
animal.    Thci  chace,  en  their  Tujeming  nag^  of 
the  antelbpK^s  i»  a  ihvourite  diy«HiOh  c^the  M^A- 
goles  ahd  th6  daourian  Tutigufes  of  the  fteppet^. 
5For  this  piirpofe  they  unite  in  compahi^s  of  Ufty^ 
t)f  a  hundred,  <^  of  two  hundred  pCffon^^  all  well 
mounted  and  provide  with  led  hoi^feft,  All  like- 
wife  artned  with  bows  and  huntihg-TpearB,  abdl 
cvfcry  one  hating  With  him  a  trained  dog.     Tliey 
choolfe  oAe  of  the  company  for  their  pleader,  who 
direfts  the  chaoe,  and  has  the  command  while  it 
lafts.     When  the  hunt  is  to  procted,  early  in  the 
morning  thi^ee  or  four  men,  who  have  a  keen  eyty 
fight,  ^are  fent  forwards,  that  from  certain  deta- 
ttons  are  to  look  round  for  gaitie ;  and  where  they 
perceive  them  in  troops  to  ftand  ftill  till  the  whole 
party  is  come  up  to  them,  to  whom  they  point 
•Out,  by  figtts  agreed  on,  on  which  fide  the  beafts 
are  feeding,  and  what  courfe  they  ought  to  take. 
In  puriiiance  of  thefe  fignals  the  company  dif- 
perfe,  and  gradually  form  a  IJ^atious  ardi,    hi 
Which  etich  man  is  not  above  fixty  or-  eighty  fa- 
thom diftant  from  the  other,  and  by  which  the 
herd  is  Cantioufly  firmunded.     As  foofi  aS  thefe 
latter  art  awftfe  of  the  hunters,  ftnd  are  betaking 

themfelves 
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themfelves  to  flight,  they  ruih  in  on  all  fides,  at 
full  gallop^  upon  them ;  who,  panic  ftruck  at  the 
iliouts  of  the  fportfmen  and  the  whizzing  of  their 
javelins,  ftart  different  ways,  but  are  flain  in  great 
numbers  from  the  dexterity  acquired  by  all  the 
nations  of  the  dapurian  fleppes,  who  make  it  one 
of  their  conftant  exercifes  tofhootand  thrpw  their 
.weapons  at  a  mark.  The  chace  is  fiill  more  pro- 
dudive  when  the  fcene  of  it  happens  to  lie  near  a 
river  or  a  mountainous  foreft ;  for  the  goats  of 
.the  fteppes  have  this  Angular  property,  that  they 
never  take  to  the  water,  though  long  and  furioufly 
harafled,  but  rather  drive  to  efcape  by  fudden  and 
vaft  leaps  through  the  troops  of  their  purfuecs. 
They  are  almoft  equally  (hy  of  forefls.  No  (boner 
are  they  hunted  into  a  wood  than  they  are  fo  be- 
wildered among  the  trees  as  not  to  be  able  to  flee 
a  himdred  paces,  but  run  their  heads  againft  every 
.  t^pe,  and  foon  fall  breathlefs  *. 

The  WILD  SHEEP  f,  called  by  the  Mongoles  ar- 
gali,  and  the  rock-ram,  kamennoi-baran, .  are 
met  with  in  the  fayane,  the  nertfchinflcian  and 
altayan  mountains,  alfo  in  Daouria,  on  Caucafus 
and  in  Kamtfhatka.  The  argali  is  larger  and 
more  powerful  than  the  dam  ftag  j; ;  but  the  ram 
is  larger  ftill,  whofe  exuberant  horns  alone  weigh 
lull  forty  pounds.     The  winter  coat  of  this  ani- 

*  Pal]as>  travels^  torn*  i.  p.  402.  torn.  ill.  p.  204. 
t  Capra  amon.  t  Cenras  danuu 
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mal  IS  long  and  fliagg}^^  much  mixed  with  wool ; 
whereas  the  fummer  hair  is  Ihort  and  fleek.  They 
live  on  folitary,  dry,  and  woody  mountains  and 
rocks,  where  they  can  feed  on  the  various  bitter 
and  acrid  mountain-herbs.  The  flag  is  not  fafliy 
as  the  argali,  with  which  it  is  almofl  impoffiUe  to 
come  up.  They  are  of  uncommon  fpeed  in  run- 
ning, and  when  purfued  make  tortuous  circuits^ 
ai\d  oflen  double  upon  the  hunters«  Though  this 
animal  be  fo  wild  when  full  grown,  nothing  is  fo 
eafy  to  tame  as  the  lambs  that  are  taken,  and  to 
habituate  them  to  milk  and  fodder.  The  kam« 
ennoi-foaran  keeps  entirely  to  the  high  inacceffible 
rocks  and  never  approaches  inhabited  difiri6ls.  •— * 
The  WILD  BOAR  is  found  in  the  fteppes  of  the 
Samara  and  the  Volga,  in  the  confines  of  the  river 
Ural,  in  Daouria,  and  even  about  the  Irtyfli.  Bci- 
tween  the  Ural  and  tlie  Yemba  they  are  extremely 
numerous ;  where  they  are  hunted  iii  winter  by 
the  Kozaks^  n6t  without  danger,  with  dogs,  and 
killed  fomctimes  with  carabines,  and  fometimes 
with  lances.  Thefe  animals,  who  feed  folely  on 
the  roots  of  fea-weed  and  fedge,  grow  to  fuch  an 
extraordinary  fize,  that  they  are  frequently  found 
^ghiAg  upwards  of  fix  hundred  pounds ;  their 
'bacon  is  near  four  inches  thick  in.  fat,  though  their 
"flefh  in  general  is  diy  and  firm,  .and  well  fla- 
voured. 

Of  the  feveral  generally-known  fpecies  of  eat- 
"able  wild  animals,  Ruflfia  isjn  poiieflion  of  no 

fmall 
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fitkatt  &6Tt ;  tiut  we  Ihall  here  bicak  off  &am  any 
ftrtfa^r  sBtedUlit  of  them;  left  we  begia  to  burdca 
At  r«df  r  s  pattenoe  with  «odogical  <icfcriptioD% 
WhkA  lie  may  fidd  ta  books  abeady  in  hig  poffef- 
fi9ft«  hft  the  Thore  tultivatad  and  thxckly-inha- 
bited  diAri^  of  the  edij^r^  this  valuable  provi- 
fioa  has  bwil  k>fig  becomitig  fcarcer  from  day  to 
day;  but  there  are  ilill  htge  tra^  enough  in 
whksh  thefb  fpeciea  of  animals  may  multiply  un- 
moteflod,  and  where  mtuddnd  hare  not  yet  con- 
ten^kd  with  them  for  the  doniinion  ov^r  thecal 
and  ita  {)toduia;iOn«. 

WiLt^-Fo^TL  it  iikewife  everywhere  here  in 
great  abundance,  fi>  that  even  the  mofi  cultivated 
regidSK  can  fuffer  bo  want  Among  the  moiR,  fib* 
mury^  ni  vfdi  tn  moft  cbi^amon  kinds  of  them^ 
am  wild  ducks  and  geefe,  fwans^  woodcodc^ 
fiiiprSy  buftards,  fno^-^biAls,  pheaiantS)  partridge% 
f^t.  ^  The  FLOcai^BibDS  are  particularly  ramaik- 
nble,  mrhich  oome  in  flights  from  the  nordieim 
dimes  to  the  fouthern  ilepipd^  wiiere^  upon  the 
tmiHtnerable  lakes,  they  £ad  an  agreeable  fqjoim 
and  pknty  of  food.  The  flocks  of  thefe  birds 
that  cotne  in  the  fpria;g  acrofs  the  water  alndc 
upon  the  warm  (lepp^  ^rty  left  by  the  Ihow^ 
"Where  diey  pick  up  their  noul^iihlfii^nt  from  the 
4»^uting  fatrbs^  only  t4U  the  northern  rivers  are 
free  from  ice.  Then  they  are  feen  to  fte^  their 
-cionrfe  ncMrthwardsi  whidl!^  generally  ha|)petts  about 
the  beginning^f  April..    Some  ^edes  of  tbentgo 

quite 
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quite  away;  moft  of  them  reitiain  in  modetate 
numbers  behind,  and  people  the  fouthern  lakes  ; 
while  others  fettle  entirely  in  the  warmer  dfftrifts. 
All  the  birds  that  have  nefted  in  the  north  fly 
back  again  in  autumn  fouthwaixls,  and  remain  in 
the  well-watere<l  diftrifts,  generally  till  the  winter 
fets  in,  when  they  tend  farther  fouthward^  com- 
pelled to  wing  their  lofty  flight  acrofs  •  the  fea,  to 
whioB  certain  kinds  of  them  are  impelled  by  an 
unknown  inftin6l.     Firft  come  the  convmon  wild 
geefe  and  feveral  fpecies  of  ducks;  foon  after- 
wards the  northern  geefe  and  cranes ;  and  laftly 
the  ice-duck  in  great  multitudes.     As  foon  as  the 
people  of  thefe  regions  perceive  the  arrival  of  the 
birds,  which  alight  upon  the  lakes  in  innume- 
rable companies,    the   capture  of  them  begins, 
which  the  boors  carry  On  when  the  harveft  is  got 
in.     This  fort  of  fowling  is  in  fome  diftrifts,  for 
inilance  in  the  government  of  Ufa,  fo  remarkable, 
that  it  deferves  to  be  here  particularifed.     The 
I  geefe  are  caught  flying,  in  nets,  in  the  followimr 
manner ! 

The  fpot  for  this  purpofe  muft  be  chofcn  near 
a  lake,  having  the  greater  part,  or  at  leatt  one 
fide  of  it,  furrounded  by  a  birch-wood.  As  it  is 
the  cuftom  of  the  geefe  to  fly  every  morning  at 
fun-rife  to  pafture  on  the  corn-fields,  and  at  even- 
ing to  return  to  the  lake,  the  fowlers  having  re- 
marked the  track  they  take,  fet  to  work  to  cut, 
VOL-  II.  H  H  once 
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once  for  all,  a  broad  villa  i^  th&  wood  in  that 
direftion,  which  the  geefe  fooa  difcover,  and  pre- 
fently  take  to  it :  as  it  is  difficult  for  them  to  fly 
aloft^  and  this  faves  them  that  necelGty.  At  the 
diilance  of  five-and-tweiity  or  thjiity  fatliom  froin 
the  lake,  two  high  birches  are  left  (landing  in  the 
opening  made  in  the  wood,  ftripped  of  their 
branches ;  and  between  thefe  the  net  is  placed, 
aboiijt  thirty  elk  in  length,  and  fipin  feven  tft  ten 
ells  in  bieadth,  and  refting  on  Wo  forked  poles 
with  fliaip  poipts,  the  moving  w'hereof  die  fowler 
has  in  his' command  by  means. of  a  corcL  Tlie  net 
being  thus  fet  in  the  night,  the  boor  goes  back  as 
fer  behind  it  as  the  cord  will  reach,  lays  hwfelf 
down  in  the  grafe,  and  expefts  his  prey.  The 
geefe  commonly  begin  to  rife  an  hour  before 
the  fun ;  and  being  unable,  juft  at  peep  of  day, 
tp  fee  the  net,  they  infallibly  fly  intx)  it ;  on  which 
the  rope  is  immediately  flackened,  and  the  geefe 
clofe  the  net  upon  themfelves  by  their  own  mo- 
mentum. In  this  manner,  ten,  twenty,  andinbre 
geefe,  are  fnared  at  a  time,  which  yield  one  of  the 
moft  favoury  roafts  in  the  world ;  and  fcarcely 
ever  do  the  boors  go  out  of  a  night  tor  this  pur- 
pofe  without  fuccels. 

The  fame  contrivance  is  made  ufe  of  by  the 
Oftiaks  of  the  Ob}'',  in  whofe  northern  climates 
the  flock-fowl  amve  much  earlier.  As  this  happens 
ufually  at  the  firil  thawing  weather,  and  the  birds 

are 
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are  apt  to  fettle  on  their  feet,  the  Oftiaks  ftreti^ 
aflies  on  the  fnow,  to  make  it  diffolve  the  fooner, 
placing  ftuffed  birds  as  decoys,  near  which  they 
watch  the  game.  They  have  even  invented  means 
for  catching  birds  in  the  air  by  broad  day-light 
To  this  end  the  bird-catchei-,  in  parts  of  the  foreft 
which  he  has  cleared  of  trees,  and  where  his  fca-^ 
thered  prey  are  accuftomed  to  take  their  flight, 
makes  a  hut  of  wattles,  from,  which  he  can  ob-* 
ferve  them  without  being  perceived.  The  net  ii 
laid  on  the  ground  in  readinefs,  tied  to  a  cord 
which  runs  over  upright  poles.  Whenever  thtf 
Oftiak  thinks  the  flying  birds  are  near  enough,  he 
fpreads  the  net  in  the  air  by  means  of  the  lines, 
which  are  very  eafily  moved ;  whereupon  the 
heavy-bodied  birds,  who  can  feldom  mount  high, 
are  entangled  and  taken.  Should  that  happen, 
however,  then  the  Oftiaks  have  already  placed  alJ 
fomc  diftance  feveral  d6coy-geefe,  and  having  the . 
art  of  imitating  fo  exactly  the  calling  founds  of 
thefe  birds  by  a  piece  of  birch-bark  in  their 
moutlls,  that  the  flock  of  them  forget  the  net, 
fettle  al>out  the  decoy-geefe,  and  thus  become  ai 
fecond  time  a  prey  to  the  fowler.  —  As  for  the 
fmaller  aquatic-birds,  none  of  thefe  northern  peo- 
ple think  it  worth  their  while  to  catch  them ;  at 
itioft  they  employ  themfelves  in  talking  the  larger 
kinds  of  ducks,  and  the  abundance  of  thefe  wild 
birds  is  fo  great,  that  the  inhabitants  are  enabled 
to  fait  provifion  of  them  enough  for  the  Ivholc 

H  H  iSt  year, 
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year,    and  in  the  fpring  have  ftill  a  number  re- 
maining to  throw  away*   . 

.  In  the  fouthem  aftrakhan  fleppcs  they  make 
life  of  an  ingenious  and  fimple  invention  for 
catching  on  the  level-ground  the  heathcocks, 
which  are  here  in  great  abundance.  The  bird- 
catcher,  to  this  purpofe,  provides  hhnfclf  with  a 
fcreen  of  Avhite-lincn  ftrctchcd  in  a  frame  and 
with  it  can  be  drawn  together;  to  this  he  adds  a 
cylindrical  net  fixtccn  feet  in  length  held  {pread 
out  by  cords,  and  at  its  open  end  he  puts  two 
wings  which  are  ever  getting  farther  from  each 
other.  When  he  goes  fowling,  he  holds  the 
fcreen  before  him,  that  the  birds  may  not  per- 
ccive  him,  at  the  fame  time  following'  them  \vith 
his  eyes  through  a  hole  made  in  the  linen.  As 
foon  as  he  defcries  a  flock  of  heathcocks,  he 
fprcads  the  net  which  he  carries  at  his  back,  fome 
hundred  paces  from  them  in  the  manner  above 
dofcribcd,  taking  fuch  a  pofition,.  that  the  game 
come  in  a  line  with  the  fcreen  and  the  net.  Then. 
with  the  former  he  makes  a  (light  noife  and  drive-s 
the  birds  gradually  between  the  wings  and  towards 
the  net,  into  which  thefe  timid  and  filly  creatures . 
fpontancoufly  run  f. 

The  common  forts  of  water-fowl  and  the  feveral 
gallinaceous  fpecics,  are  fo  plenty,  and  that  even 

•  Piillas,  travels,  torn.  ii.  p.  324.  torn.  iii.  p.  92. 
•V  G     '■  iiilidt's  travels  through  RiiiHa  and  in  the  caucafean 
moti.  ...  *,  torn.  ii.  p.  96. 

.0  in 
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in  the  governments  which  are  the  pooreft'ln  wild, 
animals,  that  they  form  an  ordinary  and  not  very 
coftly  difli.     Even  Livonia  i&  corifiderably  rich  in 
well-flavoured  wild-fowl,  and  the  price  of  it  in 
fome  parts  at  a  diftance  from  towns  isfo  low,  that 
^  a  buftard,  fometimes  of  twenty  pounds  weight, 
colls  no  more  than  thirty  or  forty  kopeeks*.  ^   fa 
the  government  of  St.    Peterlburg,    where  ulie 
forefts  are  already  veiy  thin,  and  wherethe  prodi- 
gious demands  of  the  refiderice  make  an  exceedr 
ingly  great  provifion  neceflary,  partridges,  pheacv 
iants,  Avoodcocks,  sifnipes,  fnow-birdis,  and  heiatlp- 
cocks,   are  amongft  the  moft  common  bifds  that 
are  eaten.     Here  the  woodcocks  even  keep  togc?- 
ther  in  families,  and  the  capture  of  them  is  very 
productive.     But  the  greater  part  of  thefe  articles 
of  confumption  come  frozen' to  the  populous  towns 
in  winter  from  diftant  forefts.   Packed  up  in  fnow!^ 
and  prefcrved  from  putrefaftion  by  the  cold,  they 
are  often  brought  many  thoufand  verfts  to  a  great 
market,  where  the  price  of  them  is  riotwithftand^ 
^ng  very  moderate. 

Ere  we  clofe  this  article,  we  niuft  not  forget  to 

[     mention  one  more  fpecies  of  wild  birds  the  chace 

'      whereof  is  alike  important  both  to  induftry  and 

luxury,  that  is,  the  eider-fowl,  which  harbour 

about  the  coafts  gf  the  White-fea  and  the  North- 

..f  Friede's  pliyfical,  (BConoMiical,  and  Ibtiltieal  remarks  on 
{^iyonia  and  Eflhonia,  p.  75  2,  1 
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.  em-odctn.  It  is  this  bird  which  Aipplks  thii  fiiie 
und  foft  down  that  in  all  cpuutries  is  fo  mu<^ 
dleemed.  In  order  to  obtain  it  the  fowler  mu& 
expofe  himfelf  to  the  greateft  dangers,  as  the 
.eKter-^jfowl  ufually  make  their  nefts  in  clefts  of  the 
yocks  or  on  inacceffibie  cliffs,  and  never  coine 
far  on  land  from  the  iflands  or  fea-coail&  One 
of  tbefe  nefts  containa  five  or  fix  eggs  *,  carefully 
<!0v«red  with  feathers,  plucked  by  thefe  birds 
6om  their  own  breads.  When  they  are  driven 
out  of  one  neft,  they  build  anotha-,  which  they 
Again  fill  with  down,  anA  wheip  this  alfo  is  become 
a  prey  to  their  rapacious  perfecutor,  they  build  a 
third  and  laft,  which  they  line  more  copioufly 
with  down  than  either  of  the  former.  All  the 
feathers  which  the  eider-bird  does  not  itfelf  pluck 
out  are  ihort  and  coarfe ;  but  even  thofe  which 
are  taken  out  of  the  nefts  muft  be  carefully 

*  Thefe  eggs  are  far  foperior  m  tafte  to  thofe  of  any  of  the 
dpmeftic  poultry*  and  are  therefore  in  great  requeft  in  the  parts 
about  Kola  as  an  agreeable  and  important  article  of  food. 
From  this  circumftance,  and  from  the  early  robbing  the  nefh  of 
the  down  before  the  birds  have  reared  their  young,  they  are 
already  become  very  fcarce  about  Kola.    If  the  people  wonid 
but  leave  this  latter,  the  eider-fowl  would  not  indeed  that 
fummer  make  the  fecond  and  third  nefts^  but  this  lofs  would  be 
amply  compenfated  by  their  greater  increafe.    Beiides,  in  an 
undifturbed  neft  far  more  down  is  found,  and  the  benefit  deiiired 
from  the  fecond  and  third  neils  is  very  uncertain,  as  thefe  are 
eommonly  built  at  a  great  difiaace*  and  on  the  fummiu  of  In-  - 
acceflible  rocks. 

cleanfed, 
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cleanfed,  whence  it  i^,  that  of  a  pood  of  down 
toltefted,  fcaree  fifteen  pound  is  obtained  clear, 
which  fome  few  years  ago  was  fold  at  Afchangel 
at  two  rubles  thfc '"pound*  The  greater  part  of 
tJie  down  brought  to  maricet  at  Archangel  comes 
from  Navaya  Zemlia  and  Spitsbergen,  where  the 
people  who  go  out  for  the  capture  of  fea-animsils 
occafionally  collect  it ;  in  the  diftriSl  of  Kola  it  is 
not  indeed  found  in  fuch  (Juat>tities,  but  oil  ac- 
count of  the  fmaller  vent  for  it,  it  is  much  cheaper 
than  at  Archangel. 

This  eider-down  and  the  common  forts  of  fea- 
thers, collefted  frdin  other  birds,  form  no  incon- 
fiderable  article  of  exportation ;  for  in  the  year 
1793,  for  example,  it  amounted  to  10,551  pound, 
the  value  of  ^vhich  exceeded  85,000  rubles.  So 
much  the  more  amazing  it  is  that  Ruflia  imports 
annually  quills  to  the  value  of  more  than  a 
tlioufand  rubles.  They  are  indeed  drawn ;  but 
as  this  art  is  very  eafy,  that  expence,  which  in- 
con  fiderable  as  it  is,  is  always  unneceflary,  deferves 
fome  inquiry.  If  the  time  geefe  Ihould  prove  not 
fnfficient  to  fupply  this  deficiency,  nothing  more 
is  neceflary  than  to,  malce  ufe  of  the  feathers  of 
the  Avild  fowl,  and  particularly  the  fwaris,  which 
ia  many  parts  uncommonly  abound.  — At  any 
rate  tliis  chace  might  be  rendered  more  profitable, 
were  it  to  be  extended  to  feveral  fpecies  of  wild 

*  Guldenflxdt's  academical  difcoarfe  in  the  St.  Peteriburg 
journal^  vol.  iv.  p.  38. 
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fowl  at  prefent  held  in  no  ei^imation  in  Ruflia, 
and  which  would  efpecially  be  a  moft  acceptable 
bufinefe  for  the  Kalmuks  and  the  nogayian  Tartars, 
who  are  very  expert  in  falconry.  Frotn  many 
kinds  of  birds  likewife  feathers  for  beds  might  be 
obtained,  which  would  doubly  repay  the  trouble 
attending  it,  and  this  ufetVl  luxury  be  rendered 
more  general  in  Ruffia.  Then,  were  the  flefli  to 
be  ililted  down,  a  new  material  of  confumption, 
and  a  new  branch  of  inland  commerce  ^vould  be 
gained.  The  feathers  of  the  white  hems,  great 
and  fmaJJ,  make  a  part  of  the  ornaments  of  drels 
with  the  ladies  oif*  Europe,  and  are  likewife  ufed  tq 
decorate  the  turkifli  turbans,  on  the  ftage,  and  on 
other  occafions  :  Ruflia  might  fave  the  expence  of 
this  article  6f  talJjion,  if  the  chace  of  thofefowl, 

* 

which  are  very  common  about  the  Cafpian  and 
the  Fuxine,  were  more  diligently  purfued.  — Not 
the  fuperfluity  of  products  left  to  grow  wild,  but 
the  variety,  choice,  and  direclion  of  the  induftry 
of  the  natives,  are  the  means  by  which  the  wealth 
of  nations  is  augmented;  and  it  is  proved  by 
more  than  one  example,  that  countries  favoured 
with  the  greateft  bounties  of  nature,  are  depen- 
dent for  the  neceffaries  of  life  on  poorer  climes. 
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•     I 

HAVING  no  room  left  me,  except  this,  fo^ 
correfting  a  mifiake  in  my  former  edition  * 
concerning  captain  Richard  Chancellor,  and 
his  expedition  to  the  coafts  of  the  White-fea, 
rather  than  ncgleft  it  enth^ely,  becaufe  it  was  fug- 
gefted  to  me  too  late  for  redification  rn  its  propel 
place,  I  thouglit  it  beft  here  to  infert  the  whole 
paflage  as  now  reformed,  and  to  embrace  that  op- 
portunity for  adding  the  documents  concerning 
the  firft  eftabliihment  of  the  Englilh  in  Ruffia, 
which  I  have  iince  obtained. 

Upwards  of  two  centuries  and  a  half  had  the 
Hanfe  monopolized  almoft  the  -vrhole  of  the  fo- 
reign trade  to  Ruffia;  and  now  the  decline  of 
Novgorod,  the  induftry  of  thelivonian  cities,  and 
the  appearance  of  fliips,  from  other  countries,  in 
the  Baltic,  were  threatening  the  downfall  of  the 
hanfeatic  commerce,  when  an  unexpefted  difco- 
very  brought  the  Engliili  acquainted  with  a  fea, 
the  coafts  whereof  offered  •  them  an  immediate 
connexion  with  the  inland  provinces  of  the  ruf- 
fian empire.  This  ftroke  was  decifive.  The  Ilanfe, 

♦  Book  xii.  fed.  i.  in  the  prefent  edition  vol.  iii.  p.  431. 
The  inadvertence  was  firft  pointed  out  to  me  by  a  writer  in  the 
Monthly  Magazine,  July  i,  1800,  when  that  part  of  the  work 
was  already  printed,  the  third  volume  having,  for  feme  typo* 
ff^phical  reafons,  been  finifhed  before  the  fecond. 
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by  its  fupet  iority  in  the  Baltic,  had  excluded  all 
the  maritime  natiotiB  from  the  ruffian  commerce ; 
to  pre\:cnt  their  failing  to  the  White-fea,  was  be- 
yood  tlie  reach  of  their  power.  The  trade  with 
liuflia,  which  had  hitherto  been  in  fome  meafiir^ 
a  monopoly  of  the  hanfeatic  league,  was  now 
opened  to  all  commercial  nations,  thougli,  for  a 
long  time  afterwards,  it  was  confined  entirely  to 
the  Engliib. 

This  country,  from  its  infular  fituation,  and 
other  circ:umftances,  being  more  favoured  by  na^ 
ture  for  navigation ,  and  commerce  than  any  other 
in  Europe,  had  onl}'^  of  late  begun  to  perceive  and 
to  employ  thefe  advantages.  Long  had  fhe  been 
dependent  m  her  maritime  commerce  on  the  ger- 
inan,  flemilh,  and  Italian  induftiy  ;  but  her  very 
iirft  exertions  on  that  element,  which  ihc  at  pre- 
fent  niles,  evidently  (hewed  what  was  to  be  ex- 
pelled from  her.  The  difcovery  of  the  fouthern 
paffage  to  the  Eaftindies,  had  entirely  diflocated 
the  former  fyftem  of  general  commerce ;  the  in- 
dian  traffic,  the  grand  objefl;  of  mercantile  efforts, 
had  thereby  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Portu- 
gueze,  who  were  refol ved  to  appropriate '  it  exclu- 
fively  to  themfelves-  By  this  way  it  was  next  to 
imi>oflible  for  any  other  nation  to  obtain  even  the 
fligbteft  fliare;  England  therefore  bent  her  en- 
deavours to  find  out  another.  The  Portugueze 
Imd  circumnavigated  Africa:  the  Englifli  ven- 
tured 
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tMred  now  upon  the  trial,  whether  it  might  not 
be  praAicable  to  fail  round  £uix>pe*. 
.  It  was  in  the  year  1553,  during  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  VI.  that  the  famous  navigator,  Sfr- 
baftian  Cabot^  niade  the  propofal  to  go  in  queft 
of  a  north-eaft  pafiage  to  China  and  the  Indies! 
Thfee  fliip»  w^ne  fitted  out  for  this  enterprife,  and 
fir  Hugh  Willoughby  had  the  chief  command* 
He  failied  from  Deptford,  and  reached  the  7Sii 
degree  ^f  flotth  latitude.  Here  the  veffels  vrett 
difperfed  in  a  vjolent  (lonn,  and  one  of  them  went 
to  the  bottom.  Willoughby  ran  )iis  Ihip  into  4 
harbour  of  ruffian  Lapland,  where  he  was  frozen 
to  death  with  all  his  crew.  Only  the  third  fliip, 
the  Bonaventiire,  commanded  by  Richard  Chan- 
cdlor,  happily  reached  Wardhuys,  in  Nonm% 
whence,  after  waiting  fbme  time  in  fruitlefs  ex- 
pc6tetion  of  being  joined  by  the  reft,  he  profe- 
cuted  his  voyage^o  the  White-fea.  Here  he  en- 
tered the  mouth  of  the  Dvina,  and  dropped  an- 
chor near  the  monaftery  of  St.  Nicholas,  juft  at 
the  place  where  afterwards  the  harbour  of  the 
archangel  Michael  was  cQnftru6led.     From  this 

•  Hacklayt'a  principal  navigations  of  the  engliih  nation.— ^ 
Coxe's  traycls  through  Ruffia,  vol.  ii.  —  Clcmentis  Adami* 
AnglorQm  navigatio  ad  Mofcovitas.  Rer.  Mofc.  auft.  var^ 
p.  142,  ct  fcq.— Von  der  crftcn  ankunft  der  Englandcr  und 
dcr  crrichtung  ihrcs  handcls  in  Rufsland,  von  J.  Bacmciftcr,  iof 
St.  Peterib.  Joorn.  torn.  ix.  p.  83  —  104.  139—^74*  ^^ 
—  227. 

monafteiy 
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inonaftery  Chancellor  named  the  place  where  he 
had  ftationed  his  fhip,  the  bay  of  St,  Nicholas.  — 
This  nvemorable  event  happened  feven  hundred 
year^  lubfequent  to  the  difcovery  of  Othere,  and 
about  thirteen  hundred  years  after  the  firft  detec- 
tion of  thefe  coafts.  For  a  fpace  of  three  huadred 
and  thiity-fix  years,  the  White-fea  had  not  been 
navigated. 

The  englifh  expedition,  which  fet  out  on  its 
cominiffion  under  fuch  unfavourable  aufpices,  had 
not  indeed,  been  ..able  completely  to  attain  its 
proper  objeft ;  yet  the  accidental  difcovery  here 
made,  by  Chancellor,  feemed  to  him  fome  com- 
penfatipn  for  his.  defeated  expeQa^tions.  He  no 
fooncr  learnt  that  the  fliore  on  which  he  had 
landed  l)clonged  to  Ruflia,  than  he  perceived  the 
great  benefit  that  was  likely  to  ar^fe  to  th^  com-r 
nierce  of  his  country,  fiom  this  fortunate  difco- 
very. Accordingly  he  replied  t^  the  interrogator 
ries  of  the  ruflian  voyvodes,  that  he  was  come  in 
the  defign  of  concerting  a  mercantile  conne6|ion 
with  RuflTia. 

Tzar  Ivan  Vaflillievitch,  having  intelligence  of 
the  arrival  of  thefe  ftrangers,  immediately  ordered 
them  to  be  coudufled  to  Mofco,  at  his  expence. 
This  difcovery  was  the  more  agr-eeable  to  him,  as 
the  felf-interefted  behaviqur  of  the  Hanfa  had 
long  fince  excited  his  difpleafure,  and  particularly 
a^  the  wars  he  w^  then  carrying  on  in  Livonia 
greaiiy  impeded  the  trade  to  his  country  by  the 

Baltic^ 


ENGLISH    IKT    RUSStA-  4?/ 

Baltic.  Inceflkntly  occupied  with  the  idea  of 
raifing  the  confequence  of  his  empire,  and  im- 
proving the  manners  of  his  people  by  a  nearer 
intercourfe  with  foreign  nations,  he  defcrled  in 
this  event  the  genn  of  a  moral  revolution,  which 
he  had  already  taken  fo  much  pains  to  bring 
about.  Chancellor  was  admitted  to  an  audience, 
at  M'hich  he  prefented  to  the  tzar  a  letter  from  his 
fovereign,  direded  to  all  the  northern^and  oriental 
princes,  and  drawn  up  in  feveral  languages.  Thefe 
letters  were  expreflive  of  a  defire  to  enter  into  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  with  fuch  princes 
and  nations  as  might  be  difcovered  by  the  englifh 
navigators. 

Some  dutch  merchants  from  Novgorod,  who 
happened  juft  then  to  be  in  Mofco,  ufed  every 
artifice  to  inftil  fufpicions  into  the  tzar,  that  the 
Englifhmen  were  a  gang  of  pirates ;  but  the  tzar 
treated  their  bafe  fuggcftions  with  due  contempt. 
Captain  Chancellor  had  feveral  conferences  with- 
the  officers  of  ftate,  and  at  length  obtaineil  au 
epiftolary  anfwer  to  his  monarch,  in  which  the 
Engliih  were  certified  of  meeting  with  eveiy 
poffible  encouragement  in  fettling  a  trade  with 
Ruffia.  The  letter  was  compofed  in  the  ruffian 
tongue,  accompanied  with  a  german  tranflation. 

The  account  given  by  Chancellor  on  his  return, 
excited  a  very  lively  fatisfaclion  in  England.  Tie 
undertakers  of  the  firft  voyage  of  difcovery,  had 
Jiitherto  formed  only  a  private  partnerfhip ;  they 

were 
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^ere  now  incorperated^  by  a  charter  of  queeti 
Mary,  into  a  company*  as  already  fubfifting, 
under  the  title  of  Merchants  adventcrers 

FOR   the  discovery  OF    LANDS  UNKNOWN.       In 

the  year  1555,  Chancellor  made  a  fecond  voyage 
to  Ruifia,  taking  with  him  fome  agents  from  the 
company,  provided  by  their  conilituents  with  a 
fet  of  circumftantial  inftruftions ;  at  the  fame 
time  he  conveyed  to  the  tzar  a  letter  fubfcribed 
by  Philip  and  Mary.  —  On  this  occafion  the 
company,  which  we  fliall  henceforth  fuccin6tly 
call  the  Russia  company,  received  from  the  tzar 
a  patent  of  licence  to  fettle  and  trade  in  all  parts 
of  the  ruffian  dominions,  free  of  all  taxes  and 
impofis  whatever. 

As  thefe  feveral  documents  and  records  ftill 
fubfiil  in  the  englifli  of  the  times,  and  copies  of 
them  being  in  tlie  hands  of  very  few  perlbns,  I 
ifliall  here  infert  them  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  the^ 
reader. 

"  Ivan  Vaffillievitch,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
emperour  of  Ruflia,  great  duke  of  Novgorod, 
Mofcouia,_&c.  to  all  people  that  fliall  fee,  reade^ 
heare,  or  vnderftand  thcfe  prefents,  greeting. 
Forafmuch  as  God  hath  planted  all  realmes  and 
dominions  in  the  whole  world  with  fundry  com- 
niotlities,  fo  as  the  one  hath  need  of  the  amity 
and  commodities  of  the  other,  and  by  meanes 
thereof,  traffike  vfed  from  one  to  another,  and 
amity  thereby  incrca&d ;  and  for  that  as  amongft 

2  men 


men  nothing  is  more  to  be  defired  then  amity, 
without  the  which  no  creature,  being  of  a  naturall 
go<Kl  difpofitioQ,  can  liue  in  quietneiTe,  (b  that  it 
i»  as  trouhlefome  to  be  vtterly  wanting,  as  it  is 
pcrceiued  to  be.grieujous  to  the  body  to  lacke 
ayre,  fire,  or  any  other  neceflaries  moft  requiiite 
for  the  coxiferuation  and  maintenance  tliercof  ia 
health;  confiderihg  alfo  how  needful!  mcichan- 
dize  is,  which  furniflictli  men  of  all  that  which 
is  conuenient  for  thcyr  lining,  and  nouriture,  for 
their  clothing,  trimming,  the  fatisfying  of  their 
delights,  and  all  other  thinges  conuenient  aiwl 
profitable  for  them ;  and  that  merchandize  bring* 
eth  the  fame  commodities  from  diuers  quarters,  in 
fo  great  abundance,  as  by  meancs  thereof  nothing 
is  lacking  in  any  part ;  and  that  all  things  he  ia 
cucry  place  (where  entercourfe  of  mcrcliaiidizes  is 
receiued  and  embraced)  generally  in  fuch  fort,  as 
amity  thereby  is  entered  into,  and  planted  to  con- 
tinue, and  the  inioyers  thereof  be  as  men  lining 
in  a  golden  world :  Upon  thcfe  refpecls,  and  other 
weighty  and  good  coniiderations,  vs.  hereunto 
mooning,  and  chiefly  vpon  the  contemplation  of 
the  gracious  letters,  dire6ted  from  the  right  high, 
right  excellent,  and  right  mighty  queene  Maty, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  queene  of  England,  France, 
&c.  in  the  fauor  of  her  fubjefis,  merchants,  the 
goucrnor,  confuls,  affiftants,  and  comminalty  of 
merchants  aduenturers,  for  difcouery  of  lands, 
&c. 

Know 
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Know  yc  therefore,  that  we  of  our  grace  efpfe- 
ciaii,  meere  motion,  and  certaine  knowledge,  haue 
giuen  and  granted,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  vs, 
our  heyres  and  fucceffors,  doe  giue  and  grant,  as 
much  as  in  vs  is  and  lyeth,  vnto.  Sebaftian  Cabota, 
gouernour,  fir  George  Barnes,  knight,  &c.  con- 
fuls ;  fir  John  Grefliam,  &c-  afliftants,  and  to 
'  the  comminalty  of  the  aforenamed  fellowfhippe, 
and  to  theyr  fuccefTours  for  euer,  and  to  the  fuc- 
c^ffours  of  euery  of  them,  thefe  aitieles,  grants, 
immunities,  franchifes,  liberties,  and  priuileges, 
and  euery  of  them  hecreafter  following,  expreffed 
and  declared,  videlicet : 

I.  Firft,  we  for  vs,  our  heyres  and  fucceflburs, 
do,  by  thefe^refents,  giue  and  grant  free  licence, 
faculty,  authority,  and  poAver,  vnto  the  faid  gou- 
eniour,    confuls,   afliftants,    and  comminalty   of 
the  faid  fellowftiippe,  and  to  their  fucceflburs  for 
euer,  that  all  and  Angular  the  merchants  of  the 
fame  company,   their  agents,   faclours,  doers  of 
their  bufinefle,  atturneys,  feruants,  and  minifters, 
and  euery  of  them,  may  at  all  times  heereafter  for 
euer,  more  furely,  freely,  and  fafely,  with  theyr 
fhippes,  merchandizes,  goods,  and  things  what- 
foeuer,  faile,  come,  and  enter  into  all  and  Angular 
our  lands,   countryes,  dominions,   cities,  towncs, 
villages,  caftles,  ports,  jurifdiclions  and  deftraitb^ 
by  fea,  land,  or  frcfli  waters,  and  there  tary,  abide, 
and  foiournc,   and  buy,  fell,  barter,   and  change 
all  kinde   of  merchandizes  with  alL  maner   of 

merchanty 
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merchants  and  people,  of  whatfoeuer  nation,  right 
condition,  ftate  or  degrees  they  bee,  and  with  the 
fame  or  other  fliippes,  wares,  merchandizes,  and 
things,  whatfoeuer  they  be,  vnto  other  empyres, 
kingdomes,  dukedomes,  parts,  and  to  any  other 
place  or  places  at  theyr  pleafure  and  liberty,  by 
fea,  land  or  frefhwaters  may  depart,  and  exercife 
all  kind  of  merchandizes  in  our  empyrc  anddo^ 
minions,  and  euery  part  thereof,  freely  and  quietly, 
without  any  reftraint,  impeachment,  price,  exac- 
tion, preft,  ftraight  cuftome,  toll,  impofition,  or 
fubfidie  to  be  demanded,  taxed,  or  payed,  or  at 
any  time  heereafter  to  be  demanded,  taxed,  fet^ 
leuied,  or  inferred  vpon  them  or  any  of  them,  or 
vpon  their  goods,  fliippes,  wares,  merchandizes, 
and  thinges  of  any  vof  themj  fo  that  they  fhall  not 
need  any  other  fafe  condud  or  licence  generall, 
.ac'lpeciall,  of  vs,  our  hey  res  or  IVcceffours,  nei- 
ther ihall  be  bound  to  aike  any  fafe  conduct  or 
licence  in  any  of  the  aforefaid  places  fubiefl  vntp 
vs. 

II.  Item,  we  giue  and  grant  to  the  fayd 
merchantes,  this  power  and  libertie,  that  they,  ne 
any  of  them,  ne  theyr  goods,  wares,  merchandizes 
or  things,  ne  any  part  thereof,  Ihall  be  by  any 
meanes,  within  our  dominions,  landes,  country es, 
caftlcs,  townes,  villages,  or  other  place  or  places  of 
our  iurifdidion,  at  any  time  heereafter  attached, 
flayed,  arretted,  ne  difturbed  for  any  debt,  duetie, 
or  other  thing,  for  the  which  they  be  not  princi- 
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^all  dtfbtert  ot  fareti^,  tie  alfo  for  my  ttfence  or 
trefpafft  comiiiitted,  Or  that  ftiall  be  committed, 
but  onely  for  fueh  as  tb^y,  or  any  of  thett,  ftaH 
adually  commit,  and  the  fame  oflfences  (if  any 
fuch  happen),  (hilbe  by  vs  onely  heard,  and  de- 
termined. 

III.  tteta,  we  giue  and  graunt,  that  the  faidc 
itVlrchanti  fhall  and  may  haue  free  Itbertie,  power, 
and  authoritie,  to  name,  choofe,  and  afligne  bro* 
icers,  lli!pper&,  packers,  wayers,  meafurers,  wa- 
goners, and  all  other  meete  and  neceffarie  la- 
bourerd,  for  to  fetue  them  in  their  feate  of  ma^ 
iihandizes,  and  minifter,  and  giue  vnto  them  and 
cuery  of  them  a  (Jorporall  othe,  to  feme  them  well 
and  truely  in  their  offices,  and  finding  them  or 
^ny  of  thetti  doing  contrary  to  his  or  their  othe, 
may  putiifli  and  difmiffe  them,  and  from  time  to 
tinie  choofe,  fwe^re,  and  admit  other  in  thctr 
place,  or  places,  without  eontradiftion,  let,  vex- 
ation,' or  difturbance,  cither  of  x'S,  ourhdres  or 
fucceffours,  or  of  any  other  our  juftices,  officers, 
minifters,  or  fubieCfcs  Whatfi>euer. 

IV.  Item,  ^ee  giue  and  graunt  vnto  the  (aide 
msirchantfe  and  theit  fuCceiTourij,  that  fuch  peifon 
fifi  Is,  Or  lliall  bee  commended  vnto  V^,  our  hcires 
or  fucceffours,  by  the  gouernour,  confuls,  atid 
afflftants  of  the  feide  feUowfliip,  refiant  within  the 
citie  of  London  within  the  tealme  of  Englande,  to 
bee  their  chiefe  faftor  within  this  our  empire  and 
dominiona,  may,  and  fhall  haue  full  power  and 
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authoritie  to  gouerne  and  rule  all  Engli(Fimen, 
that  haue  had,  or  ihall  haue  accefle,  or  repaire  ia 
^r  to  this  faide  empire  and  hirifiii6tions,  or  any 
fmt  thereof,  and  ihall  and  may  minifter  vnto 
them,  and  euery  of  them  good  iuflice^  in  all  their 
caufes,  plaints,  quarrels,  and  diforders  betweeue 
them  moouad,  and  to  be  mooued,  and  aflembley 
4i^befHte,  ooafult,  conclude,  define,  deteimine, 
wad  make  fuch  a6teS)  and  ordinances,  as  hee  fb 
commended  with  hi3  afliftants  ihall  think  good 
UkA  tpeete^  fior  the  good  order,  gou^  nement  and 
luk  of  the  faide  marchants,  and  all  other  Engliih* 
ttea.  rejiairing  to  this  our  faide  empire  and  doQii^ 
aioiis,  *  or  any  part  th^eof,  and  to  fet  and  leule 
vpon  all,  and  euery  fngliihmen^  offender  or  of^ 
finiderS)  of  fuch  their  aSes  and  ordinances  mvde. 
and  to  bee  madd,  penalties,  and  mul^  by  fine,  at 
imprifonment 

V.  Item,  if  it  happen,  that  any  of  the  faide 
marchants,  or  other  Engliihman,  as  one  or  more 
doe  rebell  gainft  fuch  chiefe  fador  or  faflors,  or 
his  or  dieir  deputies,  and  will  not  defpofe  him,  or 
themfehies  to  obey  them,  and  eueiy  of  them,  as 
ihall  appertaine;  if  the  faide  rebels  or  difobediente 
doe  come,  and  bee  fouiule  in  pur  faide  empire  and 
lurifili&ions,  or  any  part  and  place  thereof,  then 
wee  promife  and  graunt^  that  all  and  euery  our 
#ffieers^  miniflers,  and  fubieds,  ihall  effedually 
ayde  and  alBft  the  faide  chiefe  fador,  or  fadors, 
$]m1  their  deputies^  and  for  their  power  ihall  really 
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worke,  to  bring  fuch  r^bell  or  difobedlent  rebelfl^ 
or  (lifobedients  to  due  obedience:  and  to  .that 
intent  fhall  lende  vnto  the  fame  faftor  x)t  f^jStoxs, 
and  their  deputies,  vpon  requeft  therefore  to  be 
made,  prifons,  and  inftruments  for  punifhnaents 
from  time  to  time. 

VI.  Item,  wee  promife  vnto  the  faide  mar- 
chants,  and  their  fucceflburs  vpon  their  requeil, 
.to  exhibite  and  doe  vnto  them  good,  exafl,  and 
favourable  iuftice,  with  expedition  in  all  their 
.caufes,  and  that  when  tliey  or  any  of  them,  fliall 
have  acceffe,  or  come  to,  or  before  any  of-  our 
juftices,  for  any  their  plaints  mooued,  and .  to  be 
mooued  betweene  any  our  fubie6U  or  other 
.{iranger,  and  them,  or  any  of  them,  that  then 
they  ihall  bee  firft,  and  furthwith  heardy  as  foone 
as  the  partie  which  they  (hall  finde  before  our 
juftices  fhall  bee  depeached,  which  partie  being 
heard  furthwith,  and  aifoone  ia^  may  bee,  the  faid 
engli/li  marchants  iliall  bee  ridde  and  difpatched : 
and  if  any  a6lion  fliall  bee  moued  by  or  againft 
any  of  the  faide  marchants,  being  aUent  out  of 
our  faide  empire  and  dominions/  then  fuclx 
marchants  may  fubftitute  an  attumey  in  all  and 
fmgular  his  caufes  to  bee  followed  as  needcL  fliall 
require,  and  as  Ihali  feeme  to  him  expedient 
;  VII.  Item,  wee  grauut,  and  promife  -to  the 
faide  marchants,  and  to  their  (iicceffours,  that  if 
tlie  fame  marchants  or  any  of  them  ihall  bee 
wounded,  or  (which  God  forbidde)  (laiue  iu  9PY 
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part,  or  place  of  our  empire,  or  dominions,  *  then 
good  injfbrmation  thereof  giuen,  wefe  and  our 
juftices,  and  other  officers,  fliall  execute  due  cor- 
redion  and  punifliment  without. delaye,  according 
to  the  exigence  of  the  cafe :  fo  that  it  fliall'  bee 
an  example  to  ^ll  other,  not  to  commit  the  like. 
And  if  it  ihall  chaunce  the  faftors,  feruants,  of 
niinifters  of  the  fayde  marcharils  or  any  of  them^ 
to  trefpaffe  or  offende,  whereby  they  or  any  of 
them  fliall  incurre  the  danger  of  death  or  puniih- 
nient,  thegooda^  waresjinarchandifes,  andthinges 
of  their  mafters,  fhall  not  therefore  be  forfaitcd, 
confifcated,  fpoyled,  nc  feifed  by  any  means,  by 
vs,  our  -heires,  or  fucceffours,  or  by  any  our 
officers,  minifters  or  fubie6ls,  but  fhall  remaine  to 
their  vfe,  franke,  free,  and  difcharged  from  all 
punifliment  and  lofle. 

VIII.  Item,  wee  graunt  that  if  any  of  the 
englifh  nation  be  arrefted^  for  any  debt,  hee  fliall 
not  bee  layed  in  prifon,  fo  farre,  as  he  can  put  in 
fufficieht  furetie  or  paune  :  laelthcr  fliall  any  fer- 
geant  or  officer  leade  them  or  any  of  them  to 
prifon,  before  he  fliall  haue  knpwen  whether  the 
chiefe  fadlor  or  factors,  or  their  deputies,  flial  be 
fureties,  or  bring  in  paune  for  fuch  arrefted  :  then 
the  officers  fhall  releafe  the  partie,  and  fliall  fet 
him  or  them  at  libertie. 

.  IX.  Moreouer,  \ree  giue,  graunt,  and  promife 
to  the  faide  marchants,  that  if  any  of  their  fliippes 
or  other  vcffels,  fhall  bee  fpoyled,  robbed,  or  dam- 
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tiified,  in  fayling,  anckoring  or  returning,  to,  ot 
from  our  ikyde  empires,  and  dominions,  or  any 
part  thereof,  by  any  pirats,  marchants,  or  other, 
perfon,  whatfoeuer  hee  or  they  bee,  that  then  aijd 
in  fuch  cafe,  wee  ihall  doe  all  that  in  vs  is,  to 
caufe  reditu tion,  reparation,  and  fatisfaftkm  to 
bee  duely  made  to  the  faide  engliih  marchants  by 
eur  letters  and  otherwifc,  as  Ihall  ftande  with  our 
honour,  and  bee  confonant  to  equitie  and  luir 
tice. 

X.  Item,  for  vs,  our  heires  and  lucccffours, 
wee  doc  promife  and  graunt,  to  perfouime,  main- 
taine,  corroborate,  autenticatc,  and  obferue  all 
and  fingular  the  aforefaidc  liberties,  franchifes, 
and  priuiledges,  like  as  prefently  wee  firmely  doe 
intende,  and  will  corroborate,  autenttke,  and  per- 
forme  the  fame  by  all  meane  and  way  that  wee 
can,  as  much  as  may  bee  to  the  commoditic  and 
profitc  of  the  iaide  englifli  marchants,  and  their 
fucccffours  for  euer. 

And  to  the  intent  that  all  and  fmguler  the 
faide  giftes,  graunts  and  promifes,  may  be  inuio- 
lably  obferued  and  perfourmed,  wee  the  faide  Ivan 
Vaflilllevitch  by  the  grace  of  God  emperor  of 
Ruilia,  great  duke  of  Novgorode,  Mofco,  &c.  for 
vs,  our  heires  and  fucceflbui*^  by  our  imperiall 
and  lordly  worde  infteade  of  an  othe,  haue  and 
doe  promife  by  thefe  prefents,  inuiolably  to  main- 
teine  and  obferue,  and  caufe  to  bee  inuiolably  obN» 
itrued  and  maintained,  all  and  finguler  the  aibre* 

faide 
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ibide  giftes,  graunts,  aud  proxxiiib  fW)m  tuiie  to 
time,  and  at  all  and  euery  time  and  times  liere- 
after.  And  for  the  more  corroboration  hereof 
haue  caufsd  our  fignet  hereunto  tg  be  put  Dated 
in  our  caftel  of  Mofco,  the  20  day  of  Auguft,  in 
the  yeere  7063. 


The  Charter  of  the  ^archants  of  Ruflia,  giaunted 
upon  the  difcouerie  of  the  laide  countrey,  by 
king  Philip  and  queene  Mary. 

Philip  and  Mary,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
king  and  queene,  &c  to  all  maner  of  ofiicerSy 
trae  jurie  men,  miniilers  and  fubie^ls,  and  to  all 
other  people,  as  veil  within  this  our  realme  or 
els  where  vnder  our  ofoeylance,  iurifdidion,  and 
rule,  or  otherwife  vnto  wfaome  thefe  our  letters 
ihall  bee  ihewed,  feene,  or  read,  greeting, 

Whereas  wee  be  credibly  infourmed,  that  out- 
right truilie,  right  faithfull,  aad  welbeloued  coun- 
laileiB,  William  marques  of  Wincheftor,  lorde  high 
treafurer  of  this  our  realme  of  England,  Henry 
earle  of  Arundel,  lord  ileward  of  our  houiholde, 
lohn  earle  of  Bedford,  lorde  keeper  of  our  priuie 
{bale,  William  earie  of  Pembroke,  William  lorde 
Hawaid  of  Effingham,  lorde  high  admirall  of  our 
iaide  realme  of  England,  8cc.  haue  at  their  owne 
aduenturCi  coaftes  and  charges,  prouided,  rigged, 
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and  tackled  certaine  fhippes,  pinefles,  and  other 
meete  ueffels,  and  the  fame  furniflied  with  all 
thinges  neceflarie,  haue  aduaimced  and  fet  for- 
warde,  for  to  difcouer,  defcrie,  and  finde  ilcs, 
landes,  territories,  dominions,  and  feigniories  vn- 
knowen,  and  by  our  fubie6ls  before  this  not  com- 
monly by  fea  frequented,  which  by  the  fufferance 
and  grace  of  Almightie  God,  it  fliall  chaunce 
them  fayling  northwardes,  northeaftwardes,  and 
northweftwardes,  or  any  parts  there6f,  in  that  race 
or  courfe  which  other  chriftian  monarches  (being 
with  vs  in  league  and  amitie)  haue  not  heretofore 
by  feas  traiiqued,  haunted,  or  frequented,  to  finde 
and  attaine  by  their  faide  aduenture,  as  well  for 
the  glorie  of  God,  as  for  the  illuftrating  of  our 
honour,  and  dignitie  royall,  in  the  iucreafe  of  the 
reuenues  of  our  crowne,  and  generall  wealth  of 
this  and  other  our  realmes  and  dominions,  and  of 
our  fubic6ls  of  the  fame :  and  to  this  intent  our 
fubiefts  aboue  fpecified  and  named,  haue  moll 
humbly  befeeched  vs,  that  our  abundant  grace,- 
fauour  and  clemencie,  may  be  gracioufly  extended 
vnto  them  in  this  behalfe :  whereupon  we  in- 
clined to  the  petition  of  the  forefaid  our  coun- 
failers,  fubieds  and  marchants,  and  willing  to  ani- 
mate, aduance,  further  and  nourifli  them  in  their 
faid  godly,  houeft,  and  good  purpofe,  and,  as  we 
hope,  profitable  aduenture,  and  that  they  may  the 
more  willingly,  and  readily  atchieue  the  iame,  of 
our  efpeciall  grace,  cptaijie  knowledge  and  meere 

motion, 
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motion,  haue  graunted,  and  by  thde  prefents  doe 
graunt,  for  vs,  our  heires  and  fucceffours,  vnto 
our  faide  right  truftie  and  right  faithfully  and 
right  welbcloued  counfailers,  and  the  other^before- 
named  perfons,  that  they  by  the  name  of  mar- 
chants  aduenturers  of  England,  for  the  difcouerie 
of  lands,  territories,  iles,  dominions,  and  feigni- 
ories  vnknowen,  and  not  before  that  late  aduen- 
ture  or  enterprife  by  fea  or  navigation,  commonly 
frequented  as  aforefaid,  ihalbe  from  hencefoorth 
one  bodie  and  perpetuall  fellowfhip  and  commu- 
naltie  of  themfelues,  both  in  deede  and  in  name, 
and  them,  by  the  names  of  marchants  aduen- 
turers for  the  difcouerie  of  landes,  territories,  iles 
and  feignlories  vnknowen,  and  not  by  the  feas,  and 
nauigations,  before  their  faide  late  aduenture  or 
enterprife  by  fea  or  nauigation  commonly  fre- 
quented, we  doe  incorporate,  name,  and  declaim 
by  thefe  prefents,  and  that  the  fame  fellowfhip  or 
communaltie  from  hencefoorth  fhall  be,  and  may 
iiaue  one  gouemour  of  the  faid  fellowfhip,  and 
communaltie  of  marchants  aduenturers. 

And  in  confideration  that  one  Sebailian  Cabota 
hath  bene  the  chiefeft  fetter  foorth  of  this  ioumey 
or  voyage,  therefore  we  make,  ordeine,  and  con- 
ftitute  him  the  faid  Sebailian  to  be  the  firft  and 
prefent  gouemour  of  the  fame  fellowfhip  and 
communaltie,  by  thefe  prefents.  To  haue  and 
cnioy  the  faid  office  of  gouemour,  to  him  the  faid 

Sebaflian 
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SebafUan  Cabqta  during  his  natural  li&,  without 
amouing  or  dimifiing  from  the  fame  roome. 

And  furthermore,  we  graunt  vnto  the  &me  fel*. 
lowihip  and  codimunaltie  and  their  fucceflburs^ 
tihat  they  the  faide  fellowihip  and  communaltie, 
and  their  fucceflbrs  after  the  deceafe  of  the  faide 
Sebaftian  Cabota,  ihali,  and  may  freely  and  law- 
fully in  places  coiiuenient,  and  honefl,  aflemble 
themiieluea  together,  or  fo  many  of  them  as 
*  willy  or  can  aHemble  together^  as  well  witbin 
our  citie  of  London,  or  elfewhere,  as  it  ihall 
pkafe  them  in  fuch  fort  and  maner,  as  other 
worfhipfull  corporations  of  our  faide  citie  haue 
vfed  to  aflemble,  and  there  yeerely  name,  ekSL 
and  choofe  one  gouernour  or  two^  of  themfelues^ 
and  their  liberties,  and  alfo  as  well  yeerely  during 
the  naturall  life  of  the  faid  Sebaftian  Cabota  nowe 
gouernour,  as  alfo  at  the  election  of  fuch  faidi 
gouernour  or  gouemours  before  his  deceafe,  to 
choofe,  name  and  appoint  eight  and  twentie  of 
the  mofl  fad,  difcreete,  and  honcfl  perfons  of  the 
faide  fellowfliip,  and  communaltie  of  marchant 
aduenturei*s,  as  is  aboue  fpecified,  and  four  of  the 
mofl  expert  and  fkilfuU  perfons  of  the  fame 
twentie  eight,  to  be  named  and  called  conful% 
and  twentie  four  of  the  refidue,  to  be  named  and 
called  affiilants  to  the  faide  gouernour  or  gou- 
ernours,  and  coniuls  for  the  time  beings  which 
ibal  remaine  and  fland  in  their  authorities  for  one 

whole 
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vfholt  yeere  then  next  following.  And  if  it  fiiafl 
fortune  the  faid  gouemonr,  confuls,  and  affiflants, 
or  any  of  tliem  fo  to  be  ,eleded,  and  chofen  as  h 
aforefaide,  to  die  within  tlie  yeere  after  his  or  their 
^flion^  that  then  and  fo  often,  it  ihall  and  may 
he  ktwfull  to  and  for  the  faide  fellowOiip,  and 
c;onimunaltie,  to  dec);  and  chuie  of  themfeluea 
-  other  gouemour  or  gouernoms^  confuls  and  af- 
fiftants,  in  the  place  and  ileade  of  fuch  as  fb  ihall 
happen  to  die,  to  ierue  out  the  fame  yeere. 

And  further  we  doe  make,  ordeiue,  and  con- 
^itute,  George  Barnes  knight  and  alderman  of 
QttF-citie^f  London,  William  Garret  alderman  of 
otrr  faide  citie,  Anthony  Hufie,  and  lohn  Suth* 
cot,  to  be  the  firft  and  preient  four  confuls  of  the 
iaide  felowfliip  and  communaltie  by  thefe  pre- 
fents,  Co  haue  and  enioy  the  faid  offices  of  confula 
to  them  the  faid  George  Barnes,  William  Garret; 
Anthony  Hufie,  and  Iohn«Suthcot,  for  terme  of 
one  whole  yeere  next  after  the  date  of  thefe  our 
letters  patents :  and  wee  doe  likewife,  make,  or^ 
deine  and  ccmflitute  fir  lohn  Grefliam  knight; 
fir  Andrew  ludde  knight,  fir  Thomso  White 
knight,  fir  lohn  Yorke  knight,  Thomas  Offl^ 
Idate  elder,  Thomas  Lodge,  Henry  Htndibn,  lohn 
Hopkbs,  William  Watfon,  William  Clifton,  Hi^ 
chard  Pointer,  Richard  Chamberlaine,  William 
Mallorie,  Thoipas  Pallie  the  elder,  William  Alien, 
Henry  Becher,  lefirey  Walkenden,  Richard  Fowles, 

Rowland 
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Rowland  Hej-ward,  George  Eaton,  lohn  EUot; 
lohn  Sparke,  Blafe  Sanders,  and  Miles  Mording,' 
to  be  the  firft  and  prefent  t\V'entie  four  affiftants 
to  the  faid  gouernour  or  goucrnours,  and  confuls, 
and  to  the  faide  felowfhip  and  communattie  by 
thefe  prefents,  to  haue  and  enioy  the  faid  offices 
of  affiftants  to  them  for  terme  of  one  whole  yeere, 
next  after  the  date  of  thefe  our  letters  patents. 

And  fiirther,  we  for  vs,  our  heires  and  fuc- 
ceffours,  as  much  as  in  vs  is,  will  and  graunt  by 
thefe  prefents  ^iito  the  faid  gouernour,  confuls, 
affiftants,  feiowfliip  and  company  of  marchants 
aduenturers  aforefaid,  and  to  their  fucceffi>urs, 
that  the  (aid  gouemour  or  gouernours,  four  cOn- 
fuls,  and  twentie  four  affiftants,  that  now  by  thefe 
patents  are  nominated  and  appointed,  or  that 
hereafl:er  by  the  faid  felowfhip,  and  communaltie 
of  marchants  aduenturers  or  the  more  part  of 
them,  which  fhalbe  then  prefent,  fo  from  time  to 
time  to  be  chofen,  fo  that  there  be  fifteen  at  the 
leaft,  wholy  agreed  thereof,  the  faid  gouemour  or 
gouerners,  or  one  of  them,  and  two  of  the  faide 
confuls  fhalbe  there,  and  twelve  of  the  refidue  of 
the  faid  nomber  of  fifteen  fhalbe  of  the  faid  af* 
fiftants,  and  in  the  abfence  of  fuch  gouemour,  that 
then  three  of  the  faide  confuls,  and  twelve  of  the 
faide  affiftants  at  the  leaft  for  thetime  being,  fhal 
and  may  haue,  vfe,  and  exercife  ful  power  and 
authoritie,  to  mle  and  gouerne  all  and  fmguler  the 
marchants  of  the  faid  fellowlhip  and  communaltie, 

and 
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and  to  execute,  and  do  f\ill  and  fpeedie  iufttcc;  to 
them,  and  euery  of  them,  in  all  their  caufes,  dii^ 
tcrences,  variances,  controueriies,  quarrels,  and 
complaints,  within  any  our  realmes,  dominions 
and  iurifdi£tions  onely  mooued,  and  to  be  mooued 
touching  their  marchandife,  trafiques,  and  oc- 
cupiers aforeiaide,  or  the  good  order  or  rule  of 
them  or  any  of  them. 

Alfo  wee  for  vs>  our  heires  and  fucceflbrs,  fo 

much  as  in  vs  is,  doe  likewife  by  theie  prefents 

..graunt,   that  the  faid  gouemour,  confuLs,  affifi- 

^ants,  fellowship  and  .communaltie,  and  their  fuc- 

.cefiburs,  ihall  andmay.haue  perpetual!  fucceffion, 

«and  ft  comnK)n  feale  which  ihall  perpetually  feme 

for  the  affaires  and  bufmelfe  of  the  faide  fellowfliip 

and  communaltie.     A^<^  ^^^^  ^h^y  ^^d  their  fuc- 

ceifours,  ihall  and  may  be  for  euer  able  peribns, 

3sxd  capax  in  the  lawe,  for  to  purchafe  and  poifeife 

in  fee  and  peipetuitie,  apd  for  terme  of  life,  or 

Hues,  or  /or  terme  of  yeere  of  other  wife,  landes, 

, tenements,    rentes,  reuerfions,  and  other  poflef- 

.iions^  and  hereditaments^  whatfoeuer  they  bee,  by 

the  name  of  the  gouernour,   confuls,  affiiiants, 

fellowihip,  and  communaltie  .of  the  marchants 

iuluenturers  by  ieas  and  nauigations,  for  the  dii^ 

couerie  of  landes,  territories,  iles,  dominions  and 

ieigniories  ynknowen,   and  before  the  faide  lail 

aduenture,  or  cnterprife  by  feas  not  frequented, 

as  before  is  fpecified,  and  by  the  lame  names,  ihal 

and  may  laM-fuUy  alien,  graunt,  lett  and  fett  the 

fame, 


494  EStABIISUBfENT   OF  THE 

GanCy  or  any  part  thereof  to  any  perfbn  or  perfens, 
able  in  the  lawe  to  take  and  receiue  the  fame.  So 
that  they  doe  not  graunt  nor  ali^i  the  fame,  or 
any  part  thereof  into  mortmaine,  ivithout  ^ciali 
licence  of  vs,  our  heires  or  fucccflfours,  firft  had 
and  obtained, 

Alfo,  wee  for  vs,  our  heires  and  (ucceflburs 
haue  graunted,  and  by  thefe  prefeiits  doe  graunt 
vnto  the  (aide  gouernours,  confulsy  affiftantsy  fel- 
lowfhip,  and  conimunaltie  of  the  (aide  marchants, 
and  to  their  fucceffours,  that  they  and  their  fuo- 
ceffours,  fhall,  and  may  lawfiilly  purchafe  vnto 
them  and  their  fucceflbra  for  euer,  landes,  tene- 
ments and  hereditaments  whatfoeuer,  of  the  cleare 
yeerely  value  of  three  fcorc  fix  pounds,  tbiiteene 
Ihillings  and  foure  pence  of  latrfnll  money  of 
Englande  and  not  aboue,  as  vrell  of  fuch  knde^ 
tenements,  and  hereditatnents,  as  bee  }iokten,  or 
ftall  be  holden  of  vs,  our  heires  or  fiiccefibuts,  as 
of  any  other  peifon  or  perfons,  the  ftatutes  pro- 
uided  againft  alienations  into  mortmaine,  or  any 
of  them,  or  any  article  or  claufe  in  them,  or  any 
of  them  contained,  or  any  other  lawe,  cuftomc, 
ftatute,  or  prouifion  to  the  contraiy  in  any  wife 
notwithftanding.  And. that  dicy  by  the  name  of 
thegouemour,  confuls,  afliftants,  feUoirlhip  and 
communaltte  of  marchants  aduenturers,  for  the 
difcouerie  of  landes,  territories,  fles,  dominions, 
and  feign  iories  vnknowen  by  the  feas  and  nauiga* 
tionSy  and  not  before  the  iaide  late  adnenture  or 

enterprilb 
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enterpnfe  by  feas  fi-equented  as  aforefaide,  fliall 
and  may  bee  able  in  the  la>ve,  to  impleade,  and 
be  impleaded,  to  anfwere,  and  to  be  anfwered,  to 
defende,  and  to  bee  defended  before  whatfoeuer 
judge  or  jufticc,  tempoi-all  or  fpirituall,  or^crther 
'perfons  whatfoeuer,  in  whatfoeuer  court,  or  courtes, 

4 

and  in  all  a6lions  perfonall,  reall,  and  mixt,  and 
in  euery  of  them,  and  in  all  plaintes  of  nouel . 
diifeifon,  and  aUb  in  all  plaintes,  fuites,  quarrels, 
affaires,  bufineflTes  and  demaundes  whatfoeuer  they 
"bee,  touching  and  <!dnccrning  the  faide  fellow- 
Ihippe  and  communaltie,  and  the  affaires  and 
tmfincffe  of  the  fame  onely,-  in  as  ample  maner 
^nd  forme,  as  any  other  corporation  of  this  our 
realme  may  doe, 

•  Moreoucr,  wee  for  ^'s,  our  heires  and  fuccef- 
fours,  haue  giuen  and  graunted,  and  by  thefe  pre- 
fents  doe  gme  and  graunt  vnto  the  faide  gou- 
emour,  coniiuls,  affiilants,  fellowihippe,  and  com* 
munaltie  of  marchants  aduenturers  aforefaide, 
and  to  their  fucceffours,  that  the  fitide  gouernour, 
or  gouemours,  confiils  and  afiifiants,  and  their 
fucceffours,  in  mancr,  forme  and  nomber  afbre 
rehearfed,  ihall  haue  full  power  and  authoritie 
from  time  to  time  hereafter,  to  make,  ordeine, 
eftaWilh  atid  eteGt  all  fuch  ftatutes,  a6les  and 
ordinances,  for  the  gouemement,  good  condition, 
and  lawdable  rule  of  the  faid  fellowihippe  and 
communahie  of  marchants  aduenturers  aforefitide, 
as  to  them  flialbe  thought  good,  meete,  conue- 

nient 
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nient  and  neccflarie,  and  alfo  to  admitte  vnto  the 
faide  corporation  and  fellowfhippe  to  be  free  of 
the  fame,  fuch  and  as  many  perfons,  as  to  them 
fliall  l>ce  thought  good,  meete,  conuenient,  and 
neoe^aric.     And  that  euery  fuch  perfon  orper- 
fons,  as  iliall  fortune  hereafter  to  bee  admitted  into 
the  faide  fellowfhippe,  communaltie  and  corpora- 
tion^ fliall  from   the   time  of  his  or  their  ad- 
mittance, bee  free  of  the  fame :  and  alfo  wee  wiU, 
and  by  thefe  prefents  graunt  for  vs,   our  heires 
and  fucceffours,  vnto  the  fiiide  gouernours,  con- 
{\i\Sy  affiftants,  fellowihip,   communaltie,  of  mar- 
chant  aduenturers  ^forefaide^  and  to  their  fuc- 
ceffours, that  the  gouemour,  or  gouernoors,  con- 
fuls  and  affiftants  of  the  fame,  in  maner,  forme, 
and  nomber  afore  rehearfed,  and  their  fucceffours, 
for  the  time  being,  fliall,  and  may  haue  fuU  power 
and  authoritie  by  thefe  prefents  from  time  to  time^ 
as  to  them  fliall  fceme  good,  to  limit,  fett,  or-^ 
deine,  and  make,   mulcb  and  penalties  by  fines, 
forfeitures,   and  imprifonments,  or  any  of  them, 
vpoii  any  offender  of  ,the  faide  fellowfhippe  and 
communaltie,  for  any  offence  touching  the  fame 
fellowfhip  and  communaltie,  and  alfo  that  all  ads 
and  ordinances  by  them  or  their  fucceffours  to  bee 
made,  which  time  fhall  think  not  neceffarie  or 
preiudiciail  to  the  faid  fellowfliip  or  communaltie, 
at  all  times  to  reuoke,  breake,  fruftrate,  anihilate, 
repeale  and  diffolue  at  their  pleafure  and  libertie. 
And  further,  wee  will  that  if  any.  of  the  faide  fel- 
lowfhip 
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jkmihqii  and  cottiaiaaaitie  ^laifae  founde  contra^ 
acMM^.  rebellioua^  or  dilbbedient  ta  the  iaide  gou^ 
eniMMirar  gcmftrmoutSj.  cea&ls,  aosd  the  faide  aflift^ 
ante  ftor  the  thsie  beings  or  to  amy  fiatutes,  2L@tet 
or  orduutaces,  by  them  made  or  to  bee  made, 
that  then  the  &tde  gouemoiiir  or  goueraourS| 
confids^  and  the*  &ide  affiftantSy  in  maiier,  fixme^ 
aadnomher  aboiie  fpecified^  for  the  time  being, 
ihall  and  may  1^  vertue  of  thefe  prefents,  nmld, 
and  puniih  euery  fuch  offender  or  offenders,  as 
the  qnaOtie  of  the  offence  requiretfa,  according  to 
their  good  difcretions. 

And  further,  we  will  that  none  of  the  iaide  of- 
fender or  offenders,  fhall  decline  from  the  power 
of  the  faide  gouemour  or  gouemours,  confuls  and 
afiiftants,  -  in  maner,  forme,  and  nomber  aboue- 
iaide  for  the  time  being :  fo  ai^vayes  that  the  faide 
a£ts,  ftatutes  and  ordinances  doe  onely  touch 
and  coaceme  the  faide  gouernour  or  gouernoui^ 
€xm&il%  aflilUntS)  and  the  faide  fellowihippe  and 
communaltie  of  our  before  named  marc^ants 
adaenturers,  or  the  men  of  the  fame  fellowship 
and  communaltie,  and  none  other;  and  fo  al^ 
wa^£s,  that  fuch  a&s,  ftatutes,  and  ordinances,  bee 
not  againfl  onr  prerogatiue,  lawes,  flatut^,  and 
ciifioines  of  our  realmes  and  dominions,  nor  con* 
traiy  to  the  feuerall  duetie  of  any  our  fubie^s,  to- 
wardes  vs^ourheires  and  fucceffours,  nor  contrary  to 
any  compa6U,  treaties,  or  leagues,  by  vs  or  any  our 
|>rogenitours,  heretofore  had  or  made,  or  hereaft^ 
by  V9f  our  heires  and  fucceffours  to  bee  made,  to 

VOL.  II.  K  K  or 
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or  with  any  foreine  prince  or  potentate,  nor  aMb 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  corporation  x)f  the  maioTy 
communalties  and  citizens  of  our  citie  of  Londan, 
nor  to  the  preiudice  of  any  perfon  or  perfan% 
bodie  politique,  or  corporate,  or  incorporate,  iu(Hy 
pretending,  clayming  or  hauing  any  liberties, 
franchifes,  priuiledges,  rightes  or  preheminences,  • 
by  vertue  or  pretext  of  any  graunt,  gift,  or  letters 
patents,  by  vs,  or  any  our  progenitours,  heretofore 
giuen,  graunted,  or  made. 

Moreouer,  we  for  vs,  our  heires,  and  fucccf- 
fours,  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  doe  graunt  vnto 
the  faid  gouernours,  confuls,  aififtants,  felowlliip 
and  coramunaltie  of  our  marchants  aforefaid,  that 
*  their  faid  gouernour  or  gouernours,  confuls  and 
affiftints,  and  their  fucceUburs  for  the  time  bein^ 
in  nianer,  forme,  and  nomber  aboue  rehearfed, 
fliall  haue  ful  power  and  authoritie  to  ailigne, 
<k)nftitute  and  ordaine  one  officer,  or  diuers  ot- 
ficers  as  well  within  our  aforefaide  citie  of  Lon- 
don, as  alfo  in  any  other  place  or  places  of  this 
our  realme  of  England,  or  elfwhere  within  our 
dominions,  which  officer  or  officers,  wee  will  to  be 
•named  and  called  by  the  name  of  {eriant  or 
fciiants  to  the  fellow/hip  or  communaltie  of  the 
£aid  marchants,  and  that  the  fitme  feriant  or 
ieriants,  fhall  and  may  haue  full  power  and  au« 
thoritie  by  thefe  prefents,  to  take,  leuie  and  gather 
all  maner  fines,  forfeitures,  penalties  and  mul& 
of  eucry  peifon  and  perfons,  of  the  faidefeUav^ 

fliippe 
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ifaippe  and  communaltie  conuid;,  and  that  fliall 
be  conuifted,  vpon  or  for  breaking  of  any  fiatutes,; 
adiSy  ordinances,  to  be  made  by  the  faide  gou-? 
emour  or  gouernours,  confuls  and  affiftants  for 
the  time  being. 

And  further,  wee  will  and  alfo  gvaunt  for  vs/ 
our  heires  and  fuccelTours,  that  the  faide  officer  or 
officers,  ihall  haue  further  power  and  authoritie 
for  the  default  of  payment,  or  for  difobedience  in* 
this  behalfe  (if  neede  bee)  to  fet  handes,  and 
arreil,  as  well  the  body  and  bodies,  as  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  fuch  offender,  and  ofienders,  and! 
tranfgrefTers,  in  euery  place  and  places  not  fran*- 
chifed :  and  if  it  fhall  fortune  any  fuch  offends 
or  offenders,  their  goods  and  chattels  or  any  part 
thereof,  to  bee  in  any  citie,  borrowe,  towne  in- 
corporate, or  other  place  franchifed  or  priuiledged, 
where  the  faide  officer  or  officers,  may  not  law-' 
fully  intromit  or  intermeddle,  that  then  the 
maior,  fhiriffes,  bayliffes,  and  other  head  officers, 
or  miniflers^  within  cuery  fuch  citie,  borowe, 
towne  incorporate,  or  place  or  places  franchifed, 
vpon  a  precept  to  them,  or  any  of  them,  to  be 
directed  from  the  gouemour  or  gouemours,  con-^ 
fuls  and  affiftants  of  the  faide  fellowihip,  in 
nomber  and  forme  aforefaid,  vnder  the  common 
&ale  of  the  faid  felowfliip  and  communaltie  for 
the  time  being,  ihall  and  may  attach  and  ^reft 
the  body  or  bodies  of  fuch  offender  or  offendeiV 
as  alfo  take,  and  feife  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
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^i  dnd  eucfry  fuch  offinider  and  offenders,  being 
i^ithin  any  fuch  place  or  places  fraikcHifed^  and 
the  &nie  bodie  and  bodies^  goods,  and  chattels  of 
all  and  euery  fuch  ofiender  and  offenders,  bemg 
within  any  fuch  place  or  places  franchifed,  and 
duery  part  thereof  io  attached  and  (bazed^  ihall 
^cording  to  the  tenor  and  purport  of  the  faid 
precept,,  refurne,  and  delitier  vnto  the  fatde  officer 
or  othcets  of  the  aforefatde.  feUuwihippe  and  cooik 
ihunaltie. 

;  And  ftirther,'  we  wil  and  gratint  for  vs,  onr 
fteires  and  fiicceffours,  by  thefe  prefentte,  tfiati  ail 
.and  euery  fuch  maior,  fliirifFe,  bayfiflfe,  or  othetf 
Head  officers  or  miniftei^,  of  any  citie,  borowe,r 
tQwne  incorporate,  or  other  places  lranchi(ed^ 
iliall  not  bee  impeached,  molefted,  vexed,  or  fued 
in  arty  our  court  or  courtes,  for  executing  or 
putting  ill  execution  of  any  of  the  ikid  precept  or 
preceptSt 

And  furthermore,  wee  of  our  ample  and 
abundatit  grace,  meere  motion,  and  certaine 
knowledge,  for  ys,  our  heires  and  fncceirours,  a^ 
much  as  in  vs  is,  haue  giuen  and  graunted,  and 
by  thefe  prefents  dqe  gtue  and  graunt,  vnto  tho 
^id  gouernour,  confuls,  affiftants,  feilowfbipp^ 
^d  conuiiinaltie  of  diajchants  aduenturers,  and 
to  their  fucceflburs,  and  to  the  fa36i6r,  and  fadorv 
afligne  and  affignees,  of  euery  of  thein,  fuU  arid 
free  authority,  libertie,  facultie  and  licence,  and 
power  to  faile  to. all  portes,  regions,  doniinions». 

territories, 
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teh'ttorjesy  *l^nde$<iles,  iflaDils^  and  coaftes  of  Jd^ 
£a,  u^QFefoeuei*  befbse  thetr  bte  aduenture  n 
eixl£rpi:ife,  TtikDOwen^  or  by  our  inarcbaiuks  atid 
iiibie^ls  by  the  £bas  not  heretofore  commonly  fo>- 
qiiejQted,  vnder  our  bapner,  ftandepd,  flags,  and 
^nfigoes,  with  their  fluppe,  ^lippes,  barkes^  ptn<» 
jrefles,  and  all  other  veflels  of  whatfoeuei*  portage^ 
1»ulke,  quantitie  or  qualitie  they  may  be,  and  with 
^y  marrinersy  and  men  as  they  mil  leade  wiA 
t!hem  in  fuch  ihippe  or  fl)ip]ies,  or  other  veiBels,  ^t 
theu'  owne  and  proper  coftes  and  expences,  for  to 
tra£que,  <i6fcrie,  drfcouer  and  finde,  whatfoeuet 
lie,  iflands,  countries,  regions,  prouinces,  creekes^ 
linnes  of  the  fea,  riuers  and  ftreames,  ^a  wel  of 
gentile,  as'  of  any  other  emperour,  king,  prince; 
gouernour  or  k>nd  wbatfoeuer  lie  or  they  ihalbe^ 
uml  in  whatfoe4aer  part  of  the  world  they  be 
(ituated,  being  before  the  faide  aduenture  of  ea^ 
terprife  vnknowen,  and  by  our  marchants  and 
fablers  ciot  commonly  fiiequented  :  ami  to  ent^ 
and  land  in  the  fame,  M'ithout  any  maner  of  de^ 
nying,  paine,  penaltie  or  foifeiture  to  bee  had  or 
taken  by  any  our  laijires,  cuftoines  or  ftatut^s  to 
our  yfe,  or  to  the  vie  of  Kxir  heires  or  fucceflbrs  for 
Ae  iame. 

And  we  haue  alfo  graunted,  and  by  thcfe  pre- 
Jbuts,  for  vs,  our  heires  and  fuccdfors,  doegraunt 
vnto  the  faide  gouernoui^,  confuls,  aifiQants^  feV> 
lowihippe  and  comminaltie,  and  to  their  fuccei^ 
ibursy  and  to  their  fiiAors  and  affignes,  and  to 
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iBuery  of  them,  licence  for  to  rcare,  plant,  ereft, 
-and  faften  our  banners,  ilanderds,  flags,  and  ea*- 
Tignes,  in  whatfoeuer  citie,  tOM-ne,  village,  caftle, 
lie,  or  inaine  lande,  which  ilialbe  by  them  newly 
found,  without  any  the  penalties,  Forfeitures,  or 
dangers  aforefaide,  and  that  the  faid  fellowfliip 
and  comminaltie,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  fa6iors, 
and  aflignes  and  euery  of  them,  fliail  and  may 
fubdue,  poffeffe  and  occupie,  all  maner  cities, 
townes,  iles,  and  maine  landcs  of  infidelitie,  which 
is  or  fhall  bee  by  them,  or  any  of  them  newly 
founde  or  defcried,  as  our  vaflals  and  fubie6by 
and  for  to  acquire  and  get  the  dominion,  title, 
and  iurifdiftion  of  the  fanie  cities,  townes,  cailles, 
villages,  ifles,  and  maine  landes,  which  fliall  bee 
by  them,  or  any  of  them  newly  difcouered  or 
founde  vnto  vs,  our  heires  and  fucceiTours  for 
cucr. 

And  furthermore,  whereas  by  the  voyage  of 
our  fubie^b  }n  this  laft  yeere  [anno  1554.]  at- 
tempted by  nauigation,  towardes  the  difcouerie 
and  difclofure  of  vnknowen  places,  reahnes, 
iflaudes,  jand  dominions  by  the  feas  not  fre- 
quented, it  hath  pleafed  Almighty  God  to  caufe 
one  of  the  three  ihippes  by  them  firft  fet  foorth 
for  the  voyage,  and  purpofe  abouementioned, 
samed  the  Edward  Bonauenture,  to  arriue,  abide, 
and  winter  within  the  empire  and  dominions  of 
the  high  and  mightie  prince  our  coufiti  and  I»t>- 
tber,    larde    lohn  Bafilivitch'  emperour   of  all 

Ruffia, 
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Ruffia,  Viadhiiirikie,  great  duke  of  Muibovie,  Sec 
Who,  of  his  clemencie,  for  our  loue  and  zeale, 
did  not  onely  admitte  the  captaine,  and  mar- 
chants  our  fubiefls  into  his  proteftion,  and 
princely  prefence,  but  alfo  receiued*  and  inter- 
tained  them  very  gratioufly,  and  honourably, 
graunting  vnto  them  by  his  lettei-s  addrefled  vnto 
vs,  franke  acceffe  itito  all  his  feign  iories  and  do- 
minions, with  licence  freely  to  trafique  in  and  out 
with  all  his  fubiefts  in  all  kinde  of'  marchandife, 
-with  diuers  other  gratious  priuiledges,  liberties 
and  immunities  Ipecified  in  his  faide  letters  vnder 
his  fignet :  Know  yee  therefore  that  wee  of  our 
further  royall  fauour  and  munificence,  of  our 
meere  motion,  certaine  knowledge,  and  fpeciall 
grace,  for  vs,  our  heires,  and  fucceffours,*  haue 
^iuen  and  graunt^d,  and  by  thefe  prefents  doe 
giue  and  graunt  vnto  the  fame  gouernoiir,  con- 
fuls,  affiftants,  fellowfliippe,  and  comminaltie 
aboue  named,  and  to  their  fucceflburs,  as  much 
as  in  vs  is,  that  all  the  maine  landes,  iles^  portes, 
hauens,  creekes,  and  riuers  of  the  faid  mightie 
emperour  of  all  Ruffia,  and  great  duke  of  Mofco, 
&c.  and  all  and  finguler  other  landes,  dominions^  ^ 

territories,  iles  portes,  hauens,  creekes,  riuers, 
armes  of  the  fea,  of  all  and  other  emperour,  king, 
prince,  rulers  and  gouerners,  whatfoeuer  he  or 
tliiey  T>e  before  the  faide  late  aduenture  or  enterprife 
not  knowen^  or  by  our  forefaide  marchants  and 
fubi^ds  by  the  fciaa,  not  commonly  fiiequented, 
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nor  by  an  J  p&rtnor  parcel  thereaflymgnoi  Uiuuwto^ 
northeaftwards,  or  northwcflward^  as  is  ufordaiili 
by  iea  ihal  not  be  uiiit:e4>  frequented,  nox  bauote^ 
by  any  our  fubiefbi,  other  then  of  the  faid4:oiiyia2iy 
and  felowil)tp»  and  their  fucceflbrs  w'ttixontoBpseSe 
licence,  agreement,  and  confentof  the.j[Quernoui^ 
confuUi  and  affiftants  of  the  laid  feUowihip,  and 
communaltie  aboue  named,  or  the  more  part^ 
them,  in  manner  and  number  afbre£ud,  £ar  the 
time  bei^g,  vpon  pain^e  of  forfeituie,  and  lofi«i 
£^  well  of  the  fhippe,  and  ihippes,  with  the  ap* 
pertenAnceSy  as  alfo  of  all  the  go^ds,  marchandiae^ 
and  things  whatfoeuer  they  be,  of  ihofe  our 
fubie^is,  not  being  of  the  laid  fellowihippet  <and 
communaltie,  which  ihsAl  attempt  or  pr^^ume  to 
iaile  to  any  of  tbofe  places^  which  be,  or  fliaU 
berepifter  happen  to  be  founde,  and  traliked  vnto, 
.the  one  halfe  of  the  fame  fcnieiture  to  be  to  the 
tfe  of  vs,  our  beives,  and  fuccefiburs,  flbnd  the 
Other  halfe  to  be  to  the  vfe  of*  the  faide  feUow- 
ihippe,  and  communaltie.  And  if  it  ihall  fortune 
•any  fimilger,  or  firangers,  for  to  attempt  to  hurt^ 
binder,  or  endamage  the  fame  marchants,  their 
&^rs,  deputies^  or  affignes,  or  any  of  tbem,  in 
fating,  .goipg,  or  returning  ^  any  time  m  the 
iaide  aduenture,  or  for  to  iaiie  or  trade  to^rirom 
-any  tbofe  places,  lands,  or  oodiles,  whidi  by  the 
faide  marchants,  their  fa^rs,  deputies,  and  af- 
'^gn^  haue  bene^  or  ihall  be  ddfcried,'difeauered, 
and  foundi  or  fretjucntec),  as  well  within  th^ 

coafies 


^0os(ft€6  and  iinaits  !of  geotili^e;,  as  witKia  4^  <do- 
fEDiBioiift  a3ul  -feigniQiies  ;of  th^  ;faid  migfatie  i^ft- 
{leiour  and  duk^  and  of  aU^  ^od  euery  ojthcr 
«:inpeiiDur,  feiag,  priaoe,  rjuler^  and  ^uernow 
jKhadeeuer  ^»-0r  they  4)e^  before  the  iaide  laic 
4hdu6atureor  enterprife  aat  knowen  by  any  o\ir 
IhiA  anardiantfi,  aovd  fiibk^U,  by  ithe  feas  aot  con»- 
^onl^  iMquantdd,  aoid  ^j^ing  aorthwavdi^  iior^ 
weftwarda^  or  ^lostbeailwaKfe  «s  aforeiaid,  thfin  V9t 
jwiU,  andgranJ^  and  ^y^^iidefttefentsdcyBliceatQ^ 
and  authorize  for  vs,  our  heires,  and  fttGC3dIbi% 
•tb^e  idid  marchantsi,  their  fe^rs,  d^Mirtiiesfi  and 
aflSgneSy  andieuery  of  ttioin,  to  ilgerthetr  liflflrin 
^^ir  defenfe,  to  refifi  tibe  £iaae  .their  lenteqpnf^ 
and  attempts.  Willing  tberefoee,  and  Aniif^^ 
jccmunanding,  and  obargixtg,  .all  aad  ^fingular  our 
otiicersy  maiors,  iherifes,  efcheators,  conftairfeot 
Jbailifty  and  all,  and  fin^la^  dfher  oUr  imni^rs^ 
and  li^e  men,  and  fubte6b  whatiSbener,  to  .be 
atdmg,  fauouring,  helping,  and  affifiing  urnto  jthe 
£ud  gouernour,  or  gouernours,  confuls,  afiiiUn^ 
fellowihip,  and  communaltie,  and  to  their  fuc- 
cefibrs,  and  deputies,  fadiors,  feniants,  and  aT* 
£gnes,  and  to  the  deputies,  factors,  and  srfTignes 
of  euery  of  them,  in  executmg  and  enioying  the 
premifles,  as  wel  on  land,  as  in  the  fea,  from  time 
to  time,  and  at  all  times,  wlien  you,  or  any  of  you, 
ifliall  betfaeveunto  required.  In  witnes  whereof^*  &c. 
Apud  Weftmonafterium,  -iS  die  Feb.  annis-regno^ 
Turn  noftfonun,  primo  &  fecundo.  Anno  IJf55. 
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Chancellor  returned  to  England  the  very  feme 
year  with  four  fhips,  the  lading  whereof  amounted 
in  value  to  twenty-fix  thoufand  pounds  fterling ; 
l>ringing  with  him  a  ruffian  ambaifador,  having 
in  his  fuite  fixteen  other  ruffiai^  noblemen. — 
Three  of  thefe  fliips  went '  to  the  bottom  ;  in  one 
of  which  Chancellor  himfelf  loft  his  life,  but  the 
ruffian  ambaffador  was  faved  and  arrived  happily 
in  London,  where  he  received  an  honourable 
reception  both  from  the  court  and  the  Kuffia* 
company. 

The  company  now  began  to  think  it  high  time 
to  rcfume  their  projeft  for  the  difcovery  of  a 
northern  pafTage  to  India,  being  thus  aiTured  not 
only  of  the  permiffion  but  even  of  the  en- 
couragement and  affiftance  of  the  ruffian  govern- 
ment 

♦  As  the  inftruftions  that  were-  delivered  on 
fetting  out  upon  the  third  voyage  are  curious  im 
many  refpedis,  it  will  be  proper  to  preferve  them 
here. 

Certaine  inftruftions  deliuered  in  the  third  voy- 
age, anno  1556.  for  Ruffia,  to  euery  purfer, 
and  the  reft  of  the  feruants,  taken  for  the  voy- 
age, which  may  ferue  as  good  and  neceffiuy 
diredions  to  all  other  like  aduenturers. 

I.  Fii*ft,  you  ihall  before  the  ihippe  doth 
begin  to  lade,  goe  aboord,  and  fliall  there  take, 
and  write  one  inuentorie,  by  the  aduife  of  the 

mailer^ 
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mailer,  or  of  fome  otlier  principall  officer  there 
aboordy  of  all  the  tackle,  apparel,  cables,  ankers, 
ordinance,  chambers,  Ihot,  powder,  artillerie,  and 
of  all  other  neceffaries  whatfoeuer  doth  belong  to 
the  faid  ibip :  and  the  fame  iufily  taken,  you  (liall 
write  in  a  booke,  making  the  faid  mafter,  or  fuch 
officer  priuie  6f  that  which  you  haue  fo  written,  fo 
that  the  fame  may  not  be  denied,  when  they  ihall 
call  accompt  ttiereof :  that  done,  you  ft  all  write 
a  copie  of  the  fame,  with  your  owne  hand,  which 
you  fhall  deliuer  before  the  Ihippe  Ihall  depart  for 
the  voyage  to  the  companies  booke  keeper  here  to 
be  kept  to  their  behalfe,  to  the  ende  that  they  may 
be  iuftly  anfwered  the  fame,  when  time  Ihall  re- 
quire :  and  this  order  to  be  feene  and  kept  euery 
voyage  orderly,  by  the  puifers  of  the  companies 
owne  Ihippe,  in  any  wife. 

II.  AMb  when  the  fliippe  beginneth  to  lade, 
you  fhall  be  ready  a  boord  with  your  booke,  to 
enter  fuch  goods  as  iliall  be  brought  a  boord,  to 
be  laden  for  the  companie,  packed  or  vnpacked, 
taking  the  markes  and  numbers  of  cuery  packe, 
fardell,  trulTe  or  packet,  corouoya;  cheft,  fatte, 
hutty  pipe>  puncheon,  whole  barrell,  halfe  barrell, 
fyrkin,  or  other  caflce,  maunde,  or  bafkett,  or  any 
other  thing,  which  may,  or  ihall  be  packed  by  any 
other  manner  of  waies  or  deuife.  And  firfl,  all 
fuch  packes,  or  trulfes,  &c.  as  flial  be  brought 
aboord  to  be  laden,  not  marked  by  the  companies 
marke,  you  ihall  doe  the  bed  to  let  that  the  fame 

be 
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he  not  laden,  and  io  inquire  dtUg^ntly  4io  .knoMr 
the  .owners  thereof,  if  you  can,  and  what  conv^ 
moditie  the  fame  is,  tjiat  is  foe  brac^ht  ainxud  1o 
he  ;kden :  if  you  can  not  know  the  owneis  of 
liich  g^Oihy  learne  wlmt  you  can  thei^of,  as  wd 
making  9  note  in  your  booke,  as  alfo  to  iend  er 
i)iriDg  worde  thereof  to  the  agent,  and  to  fomexxoe 
jof  the  fowe  mavchants  with  him  acUoyned,  & 
^eedrly  as  you  can,  if  it  be  here  ladep,  or  to  lie 
kden  in  this  riuer^  being  not  mai-ked  "with  the 
companies  jsiaike,  as  is^aforefaid :  and  when  the 
laid  iiilppe  hath  receatied  in  all  that  the  coa^ 
panies  agent  will  haue  laden,  you  dud  make  a 
ittft  copie  of  that  which  is  laden,  i«:itiag  the  f)atr^ 
cels>  the  markes  and  numbers  of  ^eueiy  thing 
pbinly,  which  you  fiial  likewife  deliuer  to  the  fayd 
bacxke  keeper  to  the  \'fc  aforefaid. 

IIL  Alfo  when  the  fliip  is  ready  to  depart,  you 
fliatt  come  for  your  .cockt*ts  and  Icttess  to  ilhe 
Qgent^  and  fliall  ihew  him  all  fuch  letters  as  you 
haue  receiued  of  any  peifon  or  perfons  priuatdjr 
or  openly,  to  be  dcliuered  to  any  perfon  or  perfons 
in  Ruflia  or  elfewherc,  and  alfo  to  declare  if  JfTUi 
know  any  other  that  iliall  paSk  in  the  ihtp  either 
mafter  or  mariner  that  hath  receiued  ;any  tetters 
tp  be  priuily  delinered  to  any  there,  dlrefl^ri  •firom 
any  perfon  or  perfons,  other  then  ^m  the  agent 
here  to  the  agent  there :  which  letters  fo  by  you 
receiued,  you  fhall  not  cary  with  you,  witfaooiit  yon 

be  liceuced  fo  to  doe  by  the  agent  here,  aiifi  £»ne 
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others  a»  dot  paffe^  hauii^ov  receiuied  anrpnuitt 
lettws  to  be  deliuered,  you  ihall  all  thsit  ixk^  yM 
tfsfit,  kA  this  dcliuerJe  of  them  ^t  your  aninuig  ia 
Raffia):  and'  aH^  it'  yow  ItM^  ot  doii  reeei^e,  c< 
Aal!  knt>w*  anjf  otheir  that  ^doth  or  batht  receioW 
enyr  gooriv  or  rcadie  money  to  hec  Mrploied  iif 
Bdiifis^  o9  tK)  bee'deliaered  th^re  tjo  any  pevlbii  <tf 
]^erfoiis  froto  atey  pafon  or  p^^^^  ot^er-  iheK 
iltehi  as  be  the  coiiipmkis  gdod^  saxi  that  vndef 
tj»cit  rtivarkffj  youiftaU  befoa-(r  tHe  fhippe  doeth4«H 
party  declare  the  fame  truely  to  the  faid  aigen^acut 
to  Ibme  of  the  other  mefchalntB  to  him  adioyised^ 
89  ft  10  tefore  declared. 

IV.  Alfo  when  thr  iiip'  cs  icsoiy  to  depart,  aad 
hath  tke  mafier  amk  the  Avhoie  compsUiy  abooitl, 
yoa*  iwti  «HK«e«tly  ibre&e  and  take  heede,  thob 
feUere-  paflc  not  any  pvkiie  peifon-  or  p^-foas,  oilier 
then>  feefa  as  be  authdrized.  to  paife  in  ihe  hiA 
ihipy  without  liie  licemee  and  warFant  of  one  of 
the  gouernours  ami  of  the.  alii&^nts^  for  the  fiuae 
lus  pailage,  to  be  firft  fhewed.  And  if  there  bee 
any  fiich  peiibn  or  perfons  that  is  t&  pafle  and 
will  pafle  "(t^ithout  (liewing  the  lame  lirarrant,.  yoti 
fliaU  le£  the  paifage  of  any  fuch  tfo  the  rtternioft 
of  your  power :  and  fbr  tliat  theie  niay  no  fttcb 
{iritiy  perfon  pafie  vndef  the  cloke  and  eolaiir  o£ 
fpme  indrinery  you  iliall  vjx)a'  the  waylng  of  yoilr 
lhip»  anker,  call  tlie  Mailer  and  ^h^  Inariftert 
within  boord  by  their  names  and  that  by  your 
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bookesy  to  the  ende  that  you  may  fee  that  yon 
faaue  neither  more  or  lefTe,  but  iuil  the  number 
for  the  voyage. 

V.  Alfo  you  muft  haue  in  remembraunce,  that 
if  it  iliall  chaunce  the  fhip  to  bee  put  into  any 
harbour  in  this  coaft  by  contrary  windes  or  other-t 
wife  in  making  the  voyage,  to  fend  word  thereof 
from  time  to  time*  ss  the  cafe  fliall  require,  by 
your  letters  in  this  maner :  To  mafter  I.  B.  agent 
for  the  company, of  the  New  trades  in  S.  in  Lon* 
doti.  If  you  doe  hier  any  to  bring  your  letters,' 
write  that  which  he  muft  haue  for  the  portage. 
And  for  your  better  knowledge  and  learning,  you 
fliall  do  very  well  to  keepe  a  daily  note  ef  the 
Yoiage  both  outwards  and  homewards. 

VI.  And  principally  fee  that  you  forget  not 
daily  in  all  the  voiage  both  morning  and  eue^g, 
to  call  the  company  within  boord  to  prayer,  in 
which  doing  you  ihall  pleafe  God,  and  the  voiage 
wil  haue  the  better  fucceffe  thereby,  and  the  com- 
pany profper  the  better. 

VII.  Alfo  in  calme  weather  and  at  other  times 
when  you  fhall  fortune  to  come  tx)  anker  in  the 
feas  during  the  voiage,  you  fhall  for  the  compa- 
nies profit,  and  for  good  hulbanding  of  the  vic- 
tuals aboord,  call  vpon  the  boatefwaine  and  other 
of  the  company  to  vfe  fuch  hookes  and  other  en- 
gines as  they  haue  aboord  to  take  fifli  with, 
that  fuch  fiih  fo  taken  may  bee  eaten  for  the  caufe 
aforelayd:    and  if  there  bee  no  fiich   enginear 

.  aboord, 


.     SNOLISH   IN    RUSSIA.  511 

aboord,  then  to  prouide  fome  before  you  goe  from 
iience.       f 

VIIL  And  when  God  fliall  fend  you  in  (afetie 
into. the  baie  of  St,  Nicjiolas  at*  an  ankej^,  you 
ihall  goe  a  fliore  wifh  the  firft  boate  that  ihall  de^ 
part  from  the  iliip,  taking  with  you  fiich  letters 
fts  you  haue  to  deliuer  to  the  agent  there :  and  if 
he  bee  not  tliere  at  ycmr  cbmmiDg  a  land,  then 
iend  the  companies  letters  to  Colmogro  [KhoV: 
mogor]  to  him .  by  fome  fare  mariner  or  other^ 
wife,  as  the  mailer  and. you  flial  thinke  beft:  but 
goe  not  yourfelfe  at  any  hand,  no;*  yet  frpm 
aboord  the  iliip,  .ynleffe  it  be  a  ihore  to  treate  with 
the  agent  for  the  lading  of  the  fliip  that  you  be 
appointed  in,  which  you  ihall  applie  diligentiy  to 
haue  done  fo  fpeedily  as.  may  bee.  And  for  the 
difcharging  of  the  goods  therein  in  the-  baie„  to 
be  caried  from  thence,  fee  that  you  doe  looke 
well  to  the  vnlading  thereof,  that  there  *bee  none 
other  goods  fent  a  ihore  then  tlae  companies,  and 
according  to  the  notes  entered  in  your  booke  as 
Itforefayd:  if  there  bee,  enquire  diligently  for 
whom  they  bee,  and  what  goods  they  be,  noting 
who  is  the  receiuer  of  the  fayd  goods,  in  fuch  fort 
that  the  company  may  haj^e  the  true  knowledge 
thereof  at  your  comming  home. 
.  IX*  Alfo  there  a  ihoare,  and  likewife  aboord; 
you  ihall  fpie,  and  fearch  as  fecretly  as  you  may^ 
to  learne  and.  .knowe  what  bargaining,  buying^ 
and  felling  tliere  is,  with  the  mailer,  and  the  ma* 
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fyieimtff  the  flri|ipei  anil  tfie  Rii^^  orwitetjU 
companies  feruants  there :  and  that  wbicb  joa 
Hall  perceaae  ancl  fesutne,  you;  iliaii  krQ>&  a  irote 
tiierec^  i%  ydUF  boioikie)  fecretly  ta  your  fdfis; 
-ttbieh  you  ftalt  op^n^  and  di^blofeJ  at  ymir 
towmmg  hcme^  to  tli^  goueniiduri^  and  ttk< 
^ilancs^  in  fuck  foi%  as  the  tpn^b  of  their  feeret 
frades^  and  dccupyings  i»ay  bis  7euea^edt  and 
knowen.  You  Ihall  needie  ahi^aied  to^  haue  Argott 
eksv  to  ^ie  their  fec^et  packing'  and  conuayance, 
w  well  on  land,  as^  aboord  die  fhipp6,  of  and  for 
fiich  furresy^and  otbev  commodities,  as  yeerel^ 
Hiey  doe  vfe  to  buy,  packe,  and  conuay  hither. 
If  yon  will  be  vigilant,  and  fecrete  in  this  amd^ 
you  csn  not  miife  to  fpie  their  priuie  packing  on« 
Uriith  another,  either  on  ihoaie,.  or  aboc»^  the 
fidppe :  worke  herein  wifely,  and  yoo  ihail  defenie 
great  thanks  of  the  whol&  companie. 

X.  AlTo  at  the  lading  againe  ^  the  fl^p6,  yon 
ihall  continue  and  abide  aboord,  to  the  ende  that 
yoa  may  note  and  write  in  your  booke;  all  hch 
goods  and  marchandize,  as  fball  be  brought  and 
laden,  which  you  ihall  orderly  note  in  all  fortes 
t5  heretofore,  as  in  the  iecond  article  partly  it  is 
touched :  and  in  an}^  wife,  put  the  m^Sier  and 
the  companie  in  remembrance,  to  looke  and  fbre» 
lee  fiibftantially  to  the  rooms^ing  of  the  flxippe, 
by  faire  meanes  or  threats,  as  you  Asdl.  fee  and 
ti^mke  will  feme  for  the  bell. 

XL  Thus  when  the  ihippe  is  fidly  laden  agaioe, 
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and  airthitlgs  aW6r(f  hi 'good  order, ^ and*  (hat 
you  doe  fottfuoe  to  goe  a  flidire  t(i  the  ageiit  fot 
.your  letters,  and  difpatch  away  ^  .ydu  flial  demand 
whether  all  the  goods  be  laden  that  were  brought 
thither,  and  to  know  the  tiuth  thereof,  you  fliall 
repaire   to  the  x;ompanies  ftorehoufe   there»   at 
S.  Nicholas,  to  fee  if  there  be  any  goods  lefty  ift 
the  faid  ftorehoufe ;  if  there  be,  you  fhall  deman4 
why  they  be  not  laden,  and  to  note  what  kind  of 
goods  they  be,  tbat  be  fo  lett :  and  feeing  any  of 
the  Ihippes  there,  not  fully  laden,  you  Ihall  put 
the  ag^nt  in  remejinbrance  to  Jade  thofe  goods  lb 
left,  if  any  fuch  be  to  be  laden,  as  is  af brefaidft 
And  thus  God  fending  you  a  iaire  wind,  to  makft 
ipeede  and  away, 

XII.  Finally,  when  God  fliall  fende  you  to  arriu« 
againe  vpon  this  cbaft  •  in  fafetie,  either  at  Hare-r 
which,,  or  els  where,  goe  not  you  a  land,  if  you 
may  poflible,  to  the  ende,  that  when  you  be  gone 
a  fhoare,  there  may  no  goods  be  fent  priuily 
aflioare  to  be  folde,  or  els  to  be  fokle  aboord  the 
ihippe,  in  your  abfence,  but  keepe  you  ft  ill  aboai*d^ 
if  you  can  by  any  meanes,  .for  the  caufe3  afore- 
faid,  and  write  the  companie  a  letter  from  the 
iliippe  of  your  good  arriual,  which  you  may 
conuey  to  them  by  land,  by  fome  boy  or  mar'* 
riner  of  the  fhippe,  or  otherwife  as  you  fliall 
thinke  beft :  and  likewife  when  God  fliall  £;nde 
you  and  the  fliippe,  into  the  riuer  here,  doe  not 
in  any  wife  depart  out  of  the  fli!pp.e  that  you  be 
VOL.  II.  L  L  in 


B^iis  ES.TABLISHMSNT   OF  THE 

px  vntUl  the  copopairie  doe  fend  fomt  other  aboord 
thdihippe,  in  your  ileede  and  place,  to  keepe  the 
faid  ihippe  in  your  abfence.    ' 


This  timfe  lifcewifej  however,  the  company  were 
diiappointed  in  their  expe£tations«  Captain 
Stephen  Burrowe,  who  had  the  charge  of  the 
exiJedition,  reached  only  to  the  •  ftraights  t)f 
Vaigat,  where,  finding  his  paffiige  choaked  by 
the  ice,  he  was  under  the  neceffity  of  returning. 
-—Deterred  by  the  failure  of  thefe  attempts,  the 
Ruffia  company  at  length  conceived  the  defign 
of  tranfporting  the  commodities  of  the  Levant 
over  the  Cafpian  acrofe  RulTia*  Accordingly, 
ill  the  year  1557,  on  fitting  out  the  fourth  expe- 
dition to  St  Nicholas,  they  fent  with  it  an  ac- 
tive and  Mtcrprifmg  man  named  Anthony  Jen- 
kinfon,  for  the  expre(s  purpcrfe  of  obtaining  per- 
HiiiTion  to  this  tfft&.  ^ 

By  the  addrefs  and  exertions  of  Jenkinfon,  the 
company,  in  1567,  received  another  patent  from 
Ivan  Va;fl[iHievitch  II.  by  which  all  the  privil^;es 
granted  to  them  in  the  formef  were  confirmed 
and  in  feveral  particulars  enlarged.  It  is  couched 
in  the  following  terms : 

'*  One  onely  flrengthener  of  all  things,  and 
God  without  beginning,  which  was  before  the 
world,  the  Father,  the  Sonne,  and  tlie  Holy 
Ghofl,  our  on?ly  God,  in  Trinitie,  and  maker  of 

.  aU 


i 


EN0LI9H  IN   RUSSfX.  SiS 

all  things^  whom  we  worihtp  in  all  things,  and  in 
all  places,  the  doer  and  fulfiUer  of  all  things^ 
which  is  the  perfeft  knowledge-giuer  of  the  true 
God,  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  with  the  comfbrter 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  thou  which  art  the  fireni^- 
ener  of  our  faith,  keepe  vs  together,  and  giue  vi 
health  to  preferue  our  kingdom^  thou  giuer  of 
all  good  fruites,  and  helper  of  all  chrillian  be* 
leeuers. 

We  great  lord  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  great 
duke  Ivan  Vaffillievitch,  of  all  Rttflia»  Vladimir^ 
Mofco,  Novgorod,  Kazan,  Aftrakhan^  Plcov^ 
Smolenifk,  Tver,  Ugoria,  Viatka^  Bulgar,  Sybit 
and  others,  emperor,  and  great  duke  of  Novgorod 
of  the  lower  land,  of  Chemigo^  Riasan^  Polotfk, 
Roftove^  Yaroflave^  Bielozero^  Udor,  Obdor^ 
Kondia,  and  lord  of  many  othei^  lands,  and  of  Ell 
the  north  parts,  commander  and  lord  of  Lifie^ 
land. 

Whereas  our  fifter  queene  Elizabeth,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  queene  of  England,  France  apd 
Ireland,  hath  written  to  us  her  letters^  that  we 
would  grant  her  merchants,  William  Garrardt 
William  Cheller,  Rowland  Heyward,  Lawrence 
Huflie,  John  March,  Anthony  Jenkinfon,  W3r 
liam  Rowlie,  and  their  companie  of  England,  to 
come  in  ihips  into  this  kingdom,  and  thole 
merchants,  William  Garrard  and  his  companie, 
haue  required  of  vs  that  we  would  grant  an4 
licence  them  to  come  into  our  countrie  of  Dvina, 
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with  all  kind  of  wares  at.  wijl,  to  pur  citie  of 
Mofco,  ^nd'to  all  our  caftles  m  our  kingdoms,  we 
for  our  fifters  fake  Elizabeth,  by  the  grace .  of 
God,  queene  of  England,  France  and  Irelandi 
haue  licenced  Jiqr  merch^ints,  .William  Gftfrard 
and  his  corapaaji  to  pafle  in  fliippes  to  ourrking* 
dome  of  Colmogor,  and  to  the  land  of  D^nna^ 
Stud  to  all  other-  our  inheritances  in  t%e  north 
parts,  with  all  kind  of  wares  _to  our  citie  of 
Mofco,  and  to  all  caftles  andtOAfns  in  our  gang- 
dom. And  fir  William  Garrard  and  Uis  company 
defired  of  vsi  that  we  would  grant  them  licenfcc 
to  pafle  to  o^r  inheritance  of  Kazan  and  Aftrak- 
han,  and  into  our  inheritance  of  Novgorod  the 
great,  and  to  our  ^inheritance*  of  Xa^^^l^nd  to 
Naruc  and  Dprpe^  and  to  other  ourraftles.  and 
townes  of  LifFeland,,  witji  all  kind  of  wares,  and 
the  trade  to  bq.  without  cuftome,  which  requeft 
we  haue  granted  to  fir  William  Garrard  and  hit 
company,  and  haue  giuen  them  licence  to  pafle 
to  our .  inheritance  of  Kazan  and  Aftrakhan,  and 
Novgorod  the  great,  and  into  our  inlicritancc  of 
LifFeland,  Name  and  Dorpe,  and  other  places  of 
our  inheritance  in  Liffeland  with  all .  kind  of 
wares,  to  buy,  •  barter  and  fell  at  will,  without 
cuftome :.  and  what  wares  foepcr  they  bring  out 
of  England,  or  out  of  any  mother  countrj',  need- 
full  or.neccflary,  that  they  fliall  bring  all  thofe 
wares  needful!  or  neceflary  to  our  treafury,  and 
thofe  wares  there  to  be  opened,  and  then  to  take 
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6utfof  thtf  fame,  fuch  waxes  as  ftall  beneedfull 
for  our  treafiiry,  and  the  reft  being  deliuertd 
ligaiile, 'teifel  and  barter  at  their  pleafure;  "and  to 
iel  iWhtf  ^of^Kc  fine  wares' before  they' be  feche^by 
our  'chancelers;  except  forting  clothes;  ^d  *  othef 
M4rts'iiot*ttteete*for  our  treafirrie :  and  Xvhcn  ofii 
rfiaiiV^eler  will  fend  our  treafute'out  of  cAir  treat-i 
ftttielwrthf  tftein,  the^  fliall  take  it  with'  tKcm,  kndf 
ta  ^Faritf  Witter  *lt**fbr  ^are$  mcetc "for  briFfr^ 
ftrHe,  and  bring*  it'  to 'our  trcafurie,  andthfj^^p 
tifIte'*no  otHer"lcnehs' w'aresto'  barter  or  fel  ii^tH 
tHeh^^rior^yetf- t)iif  people' to 'biry  or  fellfo/  tF^ 
thdviAvaxesi  and  if  thofe'  engflllh 'merchants'^d^ 
ieffre  to  -pkil^  out  of  our  kin^dtoin  of  ^ftr^fein/ 
<6  Boghar,  Sliamakie^  Chada5%  '  or  into  iny  blHcr 
cotintreysj  ^v  As  tb  goe  into  theii*  owne  toufitrisy,* 
then  they  to  take  their  treafure  with  them;  and 
to  barter  and  fel  it  for  war^  ncceflfarie  for  oiif 
trtefurie,  arid  to  bi-ing  it  and  deliuer  if  t6*6iir 
chancelcr,  and  w'Htiti  they  come  backe  *  aa:aine  tor 
our  mheritanoe  of  Kazan  and  Aftrakhanl  'm 
any  other  of '  but '  caftles  ahd  to\vnes:  ihat'tlicr 
out  captain*  ^  of'  l^azan  and  ^  AttrakHan,  Md^  aCt 
other  our  ^edpW  of  ehafge  !(hall  not  hold  tlitfti; 
but  with  fpeea  kt  them  pailb  wltliout  taking  *cu(^ 
tome  of  them; 'or  their  waVes,  and  without  open- 
ing or  looking'  vpon  them  in  lany  wife  :*  and 
when  they  hau\S  not  our  treafure  with'  them,' 
that  then  like\vife  ho '  cdftbiAe  ihall  be  taken 
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of  ihem  nor  their  wares  to  be  feeue  of  lojr 

XOSLJU 

And  lUcewife  we  hau^  granted  them  to  buy  and 
&\l  in  all  our  kingdojnes  ^nd  cailleSi  vitli  aS 
kind  of  wares :  and  W9  haue  alfo  licenced  them, 
that  Yfhen,  thofe  englifli  merchants  doe  ddu«  to 
t>uy  9nd  feU  with  our  merchants  wholy  tagetfaa:^ 
tbi^  tli(y  ihal  haue  libertie  fo  to  doe  wholy  to* 
gether :  and  they  that  doe  defire  to  f^  tbeir  owna 
yw^  by  retaile  in,  their  own  houfe^  that  thai 
^ey  fell  it  in  their  own  houfe  by  retaile  to  ov 
pac^e,  and  ot^er  (Irangers,  as  they  can  agree : 
|q4  ^ghts  and  arihipes  to  be  kept  in  their  houfe 
with  dur  ieale,  and  they  themfelues  to  barter  and 
{iSl  tbeir  omie  wares  r  and  no  rufle  merchant  in 
Mofco^  or  any  other  place  in  our  kingdome,  not 
to  tgXi  for  them  any  wares,  nor  to  buy  or  barter 
aqy  wares  for  them,  nor  couler  any  ilrangers 
goods,  Ai^d  l^hereas  thofp  merchants  of  England, 
£r  Williatn  Gafrard  and  his  company,  doe  defire 
ffi  ie|l  their  v^ajres  at  Colmogpr,  Dvina,  Vologda, 
Yaroflavc^  Koflromd,  and  in  I^oygorpd  the  lower,. 
ICaaan,  Afirakban,  great  Novgorod,  Pfcoye, 
Name,  Porpe,  and  in  other  our  townes  and 
eaftles,  they  fliall  haue  their  will  to  fell  it :  and  of 
their  wares  of  England  and  Rufleland  no  cuflome 
ihall  be  taken,  neither  they  nor  their  wares  ihall 
be  ftaied  in  any  place :  and  when  they  depart  out 
of  Mofco,  to  aduertife  our  cbanceloj  thereof,  and 

not 
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not  to  giue  any  note  or  ihuentory  oT  any  Itind  of 
their  wares    they  carry  away:    arid  when  the 
engliih  merchants,   fir  Willmm  Garrard  and  his 
companie,  doe  come  vpon  the  felt,  and  t)y'!  misfor- 
tune haue  their  fhippes  ^ft  away  vpoti'  tho(B 
coaftes^  of  the  north  partes,   then  we  VfiR  their 
goods  to  be  fbiight  out  with  truth,  and  to  'b6  de- 
Buered  to  fir  William  Garrard  and  his  company,- 
which  as  then  fliall  be  fouiid  in  our  countrey':^ 
and  if  that  fir  William  Garrards  company  be  not' 
in  Molbo  n6p  in  our  countrey,  then  wce'will  and 
cofnmand  that  thcJfe  goods  rif  theirs  fliafl  be  laid 
vp  in  a  p^ace  of  fafegard,  vhtiH  fuch  time  as  the[~ 
feyd  fir  WfllTam  Garrard  or  his  company  come  to^. 
demauhd  the" fame-:  and  tlieri  at  their -comniing; 
wee  willthat it  ihall  bee  deliuered,  -  Ani  whereas 
heretofore  wee  haue  giuen  iir  William  Garrtrd* 
and  his  companie  in  this  our  kingdonie  of^ofco," 
the  new  caftle  by  the  church  of  S.  MfcxitTiie,'*b6^ 
kind  the  market,  they  fliall  thijre  ftill  hgj^e  thcif 
houfe  as  heeretofore  wee  haAc  ^iueri  th.feih  pattngf . 
no  cuftome  for  the  lame:  and  wee  alfb  doe  II-'. 
cence  them  to  keepe  one  rbffe  porter  oirtwo,  or 
els  of  their  owne  countrey,*  and  thofe  porters  fhiall 
dwell  with  them,  and  not  fell  for  tliem,   nor 
barter,   nor  buy   for  them:    And  alfo  I  haue 
graunted  tttem  to  buy  a  houfe  at  Vologda,'  and 
at  Colmogor,  or  in  any  other  place,  where  they 
can  choofe  for  themfelues  any  good  harbour,  and 
there  they  to  fet  vp  thofe  houfes  in  thofe  places 
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«jt  .thdr  Awnf^,clwgesi:and  i^  pr  the 

other,  houfes  tf)  keepe^two  or  thr«e  porters  of  their 
O^c,  or  ?ls  two  or  t\\i^  Ruffes,  and  th^ir;wares 
to.bqji^yed  vp  ia  jthofe ,, Movies,,  and.:J:o  f«l  their 
OWT^  wares,  at  yil :  j^o^  ^e  poftef^  intho^^  them 
tp  fell  .-^ne  qf  theif  wafi^,  jn? jther  yet. to  \x4y  any 
fgr,  thep[h  And  purjofllc^rs  €(P  Cqjmogor,  and 
Dvina,  aod  of  other  pur  cjiftlesaufl  ^wr^  (hall 
not  loolf  e  .oijer  thei  r  wares,  por  *  take  any .  ^^fiome 
thereof  :.ii|^fthe^  ih^lUhpfe  ^ejqgliih  ffiieifpbiants,  Gi 
yi^illi^m^Gairfard  and  hia^^ompany^;  be4wlge4  bjr 
tny  of  theni.  Anfi  when  the  mgHik'  merchants 
fliall  fende  from  o^r  kingdopqe  thtir  owne  people 
ipto  their  pwne  countrey  by  land^  ovcer  ptjier  king- 
dojnes  whatfoeuer  they  :b€^  they  may;  without 
ware  iend  .their  owne  people  at  tfa^r  pleafure. 
And  when  any  matter,  of  lawe  doeth  fall  out  m 
their  trade  of  xnarchandife^  then .  they  rfliall  be 
lodged  by  our  chsmqeljour^,  ,and  lawe  ihalbe  done 
with .  equitie  betwixt  ou^  feopl^  and  ^em.  And 
when  thpy  cannot  bj^  iudged  ly  law,  they  then 
ihfLU  be  tried  by  Ipts^  and  t^hof^  Ipt:  is  firil  taken 
out,  .bf^rihall  hauetbe  right  i  An|d  if  it  happen 
any;  of  thpfe  n^archante  to  haiie  any  matter  0f 
lawe  in  any  other  part  of  our  dominions  for  trade 
of  merchants,  then  our  captaines,  iudges  and  chiefe 
officers,  ihall  heare  the  mattijf,  and  adminifter 
iuftiee  with  equitie  and  trueth,  and  where  lawe 
can  .take  no  place  to  be  tried  by  lots,  and  his  lot 
that '  18  firft  taken  out  to  haue  ;the  right,  and 

for 
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for  their    matters  of  lawe  no  cuftome  to  bee 

Furthermore,  vee  for  t)ur  fiftera  Take  Blizaheth 
haue  graunted,  that  jeioiie  befide  fir  William  Gar* 
rard.  a.nd.  his  companie,  out  of  ^vhat  kingdome 
foeuei^  it  bee,  England  or  other,  fliall  not  coijie  ia 
trade  of  marchandife  nor  otherwife  to  Colmogor, 
nor  to :  the  riuer  Oby  nor  within  WaMhoiife,  nor 
to  Petfchora,  noi*  Kola,  nor  Mezen,'  nor  to  the 
abbey  Petchingam,  nor  to  the  iflande  of  Sallavye^ 
nor  to  any  mouth  of  the  riuer  of  Dvina,  nor  to 
any  part  of  the  north  conntrey  of  oiu^  coaft :  and 
if  any  marchant,  out  of  what  countrey  foeuer  it 
be,  doe  come  with  fhippe  or  fhippes,  buffes,  or  any 
other  kinde  of  veffel  to  any  of  our  harbors,  'within 
all  our  north  parts,  wee  will,  that  then  the  people, 
and  goods,  fhippe  or  fliippes,  fhalbe  Cbnfifcati^* 
and  forfeited  to  vs  the  emperour  and  great  duke. 

* 

Giuen  in  our  kingdome  and  houfe  of  Mofco,  the 
yeere  from  the  beginning  of  the  Madrid  7000  thred-^ 
{core  and  fixteen,  in  the  mbnrth  of  September, 
and  in  the  34  yeere  of  bur  raigne,  and  in  our  con- 
queft  of  Kazan  16.  and  in  our  conquieft  of  Afirak- 
han  15. 

« 

Perufed  and  allowed  by  Ts :        '  '/ 

Anthonie  Jenkinsok 

Thomas*  HA^tatE, 
Thomas  •ScrdxHAM, 
'    :  RafeRutter,  tran/iatour 

hereof^  out  of  the  rujjk  tongue. 

The 
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The  Queenes  Matefties  letters  to  the  Emperour  of 
Ruilis^  TeqiieS6ng  licence,  and  fafe  condu^t^  for 
mafler  Anthony  lenkinfon,  to  paffe  through  his 

•  kingdome  of  Ruifia,  into  Perfia,  to  the  Great 
Sophie. 

Elizabetha  Dei  gratia,  Aqglia^,  &a  reghta, 
fereniffimo  &  potentiffimo  principi„  D,  loanni 
Bafilivitche,  imperatori  totius  Ruflias,  magno  duci^ 
&c.  ialutem^  &  omnuim  rerum  proiperarum 
foeUcUfimuin  inor^mentuxn.  Potentiffime  princeps^ 
Tes.  eft  nobis  ad  memai'andum  long^  ^atiflima^ 
lUa  veftrae  n;iaieftatis,  erga  nos  Sc  noftros  amidtia. 
^ixjd  t;emp(M'e  fcdicifTims^  meniori^  regis  Edwardi 
Sexti,  fratris  noftri  chariffimi,  Dei  benignitate 
lucepta,,  deijQCi^ps  ver6  veftra  noa  fojum  imgularb 
humanitate  alta  atque  fota,  fed  inciedibili  etiam 
bonitate  aa6ia  atque  cumulata,  nunc  autem  om- 
nibus  beneuplentiae  veftras  officios  fic  firaiata  eft 
atque  confti^ttilita,  vt  iam  ininim^  dubitemus^ 
q|uin  ea  s^d  laudem  Dei»*  ad  gloriain  vtrhdque 
noilrum,  ad  publicam  noftrocum  ytrobique 
regnorum  immenfam  commoditatem,  ad  priinitam 
fingulorum  vtrinque  fubditorum  optatam  fpem, 
cert^que  fbelicitatem  multis  fit  deinceps  feculis 
duratur^ ,  £t  quanquam  hsec  vefira  bonitas^ 
pleniifimfe  feie  effudit  in  omnes  noflros  fubditos, 
qui  fefe  in  vllas  imperij  veftri  partes  vnquam 
recepeTunt^  (pro  qua  ingentes  noftras,  vt  par  eft, 

g^'atias 
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gratias  irtRxm  nmieftati  habemus^  veibfique  vidifim 
'm,  omm  opportuniiatis  loca  tibentilBSmfe  fereoiiiis, ) 
tamen  abundantia  benignitatis  veftrse^  in  acci* 
l^endo^    t&mque  humanity  tradando  noftrani 
fidelem  8c  perdile6lain  famuluin  Autonium  Ie&^ 
kinfon,    qui  has  perfert  litems,    feoriim   ftobis 
gratiffima  exiitit     Nam  prasterquam  qu6d  nullis 
naa  locis  veflri  imperjj  &  magna  libertate,  & 
fumma  humanitate  vefirse  ferenitatis  non  permiifu 
{oliim^  fed  iuifa  etiam  frueretur,   veftra  bonitag 
tam^  noa  in  hac  domeftica  benign^  fac^endi 
rationed  conquieuit,     fed    perlibent^r    &    vltr^ 
eundem   noftrum   hunc   perdiledum    famukim^ 
varijs  exteris  principibus^  quoquouerius  ipfe  iteir 
fiiAim  inftitueraty  Uteria  fuis^  fuo  magno  imperial! 
$gillo   confignatis   oommendauit     Quod    bene* 
ficium  illi  vbiuts   gentium,    &  viam   iin^  vllo 
pcriculo,    propter    publicam    vefiram   fidem,   & 
aduentum  cum  magno  iauore,  propter  veftram 
c<»BEunenclatiQneai9    optatfe    quidem,    &  foeliciter 
caoununiuit.       Itaque    quemadmodum    gemma 
base  veftra  beneuolentia,  cum  ilia  generalis  ex- 
hibita   in    vellro    regno    negotiantibns    fubditis 
npilrisi  vniuerfis,  turn  ifta  feorfim  prsdlita  huio 
Antonio  lenlcinfon,  perfideli  nofiro  famulo,  nobis 
in  mentci»  non  fo}um  ad  gratam   perpetudmque 
*  ntemoriam,  veri^m  etiam  ad  mutuam,  vel  oppor- 
tunam    compeniationem/ firmiffimfe  defixa   eft: 
ita»    petimus   k    veftra  maieftate    vt   vtramque 
beneuolentias   veflrse    rationem    8c    commuhem 

noilris 
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noiiria  tBiveriis/  &  pridatHm  ^iotfotkrcf  'dil^^U 
fai2mk>>  vtrifque  demceps  digneujrt><)aer^  at^iie 
conferuar^.'  Neqae  nos  quidem  diftdmms; '4)iim 
quern  &uorem  veilra  maieftas  ante4  iua.j|Mtt^ 
Anfonio  lenkinfon,  turn  quidem  priiiatork)lteiid^ 
eundem  nunc  noftro  rogatu  ektem  Antonio  m 
noftrum  iam  funulatum .  cooptato  benign^  velit 
d^u6  declarare.  £t  propterdt  petimus!  ^  veftia 
maieflate;  vt  dignetur  iterum  concedete  'ddem 
noftro  fatnulo  Miteras  fuas  commeatus,  publicsE^ 
fideiy  ac  faluicohdiidhis,  quarum  tendre,  slMho^ 
ritate,  atque  pnefidip,  fit  illiv^  '^iqiliaributf  fuis. 
Be  feruis,  tutum,  liber6mque, •  -cum  mercibus^ 
iarciniSj.equis,'  Sc  bonis  fuis  yniuerfis,  inuehe^dis 
cuehendifque,  per  veftra  regna,'  domicilia,.  atqu^ 
pronincias,  profioiici^  ire,  ti*anfire,'  r^dire,  abire,  it 
iftic  morari,.  quamdiu  placuerit,  -ft:  inde  recedere 
quandocunque  illi  aut  fuis  Ubkum  fuerit.  £t 
ficut  non  dubitamus,  quln  veitra  '  maiefta^ '  luec 
omnia  humanitatis  gmta  officia^  -pro  imilMiffa 
bonitate  fuse  naturae  benign^  &  largitui^irjmio 
famulo  noftro  fit  concelfura,  ita  vakl^  optamud/ 
ade6que  petimus, '  vt  uefrra  maiefias  eod«tn  fiiodo 
eundem  noftrum  famulurav  \*na^  cum'  OqiMbus 
fuia  familiaribus,  ac  bonis,  exteri^  aliJ8>  priMi^ibii^ 
literis  fuis  dignetur  conimendai^,  prtfCcitllt'  Sfcfi> 
atque  feorfiua.  Magnd  Sophi,  J^erfanSn '  •  iinpe- 
ratori,  in  cuius  etiam  imperia  &  ditiones'ldem* 
nofter  tamulus  gratia  potiffini^  *cxperiumli  pe- 
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i^^ina 'edmtnercia,  proficirci  vna  cum  fuis  con^ 

-  J  Cdnfi^iraus  igitur  haec  omnia  nofti-a  poftulata 
pro  famuli  fp^  pro  noftra  expe^tatione,  pro  veftia 
bonitate;;  pf o  noftrorum  vtrinque  fubditomm  com- 
moditatc,  fauifta  illi,  grata  nobis,  accepta  etiam 
veftrse.  tmieftati,  &  noftris  vtrobique  pcrquam 
vti)ia  -aooulUrsL  Deus  vedne  niaicftatis,  &c. 
Datum  ia:  cefeberrima  noftra  ciuitate  Londini, 
anii^  miiudi  55iS.  Domini  ac  Dei  noftfi  lefu 
Cbrifti  iflGl.  regnorum  ver6  noftrorum  tertto." 


y 
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Tticllpttpc  to  the  Sophy  of  Peifia,  Avhich  was 
aUb'  wt'itit^ii.t.ia  hebrew  and  italian,  is  as  fol- 
low^: 

The  Queenes  Alaiefties  letters  to  the  Great  Sophie 
of  Perfia,  lent  by  Mafter  Anthony  lenkinfon, 

•  Elinabetha,  Dei  gratia,  AngHas,  Francise  & 
Hibemiay-'iiegina,  &c.  potcntiflimo  &  inuiftif- 
fimo  principi;  Magno  Sophi,  Perfarum,  Medorum, 
Parthorum,  Kfjacanorum,  Carmanorum,  Margia- 
nortim,  popnlorum  cis  8c  vltri  Tygrim  fluuium^ 
&  omnfdm  intra ;  mare  Cafpium,  &  Perfieum 
finiim  natibnum  atque  gentium  imperatori,  fa- 
Ifitem,  &  reriim  profperarum  foeliciflimum  incre- 
inehtum*  Summi  Dei  benignitate  faftum  eft,  vt 
quas  gentcS,  non  folihrn*  immenfa  terrarum  fpacia, 
&  -iBrfoperabiles   marium  vaftitates,   fed   &    ipfi 

S  etiam 
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etiaiD  CG&Iorum  .cardines  longiflim^  difiimxenuit^ 
ip&  tamen  literarum  bono  &  mentis  certa 
cogitata,  &  humanitatis  grata  oflicia^  &  intelli* 
gentian  mutual  multa  commoda  facilfe  inter  fe  & 
opportune  poiTint  communicare.  Itaque  cum 
perdileflus,  &.  fidelis  noiler  famulus  Antoniu^ 
lenkinfon^  qui  has  literas  noflras  perfert^  cum 
bona  venia,  fauore,  &  gratia  noftra  hoc  Ang^ 
noftriB  regnum  excedere,  &  in  Ferfiam  vique^ 
Teftr&fque  alias  ditiones  Dei  benignitate  pene- 
trare  conftituerit,  hoc  illius  inilitutum  perlauda* 
bile  quidem,  grato  noftro  fauore  profequi^  & 
promouere  (luduimus:  id  quod  eo  nos  libentii^ 
iacimus,  quoniam  hoc  eius  propoiitum  ex  honefto 
fiudio  commercij  conflituendi  potiffimdm  cum 
veflris  fubditis,  alijfque  peregrinis  hominibus,  ad 
veftra  regna  confluentibus^  omnind  exortum  fit 
Proptere^  nobis  &  feribendum  ad  veftram  maief- 
tatem,  ab  eaque  petendum  efle  duximus,  vt  noAro 
rogatu  dignetur  concedere  huic  famulo  ndftro 
Antonio  lenkinfon,  literas  publicas  fidei,  &  £dui 
condudus,  quarum  authoritate  atque  pnefidio^ 
licitum  liber6mque  fit  ilii,  \nk  cum  fuia  fiuni* 
liaribus,  feruis,  farciuis,  mercibus  &  bonis  vni?er* 
fis^  per  veftra  regna,  domicilia,  ditiones,  Uqpt 
prouincias  liber^,  &  fine  impedimentO  proficiict, 
^re,  tranfire,  redire,  abire,  &  ifiic  morari,  quamdiu 
placuerit,  &  inde  recedere,  quandocunque  illi  vd 
fiiis  lubitum  fuerit  Si  hsec  ianda  hoipitalitatis 
iura  &  dulcia  communis  humanitatis  officia,  inter 

nos, 
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nos,  nofira  regna,  noftrdfque  fubditos  libent^ 
conftitui,  iincer^  coli,  &  confiant^r  conferuad 
queaint,  ^eramus  nos,  Deum  Optimum  Maximum 
efFe6hirum,  vt  ab  hijs  paruis.  initijs,  grandiora 
lerum  momenta,  nobis  ad  magna  ornamenta 
atque  decus,  noftris  ad  fumma  commoda  atque 
vfus,  aliquando  fit  oritura :  fiquidem,  vt  non  tena, 
\XOii  mare^  non  CGdum,  ad  nos  longiffime  iepa- 
randos,  qu^m  diuina  ratio  communis  huixranitatis, 
&  mutu££  beneuolentias  ad  nos  firmiffim^  coniunr 
gendos  plus  virium  habuifle  videatur.  Deus 
falutem  omnem,  &  fGelicem  in  terris,  &  per petuam 
in  coeliS)  veftras  cqncedat  maieilatL  Datum  ia 
Anglia,  in  celebri  nofira  vrbe  Londino,  25  die 
meniis  Aprilis,  anno  mundi  5523.  Domini  aq  Dei 
noftri  Jefii Chrifti  1561.  regnorum.ver6  noftromm 

tcrtio. 

♦      • 

Tlie  charter  of  the  privileges  granted  by  the 
tzar  of  RufTia  to  the  Ruffia  company,  and  fent  by 
Tlvomas  Randolph  efq.  her  majeftyVambaffador, 
and  by  Andrew  Savin  his  ambaflador,  bearing 
date  the  20th  of  June,  1569,  runs  in  this  man- 
nw : 

^*  One  God  euerlafting,  and  without,  and  be- 
fore the  beginning,  the  Father,  the  Sonne,  and 
the  holy  Ghoft,  the  bleffed  Trinitie,  our  oiiely 
God,  maker,  and  preferuer  of  all  things,  and 
repteniiher  of  all  things  euery  where,  who  by  thy 
goodnefle  doell  caufe  all  men  to  loue.  the  giuer 
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of  wiiedome  our  onely  Mediatour,  and  leader  of  vs 
all  vnto  bleffed  knowledge  by  the  onely  Sonne  his 
word  our  Lorde  Jefus  Chrift  holy  and  euerlafting 
Spirit :  and  now  in  thefe  our  dayes  teacheft  vs  to 
keepe  chr4ftianitie,'  and  fuffereft  vs  to  enioy  our 
kingdome  to  the  happie  commoditie  of  our  land, 
and  wealth  of  our  people  in  defpite  of  our  ene- 
mies, and  to  our  fam6  with  our  friends. 

1.  We  Ivan  Vaffiilievitch  emperour  and  great 
duke  of  all  Ruffia,  (for  our  fitter  Elizabeths  fake, 
queene  of  England)  haue  giuen  and  graunted  to 
the  engliHi  marchants,  the  gouernours,  confuls, 
affiftants  and  felowfhip,  fir  William  Garrard 
knight,  Rowland  Hayward  alderman,  lohn 
Thamworth  efquire,  lohn  Riuers  alderman, 
Henry  Beacher  alderman,  confuls.  Sir  William 
Chefter  knight,  Edward  lackman  aldennan, 
Lionel  Ducket  alderman,  Edward  Gilbert,  Lau- 
rence Hufe,  Francis  Walfingham,  Clement  Throg- 
morton,  lohn  Quarles,  Nicholas  Whealer,  Tho- 
mas Banifter,  lohn  Harrifon,  Francis  Burneham, 
Anthony  Gamage,  lohn  Somers,  Richard  Wil- 
kinfon,  lohn  Sparke,  Richard  Bame,  Robert 
Woolman,  Thomas  Browne,  Thomas  Smith,  Tho- 
mas Allen,  Thomas  More,  William  Bully,  Ri- 
chard Youg,  Thomas  Atkinfon,  affiftants.  lohn 
Merih  efquire,  lefFrey  Ducket,  Francis  Robin- 
fon,  Matthew  Field,  and  all  the  reft  of  their 
companie  and  fellowfliip,  and  to  their  fucceflburs 
ajad  deputies,   to  come  with  fhips,    and  other 

veffels 
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vdfeb  ittto  our  countrqr,  M  Cofanogorod/  and 
Pwina,  and  to  all  tjie  tiorth  parts  'tiow  being 
ours,  or  that  hereafter  fliall  at  any  time  be  in  our 
jpofleflion,  by  fea,  riuer  or  land,  euen'  to  our  great 
citie  of  Mofco,  iti  al  the  toitntcs  Of  our  countrey, 
to  Cazan  and  Aftracan,  tO'  Nddbgorode  the  great,, 
to  Plafko  and  Leifland,  Vriagorod,  to  Narue,  and 
all  other  townes  of  Leifland;  S.  And  to  pafle 
throdgh  oui'land  to  Bowghair,  Perfia,  Cafbin, 
Chardaye,  and  other  countreis ;  And  wherefoeuer 
tliey  come  there  to  be  and  abide  freely,  and  to 
barter  and  bargaine  freely  all  wares  of  fale,  witlv- 
out  cuftome  of  all  people>  and  marcbants  ftrangers 
whatfoeuer. 

^  And  if  fo  be  tfaey  bring  any  fine  irares  out  of 
England,  or  any  other  countrey  from  Bowhair, 
Perfia,  Calbine,  or  from  atiy  other  place,'  and 
thofe  their  wares  that  come  by  the  way  of  Naruft, 
or  any  other  part  ij^to  our  dominicyn,  to  bring  the 
fame  wares  into  our  treafure,  an4  bur  treafurers 
to  view  the  feme  wares,  and  to  take  into  our 
treafurie  of  the  fame  fuch  as  fhalbe  needefril  for 
vs.  And  all  fuch  wares  as  we  fltal  not  need,  our 
chancellour  to  redeliuer  the  fame,  and  after  the 
view  of  our  chancellours,  to  barter  it  freely  to 
whome  they  will,  not  felling  any  of  their  wares 
needfuH  for  vs,  before  our  chancellour  haue  feene 
the  fame.  And  all  other  grofTe  and  heauy  wares 
that  (halbe  needftill  to  our  vfe,  not  being  brought 
to  Mofgo  to  declare  and  tell  our  chancellour  of 
VOL.  iz.  MM  the 
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t^[iaripyKa:!^i,And  to  giiiie  a  note  thereof  by 
-^^MXMj  vand  ..bow  imjch  they  leaue  there^  j)0t 
•br^ought  to  ])i^i)[u» :  ;and  tiienif  we  neede  not  the 
fai4*waies^:tj^.^D^ih  fAaFchants,   their  feraants 

WW  to  ,\^ftft^gi?  t^r^atj  and  4b  to  'Coloiogqiod^ 
f^^M^lfewJi^e  atiXhei*:  pteafarft  there jto  barteraad 
f^lSk^.  ^Vl^Pr  fi^t  thofe  firstb-ei^^hftt  ik^iJAje  needelu) 
j^V"Our  tF^itfifl'ic,  ;:they  ft.all  »ot  hide,  from  vs  im 
fb^ycafe.  ...,  ..  .^  ,    -.^   ..-    .      :^:^ .  .. 

.  .  ^d  wkm  iHt  cfeaunedlottrs  fll?cillc  f fenjl ,  43^ 
^ducmtui*,  .jsvith  tBe  feid  inwchants  .or  A«t 
•fo6l^r»  th^-  tp-  take  our  aduentuncs  with  tiieo^ 
and  to  fell,  and  to  barter  for  fuch  warm  as  di^ibe 
>aieete  fer  i»r  trfeafiirie,  and  to.fetwtai&it  iftto^ur 
treafurie.        '.   v     ^  ■■ii:h  %r. 

:.  And_  when  \»^e  'ftall'ieftde^any-adftcfgktuie  iali) 
England^  th^  Our  r chanceHoar ;  to  ginte  thtfto.a 
yeeres  warQii^  that  their  ^ips^  i))ay49^:proiiided 
thereafter,  thsit  by  tajtH^.m^ef  our  waares,  thi^ 
leaue  not  their  ow9e  bel^wnde  them, 

•  And  to  take  our  jadu^lture  ye^j^y  wlien  th^ 
goe  into  Perfia. 

Neither  &al  the  englifli  mai)c)iai^ts  neeilie 
pr  colour  liny  of  dur  peoples  goods,  nor  barter  mor 
fel  it  in  any '\wj(e :  likewife  ourpeo|^  not  to  barter 
for  the  fuid  dn^lih  marobAiilts  or  .occtepy  for 

them- 

* 

:  •  IIL  And  when  they  fliall  fiOrtie  into  oiir  em^ 
;pir-e  of  C^&b  and  A%4<»n,  aad  other  places  qf 
7...  6  ./  y.  our 
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our  dominion),  then  our  captained  of  Ca&n 
.an4  Aftniicaa,  and  our  aathorifed  people,  quietly 
t^  irt  them  pafie,  not  taking' any  toU  or  cuf* 
|:Qme  of  their  wares,  nor  once  to  make  ieareh 
thereof.  4 

And  when  we  ihall  fend  no  aduenture  witk 
them,  yet  to  fufFer  them  freely  to  paffe,  not^ 
viewing  their  wares,  nor  taking  any  kinde  of 
jcuftome.  And  whatfotuer  tnglifh  marchant 
will  bargaine  with  our  marchanta  or  fk^oM 
Ware  for  ^are  to  barter  the  fame  at  their  pW 

iWe. 

And  Vhatfoeuer  tibeir  marchants  or  &£iors  wii 
fel  their  wares  at  their  houfe  at  Mofco,  which 
bpufe  I  granted  them  at  S.  Maxims  in  the  city 
of  Mofco,  they  to  &1  the  ware  to  our  people,  eitlier 
Grangers  as  they  may  beft  vtter  it,  keeping  withiii 
their  houfe,  arihlnes,  meafures,  and  waights  under 
feales. 

IV.  We  haue  graunted  them  the  faid  houfe  at 
S.  Maxims  in  the  halfe  free,  and  without  (landing 
rent,  as  heretofore  we  did  graunt  it  t6  thd  faid 
englilQi  mardiants,  iir  William  Garrard^  and  th( 
icrc»npaniie,  maintayning  in  t^  faid  houfe.  one 
botifekeeper  a  RuiTe,  and  t\^  Ruife  feruants,  or 
fome  of  their  owne  countrey  men,  and  none  other 
HjiSes  beitdes  they  aiibrefaid.  And  the  faid  houfe^ 
keepers  that  ihall  hue  at  their  houfe  with  the 
^jigliflt  marchants,  neither  to  bye  nor  fel  tiny 
Wares  for  them,  but  that  the  /aid  marchants  th^m* 

%i^  ^  (eltle^ 
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felues  or  their  fa6J:ors,  (hall  bye,  fell,  and  barter 
their  owne  wares  ;  Aiid  our  Mofcouie  marchants 
not  to  take  the  laid  Englillimens  wares  to  fell  them 
in  our  towncs,  nor  to  bye  any  wares  for  them, 
neither  the  c'nglifli  marchant  to  colour  any  Ruffes 
wares  at  any  towne, 

y.  'And  whatfoeuer  englilli  marchant  wil  fel 
his  :\rarcs  at  Colmogorod,  Dwyna,  Vologda, 
Yeriaflaue,  CaftraB,  Noubgrode  the  lower,  Cafan, 
Aftracan^  Nouogorode  the  great,  Vapfka,  the 
Narue,  Vriagorod,  or  at. any  other  townes,  they 
to  fel  their  wares  there  at  their  pleafure.  And  of 
al  wares  afwell  of  other  cbuJntreis  as  of  Ruffia,  no 
officer  or  other  to  take  any  cuftome,  neither  in 
any  place  to  itay  thecn  in  any  wife,  neither  take 
any  kinde  of  toll  of  them  for  their  wares  what- 
foeuer. 

VI.  And  whatfoeuer  marchant  fhal  bargaine  or 
bye  any  wares  of  cnglifh  marchants :  The  laid 
Ruffe  not  to  returnc  thofe  wares  upon  the 
marchants  handes  againe,  but  to  giue  readie  mo- 
ney for  the  &id  wares,  otlierwife  they  to  craue  the 
juftice  to  giue  right,  and  to  execute  the  la  we  vpon 

■ 

the  fame  With  all  expedition.  And  when  the 
englifti  nmrcharits  or  faftors  flial  trauaile  from 
Mofcouie  afltcr  the  difpatche  of  their  wares  and 
bufmes,  then  to  fhe>ve  themfelues  vnto  our  chan- 
cellours,  whatfoeuer  ware^j  of  theirs  fhall  goe 
from  Mofco,  they  not  to  fiiewe  the  fame  ^\  ares  to 

any 
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any  our  officers,  nor  pay  no  ciiilome  nor  toll  in^ 
any  place. 

VII.  If  it  fo  happen  the  engliih  marchants  haue 
any  wracke,.  and  the  ihippes  be  brought  to  any 
port  of  our  dominions,  we  to  command  the  faide 
goods  to  be  enquired  and  fought  out,  and  to  bee 
giuen  to  the  -  engliih  marchants,  being  here 
abiding  at  that  time  in  our  country,  the  fa<dors,- 
feruants,  .  or  deputies,  of  the  companie  afore- 
faid,  to  whom  we  haue  graunted  this  our  gratious 
letter.  ... 

And  if  there  happen  none  of  the  Engjiih 
niai;chants,  fa6iors,  feruants,  or  deputies  ta  bee  in 
Qur  countreis  at  fuch  time,  tiien*  we  will  all  the 
fttid  goods  to  be  fought  out  and.  bellowed  in  fome 
cOBuenient  place,  and  when  any  of  the  companie 
aforewritten,  bringing thefe  our  letters,. ihall  come 
for  their  goods^  we  to  conimaund  their  goods  to  be 
reftored  vnto  them.  .      •     ; 

VIII.  Likewife  wee  haue  graunted  leaue  to  the 
englifh  marchants,  their  gouemours,  confuls, 
^d  afliftants,  namely,  flr  William  Garraxd  knight, 
Rowland  Hayward,  and  the  companie  to  builde 
houfes  at  Vollogd),  Colmogro,  and  the  feafide,  at 
luangorode,  at  ChcrcU,  and  in  all  otlier  places 
of  our  dominions,  as  /hall  bee  needefuU  for 
their  trade.  And  they  to  keepe  at  the  laide  houfe 
one  hoiifekeepcr,  a  Ruffe,  and  two  or  three  men 
to  k^epe  their  wares  at  the  faid  houfes,  making  fale 
thereof  to  whome  they  will,  they,  their  laftors 

MM  3  or 
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Qr;dq>i;it{es::  the  iktd  faoufekeeper  not  to  imy  or 
fell  for  them. 

IX.  AMb  wee  hatie  gtuicn  and  grautited  to  the 
engUfli  mitrchants,  tiieir  houfe  Mrhich  t&ey  haue 
by  oiir  goddneffe  at  S.  Maxiibes  in  the  Zenopflde^ 
and  otfafer  their  houfes  in  the  toti^e  of  ^n^pikie, 
macfe  for  the  better  affurance  of  their  gotfds,  and 
all  fuch  as  they  ihall  iet  vp  hereafto*  fliall  be  of 
the  *  oprifiini,  and  will  make  llicin  knowen  to  all 
tHem  of  opriifini. 

X.  And  whereas  by  our  goodnes  we  ha\ie 
gtaunted  them  a  ropehoufe  at  Voldgda,  being 
feire  from  the  eoglifli  maxchant^  houfe,  nowe 
we  haue  giuen  thefai  to  builde  a  houfe  for  that 
yfe  by  the  faid  engliih  honfe,  and  haue  giuen 
and  graunted  them  (of  our  goodneffe)  ground, 
one  hundreth  aind  fourefcore'  fadome  long,  and 
fiftie  ladomes  in  breadth,  according  to  their  owne 
reqneft. 

XI.  AUb,  we  )iaue  of  our  goodneffe  giuen  and 
graunted  to  the  englifli  marchahts,  leaiie  to  boy 
them  a  houfe  at  Witchida,  and  there  to  (earch  out 
mines  of  yrbn.  And  where  they  flial  happily  finde 
it,  there  to  fet  vp  houfes  for  the  ihakitig  of  the 
fame  yron :  and  to  make '  the  £tme,  of  our  good- 

*  Opricbina  feeiBs  to  be  the  word  iatttftded ;  that  by  whkk 
was  denoted^  in  the  time  of  tzar  Ivan  Vaffillievitch  his  peculiar 
and  perfonal  property^  independent  on  the  crown.  See  Francis. 
Hoiter1iorsdi£iionary,  at  the  word,  which,  a^  well  as  Qprichnie, 
it  formed  from  opi^ich,  ftmKtt,  .btffidcs^ 

nelTe 


neffe  haue  gnauntedT/theov  woods,.  £ue'Dr;fike^milM 
c^m^^e  iboat  the  feid^iioafiss;  jto:tfacr;makiii^  ^f 
thefaid^yron,  iaiiKl  not  to  ^ice^e  :tKefeci^oii3^ 
and  liimts:  And  where  they  ifatdb^ciit  the^^kide 
wood,  lu^  to  fet  ^p*  any  village  or  farme  tlier^ 
bri^iiig  the  artificeips  fprinaking  of  their.  yi[oii^; 
oat  of  their  owne  countr^y,  and  to  leame  £SM 
people  that  arte,  and  fo  freely  occupy ing^e'fa^de 
ytoA  m  thefe  !our  dominioh^^  traafptttang  aifd  of 
theiame  home  into  England,  allowing:  ^nt  ^tnei^jr 
pound  one  dingo,  or  halfepenie. 

XLL  And  if  «ny  of  the  faid  yron.ihdlbe  fieedfiA 
£[>r  our  vi'0rke8)  tii^a  *we  to  take  of  the^iaide  5>ti»n 
to  our  worke,  vpon  agreement  of  price,  paying 
money  OQt  of  our  tfpeafari^^for  the  iame;  And 
when  the  faid  engliih  marchants  or  fa6U»s  ihsU 
fend  th^ir  owne  people  out  of.  our  realme.  into 
their  cOfintrey,  o^er  land  tiirough  any  cot^ntMy 
whatfoeuer,  ireely  to  fend  the  fame  wrth  our  wosid& 

XI IL  Alfo,  we  of  our  goodneffe  haue  graunted, 
that  if  any  man  mifuie  the  iaide  Engliih,  thtt 
favors  or  feruarits,  or  the  faide  etiglifli  marchants, 
thi^r  iaAors  or  feruants  abufe  any  other  at  Mo& 
couk^  or  any  other  out  townes  whatfoeuer  whiit« 
Olif  d^tyminions  in  trade  o^  marchandife'or  4»th€ft^ 
wHe,'  then  th^  to  faaue  vpright  iuftice  i!n.4dl 
fif(^  matters  of  our  counfaile  the  opfifinie  ^'vi^fJhk 

*  Qfritbnfi^  is  in  the  before<j[)9ndoQed  di JtionajyjQ^eiprj^t^ 
to  be  a  fpecies  of  guards,  pr^fidli  ijuli^aris  ^pecies^  In  the  tvf^i. 
cttzzTtym  Viffillievitch.    Vid.  xiVt  fiipra,      '   '  ••  *  '"^ 
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,  ^p*  I. 


SS$  £5TABLZS|IHBKT  OF  THE 

out  all  let  or  dthy ;  But  if  our  iuilice  may  not 
agree  the  parties,  then  lots  to  be  made,  and  to 
whofe  lotte '  it  ihall  iall,  to  hioi  the  right  to  hee 
giuen,  and  that  onely  our  couniaile  at  Mof« 
eouie,  and  none  of  our  captames^  or  authorifed 
pecq^k^  or  officers  in  any  (Aher  our  townes,  giue 
iudgement  vpon  the  faid  jengliih  marchants  for 
any  thing. 

XIV.  Alfo,  if  any  ftranger  ihal  haue  matter  of 
oontroueriie  with  any  engliih  marcbant,  fador  or 
femant,  s^biding  within  thefe  our  realmes,  or 
contrarywife  any  engliih  marchant,  fa^pr  or 
feruant,  againift  any  other  ftranger,  iu  all  thofe 
caufea  our  counfaile  of  the  oprifiinie,  to  giue 
them  juftice,  and  to  make  an  agreement  and 
ende  betweene  the  parties,  without  all  delaye; 
and  none  to  deale  therein,  faue  our  coun&ile  of 
the  opriiTmle :  XV.  And  if  any  man  haue  aftion 
againft  any  Ingliih  marchant  being  abfent,  that 
then  in  his  abfence  it  ihalbe  lawful  for  any  odier 
£ngliihman  at  his  aflignation  to  anfwere  his  cauie. 

XVI.  If  any  Engliihman  happen  to  be  wounded 
or  beaten  to  death,  or  any  Ru0e  or  (banger 
fliineror  beaten,  XVII.  Or  any  fiollen  goods  to 
be  found  in  the  faide  engliih  hbuies,  then  our 
couaiellers  to  caufe  the  guiltie  perfons  to  be 
ibught  out,  and  to  doe  ri^ht  and  juftice  in  the 
caufe,  and  the  partie  diat  is  guiltie,  if  he  deferue 
nuniil^ment,  to  be  corre£ied  accordingly  after  his 
offence,  that  the  faid  engliih  marchants,  fa^rs 

and 
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and  fouanta  fuftaine  thereby  no  hinderance  or 
damage*   ^ 

XVIII.  And  whatfi>euer  englifli  marchant,  &c- 
toil  ieniaoty  or  deputie,  ihalbe  guiltie  of.  any  &ult, 
deSenxtng  our  difpfeafure,  then  our  couniatlers  to 
caiufe  the  guiltie  partie  to  goe  vnder  fureties,  andr 
their  goods  to  be  fealed  and  kept,  vntill  our  plea- 
fure  bee  further  knowen^  and  our  counfaile  to  ex* 
amine  their  cfiFence,  and  fo  to  report  it  vnto  vs^ 
that  wee  may  command  what  iliall  bee  done 
therein,  and  none  other  to  be  arretted  or  haue 
their  goods  fealed,  which  are  not  guiltie  of  that 
offence,  nor  to  itay  or  apprehend  them  in  any  o£ 
our  dominions  for  thd  fame* 

XIX.  If  any  engliih  marchant,  fador  or  feruant 
ihal  ofiend,  it  ihalbe  lawful!  for  their  agent  to  doe 
iuflice  vpon  the  faid  partie,  or  fo  fend  him  home- 
into  England  at  hts  pleafure. 

XX.  If  any  englifli  marchant,  fa6lbr  or  feruant, 
haue  lent  or  hereafter  ihall  lende  money  to  any 
of  our  people,  or  credite  them  with  wares,  and 
fo  depart  into  any  foreigne  countrey,  or  die 
before  the  debt  bee  due  to  be  paide,  then  our 
people  and  marchants  to  paye  the  faide  debt,  to 
whom  foeuer  fhall  be  appointed  to  the  (kid  roome 
or  charge,  and  the  faid  englifli  marchant,  faftor> 
or  feruant,.  to  bring  his  bill  of  debt  to  our  coun- 
fell,  to  fliewe  them  what  is  due,  and  what  money, 
is  owing  them  for  any  wares :  and  thus  to  doe 
truly,  not  adding  any  whit  to  the  debt,  and  our 

counfiA 
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coun&l  to  commaud  the  debt  to  he  &i6iiutgiA 
vnto  the  englHli  marchaut^  fa&or^  or  ferftaii^ 
without  detay. 

XXL  And  whatioetter  etigli(h  marcliMit  (haU 
be  arrefted  for  debt,  then  our  counfell  to  command* 
the  partic  vnder  arreft  to  be  deliueted  to  die 
agent :  and  if  he  haue  no  fuertie,  to  bind  the 
agent  with  him^  for  the  better  force  ^  of  the 
bond. 

And  if  any  Englifliihan  be  endebted,  we  tvil] 
the  creditor  not  to  clift  him  in  priibn,  or  to  driEuer 
Mm  to  tbe  fergcJmt,  iefl  the  officer  lofe  him,  but 
to  talte  ware  in  pawne  of  the  debt 

XXII.  Alfo  of  our  goodhes,  we  haoe  granted 
the  ^nglffli  marchants  to  fend  our  commiffion  to 
all  our  townes,  captaines,  and  authoriied  meR, 
to  defende  and  gard  the  faide  nuirchants  from 
all  theeues,  robbers,  and  euill  difpofed  perfims. 

XXIII.  If  in  comming  or  going  to  and  irofUir 
dominions,  the  mar  chants,  the  factors,  or  feruants 
be  spoiled  on  the  fea,  our  couniell  iball  -fend  our 
letters,  and  will  them  to  be  fought  out,  and  where 
they  fhall  finde  the  goods,  caufe  it  to  be  reftored 
againe,  and  the  offender  to  be  puniihed,  according 
to  our  coinmandemenL 

XXIV.  Alfo  of  our  goodnes,  we  haue  granted 
the  faide  marchatrts  to  take  vp  brokers,  packera, 
wiyers,  and  fuch  like  labourers,  as  ihall  be  neede* 
ftill  for  them,  "paying  for  their  bier  as  the  laboi^ni 
and  they  fhall  xigree. 

XXV. 


XXV.  WelikewMeofbiirgooclneii,  liauelicenfed 
the  engliflk  rittVchaftts  in  our  tovrntt  of  Moiko, 
Nouogorode  the  great,  and  Pafko,  that  the  coined 
of  the  faid  townes  ilmfl  melt  dolters,  and  coinQ 
nftoney  for  them,  without  cuftottic,  allowing  for 
coales,  and  other  ncceffaries,  with  the  workeman- 

XXVI.  AFfo  of  our  goodiies,  wee  haue  granted 
to  the  faid  englifli  Merchants,  to  take  pofte  htn-fe  at 
needefuU  times,  leauing  with  our  oiBcera  a  note 
how  many  they  take,  and  not  els,  in  no  cafe  hitt-, 
dering  or  diminifting  our  treafurie. 

XXVI L  Alfo  for  oiir  filler  queene  Elizabeths 
fake,  we  of  our  goodnes  haue  granted  to  the  merch- 
ants within  written,  this  our  fetter,  and  to  their  fuc- 
ceffors,  that  no  Englifhman,  nor  any  oth^r  ftranger, 
come  Without  the  queen  eS  leaue  to  Colmogorod^ 
tlje  riuer  of  Vob,  Vafiagy,  Pechora,  Cowlaye, 
Mefeyne,  Pechmecoue,  Zeleutfkyes  iflahd,  the 
riuer  of  Shame,  nor  to  no  other  hauen  of  Dwina, 
nor  to  any  part  of  the  northfide  df  Dwina,  by 
heth^rward  of  Wardhoufe,  to  any  hauen,  with 
ilitppe,  buffe,  or  tfny  other  veffell,  nor  to  oc- 
du{>ie  in  any  kind  df  waies,  but  onely  the  faid 
englifli  companfe,  and  their  fucceffors,  to  whomc 
we  of  our  goodnes  haue  granted  this  priui- 
ledge. 

XXVIIL  Alfa  thiat  nb  englifli  merchant,  with- 
out  the  qtieenes  leaue;  (hall  come  with  any  wares, 
to  the  Name,  or  Vriogorode. 

XXIX, 
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XXIX.  And  wtiatibcuer  engliih  m^rdiant, 
ftranger,  or  other,  of  wliatfoeuer  countrey  he  be^ 
fiiall  come  with  any  fliippe,  bufle,  or  any  other  vef- 
fell,  to  any  of  the  faid  hauens,  of  the  north  fide,  to 
any  part  of  Dwina,  by  north  the  Narue,  or  Vriago- 
rode,  without  the  queenes  kaue  or  knowledge,  not 
being  of  the  company  aboue  written,  wee  to  appre- 
hende  and  take  the  fame  veiTell  from  thofe  ftrangers 
and  merchants,  the  one  halfe  to  vs  the  emperour„ 
and  great  duke,  ai;id  the  other  halfe  to  the  com- 
panic  of  engliflimerchantiL 

XXX.  Alfo  of  our  goodnes,  we  haue  granted 
the  {aid*oompanie  of  englifli  merchants,  that  no 
e^gliih  merchants  or  ftrangers  fliall  p^fl?  tbxougb 
Qur  domiAions^  to  Boghare,  Perfia,  Caibin,  Cliar- 
daye,  or  other  couutreies,  faue  onely  the  com- 
panie  of  englilh  merchants,  and  our  owne  mef« 
fengers. 

XXXL  Alfo  whatfoeuer  Englifhman,  comming 
out  of  England,  or  any  other  coiintrey,  into  our 
dominions,  without  the  qu^enes  leaue,  and  know- 
ledge, not  being  of  the  faid  companie,  written 
within  thofe  our  letters,  mind,  and  purpofe,  to 
j^jbide  in  dur  rcalme,  contrary  to  the  queene's  will 
and  pleafure,  oi  aiiy  way  abufe  himfclfe,  the  agent 
lUall  freely  fend  him  home,  to  the  (jueei^e  his  fo- 
ueraigne:  which  if  the  agent  of  himfelfe  be  vnablc- 
to  do,  let  him  pray  for  aide  of  the  captaines  and 
ofl^cers  of  our  towncs  there  being,  andfo  fend  liim 
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to  prifon,  and  will  the  faide  captaines  not  to  hinder 
'the  faid  agent  from  fending  home  fuch  euill  per- 
fons  into  Eoglaml 

XXXII,  And  if  any  man  ^vithin  our  countrey, 
ninne  away  to  any  other  towne,  or  place,  the 
englilh  mercliants,  and  faftors,   to  haue  free  ii- 

.  bertie  to  apprehende  hiin,  and  take  their  goods 
irom  him  againe. 

XXXIII.  And  as  for  our  priuiledge,  giuento 
Thomas  Glouer,  Ralfe  Rutter,  Chriftopher  Beftnet, 
lohn  Chappell,  and  their,  adherents,, we  hj^ue:coiiv- 
inanded  the  fame  priuiiedges  to  be. taken  froin 
them.  * 

.  XXXIV.  Alfo  we  of  our  goodnes  have  granted 
the  faid  company  of  enghfh  merchants,  tliek  fuc- 
/ceffbrs  feruants  and  deputies,  that  doe  or  fliall  re- 
maine  at  Mufko,  or  elfewhere  within  oui:  domi- 
^nions  freely  to  keepe  their  owne  lawe :  and  in  any 
-wife,  none  of  ours, to  force  them  to  our  lawe  or 
faith  againft  their  will 

Moreouer,  l?ei)des  and  with*  the  compania  of 
englilh  merchants,  we  permit  all  ftrang^rs,  to 
trade  to  our  towne  of  Name,  Vriogorode,  and 
other  qutf  tov^nes  of  Leifland,  as  they  haue  done 
Jbefore  tiin^.  From .  the  beginning  of  the  world 
ffOjTf*  in  the,  moneth  of  June  20.  indidlion  12. 
The  yecre  of  our  lordfliip  and  reigne  35.  and 
of  our  empire  of  EuflandSS,  Cafan  17.  Afira-^ 
can  16. 

Otba 
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Other  fpeciall  graunts  by  his  Afaiefties  priuate 
Tetters  at  the  fuite  of  Mafter  Randolph  ein- 
baffadour. 

Releasement  out  of  prifon  of  Fitzherberf^ 
that  was  accufed  for  writing  of  letters  againfl  the 
tinperour. 

Liberty  giuerito  ITiomas  Greene^  that  was  ac- 
euied  and  troubled  vpon'fufpicion  of  his  dealing 
with  the  embafladour,  and  licence  giuett  to  him  to 
traffique  as  he  was  accuftomed. 

Andrew  Atlierton  and  his  fureties  reieafed  at  the 
Karue  and  his  (eruaurit  at  the  Moiko,  that  were 
m  trouble  for  fending  the  merchants  letters  into 
^England. 

A  letter  graunted  to  Thomas  Southam  to  tha 
counfaile  for  iuftice  againft  them  that  ftole  the 
pearles. 

His  maiefties  fauour  promifed  to  the  artkicers, 
and  liuings  to  be  appointed  them  as  they  can  bck 
de&rue. 

A  letter  to  the  merchants  diat  went  into  Perfi^ 
-to  paffe  freely  without  impeachment  in  his  domi- 
nions, a^  aHb  betters  of  fauour  to  the  gi'cat  Shawe 
offerfia/ 

A  graunt  vnto  the  companie  that  at  what 
time  foeuer,  they  fend  to  the  difcovery  of  Catayat 

they 
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they  fhalbe  liceDfed  to  repaire  vnto  this  countrey 
;Bta4  hiui^  &td\  eondtt6ls  ami.  gui4e$i  fiaarnneiB^ 
'Veifeb,  ineb,  a»d  vi^ua^  as  they  S^\  fianrl  ia , 

'  1%  ig  alfo  prOQiiifed  by  kBeez  A1if%B^  '  and 
P^ter  Gregoriwidi  in  the:  ^ifiperoiirs  iiaiii^^  that 
;if  ;B^»et  Butler  or  any  EngHAman  complnwe, 
,def|ic€j,  iiindef  in  way  of  traffi(|ue^  or  otikerwife 
gee  abdut  to  difcredite  the  wdi^ffliipfiiU  conipa* 
me>  and  their  doinge^  that  tbeiem  tfeey  ihall 
not  bee  hapdfe,  and  the  doers  to  bee  puniihed, 
,m  Qi  fudi  caifed  they  Atalbee  iudged  to.  Jiaue  de- 
ferued. 

_  4 

Certaine  perfons  graunted  to  be  fent  home  into 
fSn^nd  tiiat  ferued  the  company,  and  were  prac- 
tJfeis  ngainft  tJjem  in  tljat  cmj»trey 
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A  Commiffion  giuen  by  vs  Thomas  Randolphp 
EmbaflTadour  for  the  Qucenes  Maieftie  in 
Ruflia,  and  Thomas  Bannifter,  &c.  vnto  lames 
Baflendine,  lames  Woodcocke,  and  Richard 
Browne,  the  which  Baffendine,  Woodcocke^ 
and  Browne  we  appoint  iointly  together,  and 
ayders,  the  one  of  them  to  the  other,  in  a 
voyage  of  difcouery  to  be  made  (by  the  grace 
of  God)  by  them,  for  fearching  of  the  fea,  and 
border  of  the  coaft,  from  the  riuer  Pechora,  to 

.   the  Eaftwardes,   as  hereafter  followeth,   Ann* 
1588-   The  firft  of  Auguft. 

IkprimiS)  when  your  barke  with  all  furniture 

is  ready,  you  ihall  at  the  beginning  of  the  yeere 

(as  foone  as  you  poflible  may)  make  your  repairc 

to  the  eafteme  part  of  the  riuer  Pechora,  where  is 

an  ifland  called  Dolgoieue,  and  from  thence  you 

fhall  paffe  to  the  eaftwardes  alongeft  by  the  fea 

coaft  of  Hugorie  or  the  mayne  lande  of  Pechora, 

and  fayling  alongft  by  the  fame  coaft,  you  ihall 

paffe  within  feuen  leagues  of  the  ifland  Vaigattes 

which  is  in  the  ftraight,  almoft  halfe  way  from 

the  coaft  of  Hugorie,  vnto  the  coaft  of  Nona 

Zembia,  which  ifland  Vaigattes  and  Noua  Zembia, 

you  fliall  finde  noted  in  your  plat,  therefore  you 

iliall  not'  neede  to  difcouer  it :  but  proceede  on 

alongeft  the  coaft  of  Hugorie,  towardes  the  riuer 

Obba. 

There 
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There  is  a  bay  betweene  the  faid6  Vaigattes, 
and  the  riner  Obba,  that  doth  byte  to  the  fouth- 
wardcsy .  into  the  lande  of  Hugorie,  in  which  bay 
are  two  fmall  riueirs^  the  one  calkd  Cara  Heca^ 
the  other  Narmfye,  as  in  the  paper  of  notes  which 
are  giaen  to  you  herewith  may  appea^re,  in  the 
which  baye  you  fhall  not  neede  to  fpende  any 
time  for  fearching  of  it,  but  to  direft  your  courfe 
to  the  tiuer  Ob,  (if  otherwife  you  be  not  conr 
flrained  to  keepe  alongfl  the  ihoare,)  and  when 
you  come  to  tlie  riuer  Ob,  you  ihall  not  enter  into 
it,  but  pafie  ouer,  vnto  the  eafteme  parte  of  the 
mouth  of  the  faid  riner. 

And  when  you  are  at  the  eafterne  part  of  the 
mouth  of  Obba  Reca,  you  ihall  from  thence  pafle 
to  the  eaft  wards,  alongft  by  the  border  of  the  faid 
coaft,  defcrtbing  the  fame  in  inch  perfeS;  order,  as 
ydu  can  befi'doe  it  You  ihall  not  leaue  the  faide 
coafte  or  border  of  the  land,  but  pafle  alongft  by 
it,  at  kaft  in  iight  of  the  fame,  vntill  you  haue 
ftiiled  by  it  fo  fkrre  tO'  the  eail wards,  and  the  time 
of  the  yeere  fo  fkrre  ipe^t,  that  you  doe  thinke  it 
tiTjae  for  you  to  retume  with  your  barke  to  winter, 
which  trauell  may  well  be  three  or  400.  leagues 
to  tlie  eafl^ards  of  the  Ob,  if  the  fca  doe  reach  fo 
farre,  as  our  hope  is  it  doth :  but  and  if  you  finde 
not  the  faid  co^ift  and  fea  to  trende  fo  farre  to  the 
eaftwarda,  yet  you  iliall  not  leaue  the  coaft  at  any 
time,  but  proceede  alongfl  by  it,  as  it  doth  tie, 
ieauing  no  part  of  it  vn&arched,  or  feene,  vnlelfe 
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it  be  fome  baye,  or  riuer,  that  you  doe  certainly 
kno>V  by  the  report  of  the  people,  that  you  lliaM 
finde  in  thofe  borders,  or  elfe  fome  certaine  tokens^ 
wherby  you  of  your  felues  may  iudge  it  to  be  fo. 
For  our  hope  is,  that  the  faid  border  of  land,  and 
fea,  doth  in  fliort  fpace  after  you  paffe  the  Ob,  in- 
cline ea(^  and  fo  the  fouthwardes.  And  therdbre 
we  woukl  haue  no  part  of  the  land  of  your  ftarre* 
boord  lide,  as  you  proceede  iq  your  difcouerie,  to 
be  left  vndifcoucred. 

But  and  if  the  faid  border  of  land  doe  not  in^ 
cline  fa  to  the  eaftwards,  as  we  prefuppofe  it,  but 
that  it  doe  prooue  to  incline,  and  trende  to  the 
north wardes,  and  fo  ioyne  with  Nona  Zenibla, 
making  the  fea  from  Vaigats  to  the  eaftwards 
but  a  l>aye :  yet  we  will  that  you  doe  keepe 
alongft  by  the  faid  coaft,  and  fo  bring  vs"  cer- 
'  f aiuc  report  of  that  forme  and  manner  of  the 
Ihine  have. 

And  if  it  doe  fo  prooiic  to  be  a  baye,  and  that 
you  haue  pafled  roundc  about  the  iame,  and  fo  by 
the  trending  of  tlie  land  come  backe  vnto  that 
part  of  Nona  Zembla,  that  is  againft  Vaigats, 
whereas  you  may  from  that  fee  the  faid  illand 
Vaigats,  if  the  time  of  the  yeere  will  permit  you, 
you  ihall  from  thence  paffe  alongft  by  the  faid 
border  and  coaft  of  Nona  Zembla,  to  the  weft* 
wards,  and  fo  to  frarch  whether  that  part  of  Nona 
Zembla  doe  ioyne  with  the  lande,  that  fir  Hugh 
.Wilfoiiglibie  difcouered  in  awno  53*  and  is  in  73. 

degrees 


degrees,  and  from  that  part  of  Noua  Zambia,  .1 20. 
leagues  to  the  weftwards,  as  your  plat  doth  fliewe 
it  vnto  you :  and  if  you  doe  finde  that  lande  to 
ioyne  with  Naua  Zembla,  when  you  come  to  it,  . 
you  fhall  proceede  further  along  the  fame  coaft^ 
if  the  time  of  the  ycere  will  permit  it,  and  diat 
you  doe  thinke  there  will  be  fufficient  time  for  you 
*o  returne  backe  with  your  barke  to  winter,  either 
at  Pechora^  or  into  Ruflia,  at  your  difcretion :  for 
we  referrc  the  fame  to  your  good  iudgenxents^ 
trailing  that  you  will  lofe  no  time,  that  may  fiir- 
.ther  your  knowledge  in  this  voyage. 

Note  you,  it  was  the  20.  of  Auguift,  56.^  ere 
the  Serchethrift  began  to  returne  backe  from  her 
difcouerie,  to  winter  in  Ruflia,  und  then  fhe  came 
from  the  ifland  ofVaigats,  being  forcibly  driuen 
from  thence,  with  an  eafterly  winde,  and  yce, 
apd  fo  fhe  came  into  the  riuer  Dwina,  and  ar* 
riued  at  Colmqgro,  the  11.  of  September,  56. 
If  the  yce  had  not  bene  fo  much  that  yeere, 
as  it  was,  in  the  Streights,  on  both  fides  of  the 
ifland  Vaigats,  they  in  the  faid  pinnefle,  would 
that  yeere  haue  difcouered  the  partes  that  you 
are  nowe  fent  to  fecke  r  whicli  thing  (if  it  had 
pleafed  God)  might  haue  bene  done  then :  but 
God  hath  referued  it  for  fome  other.  Which 
difcouerie,  if  it  may  be  made  by  you,  it  fliall  not 
pnely  proue  profitable  ynto  you,  but  it  will  alfo 
purchafe  perpetuall  fame  and  renowne,  both  to 
yoU;  and  our  countrey.  And  thus  not  doubting  of 
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your  willing  defires,  ancj  forwa^dnes  towards  the 
fame,  we  pray  God  to  blefle  you,  with  a  luckie 
Jbeginning,  fortunate  fuceeiie,  aiid  happily  to  ende 
the  fume.  *  Aoien. 


NecQifarie  notes  to  be  obferued,  and  foUowed  in 
: .  your  difcouerie,  as  hereafter  foUoweth. 

When  your  barke  with  all  furniture,  and  ne- 
ceffafies,  ihall  be  in  readines  for  you  to  depart  to 
-  the  fea  (if  it  be  that  you  take  your  barke  at 
S.  Nicholas,  or  any  part  of  Dwina  Reca)  you 
ihall  from  thence,  euen  as  timely  in  the  fpring 
as  the  yce  will  permit  you,  faile,  and  nfiake  all 
expedition  that  may  be,  vnto  the  mouth  of  the 
riuer  Pechora,  (as  your  coramiflion  doth  leade 
you)  ,and  as  you  patf^  by  the  coaft  all  alongft, 
notwithftanding  the  plat  that  iheweth  you.  the 
defcription  of  the  faid  coaft^  from  Dwina  vnto 
Vaigats, )  yet  you  fliall  feeke  by  all  the  raeanes 
that  you  can,  to  amend  the  fame  plat,  viing  as 
many  ohferuations,  as  you  pofTibly  can  doe :  and 
thefe  notes  following,  are  to  be  obferued  by  you 
principally. 

1,  Firft,  that  you  doe  obferue  the  latitude  as 
often,  and  in  as  many  places,  as  you  may  poffibly 
doe  it,  noting  diligently  the  place  where  you  doe 

fo  obferue  the  fame. 
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2.  Alfo  that  you  cioe  diligehtly  fet  with  your 
compaffe,  how  the  lapd  doth  lie  from  point  t<J 
point,  all  alongft  as  ydu  goe,  and  to  vfe  your 
iudgementes  howe  farre  there  may  bee  betwitene 
eche  of  them. 

3.  Item,  that  .you  doe  alwayes  vfe  td  drawe  the 
proportion,  and  byting  of  the  land,  as  well  the  ly- 
ing out  of  the  poyntes,  and  head  knds,  vnto  the 
v^hich  you  ihall  giue  fome  apt  names  (at  yocir  diir 
cretion)  as  alfo  the  forme  of  tlie  baye%  and  to 
ttale  fome  marke  in  drawing  the  forme,  atidbordel* 
of  the  fame,  where  the  high  clifFes  are,  and  where 
lowe  land  is,  whether  fandie  hitles,  or  whatfi^euer : 
omitte  not  to  note  any  thing,  that  may  be  fenfiblcf, 
and  apparant  to  you,  which  may  ferue  to  any 
purpoie. 

4.  In  paffing  along  by  any  Goaft,  that  you 
keepe  your  lead  going  often  times,  and  found,  sit 
the  leaft  once  eliery  glaffe,  and  oftener  if  you 
thinke  good  as  occafion  doeth  ferue,  and  note  dili- 
gently the  depth  with  the  maner  of  the  groutide, 
and  at  euery  time,  howe  farre  the  feme  ftmnding 
may  be.  from  the  next  Ihore  ta  it :  and  howe  the 
next  poynjt  or  head  land  doth  bearie  from  you. 
And  hi  the  fea  after  you  fet  off  from  your  porte, 
you  Aall  orderly  at  the  end  of  euery  foure  glaf&s 
founds  and  if  you  finde  ground,  note  the  depth 
and  what  grounde,  but  if  you  can  finde  no  ground, 
you  ihall  alfo  note  in  what  depth  you  could  finde. 
no  ground. 

N  N  3  5.  Alfo 


^50  ESTABLlSHMjNt  OF  THB^ 

$,  Alfo  that  you  doe  diligently  obierue  the 
flowing,  ami  ebbing  in  euery  place,  and  how  the 
Hides  do  fet,  which  way  the  flood  doth  come,  apd 
Jio^^  much  water  it  doth  high  iji  euery  place,  and 
what  force  the  iame  tide  hath  to  driue  a  fliip  in 
an  houre,  as  neere  as  you  can  iudge  it 
.  6.  Alfo  that  you  doe  feeke  ta  abferue  with  the 
jjiftrunaent,  which  I  deliuer  you  herewith,  accord^ 
)ng  as  I  taught*you  at  Rofe  ifland,  the  true  plat* 
formes,  and  diftances,  in  as  many  places  as  conue* 
•nieptly  you  may,  for  it  ferueth  very  aptly  your 
purpofe. 

7*  Alfo  that  you  take  with  you  paper  and  ynk^ 
and  keepe  a  continuall  ioumall,  or  remembrance 
day  by  day,  of  all  fuch  things  as  flial  fal  ^ut  wortb 
the  knowledge,  not  forgetting,  or  omitting  tO- 
write  it,  and  note  it^  thut  it  may  be  ihewed  an4 
read  at  your  retume. 

8.  Thefe  orders  if  you  ihall  diligently  obferuci 
it  will  bee  eafie  for  you  to  make  a  platte,  and  pcr^ 
fcGt  defcription  of  your  difcouerie^  and  fo  fliall 
your  notes  bee  fufficient  to  anfwere  that  which  jn 
looked  for  at  your  haudes.  But  withall  yoij  jnzj 
not  forgette,  to  note  as  manie  thinges  as- you  can 
Icarne  and  vnderflande  by  the  repoite  of  anie 
people  whatfoeuer  they  be,  fo  that  it  appertaine 
any  way  to  pur  defires,  .  And  thus  the  Lofd  Qod 
profper  your  voyage.     AweR, 


Certaiae 
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Certaine. letters  in  verfe,  written  by  Mafter  Georgo 
Turberuile  out  of  Mofcouia,  which  went  as 
Secretarie  thither  with  Mafter  Thomas  Ran- 
dolph, her .  Maiefties  Embafladour  to  the  Em- 
perour  1568.  to  certaine  friends  of  his  in  Lon- 
don, delcribing  the  manners  of  the  Countrey, 
and  people. 

^  To  his  efpeciall friend  Majler  EdiCard  Dancie, 

MY  Dancic  deere>  when  I  recount  within  my  brcft, 

JKy  London  friends,  and  wonted  mates,  and  thee  aboue  the  reft  i 

I  feele  a  thoufand  fittes  of  deepe  and  deadly  woe^ 

To  thinke  that  I  from  land  to  fea,  from  bliffe  to  bale  did  goe, 

I  left  my  natiye  foyle,  full  like  a  retchlcffe  man, 

And  vnacquainted  of  the  coaft,  among  the  Ku flies  ran  9 

A  people  paifing  rude,  to  vices  vile  inclinde, 

Folke  fitte  to  be  of  Bacchus  trayne,  fo  quaffing  is  their  kindc* 

Drinke  is  their  whple  defire,  the  pot  is  ali  their  pride, 

The  ibbreA  head  doeth  once  a  day  ftand  ncedfull  of  a  guide* 

If  he  to  banquet  bid  his  friends,  he  will  not  (hrlnke 

On  them  at  dinner  to  beftowe  9  dou^en  kindes  of  drinke ; 

Such  iipour  as  they  haue,  and  9s  the  countrey  giues. 

But  chiefly  two,  one  called  kuas,  whereby  the  mpuflke  liues; 

Small  ware  and  water  like,  but  fomewhat  tarte  in  taAe, 

The  reft  is  meade  of  honie  made,  wherewith  their  Uppes  they  baftc* 

And  if  he  goe  vnto  bis  neighbour  as  a  guefti 

fie  cares  for  little  mcate,  if  fo  his  drinke  be  oHhe  beft* 

^o  wonder  though  they  vfe  fuch  vile  and  beaftly  tradet 

$ith  with  the  hatchet  and  the  hand,  their  chicfeft  gods  be  made^ 

Their  idoles  haue  their  heartes,  on  God  they  neuer  caU, 

Vnlefle  it  be  (Nichola  Bough)  that  hangs  againft  the  wall^^ 

7he  houie  that  hath  no  god,  or  paynted  (amt  within^ 

}$  pof  to  be  reforted  tooy  that  roofe  ia  full  of  iinne* 

N  N  4  ,^„ 
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Befides  their  priuate  gods,  in  open  places  (land 

Their  crcifles  vnto  which  they  crooche,  and  bleffe  themfeloes  with  hand. 

Deuoutiy  downe  they  dacke*  with  forehead  to  the  g^onndy 

Wal  neoer  more  deceit  in  ragges,  and  greaOe  garments  found. 

Aimof^  the  meaneft  man  in  all  the  conatrie  rides. 

The  woman  eke  againft  our  vfe,  her  trotting  horfe  beftrides. 

In  fundry  colours  they  both  men,  and  women  goe, 

In  buflcins  all,  that  money  hane  on  buftins  to  beftoe. 

Sche  woman  hanging  hath  a  ring  within  her  eare, 

IVbicb  all  of  auncient  vfe,  and  fome  of  very  pride  doe  weare. 

Their  gate  is  very  braue,  their  countenance  wife  and  fiidde. 

And  yet  they  follow  fleihly  luftes,  their  trade  of  liuing  btdde. 

It  is  no  (hame  at  all  accounted  to  defile 

Anothcrs  beddt,  they  make  no  care,  their  foUies  to  ooncile. 

Is  not  the  meaneft  man  in  all  the  land  but  hee« 

To  buy  her  paynted  colours  doth  allow  his  wife  a  fee. 

Wherewith  ihe  deckes  her  felfe,'and  dyes  her  tawnie  ikinnef 

She  prankes  and  paintes  her  fmoakie  face,  both  browe,  lippe,  cbecke,  and 

chinne. 
Yea  thofe  that  honeft  are^  if  any  fuch  there  bee 
Within  the  lande,  doth  vfe  the  like :  a  man  may  plainely  fee 
Vpon  fome  womens  cheekes  the  paynting  how  it  lyes. 
In  plaifter^fort  for  that  too  thicke,  her  face  the  harlot  dies. 
But  fuch  as  ikllfuU  are,  and  cunning  dames  indeede, 
By  daily  praftife  doe  it  well,  yea  fure  they  doe  exceede. 
They  lay  their  colours  (o,  as  he  that  is  full  wife. 
May  eafily  be  deceiu'd  therein,  if  he  doe  truft  his  eyes. 
I  not  a  little  mufe,  what  madnes  makes  them  paint 
Their  faces,  waying  how  they  keepe  the  ftooue  by  meere  oooftralnt. 
For  feldome  when,  vnlefle  on  church  or  marriage  day 
A  man  (hail  fee  the  dames  abroade,  that  are  of  beft  aray. 
The  RufBe  meanes  to  reape  the  profit  of  her  pride, 
And  fo  he  mewes  her^  to  be  fure  (he  lye  by  no  mans  (ide* 
Thus  much  friend  Dancie,  I  did  meanc  to  write  to  thee. 
To  let  thee  weete  in  RuflOa  land,  what  men  and  women  bee. 
Hereafter  I  perhaps  of  other  thinges  will  write 
To  thee,  and  other  of  ray  friendes,  which  I  (ball  fee  with  fight : 
And  other  (luffe  befides,  which  true  report  (hall  teU, 
Mcane  while  I  ende  my  louing  lines,  and  bid  thee  now  hrcvdL 

To 
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To  Spencer. 


IF  I  fliould  now  foisvty  or  not  remcmb«r  tliet^ 
Thou  Spencer  migbteit  a  fouk  rcbukt«  ^ad  (h«int  impute  to  m9u 
For  I  to  open  flievr  did  lone  th«e  paffing  weily 
And  thou  «ert  he  at  pvrturey  whom  I  loathde  to  bid  farcwelU 
And  as  I  went  thy  fvAefld»  io  I  cbotiAiie  MX, 
No  better  prQo£e  thou  canft  then  this  defire  of  true  good  wUt 
I  doe  remember  weU  wheA  needei  1  /hon^  away. 
And  that  the  pofte  woulde  licence  tSi  no  longer  time  to  Hay : 
Thou  wrongil  mb  by  the  &ft»  and  holding  faft  my  hand» 
Didft  c|^ue  of  me  t9  fend  thee  n^wes,  and  h»w  I  liked  the  laad* 
It  is  a  fandle  liiile*  no  very  fruitful!  Taine, 

More  wafte  and  wooddie  grounds  there  are,  then  doies  fit  lor  gmme^    . 
Yet  graine  there  growing  isy  which  they  vntimely  take, 
ilnd  cut  or  eare  the  come  be  ripe^  they  mowe  it  on  a  Aafccw 
And  laying  iheafe  by  flicafe,  their  harueft  fo  they  drie. 
They  make  the  greater  hafte^  for  feare  the  koSt  the  come  dc&rvf. 
For  in  the  winter  time,  lb  glarie  is  the  ground. 
As  neither  graffe,  nor  other  graine,  in  paftures  may  be  ioumi* 
In  corns  the  cattell  then,  the  iheepe,  the  colt,  the  cowe, 
Fafl  by  his  bed,  the  mowfike  then,  a  lodging  doth  allowep 
Whom  be  with  fodder  feedes,  and  holds  as  deere  at  life  s 
And  thus  they  weare  the  winter,  with  the  mowfike  and  his  wife* 
Seuen  months  the  winter  dures,  the  glare  it  is  fo  great, 
As  it  is  May  before  he  tume  his  ground  to  (owe  his  wbeate* 
The  bodies  eke  that  die,  vi)buried  lie  they  then, 
l^id  vp  in  coffins  maHe  of  firre,  as  well  the  pooreft  mei^ 
As  thofe  of  greater  ftate :  the  caufe  is  lightly  found. 
For  that  in  winter  time,  they  can  not  come  to  breake  the  ground* 
And  wood  fo  plenteous  is,  ijuite  throughout  all  the  land 
As  rich,  and  poore,  at  time  of  death  aflurd  of  coffins  iUn4» 
Perhaps  thou  mufeft  much,  how  this  may  ftaad  with  reafoiL 
That  bodies  dead  can  vncorrupt  abide  Co  long  a  feafon. 
Take  this  for  certaine  trothe,  as  ibon  as  heate  is  gone. 
The  force  of  colde  the  bodie  binds  as  hard  as  any  ftone, 

Without 
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WltboQt  offence  at  all  to  any  liuing  thing : 

And  fo  &cy  lye  in  perfefl  ftate,  till  next  returne  of /prioge. 

Their  beafts  be  like  to  ours^  as  farre  as  I  can  fee 

For  (bape,  and  fliewe,  but  fomewhat  Icfie  of  bulke,  and  bone  they  bew 

Of  watriAi  tafte,  the  fle(h  not  6rme,  like  EngUih  beefe» 

And  yet  it  ferns  them  very  welH  and  is  a  good  releefe  t 

Their  (beepe  are  Ttry  fmall^  (harpe  fingled,  handfull  longt 

Great  (lore  of  fowle  on  fea  and  land,  the  mooriih  reedes  amonge* 

The  greatnes  of  the  ilore,  doth  make  the  prices  lefle^ 

Befides  in  aU  the  land  they  knowe  not  how  good  meate  to  drefle. 

They  vfe  neither  broach  nor  fpit,  but  when  the  ftooue  they  heate. 

They  put  their  viduals  in  a  pan,  and  fo  they  bake  their  meaite. 

Ko  pewter^o  be  had,  no  diihes  but  of  wood. 

No  vfe  of  trenchew,  cups  cut  out  of  byrche  are  very  good. 

They  vfe  but  wooden  fpoones,  which  hanging  in  a  caiV,  « 

Eache  mowiike  at  his  girdle  ties,  and  thinfces  it  no  difgrace* 

With  whitles  two  or  three,  the  better  man  the  moe* 

The  eheefeft  Ruffies  in  the  land,  with  fpoone  an^  knhset  doe  goe« 

Their  houfes  are  not  huge  of  building,  but  they  fay^ 

They  plant  them  in  the  loftiefl  ground,  to  (hift  the  fnowe  away. 

Which  in  the  winter  time,  eache  where  full  thicke  they  lie, 

•Which  makes  them  haue  the  more  defire,  to  fet  their  houfes  high* 

No  ftone  worke  is  in  vfe,  their  roofes  of  rafters  be^ 

One  linked  in  another  fail,  their  wals  are  ail  of  tree* 

Of  mafts  both  long,  and  large,  with  mofle  put  in  betweene» 

To  keepe  the  force  of  weather  out,  I  neuer  carft  haue  feenc 

A  grofle  deuife  fo  good,  and  on  the  roofe  they  lay 

The  birchen  barke,  to  rid  the  raine,  and  fudden  (howres  away* 

In  euery  roome  a  floue,  to  ferae  the  winter  tume^ 

Of  wood  they  haue  fufficient  (lore,  as  much  as  they  can  bume. 

They  haue  no  English  giaffe,  of  flices  of  a  rocke 

Hight  fluda,  they  their  windowcs  make,  that  EnglUh  ghUTe  doth  iaoclse« 

They  cut  it  very  thinne,  and  fowe  it  with  a  chred  ^ 

In  pretie  order  like  to  panes,  to  ferue  their  prcfent  neede* 

No  other  glaflie  good  faith,  doth  glue  a  better  light  t 

And  fure  the<rocke  is  nothing  rich,  the  coft  is  very  flight*- 

The  chiefeft  place  is  that,  where  hangs  the  god  by  it. 

The  owner  of  the  houfe  himfelfe  doth  ncuer  flti 
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Vnlcfle  his  better  cgmei  to  whom  he  3redds  the  featy 

7he  ftranger  bending  to  the  god,  the  ground  with  brow  vtHoSi  bcaU' 

And  in  that  very  place  which  they  moft  iacred  deeme» 

The  ftranger  lyes :  a  token  that  his  goeft  he  doth  eilecme. 

Where  he  is  wont  to  haue  a  beares  flunne  for  bis  bed. 

And  mud  in  ftead  of  pillow,  clap  his  faddle  to  his  head* 

In  Ruffia  other  fblft  there  is  not  to  be  had, 

For  where  the  bedding  is  not  good,  the  boalders  are  but  bad* 

1  mufed  very  much,  what  made  them  fo  to  lie, 

Sith  in  theyr  countrey  downe  is  rife,  and  feathers  out  of  crie  i 

Unlefle  it  be  becaufe  the  countrey  is  io  hard. 

They  feare  by  nicenefle  of  a  bed  theyr  bodyes  would  be  mard* 

I  wiiht  thee  oft  with  us,  faue  that  I  flood  in  feare 

Thou  wouldft  haue  loathed  to  haue  layd  thy  limmes  irpoo^a  beartf 

As  I  aa4  Stafford  did,  that  was  my  mate  in  bed  i 

And.  yet  (we  thanke  the  God  of  beauen]  we  both  right  well  haue  IJpedL 

l^oe  thus  I  make  an  end :  none  other  newes  to  thee^ 

But  that  the  countrey  is  too  colde,  the  people  beaOly  bee* 

I  write  not  all  I  know,  I  touch  but  heere  and  there^ 

For  if  I  (hould,  my  pen  would  pinch,  and  eke  offend  I  feare. 

Who  fn  (hall  reade  this  verfe,  coniedure  of  the  reft, 

And  thinke  by  reafon  of  our  trade,  that  I  dQ  thinke  the  befl« 

But  if  no  traffike  were,  then  could  I  boldly  pen 

The  hardneffe  of  the  foile,  and  eke  the  maners  of  the  nnciit 

They  iay  the  lions  paw  giues  iudgement  of  the  beaft : 

And  io  may  yoo  decnc  of  the  greaty  by  reading  of  the  leaft. 


To 
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To  Parker. 

MY  Parker^  paper,  pen,  and  inke  were  made  to  write» 
And  idle  heads,  that  little  do,  haue  leifure  to  indite  :  ' 

Wherefore,  refpe£king  thefe,  and  thine  aiTured  loue, 
K  I  would  write  no  newes  to  thee,  thou  might'ft  my  pen  rtprooe* 
And  fithence  fortune  thus  hath  (hou*d  my  fliippe  on  ihore* 
And  made  me  feeke  another  realme  vnfeene  of  me  before  s 
The  maner$  of  the  men  I  purpofe  to  declare. 
And  other  priuate  points  befides,  which  ftrange  and  geazon  are* 
The  Rufiie  men  are  round  of  bodie^  fully  fafte, 
The  greateft  part  with  bellies  bigge  that  ouerhang  the  waftey 
Flat  headed  for  the  moil,  with  faces  nothing  faire, 
But  browne,  by  reafon  of  the  ftoue,  and  clofenefle  of  the  ^e : 
It  is  theyr  common  vfe  to  (haue  or  els  to  (heare 
Theyr  heads  for  none  in  all  the  land  long  lolling  locks  doth  weare* 
Unleffe  perhaps  he  haue  liis  fouereigne  prince  difpleasM^ 
For  then  he  neu^r  cuts  his  haire,  vntill  he  be  appeasM. 
A  certaine  iigne  to  know  who  in  difpleafure  be, 
For  euery  man  that  viewes  his  head»  will  (ay,  Loe  this  is  he. 
And  during  all  the  time  he  lets  pis  locks  to  grow. 
Dares  no  man  for  his  life  to  him  a  face  of  friendfhip  fliow. 
Theyr  garments  be  not  gay,  nor  handfome  to  the  eye, 
A  cap  ak>ft  theyr  heads  they  haue,  that  Aandeth  very  hye. 
Which  oolpacke  they  do  terme.    They  weare  no  ruffes  at  all  x 
The  hcCt  haue  coUers  fct  with  pearle,  which  they  rubafca  calL 
Theyr  Ihirts  in  Ruffie  long,  they  worke  them  downe  before. 
And  on  tJfic  ileeues  with  coulered  filks^  two  inches  good  and  toon 
Aloft  theyr  ihirts  they  weare,  a  garment  iacket  wife 
Hight  onoriadka,  and  about  his  burlie  wafte  he  tyes 
His  portkies,  which  in  ftead  of  better  breeches  bee  : 
Of  linnen  cloth  that  garment  is,  no  codpiece  is  to  fee. 
A  payre  of  yamcn  (locks  to  keepe  the  colde  away, 
Within  his  boots  the  RufHe^weares,  the  heeles  they  vnderlaF 
With  clouting  clamps  of  fteele  (harpe  pointed  at  the  toes* 
And  ouer  all  a  fuba  furd,  and  thus  the  Ruflic  goes. 

Wdl 


-SNGXiISH  IN.  RUSSIA.  6S7 

WeQ  butned  is  the  fube»  according  to  bis  ftate, ' 

Some  filke,  of  filuer  other  fomc,  but  thofe  of  pooreft  rate 

Do  weare  no  fubes  at  all,  but  grofler  gownes  to  fight, 

That  reacheth  downe  beneath  the  calfc,  and  that  armacha  hight  t 

Thefe  are  the  Ru flies  robes*    The  riched  vfe  to  ride 

From  place  to  place,  his  fcruant  mnoes*  and  foUowres  by  his  fide. 

The  caflacke  beares  his  felt,  to  force  away  the  raine  i 

Their  bridles  are  not  very  braue*  their  faddles  are  but  plaiiie* 

No  bits  but  fnaffles  aUt  of  birch  their  faddles  bee. 

Much  iaihioned  like  the  Scotiih  feats,  broad  flacks  to  keep  the  knet 

From  fweating  of  the  horfe,  the  pannels  larger  farre 

And  broader  be  then  ours,  they  vfe  (hort  ftirrups  for  the  warre  t 

For  when  the  Ruffile  is  purfued  by  cruell  foe. 

He  rides  away,  and  fuddenly  betakes  him  to  his  boe» 

And  bends  me  but  about  in  faddle  as  he  fits» 

And  therewithal!  amids  his  race*  his  following  foe  he  hits* 

Theyr  bowes  are  very  fbort,  like  Turkie  bowes  outright, 

Of  ilnowes  made  with  birchen  barke,  in  cuanlog  maner  dighu 

Small  arrowes,  cruell  heads,  that  fell  and  forked  bee. 

Which  being  (hot  from  out  thofe  bowes,  a  crueli  way  will  flee« 

They  feldome  vfe  to  (hoo  their  horfe,  vnlefle  they  vfe  to  ride 

In  poil  vpon  the  frozen  fluds,  then  caufe  they  (ball  not  flide^ 

He  fets  a  (lender  calke,  and  fo  he  rides  his  way.  • 

The  horfes  of  the  countrey  go  good  fourefcore  verfts  a  day. 

And  all  without  the  fpurrc,  once  pricke  them  and  they  ikippe, 

IQot  go  not  forward  on  their  way,  the  Ruflie  hath  his  whippe 

To  rappe  him  on  the  ribbes,  for  though  all  booted  bee. 

Yet  fhall  you  not  a  payre  of  fpurres  in  all  the  countrey  fee. 

The  common  game  is  chefle,  almoit  the  fimpleil  will 

Both  giue  a  checke  and  eke  a  mate,  by  praAife  comes  theyr  (kiil* 

Againe  the  dice  as  fail,  the  pooreft  roges  of  al 

Will  fit  them  downe  in  open  field*  and  there  to  gaming  falL 

Their  dice  are  very  fmalJ,  in  faihion  like  to  thofe 

Which  we  do  vfe,  he  takes  them  vp,  and  ouer  thumbe  he  throwet 

Not  fliaking  them  a  whit,  they  caft  fufpiciouflle, 

And  yet  I  deeme  them  void  of  art  that  dicing  mofi  applle. 

At  play  when  filuex  lacks  goes  faddle,  horfe  and  all. 

And  ech  thing  els  worth  fiiuec  waUces,  although  the  price  be  (JoalL 

Becairfe 


558  THTAtttinutVT  of  inz 

Bccanfe  thoQ  loueft  to  play  friend  Parker  other  whilcy 
I  wiih  thee  there  the  weary  day»  with  dicing  to  beguile. 
But  thou  wcart  better  fare  at  homei  I  wifl  it  well, 
Aod  wouldeft  be  loath,  among  fueh  lowts  fo  long  a  time  dwelL 
Then  ludge  of  vs  thy  friends,  wliat  kinde  of  life  we  had, 
That  neeie  the  frozen  pole  to  wafte  our  weary  dayes  were  glad* 
In  fuch  a  fauage  foile,  where  Uwes  do  beare  no  fway^ 
But  all  is  at  the  king  his  will,  to  faue  or  els  to  ilay. 
And  that  fans  cauie  God  wot,  if  To  his  minde  be  Aich, 
Bat  what  meane  I  with  kings  to  deale,  we  ought  no  faints  to  toucb^ 
Conceiue  the  reft  your  felfe,  and  deeme  what  lines  they  le^d, 
Where  hill  Is  law,  and  fubieOi  liue  continnally  in  dread. 
And  where  the  beft  ellates  haue  none  aiTurance  good 
Of  lands,  of  liues,  nor  nothing  falles  vnto  the  next  of  blood. 
But  all  of  cudome  doth  vnto  the  prince  redowne, 
And  all  the  whole  reuenoe  comes  vnto  the  king  his  crowne* 
Good  faith  1  fee  thee  mufe  at  what  I  tell  thee  now. 
But  true  it  is,  no  choice,  but  all  at  princes  pleafure  bow. 
So  Tarquine  ruled  Rome  as  thou  remembreft  well, 
And  what  his  fortune  was  at  la{(,  I  know  thy  felfe  Canft  tell. 
Where  will  in  common  weale  doth  beare  the  onely  fway, 
>  And  luft  is  law,  the  prince  and  realme  muft  needs  in  time  decay. 
The  ftrangenefiTe  9f  the  pbce  is  fuch  for  fundry  things  I  fee. 
As  if  I  would  f  can  not  write  ech  prluate  point  to  thee. 
The  colde  is*  rare,  the  people  rude,  the  priWce  fo  full  of  pride. 
The  realme  (b  ilored  with  monks  and  nunnes,  and  pneds  on  euerf 

fide: 
The  maners  arci  fo  Turkle  like,  the  men  fo  full  of  gnile, 
The  women  wanton,  temple*  Auft  with  idols  that  defilt 
The  feat*  that  f«cfed  ought  to  be,  the  cuitomes  are  fo  quaint. 
As  if  I  would  defcribe  the  whole,  I  feare  my  penne  would  faint.    ^ 
In  fumme,  I  fay  I  neuer  faw  a  prince  that  fo  did  raigne, 
Kor  people  fo  befet  with  faints,  yet  all  but  vile  and  vaine. 
Wilde  Irith  are  as  ciuill  as  the  RuHies  in  theyr  ktnde. 
Hard  choice  which  is  the  htd  of  both  ech  bloudy,  rude  and  btind^e 
If  thou  be  wife,  as  wife  thou  art,  and  wilt  be  ruide  by  me, 
Uue  ftill  at  home,  and.  couet  not  thofe  barbarous  coaAs  to  fee. 
Ko  good  befalles  a  man  that  feeks,  and  findes  no  better  place, 
-.  Ho  tiuitt  Ottftomf s  to  bt  leartkd}  where  God  beAovve$  no  gract» 

AnI 
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Aird  ttudie  ill  they  do  defenie  to  bt  belouM  of  God, 
That  neither  loue  nor  iUnd  in  awe  of  his  aflurtd  rod : 
Which  though  be  longt  yet  plagues  at  lad  the  vile  and  btaftly  fort 
Of  finfuU  wights,  that  all  in  vice  do  place  theyr  chiefeft  fport. 
Adieu  friend  Parker*  if  thou  lift,  to  know  the  Ruflei  weli. 
To  Sigifoiundus  booke  repayre,  who  all  the  trueth  can  teU : 
For  he  loi^  earft  in  meflage  went  vnto  that  fauage  king. 
Sent  by  the  Pole,  and  true  report  in  ech  refped  did  bring. 
To  him  1  recommend  my  felfe,  to  eafe  my  penne  of  paine^ 
And  now  ai  lad  do  wilh  thee  well,  and  bid  farewell  againe* 


From  this  period,  till  the  death  of  Ivan  Vaflil- 
lievitch  II.  the  englifh  commerce  to  RuiTia,  fome 
few  interruptions  excepted,  went  on  in  as  flouriili'- 
ing  a  manner  as  could  reafonably  be  exped:ed 
of  fo  young  a  branch  of  trade.  The  company 
cftabliihed  colonies  in  feveral  parts  of  the  empire. 
Their  grand  fettlement  was  at  Mofco;  at  Nov- 
gorod and  Vologda  they  had  houfes,  and  in 
Kholmogor  even  landed  property.  The  principal 
articles  at  firft  exported  by  the  Engliih,  coniifled 
in  furs,  hides,  mails,  hemp,  flax,  cordage,  tallow, 
train-oil,  pitch,  tar  and  leather.  TKeir  import 
trade  extended  to  broad  cloths,  filk  and  cotton 
fluffs,  trinkets,  fugar,  paper,  copper, .  lead,  &c. 
The  number  of  englifli  fliips  employed  in  fetch- 
ing and  carrying  thefe  commodities  was  gradually 
increafing;  in  the  year  1582  it  amounted  to  nine. 

6  At 
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At  firft  Kholmogor  fcrved  them  as  their  chief 
mart :  on  Randolph's  coming  to  Ruffia,  the  port 
of  St  Nicholas,  confifted,  befides  the  monaftery, 
of  only  nmc  houfes.  The  firft  fteps  for  conftruA- 
ing  a  proper  town  were  made  in  1584,  the  year 
in  which  Ivan  II.  died ;  and  when  finiflied  it  ob- 
tained the  name  of  New  Kholmogor.  In  the 
year  1657,  having  been  entirely  confumed  by 
fire,  it  was  completely  rebuilt  of  brick,  by  the 
affiftance  of  the  foreigners  Peter  Marfelis  and 
William  Scharf,  when,  from  the  adjacent  monaf- 
tery  of  the  archangel  Michael,  it  was  named  Ar- 
changehk* 

•  Tlie  great  and  exchifive  privileges  that  were 
■granted  to  the  Englifli  by  Ivan  VaiiilUevitclv  may 
to  fome  perfons  appear  contradiSory  to  the  known 
policy  of  that  prince ;  in  order  to  explain  this 
indulgence,  we  muft  be  acquainted  with  the  fecret 
hiftory  of  the  ruffian  court  at  that  time.  The 
hatred  entertained  by  the  tzar  againfi  the  Han& 
and  Livonia  was  certainly  one  concurrent  caufe ; 
but  a  motive  of  ftill  greater  force  was  in  the  6l- 
vourablc  prepofleffions  which  Ivan  bad  conceived 
for  the  Englifli,  and  in  the  fubjefts  of  the  private 
.corre^ondence  which  he  carried  cat  with  queen 
jLlizabeth,      His  frequent  afts   of   fevcrity   and 

•  Hexm't  Encyd.  33.  Lepekbin's  travek^  tem.  iii.  p.  2oB. 
—  Tfchttlkof,  parti,  torn.  i.  p.  3 5 J.  erroacoufly  places  tlie 
building  of  Archangel  in  the  year  1667. 

1  cruelty 


crvel^  eiiercifed  againft  his  fubje6l$,  which  had 
procured  him  the  iuruame  of  the  Terrible ;  his 
numerous  innovations,  which  militated  with  the 
fuperftiticMi  and  the  prejudices  of  his  country, 
bad  worked  up  the  minds  of  the  people  to  fuch  a 
pitch,  that  even  the  fierce  Ivan  himfelf  could  jiot , 
remain  without  difquietude.  He  could  put  fo 
little  confidence  in  the  apparent  fubmiffivencfs  of 
bis  fubjefts,  that  he  procured  an  aflurauce  from 
queen  Elizabeth  that  he  Hiould  find  ah  aiylum  iit 
her  dominions,  in  cafe  of  a  revolution  in  his  own. 
With  this  negotiation  another  was  combined,  re- 
lating to  a  propofal  of  marriage  with  lady  Ann^ 
Haftings,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Huntingdon.  — 
The  truth  of  thefe  faSs  is  eftabliflied  by  original 
records  firbfifting  among  the  archives  in  the  coL- 
Jega  of  foreign  affairs  at  Mofco. 

On  thefe  premifes  the  readinefs  of  the  tzar  tp 
fistvour  the  commercial  monopoly  of  the  Englifh, 
is  eafily  explained ;  though  at  the  fame  time  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  likewife  gratitude  and  po- 
licy feem  to  have  had  fome  ihare  in  this  a£l  of 
complaifance.  It  was  but  reafonable,  that  the 
inventors  of  a  npw  branch  of  commerce,  fo  ad- 
vantageous to  Ruffia,  and  attended  with  fo  many 
dangers  and  ditficqlties  to  the  englifh  adventurers^ 
ihould  enjoy  a  pre-eminence  of  favour,  and  it  wa3 
certainly  a  maxim  of  prudence  not  to  opprcfs  the 
juft  opening  tr^de  by  too  early  ipeculations  in' 
^ance.     Notwithftanding,    however,   the  great 
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an4  beneficial  privileges  that  were  granted  to  the 
Englifh,  numerous  obftacles  >arofe  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  their  trade.  It  is  eafy  to  imagine 
that  the  company  were  obliged  to  make  coiifi- 
,  derable  facrifices,  ere  they  could  derive  any  profit 
from  the  commerce  to  Ruffia :  fuch  as  the  equip- 
jnent  of  the  ihips,  and  the  pay  of  their  officers 
and  crews,  the  falaries  of  their  agents  and  de- 
puties, the  prefents  neceffary  to  be  made  to  the 
ruffian  court  and  the  minifters,  the  conftruSion 
of  warehoufes  and  dwellings,  together  with  many 
other  expenfive  circumftanccs.  They  were  forced 
io  pay  annually  to  the  king  of  Denmark  a  cer- 
tain fum  for  the  free  navigation  of  the  North- 
fea,  and  for  the  liberty  of  putting  into  the  har- 
bours on  the  coaft  of  Norway  in  ftrefs  of  weather. 
Add  to  this,  that  the  balances  due  from  the  RuA 
lians  to  the  Englifh  were  not  always  accurately 
paid.  By  an  account  delivered  in  the  year  1581, 
the  tzarian  treafury  was  in  arrears,  partly  for 
goods  and  partly  for  money  received,  four  thou- 
iand  two  hundred  and  ifeventy-three  rubles, 
twenty-five  altines.  Even  t^he  exemption  from 
duties  repeatedly  certified  to  the  Englifh,  was 
dropped  in  the  latter  years  of  the  reign  of  Ivan  III 
and  they  were  bound  to  pay  the  yearly  fum  of  two 
thou(and  pounds  in  lieu  of  duties. 

Still  greater  impediments  were  thrown  in  the 
way  of  the  rifing  commerce  by  the  jealoufy  of 
other  nations.    King  Guftavus  I.  of  Sweden,  per- 

ceived 
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•ccived  with  extneme  diflike  that  a  new  fource  of 
national  revenue  and  additional  means  of  civili- 
taticm  were  thus  opened   to   the  Ruflians;    he 
therefore  wrote  to  the  king  of  Denmark,   en- 
xleavouring  to  infpire  that  prince  with  imaginary 
alarms;  by  reprefenting  to  him  that  the  Engliih 
were  pi'oviding  Ruf[ia  with  arms  and  implements 
of  war,  and  rendering  that  nation  more  flouriib* 
ing  and  formidable,  to  the  great  detriment  of  its 
neighbours;  and  concluded   by  conjuring  him, 
by  his  own  intereft,  to  prevent  by  all  pofiible 
means  the  navigation  of  the  Engliih  to  theWhite- 
fea.     His  zeal  carried  him  fo  far,  that  he  made 
fimilar  remondrances  to  queen  Elizabeth ;  though 
there,  as  he  miglit  naturally  have  fuppofed,  with- 
.out  effciirJ:..    That  princefs,  on  tlie  cnontrary^  con- 
cluded a  treaty  with  Denmark  in  1583,  by  which 
:the  fliips  of  the  Rufliqi  company  were  gjcantfid  tlie 
free  navigation  of  the  North-fea,  to  fail.  .^Ipng  the 
cbafts  of  Norway  and  I>apland  tO  the  havien  of 
St.  Nicholas,  and  in  ftof my  wtatlier  were  allotveXl 
.to  run  into  the  ports  of  Nor^vay  and  Iceland.'^ 
The    fleniifli    and   german    mei'chants    likewife 
fpared  neither  money  nor  pains  in  oppofitioa  to 
the  Englidi.     To  enable  thcmfelves  to  make,  pro* 
fepts,  they  took  up  money  nt  fivetaiui-twenty  par 
cent,  and  paid  annually  in  intereft  five  thoufaiil 
.  marks.     They  aciuaUy  facceededfo:far'a3  to  gain 
pyer  f<^ine  perfons  of  coufequence  at  the  ruflit^ 
^  .  *  - 9  p,it.  .^urt> 
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court,  yi/ho  were  contiaually  counterworking  every 
-exertion  of  the  £nglifh« 

Though  the  paflage  to  the  ihores  of  the  Mliite- 
-fea  add  the  Frozen-ocean  was  exclufively  granted 
to  the  Engliih,  yet,  even  during  the  reign  of  Ivan 
IL  other  natioqs  took  part  in  that  privilege,  e(pe« 
cially  in  thofe  intervals  when  the  alternate  courfe 
-of  private  negotiations  between  the  two  courts 
occaiioned  a  coolneis  on  one  fide  or  the  otfaen 
Befides  the  Fleihings,  the  Danes  and  Norwegians, 
particularly  the  Brabanters,  were  the  moft  a&ive 
-in  reaping  advantage  from  this  new  branch  of 
commerce.  When  the  agent  from  the  Ruflia 
company  arrival  in  1^84  at  New-Kliolmogor,  he 
ivas  fiduted  by  the  engliib,  dutch  and  french  ihips 
lying  in  that  harbour ;  whence  it  is  to  be  inferred, 
that  the  company  had  relinquiihed  their  claims 
to  an  exclufive  trade  in  <^pofition  to  their  own 
CQuntrjrmen* 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  commerce  on  the 
Wbite-fea.  during  the  jeign  of  Ivan  IL  The 
long  continuance  of  this  reign,  from  1534  to 
1584,  and  the  number  of  memorable  events  by 
vbich  it  was  diilinguifhed,  had  a  great  influence 
09  Hie  trade  of  Ruffia;  but  w^  can  at  prefent 
only  afford  time  to  take  a  glance  at  the 
jPaltie, 

Here  fome  important  revolutions  happened  in 
the  political  conftitution  of  the  maritime  coun- 
tries, pro4u6iive  of  yety  4;oofiderablf  copfequences 

to 
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to  coitomefce.  The  attempt  of  Ivan  It.  to  fub* 
dae  Livonia,  hrought  oh  a  diflblution  of  the  go- 
verament  of  the  teutonic  order.  Efthonia,  in 
I56ly  put  itfelf  under  the  protediom  of  Sweden, 
IJvonia  formed  a  jundion  with  Poland,  and 
Courland  became  a  peculiar  ftate  under  polish 
fupremacy.  Ruifia,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  had  got  pofleffion  of  Narva,  which  jQie 
maintained  from  1558  to  1581..  By  the  opening 
of  the  navigation  to  the  White-fea,  ih*  obtained 
therefore,  about  the  fame  time,v  a  dire£i  commu* 
nication  with  the  Baltic.  The  former,  partly  lagr 
reafon  of  its  remote  lituation,  and  partly  on  acr 
count  of  the  exclufive  privileges  of  the  Eqglifli, 
was  fliut  up  to  moft  of  the  trading  nations; 
whereas  the  Baltic  was  acceffible  to  people  of  every 
country,  and  dnring  the  abovementioned  period 
was  the  moft  confiderabfe  mart  for  the  ruffian 
commerce* 

The  hanfa,  already  long  difpleafed  that  their 
merchants  weie  no  longer  permitted  to  trade  im^ 
mediately  with  the  Ruffians,  and  jealous  at  the 
exertions  of  the  livonian  cities,  who  were  ftriving 
to  draw  the  ruflian  trade  to  themfdves  alone ;  a( 
the  fame  time  defirous  of  being  near  their  old  ftar 
,  tion  at  Novgorod,  they  dlreAly  removed  their 
ftaple  to  Narva,  as  foon  as  that  city  was  taken 
pofleffion  of  by  the  Ruffians.  Ivan  YaffiUievitcli 
indeed  owed  the  hanfa  a  grudge  for  having,  from 
i*6lfifh  motives^   defeated  his  plan  for  bringing 
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german  mechanics  and  artifts  into  Rnflia ;  but  it 
was  neceflary  that  his  hatred  Ihould  give  way  to 
maxims  of  policy.  He  not  only  immediately  con- 
firmed the  hanfeatic  fettlement  in  Narva,  but  even 
invited  the  german  and  other  foreign  merchants, 
by  the  moft  friendly  reception  and  by  frequent 
entertainments,  to  vifit  this  new  ftaple-town.  In 
a  fliort  time  here  was  a  confluence  of  fliips  from 
Antwerp,  Brabant,  Holland,  France,  and  even 
the  Engliih  employed  this  arm  of  commerce  and 
their  great  privileges,  for  tranfporting  intoRuflia, 
by  this  fliort  conveyance,  feveral  articles^  which, 
on  account  of  the  diftance,  could  not  go  to  Khol- 
niogor. 

The  eafy  and  commodious  track  which  wai 
opened  by  the  Cafpian  into  the  interior  of  Afia, 
was  no  fooner  in  the  hands  of  the'Ruffians  than  it 
rouzed  the  fpeculative  fpirit  of  the  Engli/h  to  the 
moft  a6tive  exertions.  We  have  feen  that  our 
induftrious  countrpnen  had  about  this  time  dif- 
covered  the  paflage  to  the  White-fea,  and  that  the 
occafion  to  this  difcovery  had  been  the  defire  of 
findingla  northern  Avay  to  China  and  India.  How 
agreeable  nmft  it  appear  to  the  Englifli,  now  by 
means  of  their  fettlements  in  Ruflia,  to  have 
found  fuch  a  paflage  by  the  Volga  and  the  Caf- 
pian !  They  loft  not  a  moment  in  profiting  by  it. 
So  early  as  the  fourth  voyage  undertaken  by  the 
KulTia  company  to  St.  Nicholas,  Jenkinfon  waa 
'  ^  commiffioned 
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conlmiffioned  to  obtain  for  them  a  free  dommerce 
through  Ruffia  to  the  Cafpian.  Ivan  II.  con- 
fented  to  their  requeft  without  hefitation,  and 
immediately  in  the  following  year  Jenkinfon  fct 
out  on  his  firft  voyage  thither. 
*  As  the  tzar  Regarded  the  enterprifes  of  the 
Engliili  in  fome  nieafure  as  his  own^  promifing 
both  to  himfelf  and'  his  country  great  benefits 
from  them,  Jenkinfon  received  from  him  letters 
of  recommendation  and  credit  to  all  the  princea^ 
through  whofe  territory  he  might  have  occafion 
to  pals  :  Jenkinfon  traveled  therefore  more  like  a 
ruflian  ambaffador  than  an  englifh  merchant. 
•However,  he  carried  with  him  a  confiderable  flock 
of  goods,  that  he  .might  fee  which  met  with  the 
-befl  fale,  and  might  turn  out  to  the  greateft  ad- 
vantage. He  fet  out  on  his  journey  from  Mofco 
•the  25th  of  April  1558,  and  arrived  at  Aflrakhan 
tlje  14th  of  July. 

Here  Jenkinfon  found  tartarian  and  perfian 
snerchants,  who  propofed  making  a  journey  to 
Bukharisu  He  joined  their  company,  embarked 
the  6th  of  Auguft  on  the  Volga,  and  arrived  at 
the  latter  end  of  that  month  at  Manguflaf  or 
Mangufchlak,  a  fea  port  town  on  the  eaftern  ihore 
of  the  Cafpian.  Hence,  with  a  caravan  confid- 
ing of  a  thoufand  camels,  he  traveled  by  land  to 
Btikharia,  and,  crofllng  Urgentz,  reached  the 
city  of  Bukhara  in  thirtyrfour  days.  The.  engliih 
commodities  here  found  but  little  vent;    there 
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having  been  lately  a  great  importation  frotii 
Smyrna  and  Aleppo,  and  Jenkii\ibn  could  not 
afford  to  fell  his  fo  cheap  as  they  were  difpofed 
^f  by  the  other  merchants  at  Bukhara.  Tht 
expenfive  journey,  the  various  duties,  knd  Iht 
prefents  which  he  was  obliged  occaikmallj  to 
make,  confumed  almoft  all  his  profits :  as,  more- 
over, the  caravan  had  often  been  in  extreme 
danger  from  the  predatory  attacks  of  the  Uibeksi 
it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  Jenkinfon  could  not 
recommewd  to  his  countrymen  the  commerce  to 
the  Bukharfey. 

On  the  journey  back  from  Bukhara  to  Man* 
gufchlak,  Jenkinfon  pafied  five  weeks  and  fbcM 
days.  On  the  28th  of  May  1559,  he  returned 
to  Ailrakhan,  and  at  the  beginning  of  September 
was  again  in  Mofco.  He  had  had  an  op|K>rtu>' 
tiity  of  delivering  five-and-twenty  Ruifialns  inmi 
thraPdora,  brought  the  tzar  a  variety  of  intereft- 
ing  accounts  from  thofe  parts,  and  at  the  iame 
time  prefenfed  to  him  fix  deputies  from  the 
Tthans  of  Bukhara,  Balk,  Urgentz,  &c.  Tbdk 
Ittftances  of  adivity  and  fceal  in  Jenkinfon^ 
raifed  him  to  a  high  degree  of  "Aivour  witfc 
Ivan  11. 

The  account   brought  by  Jenkinfon  of  tb* 

•praflicability  and  advantages  of  the  bukhariam 

commerce,  not  t)eing  \'ery  encouraging,  the  Ruifiik 

•  company  in  London  made*  now  a  fecond  attemi^ 

i.  to 


to 

to  fet  Hp  a  tra<te  te  the  ^erfian  province  o^Schir^ 
van,  and  the  condufi;  of  it  was  once  more  en* 
trufted  to  Jenkinfbn.  He  accordingly  reached 
Mofeo  in  156 J,  but  was  uAaUe  to  proceed  far- 
ther on  his  journey  till  the  fallowing  year.  The 
tzar  delivered  to  him  feveral  private  mefTages  to 
the  Sophi  of  Perfia,  and  at  the  fame  time  ordered 
Hm  to  buy  up  diamonds  and  other  jewels  with  a 
quantity  of  wrought  iilks  on  his  account  He 
was  accompanied  on  this  journey  by  a  perfian 
ambaflador  who  happened  at  that  time  to  be  l^v- 
Jng  Mofco. 

The  paffage  oVer  the  Cafpian  brought  him  to 
the  coaft  of  Schirvan,  where  the  goods  Were 
Itnihippedy  and  tranfported  farther  on  camels. 
Of  the  ihah  of  Kafbin,  where  Jenkinfon  had 
hoped  to  effeft  the  mod,  he  met  with  no  very 
good  reception ;  but  Abdullah,  {M-ince  of  Scha* 
makhie,  granted  the  Englifh  a  charter  for  an 
Unlimited  commerce  in  his  dominions  free  from 
all  duties  and  *  impofts  whatever ;  fending  aUb 
with  Jenkinfon  an  ambaffador  to  Ivan  VaffiUie* 
vkch.  On  the  way  back,  Jenkinfon  met  an 
itgent  of  the  tzaj  of  Georgia,  who  communicated 
to  him  that  his  prince  had  formed  the  defign  of 
putting  himfelf  under  ruffian  protedion. 

No  iboner  was  Jenkinfon  returned  to  Mofco 
kk  Auguft  1563,  but  be  immediately  fet  about  a 
new  conveyance  of  englilfa^ommodities  to  Ferfia, 

which 


yrhicli  he  delivered  to  the  la&ore  Thomas  Alcock 
and  Richard  Chcynie*  The  former  of  whom  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  killed ;  bat  Cheynie  returned 
through  Ruflfia  home  to  Ikigland^  where  he  ad* 
vifed  the  company  to  dire£l  their  mercantile  en* 
terprifes  principally  towards  Zilan. 

In  the  year  1565  another  million  went  off  to 
Perfia,  commanded  by  Arthur  Edwards.  The 
voyage  this  time  was  performed  from  Yaroflaf,  in  a 
veffcl  built  at  that  place,  and  proceeded  to  Niia- 
bat,  on  the  weftern  fliore  of  the  Cafpian.  Ab- 
dullah, .the  fiiend  of  the  Englifh,  had  in  the 
mean  time  died,  but  Edwards  received  a  more 
favourable  reception  from  ihah  Thamas  at  KaS* 
bin.  He  obtained  a  charter  in  behalf  of  the 
englilh  commerce  to  Perfia,  in  which  likewife  an 
exemption  from  duties  was  granted  them.  Ed- 
wards, on  his  expedition  fent  the  company  feve- 
ral  propofals  for  the  extenfion  of  their  Afiatic 
trade.  He  advifed  the  inftitution  of  a  fk&ory 
at  Ghilan,  where  filk  is  more  plenty,  better  and 
cheaper  than  in  the  other  provinces  of  Perfia, 
He  alfo  propofed  to  open  a  paffage  for  merchan* 
dife  through  Perfia  to  Ormus,  in  order  to  get  the 
eaft  Indian  commodities  by  that  road ;  till  thqr 
could  build  better  and  larger  ihips  at  Yaroflaf. — 
Xhis  was  therefore  the  fecond  propofal,  fince  the 
annihilation  of  Viibey,  for  relloring  the  aatieitf 
iudian  mercantile  paiiage  over  Ruflia. 

In 
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.  In  the  years  1568  and  1569  two  more  exi^e- 
ditions  to  Perfia  were  fet  on  foot  by  the  EngHlh/ 
but  were  broken  ofif  by  the  liege  of  Aftrakhanby  the 
TurkSi  The  tra'de  to  Kalbin  continued  to  flouriih 
with  increafing  vigour,  and  the  Engliih  were  al- 
ready ferioufly  employed  in  forming  plans  for  ex- 
tending it  to  China  and  to  India.  —On  their  return 
acrofs  the  Cafpian  in^  1573,  they  were  attacked 
by  the  Kozaks,  who  were  beginning  about  this 
time  to  carry  on  their  piracies  with  additional 
frequency  and  force.  After  a  ftout  refiftance,  the 
Engliih  were  obliged  at  length  to  fubmit.  Their 
fhip  and  its  freight  remained  in  poffeflion  of  the 
Kozaks,  who  put  the  crew  into  a  fmall  boat^ 
and,  giving  them  an  allowance  of  proviflons, 
left  them  to  their  fate.  They  found  their  way  to 
Aftrakhan ;  where,  on  their  declaration  of  what 
had  befallen  them,  two  armed  tranfports  were  im- 
medis^tely  fent  out  in  qucft  of  the  pirates.  They 
were  found,  taken,  and  all  put  to  death :  ou 
which  the  commodities,  anuiUntiug  in  value 
to  between  thirty  and  forty  thoufatid  pounds 
ilerling,  were  fs^fely  brought  to  Aftrakhan.  As 
the  voyage  had  been  greatly  delayed  by  this 
misfortune,  the  Engliih  were  Overtaken  by  the 
winter  on  their  paflage  down  the  Volga.  Their 
veffel  was  fo  fliattered  by  the  ice,  that  a  part,  of 
the  freight  was  entirely  fpoiit  Neyertheleis  the 
/^ory,  in  their  accounta  affirmed,  that  they  had 
loft  nothing  by  this  voyage ;  and  that,  had  it  not 
3  been 
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been  f<K  the  unibitunate  accident  abovemen- 
tinned,  the  profits  would  have  been  g^reater  than 
they  could  ever  have  been  by  any  commercial 
undertaking  in  England. 

AftcT  this  voyage  feveral  years  elapfed  without 
any  enterprife  being  made  by  the  Engliili  for  a 
paifage  to  Perfia,  whereof  partly  the  diipleafure 
of  the  tzar,  at  the  failure  of  his  negotiation  with 
queen  Elizabeth,  and  partly  the  frequent  piracies 
oi  the  Kozaks  might  have  been  the  occafion. 
The  latter  got  to  fuch  a  head,  that  even  the 
ambaifadors  of  the  ruffian  and  perfian  courts  were 
no  longer  in  fafety.  Ivan  IL  fent  an  army  of 
Ibldiers  againft  this  neft  of  robbers,  who  either 
exterminated  or  drove  them  into  other  regions. 
'-^  It  was  this  expedition  which  accidentally  gave 
fife  to  the  conqueft  of  Siberia. 

At  length,  in  157?^  another  voyage  was  brought 
to  eflFeft.  This  proved  the  moft  toilfome^  tha 
moft  perilous,  and  the  moft  unprodu6live  of  alL 
Perfia  was  at  that  time  over-run  with  turkiih 
troops,  who  defolated  the  country;  the  Engliih 
were  obliged  to  pay  impofts  from  which  they  had  - 
till  now  been  exempt ;  the  turkifh  commanders 
feized  upon  the  englifii  jnroperty,  paying  for  what 
they  purchafed  fuch  fums  as  they  pleafed;  the 
ihip  was'cruihed  to  pieces  between  fioating  mafles 
of  ice  as  fhe  ran  into  the  Volga,  and  it  was  with 
the  greateft  difficulty  that  the  Englifhmen  fared 
their  lives,  andapart'of  theu-goods* 

Sttdi 


fludh  &  {bries  of  untoward  events  deterred  tlte 
ctMopany  from  profecuting  the  commerce  of  the 
•Cafpian.  This  voyage  was  the  laft  that  waji 
uncberlaken  by  the  Engliih,  after  having  carried 
on  a  trade  with  Perfia  for  two  and  twenty  yeai^ 
and  dtiring  that  time  made  feven  tradhig  voy- 
-^ee.  —  As  this  enterprife  was  performed  entirely 
by  EngUflimen,  Ibldy  on  their  own  account,  and 
for  their  pecuHar  benefit,  it  does  not,  with  tte 
utmoft  propriety,  belong  to  the  general  hiftory  of 
Tttffiaii  cbthttieree;  it  is  here,  hoAvever,  rather 
circumftantially  defcribed,  as  it  in  fdme  meafure 
laid  the  firft  foundation  of  the  ruffian  trade  on 
the  Cafpian,  and  was  extremely  inftruftive  to  the 
Ruffians  in  more  than  one  refpeft.  Hitherto  they 
Kad  carried  on  their  commerce  to  Perfia  and 
Bukharia  only  by  land  ;  they  now  begaiji  to  con- 
ftruft  traAfport  ihips  on  the  Volga,  and  to  fail 
coaftwife  to  the  circumjacent  harbours.  The  &ft 
period  of  ruffian  navigation  on  the  Cafpian  can-  . 
not,  indeed,  be  accurately  afcertained ;  yet  in 
1559,  and  therefore  only  four  years  after  the 
taking  pofleffion  of  Aftrakhan,  Jenkinfon  found 
in  the  port  of  Mangufchlak  a  ruffian  bark,  which 
being  provided  with  a  couple  of  anchors,  refcued 
liim  from  a  very  diftreffing  extremitj,  by 
letting  him  have  one  of  them  *.  The  frequent 
voyages  made  by  the  Englilb,   the  fuperior  con- 

t  filler's  iiunmluBg  mffi&li.  gefchichtt,  rol.  vii.  p,  449. 
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ftruftion  of  their  veffels,  their  unrivalled  fltill, 
excellent  preparations,  and  numerous  re(buree% 
incited  tlje  Ruffians  to  imitation :  their  naviga* 
-tion  and  their  commerce  went  on  continual^ 
improving,  and  would  probably  have  veiy  foon 
proceeded  to  a  much  greater  extent,  had  not  the 
piracies  of  the  Kozaks  on  the  Cafpian,  and  on  the 
Volga,  and  the  diftiu*bances  in  Perfia,  proved 
fuch  material  impediments  to  them  ^, 

*  Store's  Gemaelde  des  rofiifchen  reiphs^  yoL  \^*  p.  zofi.*^** 
227.  241.  252, 
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